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Revenue A £302 million (March 2017)" 


Operating income A £51.5 million (March 2017)" 


Website www.global.com 


Global (also known as Global Media & Entertainment) is a British media company 
formed in 2007. It is the owner of the largest commercial radio company in Europe 
having expanded through a number of historical acquisitions, including Chrysalis 

Radio, GCap Media and GMG Radio. Global owns and operates seven core radio brands, 
all employing a national network strategy. 


Global also owns and operates one of the leading Outdoor (OOH) companies in the UK 
through its Outdoor Division. 


History[edit] 


Global was founded by Ashley Tabor-King in 2007, with financial backing from his 

father Michael Tabor,“ and purchased Chrysalis Radio, where Global took control of the 
radio brands Heart, Galaxy, LBC and The Arrow. A year later on 31 October 2008 Global 
Radio officially took control of all GCap Media and its brands. The GCap Media name was 
dropped at this time. The GCap purchase gave Global the network of FM stations which 
GCap had operated as The One Network (many of which are now part of 

the Heart or Capital networks), plus Classic FM, XFM, Choice FM, Gold and Chill. 


Following the acquisition of GCap Media, Global was required to sell off a number of 
stations in the Midlands. The stations were bought by Orion Media, headed by Phil Riley, 
former Chief Executive of Chrysalis Radio. 


Heritage local radio stations in areas not already served by Heart FM were gradually 
rebranded and incorporated into a larger Heart Network that covers most of southern 
England and parts of North Wales - the stations which would become Heart in the North 
were acquired later. The remaining stations briefly formed The Hit Music Network before 
being merged with the Galaxy network and Capital London into the Capital network. 


On 25 June 2012, Global acquired GMG Radio for a sum thought to be between £50 and 
£70 million; it continued to be run separately while a regulatory review was conducted. 
In May 2013, the Competition Commission ruled that Global would be required to sell 
seven stations across the network. 


The company initially offered to dispose of three stations, Real XS in Manchester and 
Scotland, and Gold in the East Midlands, to try to prevent the sale of the seven 
stations mentioned in the ruling. When this failed Global Radio launched an appeal 
against the decision. 


The appeal was based on three grounds: (a) Real and Smooth as alternatives to the 
Greater Manchester stations, (b) reliance on "significant adverse effects” in the North- 
West (c) Global's remedy proposal (see above). The appeal was rejected on all grounds 
and the company must sell the seven stations it was ordered to in the original 
judgement, Global said it was disappointed with the decision and was considering it 
further. 


On 6 February 2014, it was announced that a number of stations would be sold to the 
Irish broadcaster Communicorp, with programming generally to be supplied by Global 
under contract. The deal involved control of Smooth Radio in the North East, the North 
West and the West Midlands, of Capital in South Wales and Scotland, of Real Radio in 
North Wales and Yorkshire, and of Real XS in Manchester. Most stay under their current 
brands though the Real stations will be renamed Heart and carry the Heart network off- 
peak programming as provided by Global. Global will retain control of all other stations, 
relaunching the existing Heart North West and Wales as Capital to allow Real North 
Wales (under Communicorp) to take on the Heart affiliation. Real XS in Paisley will be 
retained by Global and join the XFM network; the future branding and direction of Real 
XS in Manchester, under Communicorp, is unclear at the present time. Most of the Gold 
stations switched to taking the Smooth London/Network output, with the exception that, 
in areas where Smooth is available on FM (London, Manchester and the East Midlands), 
a reduced Gold oldies service will remain, run by Global and taking programmes from 
Lo n do nas now. [citation needed] 


It was announced in June 2015 that Darren Singer would be appointed as Global's chief 
financial officer.24 


In February 2017, Global changed its company name from 'This is Global Limited’ to 
‘Global Media & Entertainment Limited’. It also changed all its social media handles from 
'thisisglobal' to 'global' and its web domain to global.com."22! Global also combined the 
three sub-companies, Global Radio, Global Entertainment and Global Television into just 
‘Global’. 


On 1 March 2018, Global launched a brand new awards show called The Global Awards 
celebrating the stars of music, news & entertainment across genres in the UK and from 
around the world. It took place at London's Eventim Apollo.2“! 


In September 2018, Global announced the double acquisition of two key outdoor 
companies, Primesight and Outdoor Plus, creating Global’s Outdoor Division. The 
acquisitions were rumoured to be worth several hundred million pounds. 


On 19 September 2018, rival commercial radio group Bauer announced that they were 
pulling out of the biggest networked commercial radio chart show, The Official Vodafone 
Big Top 40, produced by Global's Capital. The move led to Global discontinuing the 
Sunday evening show for all stations outside of their own Heart & Capital networks, 
which the show continues to air on. 


On 26 February 2019, Global Radio announced plans to replace the regional breakfast 
shows on Capital and Heart with a single national breakfast show for each network, 
whilst Smooth kept its regional breakfast shows, instead turning its drive time show 
national. Capital's new breakfast show launched in April with Roman Kemp, Heart 
breakfast with Jamie Theakston and Amanda Holden launched in June and Smooth 
Drivetime with Angie Grieves launched in September. "2 


In September 2019, it was announced that Quidem, the owners of Banbury 

Sound, Rugby FM and Touch FM had entered into a brand-licensing agreement with 
Global Radio. This change will see the Quidem stations rebrand under the Global 
brands.2#, At the beginning of October, Ofcom opened a consultation following Quidem's 
request for its six stations to make significant changes to their formats "2, 


Radio stations[edit] 


Capital[edit] 
Main article: Capital (radio network) 


A group of 11 stations playing hit music. On 3 January 2011, Capital London, The Hit 
Music Network and the Galaxy network became part of the nine-station Capital radio 
network; two former Heart stations became Capital in May 2014, and the most recent 
one is in Lancashire (former 2BR). All the stations' ID are Capital TSA - TSA's No.1 Hit 
Music Station. Local news hours were extended as part of the agreement to increase 
programme-sharing, and local advertising will remain locally sold; however, 
programming outside local hours originates from Capital's network studios in Leicester 
Square, London. 


Capital XTRA[edit] 
Main article: Capital Xtra 


An all-urban station based in London, originally named Choice FM. Until Summer 2010 it 
was sold as part of the Galaxy network for marketing purposes only, but retained its 
own separate branding and programming. From then on, with Galaxy ultimately 
absorbed into Capital, Choice sat as its own brand within Global's lineup. On 7 October 
2013 Choice FM was rebranded as Capital Xtra and made available nationally via DAB 
radio. 42 


Heart[edit] 
Main article: Heart (radio network) 


Heart is a network of 21 adult-contemporary pop stations which currently broadcasts in 
numerous areas of England, Wales and central Scotland. The network began with a 
single regional station in the West Midlands and subsequently a second station in 
London. The third station, Heart 106 in the East Midlands (previously Century 106) was 
sold to Orion Media and run as a franchise retaining the Heart name until the start of 
2011 where it was rebranded to Gem 106. 


In 2009 many of the heritage CHR stations which had formed part of the One Network 
were renamed Heart, as were Ocean and South Hams Radio (which were not part of the 
One Network). Heart Hertfordshire is owned by Adventure Radio and uses the Heart 
name and format under licence from Global; Heart South Devon is partly owned by 
UKRD Group; and Heart stations in North Wales and Yorkshire (both formerly Real Radio 
licences) are operated by Communicorp; all other Heart stations are wholly Global- 
owned. All of the Real Radio stations were rebranded as Heart on Tuesday 6 May 2014. 
Heart is also available on DAB in some areas where there is not a local Heart station on 
FM; these areas generally receiving Heart Digital, which is a relay of Heart London. 
Heart has five sister stations: Heart 70s, Heart 80s, Heart 90s, Heart Dance and Heart 
Extra. 


Classic FM[edit] 
Main article: Classic FM (UK) 


Classical music station broadcast nationally on FM and DAB; also available 

on Freesat, Sky, Freeview and Virgin Media. One of three 'Independent National Radio' 
franchises awarded for fully national transmission, and the only one of these with 
national FM availability. 


Smooth[edit] 
Main article: Smooth Radio 


Acquired as part of the takeover of Real & Smooth Ltd, Smooth broadcasts a soulful 
easy listening format aimed at the over-50s on FM in six areas, and from March 2014 in 


AM in a number of areas previously served by Gold. After taking over Smooth, Global 
reversed the ‘national’ format that Smooth had taken in 2010 - whereby a network 
version of the station was broadcast nationally on DAB with all English FM stations 
sharing this content - and reintroduced local breakfast and drivetime shows. Two of the 
Smooth areas had previously been Jazz FM stations, and three had originally been Saga 
stations; the North-East service launched as Smooth on a licence originally awarded to 
Saga. 


LBC[edit] 
Main articles: LBC and LBC News 


LBC (Leading Britain's Conversation) is a news/talk radio station, tackling major stories 
and issues from across the UK by phone-in discussion programmes. The LBC presenter 
line-up is Eddie Mair, Nick Ferrari, James O'Brien, Shelagh Fogarty, lain Dale, Nigel 
Farage, Matt Frei, Maajid Nawaz, Steve Allen, Clive Bull, Andrew Castle, lan Collins, 
Beverley Turner, Nick Abbot, Andrew Pierce, Darren Adam, Lucy Beresford, lan Payne 
and Matthew Stadlen. 


LBC News[edit] 


On 28 October 2019, what had been LBC London News changed its name to LBC News. 
As well as remaining on 1152AM in the London area it is also available on DAB+ via the 
D1 multiplex nationwide using the space vacated by Radio X switching to DAB+. It has 
reverted to a 24-hour station, dropping its simulcast of LBC, but otherwise keeping the 
same format of 20 minute bulletins but with a UK wide focus. Its news presenters 
include Lisa Aziz and Martin Stanford, whilst John Kettley is one of the weather 
presenters. 


Radio X[edit] 
Main article: Radio X (United Kingdom) 


Radio X (formerly XFM) broadcasts alternative rock and independent music. It began 
officially in 1997 as an independent London station, it was purchased by Capital Radio 
Group (now Global) in 1998. The XFM brand was extended in 2006-7 with the launch of 
stations in central Scotland, Manchester and South Wales. The Scottish station was 
rebranded to Galaxy Scotland and subsequently Capital Scotland, and the South Wales 
station was sold to Town & Country Broadcasting, becoming Nation Radio. 


From 7 April 2014 96.3 Real Radio XS in Renfrewshire switched to the Xfm brand; this 
saw the station swap from taking Real XS Manchester's networked shows outside local 
hours, to those of Xfm London. The Renfrewshire station was available across central- 
belt Scotland on DAB radio, giving it the same coverage area as the prior Xfm Scotland 
had done. Xfm London was also available outside the capital as a digital service ona 
number of the local DAB multiplexes around the country. 


From September 2015, XFM was replaced with new ‘national’ station Radio X, which 
took up the former XFM slots on FM in London and Manchester, and a national DAB 
berth. (The Paisley FM franchise was returned to Ofcom, and most local-level DAB slots 
were turned over to Gold.) 


Gold[edit] 
Main article: Gold (radio) 


A network of stations principally dedicated to music from the 1950s to the 1980s, there 
are two different variants of the station; England & Scotland, and Wales. Many of these 


were the AM sister stations to heritage CHR stations which are now Heart or Capital 
stations; though Gold Manchester was originally a standalone station Fortune 1458 and 
Lite AM before becoming part of the Big-AM and later Capital Gold networks. On DAB, 
Gold is available in some areas which do not have Gold on AM; in these areas Gold UK is 
carried, though it may carry local branding on the label. Global chose to close some 
unviable AM relays of Gold, but has continued to serve these areas on DAB. In the West 
Midlands, after the divesture of some radio holdings to Orion Media, the Gold brand 
continued as a franchise, however, in late 2012 these stations were rebranded as Free 
Radio 80s and no longer carried Gold network programming. 


Most Gold stations on AM/local DAB transferred to receive their network programming 
provision from Smooth Radio on 24 March 2014; local news/travel and advertising drop- 
ins into the network programming feed continue as previously provided under Gold, and 
the former Gold stations in Wales continue to offer a four-hour local show as Smooth 
Wales. Three Gold areas where Smooth is already provided on FM - London, Manchester 
and the East Midlands - retain a reduced Gold service on AM and (bar Manchester, 
where capacity is unavailable) local DAB, with most presented shows (aside from a daily 
morning show) ceasing.22 


A number of areas gained or regained Gold as a DAB service in September 2015 in 
space vacated by XFM, following XFM's move from local to national transmission as 
Radio X. 


Banbury Sound[edit] 
Main article: Banbury Sound 


A local radio station for the Banbury and Brackley area partly owned by Global. 
Digital-only stations[edit] 
Global currently operates five stations exclusively broadcast via digital platforms: 


Smooth Extra launched at the end of 2014 to broadcast nationally on Digital One (in the 
slot previously occupied by the network Smooth Radio service) with a 'melodic music 
from past decades' format (some programming is simulcast with Smooth London). A 
previous plan to launch a service of "music from the 70s, 80s and 90s" in the Digital 
One capacity ultimately did not go ahead. Smooth added two further digital siblings 
on 3 September 2019; Smooth Country (previously a Global Player stream) 

and Smooth Chill, the successor to Chill. 


Heart Extra launched in February 2016, followed by Heart 80s in March 2017; the 
conversion of these stations to DAB+ in 2019 permitted the launch of further stations 
including Heart Dance, Heart 70s and Heart 90s. 


A pop-up digital Christmas music station, Smooth Christmas, was operated by R&S in 
the run-up to Christmas of 2011 and 2012, and having not run in 2013 was revived by 
Global in 2014 but was in 2015.24 In 2016, Smooth Christmas was not revived, instead 
Heart Extra Xmas, a pop-up digital Christmas music station,, appeared from 12 
November 2016 until 27 December 2016. It returned on 9 November 2017.22! 


PopBuzz is a platform which combines a music stream of the fastest trending tracks in 
social media with GIFs, videos, articles and digital goodness from around the web. It 
also has an online radio station called Pop Buzz Radio. PopBuzz also release a podcast 
every week. 231 


We The Unicorns is a platform that brings stories from YouTube and online videos. They 
make specialised content for fans such as videos, quizzes and interviews.41 


Events[edit] 


Global produce over 150 events for its radio brands annually. These include 
Capital's Summertime Ball and Jingle Bell Ball, Heart Live and Classic FM Live at 

the Royal Albert Hall.2= It also produces its own Global Awards, which recognizes the 
most popular songs across its radio stations. 


In March 2018, Global launched a new awards show (The Global Awards) celebrating the 
stars of music, news and entertainment across genres in the UK and from around the 
world.24 


Global Academy[edit] 


The Global Academy UTC opened on 12 September 2016 and is sponsored by Global 
and University of the Arts London. It is located on the site of the Old Vinyl 
Factory in Hayes, Hillingdon.2# 


On 20 January 2017, The Global Academy was officially opened by the Duke of 
Cambridge and Prince Harry. Two Breakfast shows from the Global brands were 
broadcasting Live from the academy, Heart London Breakfast with Jamie 
Theakston and Emma Bunton and Nick Ferrari on LBC.22! 


Global's Newsroom([edit] 


All of Global's stations broadcast news updates under the name of Global's Newsroom. 
Local and national bulletins are produced and Global's newsroom also provides the 
news to Global's news station LBC. In terms of weekly audience reach, Global's 
newsroom is the second largest news broadcaster in the UK, second only to the BBC. 


[citation needed) 


The Global Awards[edit] 
Main article: Global Awards 


The Global Awards which started on 1 March 2018 are held by Global and reward 
music played on its own stations. The Global Awards returned in 2019.24 


List of ceremonies[edit] 


Yea Broadca 


Date Venue st Hosts 
Capital 
201 1 March Capital 
8 2018 TV 
Hammersmith | Heart TV Roman Rochelle Myleene 
Apollo Kemp Humes Klass 
201 7 March Capital 


9 2019 Heart 


Charity[edit] 
Global's Make Some Noise is Global's in-house charity. 


Every year Global's Make Some Noise has an annual appeal day where its radio stations 
come together to raise money for small projects supporting youngsters and their 
families living with illness, disability or lack of opportunity, in their local communities. 


Before Global's Make Some Noise, some of Global's stations ran their own charity's such 
as Help a Capital Child, Have a Heart and the Classic FM Foundation.2# 


In 1975, Capital FM’s charity Help a London Child was established by the late Sir Richard 
Attenborough, to help disadvantaged young people in the capital. He once said: 
“Disadvantaged children don’t have less imagination, just less opportunity to express 
it.” 

In 2014, Global's Make Some Noise was formed. 9 October it was Make Some Noise 
day, where all of Global's brands came together. Make Some Noise raised more than 1 
million pounds.!2) 


In 2015, Global's Make Some Noise ran its second year on 8 October they came all 
came together. They raised £1,955,869.24 


In 2016, Global's Make Some Noise returned on 7 October. In total £2,860,897 was 
raised.2 In the financial year 2016-2017 £0.98M was spent by Global Charities on fund 
raising .22 


In 2017, Global's Make Some Noise returned on 6 October and raised a record breaking 
£3,534,628.24 


Criticism[edit] 


In February 2009, Global and LBC were the subject of criticism by technical and 
scientific bloggers following their threat of legal action against medical journalist Ben. 
Goldacre for publishing part of an LBC 97.3 broadcast by Jeni Barnett on his website. 

881 The move was interpreted as an attempt to suppress criticism and debate rather than 
enforcement of copyright. 


The broadcast was described as irresponsible by David Aaronovitch in The Times, and 
LBC and Barnett were specifically identified in a critical Early Day Motion by Norman 
La m b M P : [citation needed] 


In May 2015, Global was criticised for dropping coverage of the HSBC tax story in 
February that year. Coverage of the story was resumed "some days later".24 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Global Radio 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Global Radio, a British media company founded 
in 2007. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2007 
o Global is founded by Ashley Tabor, with financial backing from his father Michael 
Tabor.” 


o 25 June - Global purchases Chrysalis Radio for £170million, thereby acquiring 

the radio brands Heart, Galaxy, LBC and The Arrow. 
e 2008 

o 31 March - Global agrees to purchase rival GCap Media for £375million.= 

o 31 October - Global Radio officially takes control of all GCap Media and its 
brands, giving it ownership of The One Network. The GCap Media name is 
dropped at this time. 

e 2009 

o 5 January - Chiltern Radio, Hereward FM, Radio Broadland, Q103, Northants 
96, SGR Colchester, SGR Ipswich, and Horizon Radio are all rebranded 
as Heart after earlier being acquired by Global Radio. 

o 7 April - Global sells its stake in the Digital One multiplex to transmission 
company Arqiva." 

o May - Orion Media purchases Midlands 
stations BRMB, Mercia, Wyvern, Beacon and Heart 106 from Global Radio for a 
sale price worth £37.5 million. 

2010s[edit] 
e 2010 

o 21 June - Global Radio announces plans to reduce the number of its 
local Heart stations from 33 to 15 so-called "super stations" in a reorganisation 
that will lead to the loss of up to 200 full-time and freelance posts. The stations 
will have their own breakfast and drivetime shows, and local news bulletins, but 
all other output will come from London. A further two stations owned by Global 
will also be subsumed into the Heart network. 

o 13 September - Global announce plans to scrap the Galaxy Network in order to 
create a nationwide Capital FM. The plans will also include the closure of four 
further stations, with the new network going live in early 2011. 

e 2011 

o 3 January - Capital FM launches as a nine-strong quasi-national network of 
stations. It subsumes Capital London, The Hit Music Network and 
the Galaxy network. 

e 2012 

o 25 June - GMG Radio is sold to Global Radio for an undisclosed amount, thought 
to be around £50m. However, no structural changes will be made to either 
organisations until the deal has been investigated by Ofcom.™ Several rival radio 
groups express their concerns over the takeover and the effect it could have on 
commercial radio in the UK.2 

o 3 July - Global Radio announce plans to branch into television with the launch of 
two non-stop music channels; Heart TV and Capital TV, which will go on air from 
September.24 

o 3 August - Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt instructs Ofcom and the Office of Fair 
Trading to examine Global Radio's £70m purchase of GME Radio."2! 

o 11 October - The Office of Fair Trading agrees to fast-track the investigation into 


Global Radio's purchase of GMG Radio after Secretary of State for Culture, Media 


and Sport Maria Miller says the deal will not be investigated for media plurality. 
The matter is also forwarded onto the Competition Commission, which oversees 
business mergers and takeovers.2! The Competition Commission later 
announces 27 March 2013 as the date on which it will publish its findings into 
the takeover. 


(0) ra October - Global launches two television channels - Heart TV and Capital TV. 

2013 

o 14 February - The Competition Commission publish their preliminary findings 
into the Global Radio takeover of GMG Radio, recommending a full or partial sale 
of the now renamed Real and Smooth Radio Ltd.2# 

o 21 May - The Competition Commission publishes its final report into Global's 
acquisition of GMG Radio, requiring Global to sell radio stations in seven 
locations “221 

o 1 October - Smooth Radio is moved to Global Radio's Leicester Square 
headquarters in London and given a makeover.” 

o 3 October - Global Radio announces that Smooth 70s will close less than a week 
after Smooth programming moved to its London headquarters.“ 

o 7 October - Choice FM is rebranded as Capital Xtra and launches nationally on 
DAB radio.2 

o 31 December - A financial report released by Global Radio shows the company 
paid £69m for the purchase of GMG Radio.2 

2014 

o 20 January - Global Radio is found to be in breach of their license remit for Heart 
Cornwall after a listener complained to OfCom that there was not enough local 
news and speech to make it a fully local station.2! 

o 6 February - Global Radio sells eight of its regional stations to Irish media 
holdings firm Communicorp.” 

o 11 February - LBC 97.3 launches nationally on the Digital One platform, taking 
over the slot formerly occupied by Jazz FM. The station also secures a 
sponsorship deal with the Financial Times.'41251 

o 14 March - Global Radio announces that Gold will become a non-stop music 
service, with the exception of the breakfast show and Saturday's Viny/ Heaven. 
Presenters Paul Coyte, Eamonn Kelly, Dean Martin and Andy Peebles are also 
dropped from the network.24 

o 24 March - 
= Smooth Radio returns to airing local output on its regional frequencies, with 

local programming for Breakfast and Drivetime, and a raft of new_ 
presenters joining the network.24 
= Smooth Radio replaces Gold on MW across southern England.2 

o 6 May - Heart North Wales launches. Consequently, the two local Heart north 
Wales stations become part of the Capital network. 

o September - Global launches its Make Some Noise charity.22 

o 9 October - Global's first Make Some Noise Day raises over £1million for good 
causes, 80! 

o 27 December - Global launches Smooth Extra on DAB.24 


2015 


o 7 September - Global announces that XFM will be relaunched as a national 
station called Radio X on 21 September.22! 

o 13 September - Ahead of the relaunch of XFM as Radio X, Global hands back the 
Paisley licence, on which it had broadcast XFM Scotland, to Ofcom when the 
regulator refused Global's request to network 24/7 from London. 

o 21 September - Radio X relaunches, and Chris Moyles joins the station to 
present the relaunched station's breakfast show. and Vernon Kay also joins 

2016 

o 18 January - Following Global Radio's purchase of Liverpool station Juice 107.6, 
the station is relaunched as Capital Liverpool.@! 

o 23 February - Launch of Heart Extra. 

o March - Manchester station Real Radio XS is rebranded as XS Manchester.24! 

o 12 September - Launch of the Global Academy, a University technical 
college based in London. 

2017 

o 20 January - The Global Academy is officially opened by the Duke of 
Cambridge and Prince Harry. Two breakfast shows from the Global brands are 
broadcast live from the academy, Heart London Breakfast with Jamie 
Theakston and Emma Bunton and Nick Ferrari on LBC.# 

o 14 March - Launch of Heart 80s. 

o 20 November - Global announces that it has purchased Cumbrian stations The_ 
Bay and Lakeland Radio from CN Group. 

o 20 December - Global Radio announce details of the voting categories for 
its inaugural awards ceremony, the Global Awards to be held at 
London's Hammersmith Eventim Apollo on 1 March 2018. The Awards will be 
reflective of the music, programmes and news aired on its network of stations. 24 

2018 

o January - Global Radio announces that it has brought Brighton station Juice 
107.2 for an undisclosed sum.®2 and in August it revealed that it would relaunch 
the station as Capital Brighton on Monday 3 September.22 

o 1 March - Global Radio holds its inaugural awards ceremony, the Global 
Awards at London's Hammersmith Apollo.21421 

o 5 March - Cumbrian stations The Bay and Lakeland Radio are relaunched 
as Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria and Smooth Lake 
District respectfully“ following Global's purchase of the two stations from CN_ 
Group.“ 

o 31 July - Global announces that it has 
purchased Lancashire station 2BR from UKRD.@*! 

o 11 October - After six years on air, Global closes its two music television 
channels Heart TV and Capital TV.®, 

2019 

o 26 February - Following further deregulation allowing less locality, Global Radio 


announces plans to replace the regional breakfast shows 

on Capital, Heart and Smooth with a single national breakfast show for each 
network. Global also announces that it will take full advantage of the 
deregulation regarding the one non-national programme - a single three hour 


(e) 


weekday programme - which allows local programmes to be replaced with 
regional programmes networked across all the stations in that region.“4 

1 March - Launch of Smooth Country.“ 

8 April - Capital London's breakfast show launches as a national programme, 
resulting in the scrapping of all other local breakfast shows apart from on Capital 
Cymru. The only ‘local' programme is at drivetime and the new regulations mean 
that Global is able to replace local shows with 10 regional programmes which are 
networked across all stations in that region." 

3 June - Global launches a national 'Heart UK' breakfast show (broadcast from 
London), presented by Jamie Theakston and Amanda Holden.& As with Capital, 
the only non networked programme is at drivetime with 23 local shows replaced 
by 10 regional programmes which are networked across all stations in that 
region. 

10 June - Gold UK starts broadcasting nationally when it launches on Digital One. 
51 


21 June - Global launches another Heart spin-off station, Heart Dance. & 

28 August-3 September - Global launches five more stations on DAB - Heart 

90s (28 Aug),=!, Heart 70s (30 Aug), =! Capital XTRA Reloaded (2 

September), =, Smooth Country®* and Smooth Chills» 

1 September - Global closes rock station Arrow.@! It had been on air since 2001. 

2 September - 

= Global closes Chill after nearly 15 years on air. It is replaced the following 
day by Smooth Chills% 

= Smooth's networked Drivetime show, presented by Angie Greaves, launches. 
a At the same time, the number of breakfast shows drops to seven. 

28 October - Global relaunches LBC London News as a national 24-hour rolling 

news channel titled LBC News. 

14 November - Ofcom gives its approval to change the format of six Quidem- 

owned stations - Banbury Sound, Rugby FM and the four Touch FM stations - to 

rhythmic-based, music-led services for listeners aged 15-29. The decision comes 

after Quidem entered into a deal with Global Radio to rebrand Quidem stations 

with one of Global's networks. 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Bauer Radio 


Notes[edit] 


* The stations involved were: Smooth or Capital (East Midlands); Real or Capital (South 
Wales); Real or Heart (North Wales); Capital or Real XS with either Real or Smooth (North 
West); Real or Smooth or Capital (North East); Real or Capital (Yorkshire); 

and Real or Capital (Scotland)&4 
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awards 2018 


Venue Hammersmith Apollo 

Country United Kingdom 

Hosted by Roman Kemp 
Rochelle Humes 


Myleene Klass 


First 1 March 2018; 21 months ago 


awarded 


Website Official website 


Network Capital FM 


Capital TV (2018 ceremony only) 
Heart TV (2018 ceremony only) 
The Capital FM Website 


The Global Awards are held by Global and reward music played on British radio 
stations including Capital, Capital XTRA, Heart, Classic FM, Smooth, Radio 

X, LBC and Gold, with the awards categories reflecting the songs, artists, programmes 
and news aired on each station. 


List of ceremonies[edit] 


= Date Venue er Sponsor Hosts 
Capital 
FM 
201 | 1 March Capital WA 
8 2018 sakta 
TV 
Hammersmith | Heart TV Roman | Rochelle | Myleene 
Apollo Kemp Humes Klass 
201 | 7 March Ga Very.co. 
S l FM 
2 AN Heart FM uk 
2018 [edit] 


Main article: 2018 Global Awards 
The Global Awards 2018 ceremony was held on Thursday 1 March 2018 at 
London's Eventim Apollo. 


It started at 7:30 pm and was shown live on Capital TV and Heart TV. It was also 
available to watch on the Capital FM Website, on all the socials and on the radio. The 
Capital FM Global Awards radio schedule was as follows: Backstage on Capital Drive 
Time from 4pm GMT until 7pm GMT and then JJ, live from backstage from 7pm GMT 
chatting to the guests.2 


Performances and special appearances from Sam Smith, Rita Ora, Kasabian, Martin 
Garrix, Andrea Bocelli and Liam Payne.24! 


Roman Kemp, Rochelle Humes and Myleene Klass hosted the ceremony.=@ 


2019[edit] 
Main article: 2019 Global Awards 


The Global Awards 2019 with Very.co.uk brought together all Global’s radio stations 
including Capital, Capital XTRA, Heart, Classic FM, Smooth, Radio X, Gold and LBC to 
celebrate the biggest and best-loved stars of music, news and entertainment on one 
huge night at London’s Eventim Apollo on March 7th. 


There were performances and guest appearances from Little Mix, Lang 
Lang, Blossoms, Anne-Marie, Mark Ronson and Mabel. Roman Kemp, Rochelle Humes 
and Myleene Klass returned to host the ceremony. 


Categories[edit] 
Current 


e Best Song (Public Vote) 

e Best Group (Public Vote) 

e Best Male (Public Vote) 

e Best Female (Public Vote) 

e Best British Artist or Group (Public Vote) 
e Best News Interview, Moment or Debate 
e Rising Star Award 

e Best Classical Artist 

e Most Played Award 

e Mass Appeal Award 

e Social Media Superstars 

e Best RnB, Hip Hop or Grime 

e Best Pop Dance 

e Best Indie 

e Best Pop 

e The Global Special Award 

e The LBC Award (new from 2019) 


Voting procedure[edit] 


According to the Global Awards website, the voters use a secure online website to vote. 
ua Fach voter is allowed to vote up to 5 times. 


See also[edit] 


e Global 
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External links[edit] 
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awards 2018 


Date 1 March 2018 


Venue Hammersmith Apollo 


Country United Kingdom 


Hosted by Roman Kemp 


Rochelle Humes 


Myleene Klass 


Most Little Mix (3) 
awards 
Most Ed Sheeran 


nominatio Camila Cabello 
ns Little Mix 
(4 each) 


Website _https://www.global.com/awards/ # 


Capital FM 


Capital TV 


Heart TV 
The Capital FM Website 


e Global Awards 
e 2019 -> 


The 2018 Global Awards ceremony was held on Thursday, 1 March 2018 at 
London's Eventim Apollo. It started at 7:30 pm and was shown live on Capital 

TV and Heart TV. It was also available to watch on the Capital FM Website, on all the 
socials and on the radio. The Capital FM Global Awards radio schedule was as follows: 
Backstage on Capital Drive Time from 4pm GMT until 7pm GMT and then JJ, live from 
backstage from 7pm GMT chatting to the guests." 


Performances and special appearances from Sam Smith, Rita Ora, Kasabian, Martin 
Garrix, Andrea Bocelli and Liam Payne.) 


Roman Kemp, Rochelle Humes and Myleene Klass hosted the ceremony.” 


Performances”! [edit] 


"Your Song", "Lonely Together" & "Anywhere" 


Andrea nea ‘th gee n 
: lime to say GOOADVEe Nessun Vorma 
Eoc Time to Say Goodbye" & "Nessun Dorma 


"Strip That Down" and "For You" (with Rita Ora) 


S 
S 
k 
Payne 


"Too Good at Goodbyes" & "Stay With Me" 
iam 
ayne 


"You're in Love with a Psycho" and "Fire" 


Martin 


"Animals", "So Far Away", " 


"Scared to Be Lonely" (remix), "In the Name of Love" (remix), 
Together", "Forever", "There for You", 


Garrix 


"Tremor" & "Like | Do" (with David Guetta) (David Guetta cover) 


The list of nominees was announced in December 2017. Winners are listed first, 


in bold. 


Best Song (Public Vote) (Presented 
by Gary Barlow & Emma Bunton) 


e Little Mix feat. Stormzy - "Power" 
o Camila Cabello feat. Young Thug - 
"Havana" 
o Ed Sheeran - "Shape of You" 
o Niall Horan - "Slow Hands" 


o Shawn Mendes - "There's Nothing Holdin' 
Me Back" 


Best Male (Public Vote) (Presented 
by Chris & Kem) 


e Shawn Mendes 
o Ed Sheeran 
o Justin Bieber 
o Liam Payne 
o Niall Horan 


Best British Artist or Group (Public 
Vote) (Presented by Laura Dees & Lizzy 
Yarnold) 


e Little Mix 
o Dua Lipa 
o Ed Sheeran 
o Liam Gallagher 
o Liam Payne 


| 
Rising Star Award (Presented by Craig | 
David & Marvin Humes) 


| (Presented by Liam Payne & Anne- 


Best Group (Public Vote) 


Marie) 


Little Mix 
o The Chainsmokers 
Clean Bandit 


(0) 
o Coldplay 
o Take That 


Best Female (Public Vote) 
(Presented by Jess 
Glynne & Rudimental) 


Camila Cabello 
o Ariana Grande 
o Dua Lipa 

Oo Selena Gomez 
o Taylor Swift 


Best News Interview, Moment or 
Debate (Presented by Kate 
Garraway) 


First Responders 


Best Classical Artist (Presented 
by John Suchet & Charlotte 
Hawkins) 


Most Played Award (Presented by Miss 
Piggy & Kermit the Frog) 


e Shape of You — Ed Sheeran 


Social Media Superstars (Presented 
by Paloma Faith & Big Shaq) 


e Caspar Lee 
o Oli White 
O Cameron Dallas 
o Zoella 
Ome KSI 


Best Pop Dance (Presented by John 
Newman & Daisy Lowe) 


Martin Garrix 
o Sigala 

o David Guetta 
o Calvin Harris 
o Craig David 


Best Pop (Presented by Abbey 
Clancy, Michael Clifford and Luke 


Hemmings) 


e Rita Ora 
o Liam Payne 
o Shawn Mendes 
o Charlie Puth 
o Little Mix 


References[edit] 


Andrea Bocelli 
o André Rieu 


o Nicola Benedetti 
O jiLiu 
o Ayoub Sisters 


Mass Appeal Award (Presented 
by Martin Garrix & David Guetta) 


Sam Smith 
Ed Sheeran 
Paloma Faith 
P!nk 
James Arthur 


Best RnB, Hip Hop or Grime 
(Presented by James Bay & Yinka) 


Post Malone 


Best Indie (Presented by Chris 
Moyles & Johnny Vaughan) 


Kasabian 

o Liam Gallagher 

o Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds 
o Florence and the Machine 

Oo Blossoms 


The Global Special Award 
(Presented by Roman 
Kemp and Myleene Klass) 


e Liam Payne 
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2. ^ "The Global Awards - celebrating the stars of music, news & entertainment". Global 
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3. ^ Sporn, Natasha (March 1, 2018). "Global Awards 2018: Liam Payne arrives solo as 


Myleene Klass and Rochelle Humes stun at Hammersmith Apollo". Yahoo!. Retrieved June 
26, 2019. 


4. ^ Kelly, Emma (February 28, 2018). "Myleene Klass, Roman Kemp and Rochelle Humes 
confirmed as hosts for Global Awards". Metro. Retrieved June 13, 2019. 
5. ^ Newman, Vicki (February 28, 2018). "When are the Global Awards 2018? Who's hosting 


and who's nominated? Everything you need to know about the glitzy ceremony". Daily 
Mirror. Retrieved June 13, 2019. 


6. ^ Paine, Andre (December 20, 2017). "Global Awards categories revealed". Music Week. 
Retrieved June 26, 2019. 

7. ^ "Global Awards 2018 Winners! See Which Stars Took Home A Prize". Heart. March 1, 
2018. Archived from the original on June 13, 2019. Retrieved June 13, 2019. 

8. ^ Harding, Laura (March 1, 2018). "Little Mix promise to tear up after-party as they win 
big at Global Awards". Irish Independent. Retrieved June 26, 2019. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


2019 Global Awards 
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Date 7 March 2019 

Venue Hammersmith Apollo 
Country United Kingdom 


Hosted by Roman Kemp, Rochelle 


Humes and Myleene Klass 


Capital FM 
Heart FM 


The Capital FM Website 
The Heart FM Website 


e Global Awards 


e 2020 > 


The 2019 Global Awards ceremony was held on Thursday 7 March 2019 at 
London's Eventim Apollo™ and was sponsored by very.co.uk.?! 


Roman Kemp, Rochelle Humes and Myleene Klass returned to host for the second year. 
[3][4] 


Performances and special appearances included Little Mix, Lang Lang, Blossoms, Anne- 
Marie, Mark Ronson and Mabel." 


Performances[edit] 


"Friends" & "2002" 


mes "Fine Line" & "Don't Call Me Up" 


Lang Lang | "Für Elise" 


"I Can't Stand It" & "Charlemagne" 
Little Mix "Woman Like Me" & "Think About Us" 


ark "Nothing Breaks Like a Heart", "Electricity", "Ooh Wee", 
Ronson "Shallow (Remix)", "Valerie" & "Uptown Funk" 


Nominees and winners[edit] 


The list of nominees was announced in December 2018.“ Winners are listed first, 
in bold. =a 


Best Song with Metro (Public Vote) 
(Presented by Fleur East and Harry 
Redknapp) 


Best Group (Public Vote) (Presented 
by Cheryl and Anne-Marie) 


Little Mix feat. Nicki Minaj - 
"Woman Like Me" 


5 Seconds of Summer - "Youngblood" 
Ariana Grande - "no tears left to cry" 


Lady Gaga feat. Bradley Cooper - 
"Shallow" 


Shawn Mendes - "In My Blood" 


e Steve Allen 


Social Media Superstar (Public 
Vote) (Presented by Will Manning 


and Mabel) 


e Joe Sugg 


Cardi B 
Collen Ballinger 


Halsey 
Zara Larsson 


Best Male 


Mark Ronson 


(0) 


(0) 
(0) 
(0) 


Calvin Harris 
Liam Payne 


Olly Murs 
Post Malone 


Best Classical Artist 


Nicola Benedetti 


(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 


Bryn Terfel 
Jess Gillam 
Lang Lang 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason 


Mass Appeal Award (Presented 


by Emma Bunton and John Newman) 
|e Lady Gaga 


(0) 


10) 
10] 
10) 


Jess Glynne 
Olly Murs 
Sam Smith 
Take That 


e Little Mix 
o 5 Seconds of Summer 


o Arctic Monkeys 
o Maroon5 
o Take That 


e Halsey 
Ava Max 
Ella Mai 
Keala Settle 
Rak-Su 


Best RnB, Hip Hop or Grime (Public 
Vote) (Presented by Yinka and 
Semtex) 


Khalid 
Drake 
Ella Mai 
Travis Scott 
Tyga 


Best Female (Presented by Vick 
Hope and Olly Murs) 


Dua Lipa 
Anne-Marie 
Ariana Grande 
Halsey 
Jess Glynne 


Best British Artist or Group (Presented 
by Martin Kemp and Shirley Kemp) 


e Dua Lipa 
o Anne-Marie 
o Jess Glynne 
o Little Mix 
o Rudimental 


e Rudimental feat. Jess 


Glynne, Macklemore & Dan 
Caplen - These Days 


Best Indie Best Pop 


e Blossoms e Anne-Marie 
o Arctic Monkeys o 5 Seconds Of Summer 
o Florence and the Machine o Dua Lipa 
o jade Bird o Liam Payne 
O Stereophonics o Little Mix 
The Global Special Award The Very Award (Presented by Kate 
(Presented by Dua Lipa) Garraway) 
|e Mark Ronson e Joshua Hill 


Multiple awards and nominations[edit] 


e Artists with the most nominations 


Four: Three: 

e Little Mix e Jess Glynne 
e Dua Lipa 
e 5 Seconds of Summer 
e Halsey 


e Artists that received multiple awards 
Two: 

e Dua Lipa 

e Mark Ronson 

e Little Mix 
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Global Radio owns and operates a number of radio stations in the United Kingdom: 


Sanon FM transmission area(s) 
name 
Capital EEN 
| Birmingha West Midlands 
m 


Capital 

Cymru Gwynedd and Anglesey 

| Capital 
East mes Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire 
Midlands 


Capital ; l 
Liverpool Liverpool, Merseyside 
Capital one ere 

London 


Capital 

Mancheste | Salford Cheshire, Lancashire, Liverpool and Manchester 
F 

Capital Gateshea 

North East North East England 


January 
1995 


January 
2011 


18 
January 
2016 


16 
October 
1973 


16 
October 
1994 


1 June 
1999 


Capital Cheshire, Wirral, Wrexham County 

North West | Wrexham | Borough, Flintshire, Denbighshire and Conwy 
and Wales County Borough 

eal Glasgow | Central and Southern Scotland 

Scotland 

Capital 

South Fareham | South Hampshire 

Coast 


Capital : : 
South SAA South East Wales F 
Wales y 


i 14 
Capital Leeds East, South and West Yorkshire Februar 
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Heart Kent ai Kent October 
1984 
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Communicorp Group Limited 


e LBC 
e Global Radio 


COMMUNICORP 


always on 
Type Limited company 
Industry Mass media (radio stations) 
Founded 1989 
Headquarters Dublin, Ireland 
Key people Denis O'Brien (owner) 


Lucy Gaffney (chairperson) 
Adrian Serle (CEO) 


Number of employees 1000+ 


Website www.communicorp.ie 


Communicorp Media is a media holding company based in Ireland, owned by the Irish 
billionaire Denis O'Brien. 


History[edit] 


Communicorp Group Ltd was formed by Denis O'Brien in 1989. It launched its radio 
operations in Ireland that same year and entered the Czech Republic in 1992. It 
later'1 added stations’ jn Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland and Hungary.“ Based in Dublin, 
the company now owns radio stations including Ireland's Newstalk, Today 

FM, 98FM, SPIN 1038 and SPIN South West. O'Brien owns both of Ireland's independent 
(non state-operated) national radio stations. 


O'Brien's Communicorp was the highest bidder for Emap's Irish operations when that 
company decided to sell its radio stations, buying FM104, Highland Radio and Today FM 
on 14 July 2007.24 In October 2007, the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland (BCI) 
approved Communicorp's proposed takeover of Today FM and Highland Radio, but not 
FM104.2 The deal was completed by January 2008. Due to a Competition 

Authority decision, Communicorp was required to sell-on FM104, which it did (to UTV 
Media) immediately upon its acquisition. O'Brien offloaded Highland Radio in mid-2008. 
[819] 


On 21 July 2008, a joint bid from Boxer TV Access and Communicorp, supported by BT 
Ireland, were successful in obtaining three digital terrestrial 

television multiplex contracts from the BCI. Boxer DTT Limited withdrew from its 
agreement to provide a DTT platform on 20 April 2009. 


The group divested of its assets in Latvia, Finland and the Czech Republic in 2012; 
Hungary in 2013 "a, 


On 6 February 2014, Communicorp announced it would be acquiring eight UK stations 
from Global Radio, subject to review by Ireland's Competition Authority.24 The stations 
were required to be sold off by the Competition Commission following Global's 
acquisition of GMG Radio in 2012. The formation of Communicorp UK on 1 April 2014, 
headquartered in Manchester, allowed Communicorp UK to be operated as a standalone 
e ntity i [citation needed] 


The Bulgarian stations were sold in 20182 


Stations[edit] 
Ireland 


e Dublin's 98FM 
e Newstalk 


e SPIN 1038 
e SPIN Southwest 
e Today FM 


e TXEM (30% ownership; closed in 2016) 
United Kingdom 


e Capital South Wales 
e Capital Scotland 
e Heart Hertfordshire 
e Heart North Wales 
e Heart Yorkshire 
e XS Manchester 
e Smooth East Midlands 
e Smooth North East 
e Smooth North West 
(All with the exception of XS Manchester under licence from Global Radio). 


Other subsidiaries[edit] 


Communicorp have an interest in the digital and PR agency ICAN," and previously 
(through its subsidiary Demirca) also operated the online marketplace 
AppliancesDelivered.ie.“““2 The latter began as a magazine called 'Buy & Sell’, and 
changed ownership several times,2224 before being acquired in 2015 and rebranded 
in 2016.28 AppliancesDelivered.ie ceased operations in 2019." 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:24 "Denis O'Brien's Communicorp to acquire Irish radio stations -Today 
FM, FM104 and Highland Radio - in €200m deal". Finfacts. 16 July 2007. Archived 
from the original on 1 June 2015. 

2. ^ Byrne, Elaine (16 October 2011). "So who's afraid of Denis O'Brien? Enda Kenny 
is". Sunday Independent. 

3. ^ "Emap sells radio stations to O'Brien". RTE News. 16 July 2007. Archived from the. 
original on 5 March 2015. 

4. ^ "O'Brien buys Emap radio stations in €200m deal". The Irish Emigrant. 18 July 
2007. Archived from the original on 1 June 2015. 

5. ^ "Blow for O'Brien's €200m radio bid". Irish Examiner. 9 October 2007. Archived 
from the original on 1 June 2015. 

6. ^ Beesley, Arthur (9 October 2007). "Denis O'Brien cannot buy FM104 as part of 
€200m deal". The Irish Times. Archived from the original on 1 June 2015. 

7. ^ Hancock, Ciarán (12 January 2008). "O'Brien seals €200m deal for Emap's three 
Irish radio outlets". The Irish Times. Archived from the original on 1 June 2015. 

8. ^ "Denis O'Brien sells Highland Radio". The Irish Emigrant. 11 May 2008. Archived 
from the original on 1 June 2015. 

9. ^ Hancock, Ciarán (12 January 2008). "O'Brien sells Highland Radio". The Irish Times. 
Archived from the original on 1 June 2015. 


market rea -again- -30775136. html 
11. * Martin, Roy (6 February 2014). "Communicorp buys 8 Global stations". RadioToday. 
Retrieved 6 February 2014. 


13. ^ 2 "Slowey steps dowa as Communicorp CEO". marketing.ie. Marketing Magazine. 
Retrieved 18 October 2019. 

14. ^ Jump up to:2 £ "O'Brien shuts down online appliances retailer due to 'market 
forces". irishtimes.com. Irish Times. 18 October 2019. Retrieved 18 
October 2019. Accounts for Demirca, the immediate Irish parent of 
AppliancesDelivered, show it had accumulated losses of about €5.5 million by the 
end of 2017 

15. ^ "AdLib: Time to get set for Google Shopping". independent.ie. Independent News & 
Media. 16 February 2017. AppliancesDelivered.ie [..is..] part of Denis O'Brien's 
Communicorp 

16. ^ "Associated to offload 'Buy and Sell". Irish Independent. 13 May 2007. Retrieved 3 
May2012. 

17. ^ O'Faolain, Aodhan. "Liquidator seeks sale of 'Buy and Sell' to Demirca - 
Independent.ie". Independent.ie. 

18. ^ People, Bray. "Newtown's Philip behind new online retailer AppliancesDelivered.ie - 
Independent.ie". Independent.ie. 


Galaxy (radio network) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Galaxy 


100-106 


galaxy 


the uk’s no.1 hit music station 


Broadcas Birmingham, South Wales , County 

t area Durham, Hampshire, Isle of 
Wight, Manchester, Northumberland, Glasgo 
w for (Scotland), Tyne and 
Wear, Yorkshire, UK 


Branding '*TSA's* No.1 Hit Music Station’ 
Slogan The UK's No.1 Hit Music Station 
Frequenc 100Mhz-106Mhz, 
y DAB in some areas, 

Virgin Media - 919 


RDS: Galaxy_ or Galaxy __ 


First air 28 April 2008 
date 


Last air 3 January 2011 
date 


Format = Rhythmic CHR 


Languag English 


e(s) 
Owner Global Radio 


Sister Heart, The Hit Music Network 


stations 


Website Galaxy Radio (Redirects to CapitalFM) 


Galaxy was a radio network owned by Global Radio and broadcast across the British 
Isles on FM in regional areas of England and Scotland, through the digital platform with 
Sky and DAB and online respectively. Stations included stations: Galaxy 

Birmingham, Galaxy Manchester, Galaxy North East, Galaxy Scotland, Galaxy South 
Coast and Galaxy Yorkshire. Programming was networked throughout the stations 
from Leeds - excluding weekday breakfast/drivetime and weekend mornings. On 
Monday 28 April 2008, Galaxy was rebranded as a mainstream station by Creative 
Spark with a brand new layout including a fresh logo and a completely new show 
schedule. 


Galaxy Scotland (formerly known as XFM Scotland), launched on Saturday 7 November 
2008, and Galaxy South Coast (rebranded from Power FM), launched on Saturday 22 
November 2008, as the two new radio stations to join the Galaxy Network which was 
part of Global Radio's plans to simplify radio stations they own and expand other radio 
stations across the UK. 


Galaxy used RCS Selector and Master Control as its music playout system. According to 
RAJAR figures, Galaxy was the 7th most listened to radio station in the UK. 


The network was rebranded and merged with The Hit Music Network on 3 January 2011 
to form 'The Capital FM Network’, comprising nine stations in London, Scotland, South 
East Wales, the West & East Midlands and northern & southern England broadcasting 
under the Capital FM identity.) Local programming on the Hit Music stations is now 
restricted to daily breakfast and weekday drivetime shows. 


History[edit] 


The first Galaxy station, Galaxy Radio was launched in 1990 in Bristol broadcasting from 
studios in Portland Square on the 97.2 FM frequency. The station became a key rival to 
the city's GWR FM station and was operated by the Chiltern Radio Group under the "Hot 
FM" brand. The line up at the time included Andy Gelder, Rik Scott, Keith Francis 
(station manager), Andy Beeley, Tristan B, Bob Prince, Tin Tin and Roni Size. It quickly 
became the most successful dance music station in the UK and was reaching half of all 
16 - 24 year olds in the city every week. In 1994, the station was awarded the licence to 
broadcast on the new Severn Estuary frequency on 101 megahertz serving South Wales 
and the West of England areas and was rebranded as Galaxy 101. Chrysalis Radio 
purchased the station in 1996 and in 1997 expanded the network by buying the Faze 
FM operated stations which were Kiss 102 in Manchester (which became Galaxy 
Manchester) and Kiss 105 in Yorkshire (which became Galaxy Yorkshire) respectively. In 
1998, black community station Choice FM was acquired in Birmingham and 

became Galaxy Birmingham. Chrysalis Radio scored another success in 1999 with 

the Radio Authority's award of the North East regional licence to Galaxy North East. 
However, Galaxy 101's success in Bristol was starting to falter, and the station was sold 
to the GWR Group in 2002, becoming Vibe 101 (now Kiss 101). On 7 November 2008, 
Xfm Scotland became Galaxy Scotland after Global Radio purchased GCap. 


With Galaxy renaming their stations in 2006 to their respective areas of Birmingham, 
Manchester, North East, Yorkshire and Digital, they introduced a new "Up for It" image 
but at the same time being a more grown-up station. This is reflective in Galaxy's 
demographic now increasing from the 15-29 age range to the 15-34 age range. 


The owners of Galaxy, Global Radio, did have aims to expand the radio brand across the 
UK by introducing new stations but only two occurred for Scotland with Galaxy Scotland 
and for the south coast of England with Galaxy South Coast before it was decided to roll 
out the Capital FM brand instead. 


In August 2009, following Chill being taken off air, Galaxy replaced the station on 
numerous networks in different areas including Bournemouth, Cambridge, Cardiff, 
Norwich, Peterborough, Southend and more. 


Until 14 November 2010, Galaxy Yorkshire was available on Sky channel 0112 and 
Virgin Media channel 919. Galaxy was due to be available on various platforms like 
Freeview, (channel 724) and Freesat. but never came into effect. 


Strapline[edit] 


On Friday 21 March 2008, the radio station has changed their ‘Passion for Music, 
Passion for Life’ strap-line slogan to ‘Love Music. 


As of 11 July 2010, Galaxy changed its slogan to "TSA's No. 1 Hit Music Station" inline 
with Capital London. 


Galaxy Dance Anthems[edit] 


In 2007, Galaxy released a three disk box set called Galaxy Dance Anthems featuring 
50 club classics. 


Galaxy Chart Shows[edit] 


The first chart Galaxy Radio broadcast was Hit40UK. After this, the Fresh 40 chart was 
broadcast across the brand, but soon after the chart was cancelled. A replacement 
chart, The Galaxy 40, was introduced and produced by Galaxy Radio. It was networked 
across all Galaxy radio stations. The chart show was produced and made up of the 
latest and most popular dance, RnB/Rap and pop hits from Galaxy stations and the 
public. The Galaxy 40 did its last show on Sunday 7 June 2009, leaving the 

commercial Big Top 40 Show to take over the airwaves, although unlike the Fresh 

40 and the Galaxy 40, Big Top 40 is based on iTunes downloads and airplay. The 
official UK Top 10 is also available, on each station website, but not announced on air. 


Michael Jackson Tribute[edit] 


After Michael Jackson's death was announced, Galaxy paid tribute by playing Michael 
Jackson songs every 4-6 songs played. Andi Durrant also produced a 10-minute mini mix 
/ mash up of Jacksons biggest hits. On 28 June, after The Big Top 40 Show, Galaxy aired 
a 1-hour Michael Jackson tribute known as Michael Jackson: The 'King of Pop’. This was 
basically a 1-hour run through of his life from Jackson 5 up to his death. 


Programming[edit] 
The Galaxy Network schedule in December 2010 was: 


Networked presenters[edit] 


e Greg Hughes (weekday overnights & early breakfast) e David 'Nu Cool' Du 
e Sacha Brooks (weekday and Saturday mornings) e Adam O'Neil (Satur 
e Ant Payne (weekday and Saturday afternoons) e Steve Sutherland ( 


e james Barr (weekday evenings) e Tiësto (Sunday ear 


e Adele Roberts (Sunday to Thursday nights, Sunday overnight) e James Cusack (Sat 
e Andi Durrant (Friday mid-evening, Saturday evening) e Carl Hughes (Satur 
e Martyn 'Mash' Henderson (Friday night) 


Syndicated presenters[edit] 
e Rich Clarke (The Vodafone Big Top 40) e Kat Shoob (The Vo 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Miranda Rae (British radio DJ) 
Note(s) [edit] 


e Philippa Collins, Steve Myers, Lola Rose-Maxwell and Dan Lee were the voiceover 
artists on Galaxy. 

e The Monday to Friday 0100 - 0400 slot was presented by Tom Ferguson until his 
departure to Channel 4 Radio. 

e Matt Spokes was the presenter of Monday to Saturday afternoons until his departure 
to Key 103.2 Interim cover was provided by Sunday afternoon presenter Ant Payne 
from November 2010 with Payne's 
original slot covered by various DJ's. 

e Michael Blades, Matt Foister, Carl Hughes and Will Smith were cover presenters in 
the latter half of 2010; with contracted DJ's leaving or absent. 


Capital[edit] 
Further information: Capital (radio network) 


On 3 January 2011, The Galaxy Network and The Hit Music Network merged to 

create Capital, with the branding of “95 - 106 Capital FM, The UK’s No.1 Hit Music 
Station” but the stations ID locally as [freq] Capital. Local news hours have been 
extended and local advertising remains locally sold. All programming, with the 
exception of weekday breakfast/drivetime and weekend afternoons, originates 

from Capital studios in Leicester Square, London. Specialist dance music programming 
remains on overnights excluding Sunday. Galaxy fell silent on 30 June 2015 when a MXR 
Yorkshire ensembles was closed and Capital moving to local multiplexes. 
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Galaxy Digital 


Broadcast area Selected areas across the UK 


Frequency DAB Digital Radio 


Online (Live Audio Stream) 


Format Rhythmic CHR 
Owner Galaxy Radio, Global Radio 
Website Galaxy FM 


Galaxy Digital was a radio station broadcasting through the digital platform across the 
United Kingdom and was owned by Global Radio. It primarily broadcast in areas where 
Galaxy was not represented on FM, such as London, Leicester, Nottingham, 

and Derbyshire. It also formerly broadcast in Central Scotland, until the relaunch of Xfm 
Scotland as Galaxy Scotland, at which point Galaxy Digital on DAB was replaced with a 
relay of Xfm London. 


The digital station was a ‘sister’ radio station to the local Galaxy Network services in 
various areas. The digital service was broadcast largely from the Galaxy 

Yorkshire studios, and much of the content networked across the group came from this 
location. 


Since Monday 21 January 2008, Galaxy Digital was changed from its own dedicated 
service (albeit with mostly network content) to broadcast almost entirely as a direct 
relay of Galaxy Yorkshire, though the ‘Across Yorkshire’ on-air tagline was replaced 

by ‘Across the UK’ on the digital service. (Online listeners to the Galaxy Digital site gota 
direct feed of the Yorkshire service, with the Yorkshire tagline). Since Friday 21 March 
2008, the radio station changed their ‘Passion for Music, Passion for Life' strap-line 
slogan to ‘Love Music’; the tagline changed again in 2010 to "The UK's Number One Hit 
Music Station" in preparation for the impending Capital relaunch (see below). 


Galaxy Digital, as with the other Galaxy stations, specialised 

in Mainstream pop/dance/urban music with shows such as 'Hirsty's Daily Dose’ in the 
mornings and James Barr in the evenings. Galaxy Digital often played cut-down versions 
of songs (usually recurrents) to fill in for all or part of the commercial break whilst the 
other Galaxy Stations played regional adverts. 


In January 2011, Galaxy Digital ceased to operate, due to the merger of Galaxy stations 
into The Capital FM Network by Global Radio. 


Broadcast areas[edit] 


Galaxy Digital was initially created by then-owner Chrysalis to broadcast in areas where 
Galaxy was not available on FM. As such it was provided on the Switch Scotland regional 


DAB multiplex for Central Scotland, and on one of the London multiplexes, whilst in the 
East Midlands, where no regional multiplex is available, it broadcast on the two local 
multiplexes for Nottingham and Leicester (Derbyshire having yet to switch on a local 
multiplex). 


Galaxy Digital was rolled out to a number of other DAB areas in 2009, following the 
removal of sister station Chill.“ In some areas of the South of England, a relay of Galaxy 
South Coast was added rather than Galaxy Digital. 


Galaxy Digital carriage in Central Scotland ended following the relaunch of Xfm Scotland 
as Galaxy Scotland, at which point Galaxy Digital on DAB was replaced with a relay 
of Xfm London. 


In 2009, Galaxy Digital and Xfm London were added to the South Wales regional DAB 
multiplex; Galaxy took the place of sister station Choice, which moved to Xfm's previous 
location on the local Cardiff and Bristol multiplexes.“ Whereas the other MXR regional 
multiplexes carried Galaxy (usually the nearest local variant), Galaxy had not been 
available on the Severn regional multiplex, as local service Kiss 101 (ironically, formerly 
Galaxy 101) had been provided as the "dance" station instead. 


Ownership[edit] 


The Galaxy services were owned by Chrysalis Radio. On Monday 25 June 2007, it was 
announced that Chrysalis Radio, including the Galaxy Network, along with its sister 
stations The Arrow, LBC and Heart, were to be sold for £170 million to Global Radio by 
owners Chrysalis Group. 


Chrysalis Radio became wholly owned by Global Radio on Monday 30 July 2007 when 
the transaction was completed; at this point the Chrysalis name ceased to be used.221 


Global Radio subsequently merged with GCap Media, owner of 95.8 Capital FM, Choice 
FM, XFM and others. 


Capital rebrand([edit] 


In January 2011, as part of a brand relaunch, Galaxy stations across the UK were 
combined with London's 95.8 Capital FM and the stations of the Hit Music Network to 
form the new multi-station "Capital FM Network". Galaxy Digital was replaced by Capital 
in most areas, except where Capital already broadcast alongside Galaxy. 


Removal of Capital/Galaxy overlap[edit] 


The rebrand of Galaxy and Hit Music stations as a single network lead to overlaps in 
those areas where Galaxy Digital was available alongside 95.8 Capital FM or a local 
HMN station. The areas affected were London, Nottingham, Leicester and South Wales 
on DAB, and on digital TV platforms. (South Wales was also impacted, as Galaxy Digital 
was on the regional multiplex with Red Dragon - to become Capital South Wales - 
provided on the local Cardiff multiplex). 


In November 2010, Galaxy was removed from the Sky Digital platform; its slot on 
channel 0112 was taken by moving LBC 97.3 from 0124 to 0112, and adding LBC News 
1152 on 0124. Shortly afterward, Galaxy was removed from Virgin Media and also 
replaced with LBC News 1152. (In 2016, LBC News was replaced on TV platforms by 
Heart Extra.) 


On DAB, Galaxy Digital was replaced with The Arrow on DAB in London in November 
2010. In January 2011, Galaxy Digital on DAB in Leicester and Nottingham was replaced 


by Heart Digital (a relay of Heart 106.2 from London) - this was designed to coincide 
with the rebranding of Heart East Midlands as Gem 106. 


As a result of the change, DAB listeners in South Wales could for a time receive two 
versions of Capital - on the MXR regional multiplex, 95.8 Capital FM (from London) had 
replaced Galaxy Digital, whilst the Cardiff local multiplex carried the local Capital (the 
former Red Dragon). Following the cessation of the MXR Severn regional multiplex, 
changes have been made: Capital South Wales remained on the expanded south-east 
Wales local ensemble (which expanded its coverage following the closure of the 
regional provision), and also secured carriage on the Swansea/Southwest Wales local 
multiplex, whilst Bristol, previously provided with Capital London on the regional 
ensemble, saw the London station added to the local multiplex in place of Choice FM. 


In all other areas, where there was no overlap, a Capital station (usually the London 
service) has replaced Galaxy on DAB. All carriage of Galaxy as a service has ceased. 


Former Galaxy Radio Stations[edit] 


: Post- 
Broadcast area Pre Capital PM Capital FM Slogan 
branding : 
branding 
Birmingham and the West Galaxy 1022 Birmingham's No.1 
Midlands Birmingham Capital FM Hit Music Station 
Galaxy 102 Capital Manchester's No.1 
Greater Manchester Manchester EM Hit Music Station 
105-106 The North East's 
Teesside / Tyne and Wear Galaxy North East | =~ No.1 Hit Music 
Capital FM : 
Station 
Central Beat 106 / Xfm ; ; 
Scotland (Glasgow / Edinburg | Scotland / Galaxy nT P E nii 
h) Scotland nedi 
The South Coast's 
South Coast eee ie as = z cm No.1 Hit Music 
saprata Station 
Yorkshire Galaxy Yorkshire 105 Capital Yorkshire's No.1 


FM Hit Music Station 
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The Hit Music Network 


Broadcast London, South East Wales and the East 


area Midlands, UK 


Branding Your Number 1 Hit Music Station 


Frequenc Various, also DAB, Online 


y 


First air 1973-1988 
date 


Format Contemporary Hit 
Radio, News, Entertainment, Speech, Showb 


iz 


Language English 
(s) 


Owner Global Radio 


Sister The Heart Network, Galaxy Network 


stations 


The Hit Music Network was a collection of five Independent Local Radio stations 
operating in the United Kingdom and owned by Global Radio. Created on 25 June 2008, 
the stations were formerly owned by GCap Media prior to its takeover by Global and, 
with the exception of 95.8 Capital FM, were all part of The One Network. Initially the 
network included Trent FM, Ram FM, Leicester Sound, Mercia FM, and Beacon FM 
Wolverhampton until the latter two we removed as they were part of the disposal 

by Global Radio after the GCap Media purchase and purchased by Orion Media. Mercury 
FM Crawley, Ten 17 in Harlow and Hertfordshire's Mercury 96.6 joined the Hit Music 
Network at that point, until 26 July 2010. Red Dragon FM in South Wales, whilst part of 
the Hit Music Network, remained local 24 hours a day taking none of the network 
programmes (except the Big Top Forty). 


Its core audience was 18- to 34-year-olds." 


Networked programming originated from Trent FM's studios in Chapel Quarter, 
Nottingham under Programme Director Dick Stone. 


The network was rebranded and merged with The Galaxy Network in January 2011 to 
form 'The Capital FM Network’, comprising eight stations in London, Scotland, South 
East Wales, the West & East Midlands and northern & southern England broadcasting 
under the Capital FM identity. Local programming on the stations is restricted to daily 
breakfast and weekday drivetime shows (alongside some local specialist output) 

with Trent FM, Leicester Sound and Ram FM merged to form Capital FM East 

Midlands from Nottingham." 


History[edit] 
Further information: The One Network 


The One Network was formed following the merger of GWR Group and Capital Radio in 
2005, merging GWR's Mix Network with Capital's Capital FM Network and was 
relaunched in September 2007. 


In 2008, Global Radio acquired GCap and announced plans to break up the One 
Network, with most stations being rebranded as Heart, one becoming a Galaxy station 
and the remaining others retaining their 'heritage' brand as a new network (mainly as 
the stations overlapped with existing Heart stations). 


On Air[edit] 


A schedule containing network shows - from Trent FM's studios in Nottingham - and 
local shows at various times was set for The Hit Music Network, but did not operate 


on 95.8 Capital FM in London or Red Dragon FM in South East Wales. The Big Top 40 
Show was broadcast throughout the whole of the Hit Music Network. 


The Hit Music Network was renowned for its high rotation of songs and tight 
presentation. The presenters often ensured the most songs possible were played in an 
hour. This was a direct contrast to the BBCs CHR station Radio 1, where the presenters 
stop music and have longer 'personality' links, as opposed to the speedlinks of the Hit 
Music Network. Unlike Radio 1, the network did not play alternative, rock or classic hits 
music. 


Capital Network[edit] 


On Monday 3 January 2011, all Hit Music Network & Galaxy Network stations were 
rebranded as "Capital FM", forming a new Capital FM Network. All programming with the 
exception of breakfast, drivetime, weekend afternoon and some local specialist output 
originates from 95.8 Capital FM London. 


Stations rebranded: 


e 103.2 & 97.4 Red Dragon FM - 97.4/103.2 Capital FM "South Wales' No.1 Hit Music 
Station" 

e Leicester Sound, Ram FM and Trent FM - 96-106 Capital FM "East Midlands' No.1 Hit 
Music Station" 

e Galaxy Birmingham - 102.2 Capital FM "Birmingham's No.1 Hit Music Station" 

e Galaxy Manchester - 102 Capital FM "Manchester's No.1 Hit Music Station" 

e Galaxy North East - 105-106 Capital FM "North East's No.1 Hit Music Station" 

e Galaxy Scotland - 105-106 Capital FM "Scotland's No.1 Hit Music Station" 

e Galaxy South Coast - 103.2 Capital FM "South Coast's No.1 Hit Music Station" 

e Galaxy Yorkshire - 105 Capital FM "Yorkshire's No.1 Hit Music Station" 


Stations[edit] 


e 95.8 Capital FM (London) 

e Leicester Sound (Leicester) 

e Red Dragon FM (South East Wales) 

e Ram FM (Derby) 

e Trent FM (Nottingham) 

e Ten 17 (Harlow, East Hertfordshire & West Essex) - until Monday 26 July 2010 
e Hertfordshire's Mercury 96.6 (South Hertfordshire) - until Monday 26 July 2010 
e Mercury FM (East Surrey & North Sussex) - until Monday 26 July 2010 

e Mercia FM (Coventry)- until 2009 

e Beacon FM (Wolverhampton)- until 2009 


Ten 17 and Mercury FM were merged with Heart stations in Essex and Sussex & Surrey 
and the independently owned Mercury 96.6 was rebranded as Heart Hertfordshire. 


See also[edit] 
e Global Radio 
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The One Network 


one“ 


network 
Former type Defunct brand of Global Radio 
Industry Broadcasting 
Founded 2005 - 2009 
Defunct 2009 


Headquarters UK 


Products Local Radio 
Owner Capital FM Network 
Website haventyouheard.co.uk 


musicradio.com 


The One Network was the collective name for thirty-eight regional Independent Local 
Radio licences operated by Gcap Media in the United Kingdom. It was formed from the 
combination of GWR Group's 'The Mix Network’ and Capital Radio Group's 'The 


Capital Radio Network' when the companies merged in 2005. Its main regional radio 
network rival was the Big City Network, owned by Bauer Group. 


It was announced in September 2008 that most of The One Network would be re- 
branded 'Heart', this being completed by June 2009 “2 with seven retaining their name 
as anew Hit Music Network, and Power FM becoming Galaxy South Coast, as part of 
the Galaxy Network. The One Network was subsequently folded into the Heart 
Network or The Hit Music Network, both owned by Global, and programming aligned 
accordingly.®! In January 2011, the last remaining "heritage" radio stations owned by 
Global and operating as The Hit Music Network were merged with The Galaxy 

Network and rebranded under the Capital FM name becoming The Capital FM Network. 


Only a handful of the original One Network stations in the English Midlands, sold 
to Orion Media, remained (see below) until they were merged to create Free Radio. 


History[edit] 


The Origin of The One Network stems from the merger of GWR Group's The Mix Network 
and Capital Radio's Capital FM Network. On 1 August 2007 there was a change to the 
logo and sound of ex-Capital stations to harmonise with former GWR stations. 


The One Network (previously 'The Mix Network') was created by GWR Group in attempt 
to create a national radio network on minimal cost by simulcasting the same 
programmes across all stations at off-peak times of day. All of GWR's networked 
stations used the same branding and presentation design, alongside similar slogans, 
initially "today's better music mix", later "today's best mix" and "the best mix of the 
80s, 90s and today." 


All centrally produced programming and playlists were broadcast from GWR FM 

Bristol (later Leicester Square, London at Capital FM's studios), and songs are broadcast 
simultaneously as neighbouring group stations, albeit with the exception 

of advertisements and local station identities/slogans, pre-recorded weather and brief 
social action or What's On inserts. Many avid listeners were disappointed by GWR's 
approach to networking programmes and reducing local content, but GWR felt that 
networking was the way forward and as a result, GWR gained much financial success, 
mainly due to the group's long held philosophy of heavily researching the average 
person's listening habits and tastes. Such practices were led by Group chairman Ralph 
Bernard, who oversaw the creation of the tightly formatted sound where popular Top 40 
chart hits and ex-Top 40 songs are blended in with older hits. Despite the changes of 
schedule and management, the stations continue to be commercial market leader in the 
areas in which they operate. To increase the listener's perception of each station's local 
output, GWR came up with 'The Black Thunders', often Mitsubishi 4x4s that travel 
around local events promoting the station they were allocated to. 


The Mix also ran for a short while as a station on its own nationally on Sky Digital taking 
the same format as the other stations, but was unsuccessful even though it was 
promoted on the FM stations. 


A similar concept of syndicating programmes across local radio stations had previously 
been used by the Marcher Radio Group bouquet of stations, which eventually became 
part of The One Network. In addition to The One Network's networked programmes from 
Bristol, the Marcher stations simulcast many of its sub-regional programming 
throughout its four local licences. 


Capital FM Network[edit] 


Capital FM Network was the collective brand name of local radio stations owned 

by Capital Radio, all purchased between 1993 and 1998. The stations were roughly 
based around the format of the company's London based station Capital FM and were 
linked by sharing the same logo. Stations under the brand were Fox_ 

FM (Oxfordshire), Red Dragon FM (South Wales), Power FM (South coast), Southern 

EM (Sussex), Beat 106 (Central Scotland), BRMB (Birmingham) and Invicta FM (Kent). 
The stations still used these logos until September 2007 and were closely linked until 
2005. Due to falling listening figures Capital FM was removed from the network and re- 
branded Capital 95.8. The other stations then fell under the hands of the One Network. 


The One Network's logo was initially an amalgamation of the two original logos, utilising 
the Mix Network's symbol and the Capital FM Network font. In July 2007, a unified look 
for all the One Network stations was adopted, covering everything from car stickers and 
on-stage branding to letterheads and screensavers, based on a visual identity of green 
and pink bubbles. The One Network's logo was then adapted to become the logo for the 
new, but now defunct "Hit Music Network" “1 


Reformat of the station sound[edit] 


Ahead of the breakup of the network and rebranding of its stations, the One Network 
stations were split up into three groups: 


Network One - Stations that were to become Heart; these carried the slogan "More 
Music Variety" and adopted AC/Hot AC formats more similar in tone to Heart services. 
(Most stations in the network, e.g. Fox FM, GWR FM, Invicta FM, Beacon Radio 
Shropshire*) 


Network Two - Stations which retained a CHR format, and used the slogan "(TSA's) Hit 
Music Station" - these would go on to form the Hit Music Network after the other 
stations converted to Heart in 2009. Some of these were made Heart in July 2010 
(Mercury Herts, Mercury 102.7, Ten-17) The rest of the stations (including Trent FM, 
Leicester Sound, Red Dragon FM) are now part of the Capital network. 


Network Three - A group of stations in the West Midlands that went on to be bought by 
Orion Media after competition issues required their divestment - these stations were 
initially part of Network Two from Nottingham, but on being split off for sale, the 
network feed for these stations (Beacon Radio, Mercia, Wyvern) came from BRMB in 
Birmingham - These stations ceased carrying Global content and are now known as Free 
Radio as of March 2012. 


e Beacon Radio Shropshire was, at a time, separate to the West Midlands station. It 
broadcast Local breakfast and drive, taking the Network One feed. Beacon Radio 
West Midlands broadcast local breakfast and drive, taking the Network Three feed. 
Beacon Radio Shropshire did not go on to become Heart - the Beacon services were 
ultimately sold to Orion and became Free Radio. 


Programmes[edit] 


Main syndicated programmes across the network included: 


e The Big Top 40 Show (Sunday 4pm to 7pm) presented by Richard Clarke and Kat 
Shoob - now on Heart 


Kevin Hughes (formerly Music Control - Weekdays 7pm to 10pm) presented by Kevin 
Hughes. The ‘Music Control' name was dropped on 30 June 2008. 

The Wind Down (2008-2009). Love songs & dedications presented by Northants 
96 presenter Cat James. Occupying the 10pm to 1am slot that "Late Night Love" 
used. 

Pat Sharp (2008-2009)- Saturdays 12.00pm to 3.00pm. (Replaced The Jeremy 

Kyle Show) 

Music On Demand (every night lam to 6am Sun-Fri, Lam to 7am Sat) presented by 
Dan Wood or Andy Henly 

Philippa Collins (2008-2009) - network presenter for the majority of One Network 
stations at 10.00am to 1pm. 

Club Classics (Friday and Saturday 7pm to 12am) presented by Gaz Wesley 
Sunday Night with Jason Donovan (Sunday 7pm to 10pm) presented by Jason 
Donovan - now on Heart 

The Entertainment Edge (2007-2008) presented by Ryan Seacrest. 

Late Night Love (1995-2008) a phone-in show presented by Graham Torrington. 
The Jeremy Kyle Show (2007-2008) 


On Friday and Saturday evenings the network formerly split in some areas, with two 
shows being sent simultaneously. The local stations could choose which programme 
they wished to broadcast depending upon their audience. The shows on the split 
networks were: 


Non-Stop Party (Friday 10pm to 1am) presented by Toni Phillips 

School Daze (Friday 10pm to lam) presented by Trevor Marshal 

Hairbrush Divas (Saturday 7pm to 10pm) presented by Sally Bailey 

Party Friday/Saturday (Friday and Saturday evenings) presented by Howard Ritchie 


Slogans[edit] 


1994 A mix of the 70s, 80s and the best of today 

1995 Station name - A better music mix - from the 70s, 80s and today 

1997 Today's better music mix 

2001 Station name - "Today's best mix" 

2004 "Today's best mix, today's best variety" - "More music, less talk" - "The best 
mix of the 80s, 90s and today" 

2007 On-air "Today's best mix" and "Haven't you heard?" The additional tagline of 
"Haven't you heard?", used on website and advertising only - not used on air, 
appears to have disappeared from the individual station's websites as of March 
2008. 

2008 "TSA's Hit Music Station" - As of 2009 stations within the Hit Music Network 
have adopted this slogan. 

2008 "More Music Variety" - A majority of One Network stations adopted this slogan 
in June 2008 and it has now been adapted for the wider Heart network, along with 
"this is Heart" ("London's Heart" in the capital). 


Content delivery[edit] 


On the previous Mix Network, stations were traditionally supplied syndicated content 
using a dedicated satellite network, which proved costly and relatively inflexible. 


Network show presenters would have to travel to the GWR Group head office in Passage 
Street, Bristol to broadcast across the network. In 2004, the GWR Group 

commissioned Thus to design and implement an upgrade to allow broadcasts across 
The Mix Network to be delivered using an MPLS IP VPN meaning that content could not 
only be delivered from any station in the group to the whole network, but also to 
individual groups of stations excluding the rest of the network if desired. 


Content was delivered around their IP network using a system designed in-house by 
GWR Group, called BLAST. BLAST can automatically adjust to any problems during 
broadcast; it would drop an audio stream from stereo to mono to save bandwidth if it 
realises contention and if a packet is dropped BLAST will stretch the audio stream by 26 
milliseconds to fill. 


The network shows for all the "More Music Variety" One Network stations were 
broadcast from GCap Media studios, Leicester Square, London (now the studio used for 
Gold network programming). 


Stations[edit] 


The One Network consisted of thirty eight regional contractors, previously owned by 
GWR and Capital Radio, and prior to that, mostly independent. All of the stations in the 
network broadcast the same programming in off-peak times, with most local 
programming allotted in daytime hours. On air, there was no reference to a national 
network (except during some competitions); just plainly the regional name. Besides 
advertisements, slogans, and ten second pre-recorded weather and What's On/social 
action inserts (to satisfy the demands of regulator Ofcom), weekday networked 
programmes were identical across all stations. On Saturday evenings, stations either 
broadcast 'Hairbrush Divas' or 'Party Anthems’ dependent on the target audience. All of 
the thirty-eight stations used the same generic imaging, with exception of the sung 
station-names. These were produced by Music4. 


Former GWR Group stations[edit] 


e 2-Ten FM e Lantern FM 
e 2CR e Leicester Sound 
e Trent FM e Marcher Sound 
e 96.9 Chiltern Radio e Mercia (sold to Orion Media and 
e 97.6 Chiltern Radio operating as Free Radio) 
e Beacon Radio (sold to Orion Media and ° Mercury FM 

now called Free Radio) e Northants 96 
e = Wirral's Buzz e Orchard FM 
e Champion e Plymouth Sound 
e Coast e 0103 
e Essex FM e Radio Broadland 
e Horizon Radio e RAM FM 
e GWR Bath e SGR Colchester 
e GWR Bristol e SGR-FM 
e GWR Wiltshire e Severn Sound 
e Gemini FM e South Hams Radio 
e Hereward FM e Ten 17 

e Trent FM 


e Wyvern FM (sold to Orion Media and 
now operating as Free Radio 


Herefordshire & Worcestershire’) 


Former Capital Group stations[edit] 


e brmb (sold to Orion Media and now e Power FM 
called Free Radio) e Southern FM 
e Fox FM e Red Dragon FM 
e Invicta FM e Ocean FM 
e Beat 106 e Capital FM (London) 


The end of The One Network[edit] 
Rebranded stations[edit] 


Following Global Radio's takeover of GCap, it was announced that One Network stations 
will be integrated into Global's Heart Network and Galaxy Network brands. 


Bate ot Old name New name 
rebrand 
November 21, 
2008 Power FM Galaxy South Coast 
January 5, 2009 | Chiltern FM Heart Dunstable 
Horizon Radio Heart Milton Keynes 


Hereward FM Heart Peterborough 


Northants 96 Heart Northants 


Q103 Heart Cambridge 


Radio Broadland | Heart Norwich 


SGR Colchester | Heart Colchester 


SGR-FM Heart Ipswich 


Date of 
rebrand 


Heart Berkshire 


Heart Oxfordshire 


GWR Bath Heart Bath 
GWR Bristol Heart Bristol 
GWR Wiltshire Heart Wiltshire 


March 23, 2009 Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay 
Lantern FM Heart North Devon 
Orchard FM Heart Somerset 


Plymouth Sound | Heart Plymouth 


Severn Sound Heart Gloucestershire 


South Hams 
Radio 


June 22, 2009 2CR FM Heart Dorset & New Forest 


Heart South Devon 


Date of 


rebrand Old name New name 
Champion Heart Cymru 
Coast Heart North Wales Coast 
Essex FM Heart Essex 
Invicta FM Heart Kent 


Marcher Sound | Heart Cheshire and North East. 


Wales 
Ocean FM Heart Hampshire 
Southern FM Heart Sussex 
Wirral's Buzz Heart Wirral 


Hit Music Network[edit] 
Further information: The Hit Music Network 


The only One Network stations to survive the Heart/Galaxy re-brand were Mercury FM, 
Red Dragon FM, RAM FM, Ten 17, Trent FM and Leicester Sound, which joined Capital 
95.8 to become the Hit Music network. This is because all these stations apart from 
Red Dragon served areas where Heart was already available on FM or are in a major 
urban area. 


Red Dragon and Capital produced all of their own programming, while Mercury, RAM, 
Ten-17 and Leicester Sound took networked programming from Trent FM's studios when 
not carrying their own locally split output. tetatien neeaea, 


In 2010, Ten-17 and Mercury FM were rebranded Heart as part of the reorganisation of 
the 33 local Heart stations into a network of 15 larger regional services; as a result the 
HMN consisted of Capital, Red Dragon and the three stations in the East Midlands; 
Trent, RAM FM and Leicester Sound. In January 2011, these stations were merged 

with The Galaxy Network and rebranded under the Capital FM name becoming The 
Capital FM Network. 


Sold stations[edit] 


The West Midlands stations BRMB, Beacon, Mercia and Wyvern, which also serve an 
area where Heart is already available, were sold because Global already owns Heart and 
Galaxy in this region. However, it has also been said that these stations would be sold 
because the newly merged company (Global and GCap) would have too much control in 
the West Midlands area. 


It was announced in April 2009 that Bauer Radio were interested in the stations, 
81 however, in May 2009, the stations were sold to Orion Media, a company backed 


by Lloyds Development Capital and Phil Riley. 


See also[edit] 


e Global Radio 
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Capital 


95-106 
CAPITAL 
FM 


THE UK’S NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Branding 95-106 Capital 
Slogan The UK's No.1 Hit Music Station 
Frequency 95-108 MHz depending on area, 


DAB National on D1, 
Freesat: 719 
Freeview: 724 

Sky: 0109 

Virgin Media: 958 
RDS: Capital_ 


First air date Capital London, 1973; 
other stations 1975-1999; 
Capital (radio network), 2011 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Language(s) English / Welsh 
Owner Global 


| 
|Sister stations Capital XTRA 


Website www.capitalfm.com 


Capital is a network of twelve independent contemporary hit radio stations in the 
United Kingdom, broadcasting a mix of local and networked programming. Nine of the 


stations are owned and operated by Global, while the other three are owned and 
operated under separate franchise agreements.” 


As of June 2018, the stations serve a combined weekly audience of 7.4 million listeners 
and target a core audience in the 15-34 age group; 57% of all listeners are within this 
demographic.” 


Capital has a narrow playlist® with only a few changes per week, featuring songs from 
the last one to two years.) Unlike BBC Radio 1, Capital does not play rock, classic hits or 
alternative music. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Capital London, One, Galaxy, Hit Music, Timeline of Capital Radio 


Capital Radio, GWR and GCap Media[edit] 


Capital started as the independent music radio station for London in the early 1970s. 


In the 1990s, Capital Radio became one of the UK's major radio groups via acquisition of 
a number of local radio stations including Red Dragon FM, BRMB and Power FM. 

Rival GWR Group also acquired a number of local radio stations in the 1990s, 

including Leicester Sound, Ram FM, GWR FM, Chiltern FM, Hereward FM, Marcher 

Sound and Trent FM, which operated as part of the 33-station Mix network. 


Capital Radio and GWR Group's merger in 2005 to form GCap Media resulted in the 
stations being amalgamated into the One Network. This continued until June 2009 when 
most of the stations, now in the ownership of Global Radio, who had purchased GCap in 
2008, were rebranded as part of The Heart Network. This left Leicester Sound, Ram 

FM, Red Dragon FM and Trent FM which formed Hit Music with network content 
produced in Nottingham. In January 2011, these stations were rebranded as part of 
Capital, with the Leicester, Derby and Nottingham stations merged to form one regional 
station for the East Midlands. 


Galaxy[edit] 


The first Galaxy radio station, Galaxy 97.2, was launched in 1990 in South West 
England - initially broadcasting solely from Bristol - and operated under the Chiltern 
Radio Group. In 1994 the station won the first regional FM licence and moved frequency 
to 101.0 MHz, rebranded as Galaxy 101 and expanded coverage to include South Wales. 
At the same time a second studio was opened in Cardiff to provide some programming 
alongside the existing Bristol studio. Chrysalis Radio purchased the station in 1996 and, 
a year later, expanded the network by buying Faze FM's stations: Kiss 102 in 
Manchester and Kiss 105 in Yorkshire. In 1998, black community station Choice FM was 
acquired in Birmingham. Chrysalis Radio won the North East regional licence in 1999 
and sold the original station, Galaxy 101, to the GWR Group in 2002 (this station is 

now Kiss 101). 


In 2007, Chrysalis Radio was sold to Global Radio and following their subsequent 
acquisition of GCap in 2008, XFM Scotland and Power FM were rebranded under the 
Galaxy moniker in November 2008. Another rebrand followed in January 2011 when all 
Galaxy stations were rebranded as Capital. 


Capital[edit] 


Within the first five months of the network, Capital's flagship London station regained its 
position as the most listened-to commercial station in London. 

However, Manchester, the North East, South Wales and Yorkshire lost listeners, 
contrasting with Birmingham, Central Scotland and the South Coast where listening 
figures increased." 


On 1 July 2011, Global Radio requested changes to the formats of Capital 
Birmingham and Capital Scotland, which had inherited obligations from previous 
owners. This was to enable format consistency within all nine Capital stations.“ On 17 
November 2011, Ofcom approved both format change requests.“ 


On 6 February 2014, Global Radio announced it would be selling two of its Capital 
stations - in Scotland and South Wales - to Communicorp. Capital's network 
programming and brand name is still used by both stations under contract. 


Two ex-Heart stations were added to the network on 6 May 2014: Capital 


Cymru (serving Anglesey and Gwynedd) and Capital North West and Wales, 
broadcasting from Wrexham. 


On 18 January 2016, Global added the former Juice FM station in Liverpool to the 
network, after approval was given to buy the station from UTV Media for £10 million. 


In January 2018, Global added the former Juice 107.2 in Brighton and announced it 
would launch Capital Brighton on 3 September 2018.24 


In July 2018, Global brought 2BR in Lancashire from UKRD.#4 The station was merged 
with the Manchester station and joined the network on 8 April 2019.42 


In February 2019, following Ofcom's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, it was announced Capital would replace its local breakfast and 
weekend shows with additional networked programming from London as of Monday 8 
April 2019. This reduces total weekly hours of local programming on each station from 
43 to 15.231 


Capital Cymru retained its own local breakfast and weekend shows due to separate 
Welsh-language obligations.“ In May 2019, the station dropped all networked output 
and introduced a full schedule of local programming, including additional Welsh- 
language shows.” Capital Cymru also retains the network's branding and much of 
its CHR music playlist. 


Local Drivetime shows were retained, but some are now shared between stations. Local 
news, traffic updates and advertising is retained across all stations.22 


In September 2019, Quidem, the owners of six local radio stations in the English 
Midlands, announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement with Global, citing 
financial losses."4 Two months later, following OFCOM permission to change the 
stations' formats,” it was confirmed they would merge and join the Capital network on 
2 December 2019.22 As per the Communicorp-owned stations, Quidem continues to 
own Capital Mid-Counties as a franchise. 


List of Capital stations[edit] 


As of 2 December 2019, Capital's regional network consists of twelve stations. 


Year Capital station Studios 


cA ae! 
Capital Liverpool pool 
Capital London 


Capital Manchester and Lancashire ieee 


Capital Mid-Counties (franchise, owned Bonie 
by Quidem) nonrey 


Capital Midlands gham 
Capital North East 
Capital North West and Wales 
Capital Scotland (franchise, owned 

by Communicorp) 


Capital South ee 


2011 | Capital South Wales (franchise, owned 


= by Communicorp) Cardiff Ba 
oun Capital Yorkshire Leeds 


Production and programming[edit] 


Capital stations based in Central Scotland and Birmingham produced and transmitted 
specialist output for the network on Saturday and Sunday overnights respectively. 
However, in July 2012, this was replaced with content from 95.8 Capital studios 

in Leicester Square, London, where all the networked programming is now produced. 
Breakfast and drive-time shows on weekdays and weekend afternoons are produced 
and broadcast from local stations’ studios.24 Capital also broadcasts via a number of 
DAB ensembles that do not correspond with a local FM station, and as an audio channel 
on the Digital Terrestrial Television and Digital Satellite platforms. These platforms take 
a national feed with programming (except adverts) identical to that of 95.8 Capital 
London. 


Prior to January 2011, Leicester Sound, Ram FM and Trent FM shared off-peak 
programming from Trent's studios in Nottingham, whilst Galaxy programming came 
from studios in Leeds, Yorkshire. Red Dragon FM and Capital were entirely autonomous, 
producing all of their own output. 


The Capital radio network production and station sound was created by former Capital 
producer Arden Hanley2! and was then overseen by Chris Nicoll, who also runs 
production brand Wizz FX, until his departure in 2015 to join Wise Buddah. Howard 
Ritchie,23 Helen Austin? and Kayne Harrison are the voiceover artists for 96-107 
Capital. 


Virgin Media became the first sponsor of 95-106 Capital. The six-figure deal begun on 4 
January 2011, with weekday drive-time shows branded as The Virgin Media Home 
Run across all nine stations for a six-month period.22 


NewsS[edit] 


All Capital stations broadcast local news updates under the name of Capital Reports, 
every hour from 5am to 7pm on weekdays and from 6am to 12pm at weekends. 


Network opt-outs[edit] 


e In Anglesey and Gwynedd, Capital Cymru broadcasts local programming 24 hours a 
day as part of its Welsh language requirements - including presenter-led shows from 
6am-7pm on weekdays and 9am-4pm at weekends.” Welsh language music 
features in its playlist and local news bulletins are broadcast in both Welsh and 
English. As of May 2019, the station does not carry any Capital networked 
programming, apart from The Official Big Top 40 on Sundays. 

e The North Wales Coast, served by Capital North West and Wales on 96.3 FM, carries 
an hour-long Welsh language music programme at 5am on Sunday-Friday mornings. 


e In Birmingham, Capital Midlands opts out on Friday morning from 2-4am to air a 
specialist urban music show. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Will Cozens (Capital Weekends, Monday-Wednesday overnights) e Marvin Humes (Thi 
e Rob Ellis (Capital Drivetime in Manchester and Lancashire) e Roman Kemp (Cap 
e Vick Hope (Capital Breakfast weekdays) e Anton Powers (Live 
e Jimmy Hill (The Capital Evening Show) e Graeme Smith (Ca, 


Capital TV[edit] 
Main article: Capital TV 


Capital TV broadcast on the Sky and Freesat platforms from July 2012, and 
on Freeview in the Manchester area from October 2012, and was also available online. 
271 The channel played non-stop music videos. It closed in October 2018.2! 


Capital XTRA[edit] 
Main article: Capital XTRA 


On 3 October 2013, Global Radio announced that the Capital brand will be extended to 
form a new nationwide digital rhythmic contemporary radio station by rebranding 
Choice FM as Capital XTRA. The rebrand took place at 6:00am on 7 October. Capital 
XTRA is available on FM in London on 96.9 and 107.1 MHz and nationally on the Digital 
One DAB multiplex.22 


Capital FM Arena[edit] 


The Capital FM Arena was in Nottingham, and was sponsored as part of a deal which 
began with the predecessor brand Trent FM. In 2016, the naming rights of the Capital 
FM Arena were handed over to Motorpoint and the arena is now known as Motorpoint 
Arena Nottingham.2 


Events[edit] 


Every year, Capital holds a Summertime Ball, held in June at Wembley Stadium, 
and Jingle Bell Ball every December at the O2 Arena. Capital also hosts Fusion Festival 
UK which takes place every year in Liverpool in September. 


Help a Capital Child[edit] 


The Capital London charity Help a London Child was founded in 1975 by Richard 
Attenborough CBE. It is a grant giving charity which means that twice a year, the charity 
provides practical and lasting support to groups working with thousands of youngsters 
aged 18 and under. 


In the first year, £8,000 was raised and grants given to 10 charities in Camden. Since its 
formation, the charity has raised in excess of £22 million in the London area and 
awarded grants to areas of great need, directly helping over 1.4 million children and 
young people. 


Grants are awarded to refuge and homelessness projects, support groups for children 
and young people with a disability, special need or an illness, as well as a range of 
sports, music, drama and leisure activities, holiday play schemes and residential breaks 


in the UK, cultural activities, supplementary schools, literacy programmes and much 


more. 


It was the winner of Outstanding Contribution to London Lifestyle at the London Lifestyle 
Awards in 2010. In the same year, the charity allocated a record amount in grants (£1.6 
million), supporting 84,000 children and young people across London where "you're 
never more than one mile away from a project supported by Help a Capital Child”. 


Help a Capital Child was launched as the main charity of the Capital Network. The first 
annual event took place from 14-16 October 2011 with sister station LBC 97.3 also 
adopting the charity appeal. 
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This is a timeline of Capital Radio, from its initial period as an Independent Local 
Radio station for Greater London to the present day CHR network serving most of the 


UK. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 


(0) 


Radio Capital, later to become Capital Radio, is formed in early 1970 by David 
Maule-ffinch with the intent to apply for London’s Independent Local 

Radio general entertainment licence. In late 1970, Maule-ffinch's future father-in- 
law, Barclay Barclay-White, became involved. By the time the consortium 
applied to the IBA, Radio Capital's board also included Sir Richard 


Attenborough, Sir George Martin, Bryan Forbes and Sir Peter Saunders.“ 


e 1973 


(0) 


February - Capital Radio is awarded the licence to provide London's general 
entertainment service. 

16 October - At 5am, Capital Radio begins broadcasting a music-based general 
entertainment service to the London area.2! Launching eight days after the news 
and information service of LBC, Capital becomes the UK's second Independent 
Local Radio station. It broadcasts on 95.8 MHz from the Croydon transmitter and 
557 kHz (539m) MW from London Transport's Lots Road Power Station, Chelsea. 
The medium-wave frequency and location were temporary sites as the then new 
high-powered medium-wave station at Saffron Green, Barnet, was 

incomplete. Bridge over Troubled Water by Simon & Garfunkel is the first record 
to be played on the station, and Tommy Vance and Roger Scott join. 


e 1974 


(0) 


(0) 
(0) 


January - The station changes its music policy following a slow start, moving 
away from light music to a more pop-based format. 

Kenny Everett joins the station to present the breakfast show. 

2 September - Michael Aspel joins the station to host the weekday mid-morning 
programme. 


1975 

o The IBA finally opens the station's permanent transmission facilities at Saffron 
Green which allows both LBC and Capital Radio to move up the dial. Capital 
moves to 1548 kHz medium wave (194 m). 


o May - Graham Dene replaces Kenny Everett as presenter of the breakfast show. 


1976 


o December - Capital London launches the Capital Radio Helpline - a joint 
partnership with BT, Thames Television and LWT. 


o Capital London launches the Flying Eye, a traffic spotting light aircraft, carrying 
live reports on traffic congestion on the streets of Central London. 


1977 
o No events. 


1978 

o June - Mike Smith joins. 

o November - Launch presenter Tommy Vance leaves the station to rejoin BBC 
Radio 1; however, he is not billed in the Daily Mail digital archive as appearing 
on Capital after September 1977. 


1979 
o 31 December - Alan Freeman joins, marking his debut by hosting The Top 40 of 
the 70s. 


1980s/[edit] 


1980 

o 7 January - Alan Freeman revives The Rock Show. 

o July - Mike Smith takes over as presenter of the breakfast show. 

o August - Richard Allinson joins the station to present Capital's weekly Top 30 
chart show. He had also presents various other shows on the station during his 
time at Capital, including the late show (1984-87), the afternoon show (1987-90) 
and the early morning show until 1997. 

o Kenny Everett leaves the station for a while to join BBC Radio 2. 


1981 
o No events. 


1982 

o 13 March - Pick of the Pops returns when Alan Freeman revives the name 
on Capital Radio. The programme is called Pick of the Pops Take Two. 

o Mike Smith leaves the station to rejoin BBC Radio 1. 


1983 
o No events. 


1984 


o Chris Tarrant joins the station to present a Sunday lunchtime show, before later 
moving to a late morning slot on weekdays. 

o June - Kenny Everett rejoins the station, reviving his Saturday lunchtime show. 

o 30 September - The first edition of The Network Chart Show is broadcast. Aired 
on almost all of the UK's Independent Local Radio network, the programme is 
presented from Capital's Euston Tower studios by David Jensen. who joins the 
station also presents the station's mid-morning programme. 

o 30 December - Michael Aspel leaves. Latterly, he had been presenting a Sunday 
show having left the weekday mid-morning show five months earlier. 


e 1985 
o No events. 


e 1986 
o 4 May -As part of an experiment in split broadcasting, Capital runs a Sunday 
service called CFM, broadcasting a more contemporary mix of music than 
normally broadcast by the station. 
o Nicky Campbell joins. 
e 1987 
o Richard Park joins, initially as Head of Music, and later, Programming Controller. 
Park oversees an overhaul of Capital's output from a full-service station to a 
music-intensive CHR format, which proves highly successful. The revamp is 
underlined by a new on-air imaging package, Known as ‘Music Power'. 
o March - Chris Tarrant takes over as host of the breakfast show. 
o October - Neil Fox, Lynn Parsons, Tim Westwood, and Jackie Brambles join, 
and Nicky Campbell leaves the station to join BBC Radio 1. 


e 1988 

o jackie Brambles leaves the station to join BBC Radio 1. 

o June - Roger Scott leaves the station to join BBC Radio 1. He had been at the 
station since its launch 15 years earlier. 

o 2 July - At 7am, Tony Blackburn launches Capital Gold on Capital Radio's MW 
frequency. The station initially broadcasts only at the weekend. Other launch 
include David Hamilton, Paul Burnett, Paul Gambaccini and Kenny Everett. 

o 1November - 1548 AM Capital Gold begins full-time broadcasting. The FM 
service is renamed as 95.8 Capital FM. 

o December - Alan Freeman leaves for a while to rejoin BBC Radio 1. This signals 
the end of ‘’Pick of the Pops Take Two”’. 


e 1989 

o No events. 
1990s[edit] 
e 1990 


o No events. 


e 1991 
o Lynn Parsons leaves the station to join BBC Radio 1. 


1992 
o No events. 


1993 
o Capital Radio Group buys BRMB. 


1994 

o Capital Radio Group buys Southern Radio Group.“ 

o April - Alan Freeman rejoins the station, and revives Pick of the Pops. The 
programme is called Pick Of The Pops - Take Three. 

o Launch presenter Dave Cash leaves the station after 21 years of broadcasting. 

Clive Warren leaves the station to join BBC Radio 1. 

o Kenny Everett hosts his final weekday mid-morning show and leaves the station 
due to ill health, and before his death next year. 

o December - Tim Westwood leaves for a while to join BBC Radio 1 

1995 

o No events. 


(e) 


1996 

o September - Capital launches its website. 

o October - News programme The Way It Is ends. 
o Chris Moyles joins. 


1997 

o July - Chris Moyles leaves the station to join BBC Radio 1. 

o Capital leaves its Euston Tower studios and moves to new headquarters 
in Leicester Square. 

o Steve Penk joins the station to host the mid-morning show. 


o Richard Allinson and Alan Freeman both leave the station to join BBC Radio 2. 


1998 
o Capital Gold Birmingham replaces Xtra AM. 
o 1june - Capital Gold launches in the south, replacing South Coast Radio." 


1999 
o Following the company’s purchase of Red Dragon FM and its medium 

wave service Touch Radio in South Wales, Capital Gold replaces Touch Radio. 
o 15 November - Life launches on the new Digital One national multiplex. 


2000s[edit] 


2000 


o May - Capital Radio buys Border Radio Holdings, thereby acquiring the three 
Century radio stations and Border Television, which is subsequently sold 
to Granada.” 


2001 


o After fourteen years overseeing output, Richard Park leaves the station to start a 
consultancy firm. 


o Edith Bowman joins, and hosts her first ever Hit Music Sunday show with Cat_ 
Deeley. 

2002 

o The Capital Gold network relaunches with the new slogan of ‘’The Greatest Hits 
of the 60s, 70s and 80s.” 

o After two years at Virgin Radio, Steve Penk rejoins to present a networked late 
evening show. However, he only stays for a short period returning to Key 103 in 
Manchester in the New Year. 

o Edith Bowman leaves the station to join BBC Radio 1. 

2003 

o December - Martin Collins leaves the station after 20 years of broadcasting. 

2004 

o 2 April - After 20 years of broadcasting, including 17 years hosting the flagship 
breakfast show, Chris Tarrant leaves the station. 

o 5 April - Johnny Vaughan replaces Chris Tarrant as host of the breakfast show. 
Initially, the show's weekly RAJAR ratings fall from 1.3 million to 980,000 
listeners. 

o 5 September - Jeremy Kyle joins the station to present a weeknight late evening 
show Capital Confessions. 

2005 

o Spring - Neil Fox leaves. 

o May - Capital Radio Group and GWR Group merge to form GCap Media. 

o DAB station Life is relaunched as Capital Life with a full presenter line-up. The 
station dropped presenters outside breakfast in the New Year. 

o December - In an attempt to win back listeners, shorter commercial breaks (two 
adverts per break) are introduced, although there are more as a result. The 
policy is dropped after a few months. 

2006 

o 9 January - Capital is relaunched under its original name Capital Radio, with a 
modified line-up of presenters and a slightly tweaked music format. 

o September - Following an unsuccessful relaunch in January, a new programme 
controller, Scott Muller joins from the Nova group in Australia, and the station 
sees another tweak in style and brands itself as "London's Hit Music Station". 

o December - Jeremy Kyle leaves the station to rejoin ITV. 

2007 

o Dave Berry joins the station, presenting the Saturday afternoon show. 

o March - The station is rebranded once again as Capital 95.8 - together with a 
new slogan, The Sound of London. 

o 3 August - All stations in the Classic Gold and Capital Gold networks are replaced 
by a new network called simply Gold, the result of the merger of the Classic 
Gold and Capital Gold networks under one owner, GCap Media. 

o 10 December - Capital 95.8 slips down to fourth in the listening charts in 


London. London's Hit Music Network is reintroduced as the slogan and Greg 
Burns becomes drivetime presenter. Lucio moves to the evening show, replacing 
the departing Bam Bam. 


e 2008 


o 4 February - Denise Van Outen joins former The Big Breakfast colleague Johnny 
Vaughan as co-host of the breakfast show." She will be leaving after just six 
months of broadcasting on 29 July, midway through her contract.24 

o 31 March- 
= DAB station Capital Life closes. 
= Global Radio agrees to purchase Capital's owners GCap Media for 

£375million."2 

o 29 july - Denise Van Outen leaves. 

o August - Lisa Snowdon replaces Denise Van Outen as breakfast co-presenter, as 
Lisa herself joins the station.n3ua 

o October - the flagship breakfast show becomes the most popular breakfast show 
in London with a weekly audience of 862,000 listeners." 

o 31 October - Global Radio officially takes control of all GCap Media and its 
brands, giving it ownership of The One Network. The GCap Media name is 
dropped at this time. 

e 2009 

o No events. 

2010s[edit] 
e 2010 

o 13 September - Global announces plans to scrap the Galaxy Network in order to 
create a nationwide Capital FM. The plans will also include the closure of four 
further stations, with the new network going live in early 2011.4 

e 2011 

o 3 January - 

o Capital Radio launches nationally and becomes a part of The Capital FM 
Network as part of a merger of Global Radio's Hit Music and Galaxy networks to 
form the nine-station 'Capital Network'.24 Other than daily breakfast and 
weekday drivetime shows, the majority of Capital's London-based output is now 
networked. 

o Three local stations in the East Midlands - Trent FM, Leicester Sound and Ram 
FM - merge to form a regional Capital station, Capital East Midlands. 

o 1 July - Global Radio requests changes to the formats of Capital 
Birmingham and Capital Scotland, which had inherited obligations from previous 
owners. This was to enable format consistency within all nine Capital stations. 
u9 On 17 November 2011, Ofcom approved both format change requests.2 

o 18 November - After more than seven years of broadcasting, Johnny 
Vaughan leaves Capital Breakfast and the station without announcing his 
departure. The show's audience had increased to over a million listeners.24 

e 2012 

o 3 January - Weekend breakfast presenter Dave Berry replaces Johnny 
Vaughan as the main weekday host of Capital Breakfast.) 

o 12 October - Global launches Capital TV on Freesat and Sky.22! 


e 2013 


o 8 March - Capital Radio hires former BBC Radio 1 journalist Dominic Byrne to 
work on Capital Breakfast with presenters Dave Berry and Lisa Snowdon, as 
Dominic himself joins the station. 

o 7 October - Capital XTRA launches - a rebrand of urban music station Choice FM, 
broadcasting on FM in London on 96.9 and 107.1 MHz and nationally on 
the Digital One DAB multiplex.2! and among the presenters and is presenter Tim_ 
Westwood rejoins.22 


2014 

o 6 February - Global Radio announces that is will be selling two of its Capital 
stations - in Scotland and South Wales - to Communicorp. Capital's network 
programming and brand name is still used by both stations under contract.24 

o 6 May - Two Capital stations launch in North Wales - Capital Cymru, a bilingual 
station serving Anglesey and Gwynedd, and Capital North West and Wales, 
serving the rest of the region, as well as Cheshire and the Wirral. These stations 
replace Heart, which launches on the former Real Radio stations in North and 
Mid Wales and the North West of England.# 


2015 

o 13 November - Lisa Snowdon announces her departure from Capital 
Breakfast and the station at the end of the year. She was the programme's co- 
host since August 2008.22 

o 18 December - Lisa Snowdon leaves. 


2016 
o 18 January - Following Global Radio's purchase of Liverpool station Juice 107.6, 
the station is relaunched as Capital Liverpool.2” 


2017 

o April - Dave Berry leaves Capital Breakfast and the station after five years of 
broadcasting, to join Absolute Radio. 

o May - Roman Kemp replaces Dave Berry as the new presenter of Capital 
Breakfast in London, alongside Vick Hope and Sonny Jay. Kemp also presents a 
networked Capital Breakfast show on Saturday mornings. 


2018 

o 2 August - After Global's purchase of Brighton and Hove station Juice 
107.2 earlier in the year, Global announces the service will be relaunched as 
Capital Brighton from Monday 3 September.24 

o 11 October - After six years on air, Capital TV ceases broadcasting.=! 


2019 
o 26 February - Following further deregulation, Global Radio announces plans to 
replace the local breakfast shows on Capital, Heart and Smooth with a single 
national breakfast show for each network. Local weekend output is also axed.22! 
o 5 April - The final editions of Capital's local breakfast shows air. Two stations 
in Brighton and the East Midlands cease broadcasting. 
o 8 April- 
= Capital London's breakfast show goes national, replacing most of the 
network's local breakfast shows, except for Capital Cymru, which also retains 


local programming at weekends. All Capital stations continue to air weekday 
Drivetime shows, local news bulletins and traffic updates.&4 
= Six stations, including 2BR in Lancashire, are merged into three stations in 
the North West, the Midlands and the south of England .251351 
23 May - Capital Cymru drops all networked programming and launches a full 
24-hour schedule of local output, including additional Welsh language daytime 
shows and an automated off-peak service of bilingual music. The station 
continues to air Global's The Official Big Top 40 on Sundays.&4 
2 September - Capital XTRA Reloaded launches as a full time station.2# 
2 December - Capital becomes available in the south east Midlands when it 
replaces six local stations owned by Quidem. The six stations operate as a single 
network called Capital Mid Counties, sharing all programmes with the Capital 
network apart from a local weekday drivetime show. 
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Capital Cymru is a local Welsh language radio station owned and operated by Global. 
The station broadcasts to Gwynedd and Anglesey from studios 
in Gwersyllt, Wrexham via the Arfon transmitting station. 


Previously, the station formed part of the Heart network and earlier the Marcher Radio 
Group.” It switched to Capital on Tuesday 6 May 2014. Heart North Wales now covers 
the region as part of the Heart network. 


From May 2014 to May 2019, the station formed part of the Capital network. 


Overview[edit] 


Capital Cymru mostly carries Welsh-language programming - local output is presented 
in Welsh and incorporates Welsh language music, news bulletins and traffic updates. 
The only English-language programming - and the only networked show is The Official 
Big Top 40 on Sunday afternoons. 


Although its official transmission area takes in most of the Isle of Anglesey and a large 
part of Gwynedd (as far south as Harlech), the location of its transmitter means the 
signal carries across Cardigan Bay and can be heard in parts of Pembrokeshire and 
even the Republic of Ireland. 


The Capital Cymru service is now available via the North West Wales local DAB digital 
radio multiplex, broadcasting alongside the North Wales Coast feed of Capital North 
West and Wales, which continues to carry Capital network programming. 


History[edit] 


When it launched in December 1998 as Champion 103, it was the first commercial 
radio station to serve Anglesey and Gwynedd as a whole, although Marcher Coast 
96.3 had been broadcasting to a small part of the area for some time from its Colwyn 
Bay studios. 


Originally owned and operated by the Marcher Radio Group, Champion 103 broadcast 
from studios at Parc Menai in Bangor, Gwynedd - later sharing its facilities with Coast 
96.3. In 2000, the four Marcher stations - including Champion - were brought by 

the GWR Group and became part of The One Network. 


In March 2009, following Global Radio's takeover of GCap Media, Champion was 
rebranded as Heart Cymru as part of a rollout of the Heart network across 29 local radio 
stations owned by Global. By this point, local programming had been reduced to ten 
hours on weekdays and seven hours at weekends. 


In July 2010, Global closed the Bangor studios and moved Heart Cymru's operations to 
the former Marcher headquarters in Gwersyllt, near Wrexham. By this point, the three 
Heart stations serving North Wales Coast, Cheshire & North East Wales and the 

Wirral were merged into one regional station, Heart North West and Wales. Heart Cymru 
was not affected by the network restructuring. 


On 6 February 2014, Global announced that Heart Cymru would be rebranded as 
Capital, with the Northern licence of Real Radio Wales being sold to Communicorp and 
relaunched as a new separate Heart station for North and Mid Wales. 


Capital Cymru was launched on Tuesday 6 May 2014. All local output, including 
extended Welsh language shows, news bulletins and network opt-outs were retained.“! 


On 23 May 2019, Capital Cymru dropped all of Capital's networked programming and 
introduced a full schedule of local output, including an additional Welsh language 
daytime show. The station retains both the Capital branding and much of the 
network's CHR music playlist. 


The Official Big Top 40, simulcast on Heart North Wales, continues to air on Sunday 
afternoons. Outside programming hours, the station broadcasts automated output, 
including a full hour of Welsh language music at 5am each morning. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of Capital Cymru's output is produced and broadcast from Global's 
Wrexham studios - including presenter-led programming from 6am-7pm on weekdays 
and 9am-4pm at weekends. The Official Big Top 40 on Sunday afternoons originates 
from Global's London headquarters. 


The station's local presenters are Alistair James (Capital Breakfast, Saturday mornings), 
Cerian Griffith (weekday daytime), Kev Bach (weekday afternoons, Sunday mornings) 
and Dafydd Griffith (weekend afternoons). 


News[edit] 


Capital Cymru broadcasts hourly localised news updates from 6am-7pm on weekdays 
and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital Breakfast on 
weekdays.“ On weekdays, bulletins during local programming are broadcast in Welsh. 


Global's newsrooms in Wrexham and Cardiff Bay produce the bulletins, alongside those 
for Capital North West and Wales and Heart North Wales. 


See also[edit] 


e = List of Celtic-language media 
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Capital Liverpool (previously Juice FM) is an Independent Local Radio station 
serving Liverpool, England. It is owned and operated by Global” as part of 
the Capital network.!! 


History[edit] 
Crash FM{[edit] 


The station launched on 27 March 1998 as 107 Crash FM, from studios at 27 Fleet Street 
in Liverpool. It developed from a handful of RSL broadcasts in the city and was driven 

by Janice Long with backing from Bob Geldof, Primal Scream, Urban Splash, Kiss 102's 
Mike Gray and Boy George. 


In its application for a full-time licence, Crash FM said it would provide an alternative 
rock and dance station, aimed at 15- to 34-year-olds, with a target audience of over 
80,000 tuning in for around eight hours per week in the first year. The original 


shareholders also included CLT, although they withdrew before launch with their 25% 
stake taken by Channel Radio. 


Juice 107.6[edit] 


Crash was bought out by Forever Broadcasting in late 1999 and relaunched as Juice 
107.6 on 26 March 2000. By September of that year, the station's RAJAR had increased 
significantly, after its format had been altered to include more mainstream pop and 
dance music. 


In September 2003, Juice was sold to Absolute Radio (UK) Limited (AR-UK), a consortium 
made up of UTV Media and Eurocast, for £3.1m. AR-UK were, at the time, making moves 
in the FM radio licence world, notably in the West Midlands and Glasgow. The new 
owners aimed to develop more local programming, news and marketing but sold the 
station to UTV less than two years later. 


On 12 January 2012, Juice switched from its Fleet Street studios to a new £1.1m facility 
at One Park West in Liverpool One, overlooking the Albert Dock. 


Capital Liverpool[edit] 


On 5 June 2015, Juice FM was sold again to Global for £10 million.“ The sale was given 
regulatory approval from the Competition and Markets Authority exactly three months 
later, following a consultation.2 


On the same day as the sale was cleared, Global announced it would rebrand and 
relaunch Juice FM as part of the Capital network of contemporary hit radio stations. 
81 The relaunched station carries programming from Capital's London headquarters 
alongside the rest of the Capital Network with local news, travel and weather 
information broadcast from the Liverpool studios. Alongside a show exclusively for 
Liverpool at weekday Drivetime 4-7pm. 


The Juice FM brand was phased out at 4pm on 10 January 2016, with the station 
entering a transition period ahead of the full relaunch as Capital, which took place at 
6am on 18 January 2016. 


According to RAJAR ratings, Capital Liverpool dipped as low as 167,000 listeners per 
week a year after the rebrand and shed market share points in the turmoil. But as of 
RAJAR Q2 2019, after significant changes to the initial lineup, the numbers had 
recovered to 212,000 reach, with vast improvements in market share and listening 
hours to the two years after the rebranding. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station's local breakfast and weekend shows 
would be replaced with networked programming from April 2019. The weekday 
Drivetime show was retained alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 
Three of Capital Liverpool's presenters left the station.4 


Digital radio[edit] 


As Juice FM, the station was not present on the Bauer-operated central Liverpool DAB 
multiplex, but did subsequently procure a slot on MuxCo's more recent multiplex 
serving Cheshire, the Wirral and northeast Wales. 


Following the relaunch of Juice as Capital Liverpool, this station took the place of 
Capital's 97.1 FM Wirral service on Bauer Liverpool DAB. (The Wirral service is now no 
longer transmitted on DAB as a result of the switch.) 


Transmission of Capital Liverpool on MuxCo's multiplex continued until August 2016, 
when the slot was turned over to the 103.4 FM Wrexham/Chester version of Capital. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Liverpool studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays. The station's local presenters are Graeme Smith, Dylan Evans 
and Anton Powers. 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly localised news updates from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. The Liverpool newsroom also produces Wirral news bulletins 
for Capital North West and Wales. 


Previous presenters([edit] 


e Christian O'Connell 
e Vic McGlynn 
e Janice Long 
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Capital London 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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For other uses, see Capital Radio (disambiguation). 


reflect recent events or newly available information. (November 


Ce This article needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
2018) 


Capital London 


95.8 
CAPITAL 
FM 


LONDON'S NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


Broadcast area Greater London 
Branding CAPITAL 
Slogan London's No.1 Hit Music 
Station 
Frequency FM: 95.8 MHz 
DAB: 12C 
RDS: CAPITAL 


Freesat: 719 
Freeview 724 
Sky: 0109 

Virgin Media: 958 


First air date 16 October 1973 
Format Top 40 (CHR) 
ERP 4,000 watts 


HAAT 271 metres 


Transmitter Ww 51°24'33.74’N 0°5'7.96’°W 


coordinates 


Owner Global 

Sister stations Capital Xtra 
Classic FM 
Gold 


Heart London 
LBC 

LBC News 
Smooth London 


Radio X 


Website Capital London 


Capital London is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Capital network. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Capital Radio 


Pre-launch[edit] 


Following the 1964-68 offshore radio boom, the Conservative Party promised in its 1970 
general election manifesto that should it win, it would introduce local commercial radio 
in addition to the commercial television that had started in 1955. This was a result of 
lobbying from pressure groups including the Local Radio Association, who felt that 
commercial radio should be introduced following the launch of ITV over a decade 

before, !<tationneedetl The Tories, under leader Edward Heath, won and swiftly introduced the 
Sound Broadcasting Act 1972, which allowed for the introduction of Independent Local 
Radio and created the newly renamed Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) from 
the Independent Television Authority. 


The Independent Broadcasting Authority advertised local radio licences in certain 
locations in the United Kingdom under the umbrella term of Independent Local 

Radio (ILR). London was due to receive two ILR licences: one for news and another for 
general entertainment. Radio Capital, later to become Capital Radio, was formed in 
early 1970 by David Maule-ffinch with the intent to apply for the general entertainment 
licence. In late 1970, Maule-ffinch's future father-in-law, Barclay Barclay-White became 
involved. The Radio Capital team that was finally in place at the time of application to 
the IBA included Sir Richard Attenborough, Sir George Martin, Bryan Forbes, Sir Peter 
Saunders, David Maule-Ffinch and Barclay Barclay-White. David Maule-Ffinch was a 


member of the board of Capital Radio and its largest stockholder until 1994, when he 
sold his controlling interest to Information et Publicite, a subsidiary of Havas, the French 
media conglomerate. 


Another application came from a consortium headed by broadcaster Hughie Green, who 
had openly voiced the need for commercial broadcasting, having previously worked 
for Radio Luxembourg. 


The IBA awarded Capital Radio the "London General Entertainment" service, while 
"London News" was awarded to the London Broadcasting Company, LBC. 


IBA transmission tests commenced in January 1973 and Capital Radio went on air on 16 
October 1973”, eight days after LBC, using the following FM and AM frequencies: 

95.8 MHz FM from the Croydon transmitter and 557 kHz (539 m) MW from London 
Transport's Lots Road Power Station, Chelsea. The medium-wave frequency and location 
were temporary sites as the then new high-powered medium-wave station at Saffron 
Green, Barnet, was incomplete. 


Launch[edit] 


Capital commenced regular transmissions with the British national anthem "God Save 
the Queen", then a message from director Richard Attenborough "...This, for the very 
first time, is Capital Radio" followed by the Capital Radio theme jingle, made by Blue 

Mink: 


"Isn't it good to know, 

Capital Radio 

You can turn on the friend, you can turn on the show, 
you can turn on the world with Capital Radio 

Such a good way to make your day 

Capital sounds go round and round, 

London town, up and down. 

The brightest sound in London town 

Capital Radio in tune with London (yeah)"... 


Simon & Garfunkel's song "Bridge over Troubled Water" 
followed the jingle. The first radio commercial came 
from Bird's Eye fish fingers, which was also the first 
ever legal radio commercial on LBC. 


Capital started in the, literally, dark days of the three- 
day week when electricity was rationed because of a 
miners’ strike. In the days before its launch, staff 
worked in the gloom to get the station ready to go on 
air. 


Capital's programming remit, as with all ILR stations at 
the time, was to appeal to the broadest range of people 
as possible, which included specialist music 
programmes, radio plays, classical music, community 
features and news documentaries. Capital's breakfast 
show was originally hosted by David Symonds, but he 
soon moved to the Capital Countdown show and he 
was replaced at breakfast by former Radio London 
partnership Kenny Everett and Dave Cash. 


Immediately after going on air, Capital Radio suffered 
co-channel interference from Radio Veronica, a pirate 
radio station off the coast of the Netherlands. Veronica 
began broadcasting in the 1960s and it was suggested 
that the allocation of 539 metres to ILR may have been 
an attempt to block reception of overseas broadcasts 
— a battle which preceded the launch of BBC Radio 1. 
Capital finally moved into office blocks in Euston 
Tower in September 1973, just a few yards away 

from Thames Television headquarters. Euston Tower 
was, at the time, London's tallest office tower. 


In 1975, the IBA finally opened the transmission 
facilities at Saffron Green which allowed both LBC and 
Capital Radio to move up the dial. Capital moved to 
1548 kHz mediumwave (194 m) and LBC to 1152 kHz 
(261 m). Saffron Green needed to be highly configured 
as it was sharing the same frequency as other ILR 
stations and needed to prevent co-channel interference 
from new ILR stations in Birmingham and Manchester. 
Previously the Lots Road site gained Capital and LBC 
the semi-humorous nickname of "Radio Clothesline" 
however both stations could be heard as far away as 
the Midlands. FM reception remained unaltered. 


Capital in danger (1974-5) [edit] 


Throughout the 1970s Capital cut its staff, including 
many journalists - a move that angered the NUJ. !=#2ie- 
needed! Richard Attenborough intimated in the 1990s ina 
"Capital Facts" sheet that the station almost 
contemplated closing down: !#atien needed 


Although one can say it now, one couldn't 
at the time, there were some weeks when 
the viability of the whole operation was in 
question and we might have had to close 
down. We almost didn't make ends meet. 


Capital saw off the recession, with the help of finance 
from a Canadian company, '#22eem and continued 
broadcasting, eventually increasing its hours. The so- 
called 'needle-time' restrictions on playing music had 
been lifted, which meant it could play more music 
during the day as well as in the evenings where the 
eight hours were concentrated. 


Charities and the Flying Eye[edit] 

They're even worse because they had the chance, coming right 
into the heart of London and sitting in that tower right on top of 
everything. But they've completely blown it. I'd like to throttle 
Aiden Day. He thinks he's the self appointed Minister of Public 
Enlightenment. We've just written a new song called Capital 
Radio and a line in it goes “listen to the tunes of the Dr Goebbels 


Show”. They say “Capital Radio in tune with London”. Yeah, 
yeah, yeah! They're in tune with Hampstead. They're not in tune 
with us at all. | hate them. What they could have done compared 
to what they have done is abhorrent. They could have made it so 
good that everywhere you went you took your transistor radio - 
you know, how it used to be when | was at school. I'd have one 
in my pocket all the time or by my ear'ole flicking it between 
stations. If you didn’t like one record you'd flick to another 
station and then back again. It was amazing. They could have 
made the whole capital buzz. Instead Capital Radio has just 
turned their back on the whole youth of the city. 


—Joe Strummer?! 


The mid-1970s saw Capital Radio expand with the 
launch of the Help a London Child charity, which aimed 
to raise money for London's poorest children. The 
charity appeal went on to become one of the longest- 
running in broadcasting and the most recognised in 
British radio. In 1976, Capital Radio, Thames 
Television, London Weekend Television and British 
Telecom launched the Capital Radio Helpline which 
helped listeners through matters ranging from how to 
cook a turkey at Christmas time to suicide intervention. 
The station has also lent its support to London-based 
orchestras, choral societies, the British Film 

Institute Children's Film Festival and many other 
ventures. 


1976 saw the launch of the Flying Eye, a traffic- 
spotting light aircraft, which could see traffic 
congestion below on the streets of Central London. LBC 
also had a similar service but was forced to suspend 
operations due to cost. Capital's aircraft was originally 
a Piper Seneca model, and, later, a twin-engined 
Grumman Cougar. 


Music Power (1980s) [edit] 


A new radio jingle package from Standard Sound 
heralded a new, refined sound for the station. Output 
was concentrated on its core playlist of contemporary 
chart music with the specialist music rescheduled to 
evenings. Jazz and soul programmes at the weekends 
were well received by listeners. Charlie Gillett had his 
world music programme The World Of Difference on 
Sunday evenings. Several of Capital's early presenters 
had moved on, to be replaced by newer disc jockeys, 
some of which had experience presenting on Radio 
Luxembourg. 


A brand new breakfast show started in 1987 and was 
presented by former Tiswas presenter Chris Tarrant. 
Tarrant initially arrived at Capital presenting a Sunday 
lunchtime show before being promoted to a weekday 
lunchtime slot. Joined by Kara Noble, the partnership 


proved very popular and the Breakfast Show eventually 
became one of the most listened to radio programmes 
on British radio. Many industry commentators consider 
the station's output in the 1980s represented Capital 
Radio at its broadcasting peak. 


One becomes two: the frequency split 
(1989-96) [edit] 


95-8 


` 


CAPITAL 
FM 


Capital FM's sun logo was also used by other stations owned 
by the Capital Radio Group 


In 1987, as required by the 1990 Broadcasting Act, all 
ILR stations were to permanently split simulcasting 
output on both its AM and FM frequencies in order to 
create new local radio stations and improve choice. 
Capital responded the following year by launching a 
golden oldies station called Capital Gold, initially at the 
weekend“ prior to going full time on 1 November, on 
its AM frequency while Capital on FM became 95.8 
Capital FM, a chart contemporary music station. Both 
stations received brand-new jingle packages from 
Californian jingle house Who Did That Music (later 
Groove Jingles.) that went on to become well known 
and essential parts of its music programming. 


1997-2010[edit] 


From 1997, the studios of 95.8 Capital FM have been 
based in Leicester Square, which is also home to 
Capital's parent company, Global. The studio complex 
is shared with many other stations, 

including Heart, Smooth Radio, Classic FM, Capital 
XTRA, Radio X, LBC and Gold. 


The station launched its website in September 1996 
resulting in high demand which led to it crashing within 
a few hours. 


Beginning in late 2005, the station went through a 
number of changes. In December 2005, a new policy 


started of two advertisements in each break to win 
favour with listeners, though there were more frequent 
breaks as a result. This policy was changed within a 
few months. 


eeoa erio 


LONDON 


Capital rebranded under its original name in January 2006. 


On 9 January 2006, the station was relaunched under 
its original name Capital Radio, with a modified line-up 
of presenters and a slightly tweaked music format. 
After this re-launch turned out not to have had the 
desired success, a new Programme Controller was 
appointed in September 2006. Scott Muller came from 
the Nova group in Australia, and the station saw 
another tweak in style. 


The changes continued seeing Capital re-branded back 
to "London's Hit Music Station", a play on the station's 
earlier brand of "London's Number One Hit Music 
Station" with noticeable improvements - leading to a 
rise in audience figures at the end of 2006. The station 
also changed its on-air name to 95.8 Capital Radio, 
incorporating the frequency of "95.8" back into the 
station since it was dropped at the January 2006 re- 
launch. 


In March 2007, the station was then renamed Capital 
95.8 and its slogan became "The Sound of London". 
The marketing campaign combined outdoor, cinema, 
and print adverts. 


RAJAR figures for Q2 2007 showed Capital 95.8 slipping 
to fourth place in the London local radio market ratings, 
recording the lowest-ever share of the London 
audience and for the first time falling behind Emap- 
owned station Magic and Heart, now owned by Global. 
Capital 95.8's audience share slipped from 4.6 to 4.1 
per cent over the quarter. 


The station then returned to the "London's Hit Music 
Network" tagline on 10 December 2007, with ex- 
Absolute Radio presenter Greg Burns replacing Lucio 
on drivetime, and Lucio moving to the evening show. 
Lucio took over from Bam Bam (Peter Poulton) who left 
Capital in early December 2007. On 6 June 2008, 
Global completed its £375 million takeover of Capital's 
parent company GCap Media. 


2011-present[edit] 


Capital London formed part of the then nine 

station Capital network on 3 January 2011 as part of a 
merger of the Global owned Hit 

Music and Galaxy networks. Weekday breakfast and 
drivetime plus weekend mornings were localised with 
other output simulcast with the rest of the network.222 


Capital London localised presenters are responsible for 
playing music which is syndicated across the nine 
station Capital radio network, during Capital Breakfast, 
weekday drivetime and weekend mornings. 


On 12 May 2011 it was announced that 95.8 Capital 
remained the most-listened-to commercial radio station 
in London, on both share and reach, beating rival Magic 
105.4." However, on 4 August 2011 it was announced 
that rival Magic 105.4 had overtaken the position.22 


As of April 2019 only weekday drivetime is exclusive to 
Capital London. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

jN independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (February 2015) 


e Will Cozens 
e Marvin Humes 


e Roman Kemp 
e Tim Westwood 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Richard Allinson 

e Michael Aspel 

e Richard Bacon 

e Matthew Bannister 

e James Barr 

e Dave Berry 

e Edith Bowman 

e Jackie Brambles 

e Chris Brooks 

e Sacha Brooks (now with Capital Birmingham) 
e Dave Cash (1974-80) 
e Rich Clarke 


Martin Collins (now with Smooth Radio) 
Philippa Collins 

Gary Crowley (now with BBC Radio London) 
lan Davidson 

Cat Deeley 

Graham Dene (now with BBC Sussex, BBC Surrey and The Wireless) 
Mike Dickin 

Richard Digance 

Andi Durrant 

Greg Edwards (1974-1987) 

Kenny Everett (1974-1994) 

Caroline Feraday (1995 - 2001) 

Neil Fox 

Alan Freeman 

Charlie Gillett 

Gerald Harper 

Brian Hayes 

Katy Hill 

Simon Hirst 

Nicky Horne 

Robin Houston (1973-1974) 

Marsha Hunt 

Nathan James 

David Jensen 

Mitch Johnson 

Dave Kelly (now with Radio City 96.7 and Key 103)! 
Jeremy Kyle 

Adrian Love 

Lulu 

Paul McKenna 

Dannii Minogue (2003) 

Tony Morris 


Chris Moyles 
Lilah Parsons 


Lynn Parsons (now with Magic) 
steve Penk 

Anna Raeburn 

David Rodigan 

DJ Froggy 

John Sachs 

Roger Scott 

Pat Sharp 

George Shelley (singer) 

Mike Smith 

Lisa Snowdon 

Chris Tarrant 

Margherita Taylor (now with Classic FM and Smooth Radio London) 
Pete Tong (now with BBC Radio 1) 


e Denise van Outen 

e Tommy Vance 

e Johnny Vaughan 

e Clive Warren 

e Neil 'Roberto' Williams 
e Russ Williams 


See also[edit] 


e Capital (radio network 

e Timeline of Capital Radio 

e Capital Breakfast (London) 

e Capital Radio One 

e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
e Scorpio Sound 
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Capital Breakfast 
Other names Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp 
Genre Entertainment 


Running time 240 minutes 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Language(s) English 


Home station Capital London 


TV adaptations Freesat: 719 


Freeview: 724 
Sky: 0109 
TalkTalk TV: 610 


Virgin Media: 958 
Hosted by Roman Kemp 

Vick Hope 

Tim John (newsreader) 


Produced by Paul Phelps 


Recording Leicester Square, London 


studio 


Original release 1987 - present 


Audio format FM, digital radio and TV 


Website Capital Breakfast 


Capital Breakfast is the name of the breakfast slot on Capital London (and 

across Capital). The show is broadcast from 6 am to 10 am each weekday.” From 7 
January 2012 an additional live networked edition is broadcast from 6 am to 9 am each 
Saturday. 


A national version of the programme began on 8 April 2019 forcing the local variations 
across the UK to be axed. Those local versions were Dino, Pete & Tyles (Capital East 
Midlands), Jono & Emma (Capital South Coast), Adam & JoJo (Capital Yorkshire), Rob & 
Matilda (Capital Birmingham), Matt & Polly (Capital South Wales), Bodg, Matt & Hannah 
(Capital North East), The Rob Ellis Show (Capital Manchester), Des Clarke, Steven & Amy 
(Capital Scotland), Ben Sheppard (Capital North West and Wales), Adam, Gemma & 


Dylan (Capital Liverpool) and Dave and Miranda (Capital Brighton). (Capital Cymru) 
retained their local shows. 


Broadcast and production[edit] 


As Capital London (channel listed as Capital FM) is simulcast on TV variants which are 
available on Freesat, Freeview, Sky, TalkTalk TV and Virgin Media, Capital Breakfast is 
available throughout the UK. This variant is produced at their studios in Leicester 
Square, London. 


On air team[edit] 


The longest running and best-remembered presenter was Chris Tarrant, who presented 
the show from 1987 to 2004. The show was immensely popular, increasing Capital 
Radio's audience share in London. Tarrant won the Sony Radio Academy Awards, 
Breakfast Show Gold in 1995 for this show. Previous Breakfast Show presenters from 
1973 were David Symonds, Kenny Everett & Dave Cash, Everett on his own, Graham 
Dene and Mike Smith. 


In April 2004, Johnny Vaughan replaced Tarrant, as the presenter of Capital Breakfast. In 
2008, he was joined by Lisa Snowdon. Vaughan left the programme in November 2011 
after being told that his contract was not being renewed, and was replaced with Dave 
Berry. 


In February 2011 it was reported the show remained London's most listened to 
commercial breakfast show with Capital London having more than one million listeners 
between 6 am and 10 am.“ 


In February 2016, following Lisa Snowdon's departure, It was announced that George 
Shelley and Lilah Parsons would join Dave Berry as co-presenters.® 


In February 2017, It was announced that Dave Berry to leave Capital to host his own 
show on Absolute Radio. 


In April 2017, Dave Berry left Capital. Following that it was announced that George 
Shelley and Lilah Parsons would leave Capital Breakfast, a Capital sookesperson says 
they'll appear elsewhere on the schedule. 


On 18 April 2017, it was announced that Roman Kemp would host the show alongside 
Victoria Hope a new presenter. They started on 2 May 2017.A year later *Sonny 
Jay joined the show full-time. 


Current presenters[edit] 


e Roman Kemp 


e Vick Hope 
e Sonny Jay 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e Dave Berry (Presenter, 2012 to 2017)# 

e Chris Brooks (presented the show in 2004 following Chris Tarrant's departure prior 
to Johnny Vaughan starting. He also deputised for Johnny from 2004 to 2008 

e Paddy Bunce (Sports reporter) 

e Dominic Byrne (newsreader) 

e Rich Clarke (Stand-in presenter, 2009) 

e Graham Dene (1970s and 1980s) 

e Kenny Everett (1974-1975) 

e Caroline Feraday co-presenter with Neil Fox when deputising for Chris Tarrant (1995 
to 2001) 

e Neil Fox deputised for Chris Tarrant (1988 to 2003) 

e Becky Jago (Co-presenter, 2003-04) 

e Denise van Outen (Co-presenter, 2008)2" 

e Lilah Parsons (Presenter, 2016-174) 

e George Shelley (Presenter, 2016-175) 

e Mike Smith (1980 to 1982) 

e Lisa Snowdon (Co-presenter, 2008 to 2015). Joined 2008, replacing Denise Van 
Outen. Left 18 December 2015. station needed 

e Chris Tarrant (Presenter, 1987 to 2004) 

e Johnny Vaughan (Presenter, 2004 to 2011)s#0Gun21 


Guests and podcast[edit] 


Capital Breakfast with Johnny and Lisa often had high-profile celebrity guests some of 
whom included Gordon Ramsay, Will Smith, Pierce Brosnan, George Michael and The 
Pussycat Dolls. Most of Capital Breakfast with Johnny and Lisa interviews were put on 
their weekly podcast, which was released every Friday via the Capital 

FM or iTunes website. 
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Scorpio Sound (aka Scorpio Studios and Scorpio Sound Studios was a recording 
studio in London, England." It was located in Euston Tower, Euston Road, Camden, 
London, on the ground floor. 


The studio was in operation from 1972 to 1984. Producers and engineers who worked 
at the studios included Ray Hendriksen, Pete Hoskins, and Dennis Weinreich. Pete 
Hoskins was the studio manager from 1977. The studio was later used by Capital Radio, 
located in the same building on the floor above, for recording bands, live broadcasts, 
political discussion programmes, etc." 


The rock band Queen recorded parts of the aloum A Night At The Opera at the studio, 
including the lead vocals for the song "Bohemian Rhapsody". 
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Capital Manchester and Lancashire 


Broadcast Greater Manchester, east and 


area central Lancashire 


Slogan Manchester's No.1 Hit Music Station 


Lancashire's No.1 Hit Music Station 


Frequency FM: 
96.3 MHz Chorley 
99.8 MHz (Burnley) 
102 MHz (Manchester) 
106.5 (Preston) 
107 MHz (Blackburn and Accrington 
DAB:11C(Manchester) 


12A (Lancashire)RDS: Capital 


First air 8 April 2019 

date 

Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Global 

Sister Capital Liverpool 

stations Capital North West and Wales 
Website Capital Manchester 


Capital Lancashire 


Capital Manchester and Lancashire is a regional radio station owned and operated 
by Global as part of the Capital network. It broadcasts to Greater Manchester and 


eastern & central parts of Lancashire from studios at the XYZ Building 
in Spinningfields, Manchester. 


The station launched in April 2019 as a result of a merger between Capital 
Manchester and 2BR. 


Overview([edit] 
Further information: Capital Manchester and 2BR 


The regional station originally broadcast as two separate stations. 


e Kiss 102 began broadcasting to Greater Manchester in October 1994, after taking 
over the licence previously held by Sunset 102. After being sold to Chrysalis, it 
rebranded as Galaxy 102 in 1997, before becoming a part of the Capital network in 
January 2011. 

e 2BR began broadcasting to the Burnley, Pendle and Hyndburn areas in July 2000. It 
was merged in June 2016 with The Bee to form a larger station under the 2BR 
moniker, also covering the Blackburn and Preston areas. The station was sold by 
UKRD to Global in July 2018.4 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the two Capital stations would be merged, 
following Ofcom's decision to relax local content obligations from commercial radio. 


As of April 2019, regional output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show from 
Manchester on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising for the two areas. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Manchester studios 
from 4-7pm on weekdays,” presented by Rob Ellis, Rachel Burke-Davies and Nigel 
‘Wingman’ Clucas. 


NewsS[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly localised news updates from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. Separate bulletins are produced for Greater Manchester, 
Blackburn & Preston and Burnley & Pendle. 


The Manchester newsroom also produces bulletins for Heart North West, Smooth North 
West and XS Manchester (owned by Communicorp).® 
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City 


Broadcast 


area 


Branding 


Slogan 


Frequency 


Capital Manchester 


102 
CAPITAL 
FM 


Manchester 


Greater 


Manchester, Cheshire, Lancashire 
102 Capital 
Manchester's No.1 Hit Music Station 


FM: 102.0 MHz 
DAB: 

11C (Manchester) 
12A (Lancashire) 


RDS: Capital 


First air date 16 October 1994 


Format Contemporary hit radio 


Owner Global 

Sister Heart North West 
stations Smooth North West 
Website Capital Manchester 


Capital Manchester was a local radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as 
part of the Capital radio network. The station broadcast from their studios at Global's 
Manchester HQ in the XYZ Building in Spinningfields, Manchester. 


In April 2019, the station was merged with 2BR in Lancashire to form Capital 
Manchester and Lancashire. 


History[edit] 


The 102 MHz frequency in Manchester has a chequered background. Initially it was 
occupied by Sunset 102 which included regular shows from house music innovators 808 
State and a Saturday evening rave show from Sammy B; both were cited by Dave 
Haslam in City Life to have been instrumental in reflecting and developing the early 
rave culture in the city. However, due to occasional threats of violence on air and other 
breaches of the licence the station was closed. 


The licence was re-advertised and quickly won by Faze FM who launched Kiss 102 on 16 
October 1994. The licence win was spearheaded by Eugene Perera's Level Broadcast, 
aided by Mike Powell's Infinity Radio consultancy, and included shareholders UKRD, 
Eastern Counties Newspaper Group and 3i. Gary Burton, who had presented at Radio 
Trent for much of the 1980s and early 1990s, was Kiss 102's first breakfast presenter. 


The station became a victim of its own success when just months after opening a 
second station, Kiss 105 in Yorkshire, the station's board accepted a £17.6 million 
takeover bid from the Chrysalis Group in 1996 for a company that had cost just £600k 
to set up three years earlier. 


Chrysalis rebranded the station as Galaxy 102 in 1997. Eleven days after the transfer of 
ownership, as a direct result of EMAP, the Kiss brand owners refused to franchise the 
Kiss name to Chrysalis. The music policy was toned down, integrating R'n'B into the 
playlist and dispensing with many of the specialist programmes and presenters. 
Nevertheless, their investment in advertising and change of music policy was able to 
grow the audience further. 


The station was rebranded as Capital on 3 January 2011 as part of a merger of Global 
Radio's Galaxy and Hit Music networks to form the nine-station Capital network. 


On 1 June 2017, local programming moved from Salford to new studios at the XYZ 
Building in the Spinningfields district of Manchester City Centre. Capital Manchester 
shares facilities with sister station Heart North West and two Communicorp-owned 
stations, Smooth North West and XS Manchester. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station would be merged with 2BR in East 
and Central Lancashire. As of April 2019, local output consists of a three-hour Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.” Capital 
Manchester's local breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network 
programming from London. 


Technical[edit] 


The transmitter was on top of the City Tower in Piccadilly in Manchester, the same place 
as XS Manchester and Radio X's transmitter and all 3 services share the same broadcast 
antenna system which is located on the centre tower and is illuminated with red Aircraft 
warning lights at night. 


Breakfast show presenters[edit] 
Capital Manchester (2011-2019) 


e Rob Ellis (Capital Breakfast with Rob Ellis, 2011-2019)" 
Galaxy 102 (1997 - 2011) 


e Rob Ellis (The Rob Ellis Show, 2007 - 2011)® 
o Co-presented with Rachel Burke-Davies, Nigel "Wingman" Clucas, and 'Stand Up' 
Alex Boardman 
e Wes Butters (2005 - 2007)4 
o Co-presented with Alex Boardman and ‘Irish Alan' Toner 
e Simon "Nicksy" Nicks (Nicksy in the Morning, 2000 - 2005)# 
o Co-presented with Lynsey Horn and ‘Irish Alan' Toner 
e Adam Cole (1997 - 2000) 


Kiss 102 (1994 - 1997) 


e Adam Cole (1997) 
e Gary Burton (1994 - 1996) 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e james Barr e Stephanie Hirst 

e Sacha Brooks e Dave Kelly ™ 

e Wes Butters e Adele Roberts 

e Rich Clarke e Steve Sutherland 

e Andi Durrant e Margherita Taylor = 
e Rob Ellis e Tiësto 
References[edit] 
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2BR 


4 


LANCASHIRE 


City Clayton-le-Moors 


Broadcast area East and Central Lancashire 


Slogan Proper Local Radio 


Frequency FM: 96.3, 99.8, 106.5, 107 MHz 
DAB: 12A 


First air date 25 July 2000 


Last air date 29 March 2019 
Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Global 

Website 2br.co.uk 


Two Boroughs Radio (known on air as 2BR) was a local radio station serving East and 
Central Lancashire, England. It was owned and operated by Global and broadcast from 
studios at Clayton-le-Moors near Accrington. 


2BR was merged with Capital Manchester and relaunched as part of the Capital radio 
network on 8 April 2019. 


History[edit] 


2BR logo used until May 2016 


2BR launched on 25 July 2000, serving the Burnley, Pendle and Hyndburn areas from 
studios at the Lomeshaye Industrial Estate in Nelson with its transmitter located 
on Pendle Hill in Newchurch in Pendle, near Fence. 


The station's name originally referred to the "BB" postcodes 
of Burnley, Pendle & Hyndburn. 


Broadcasting stations in the United Kingdom do not use callsigns, but as "2" is a prefix 
assigned by the ITU to callsigns in Great Britain, 2BR is technically a valid radio callsign. 


In August 2010, the station moved to new studios at Clayton-le-Moors, co-locating 
with The Bee. 


On 4 April 2016, UKRD announced 2BR would merge with sister Lancashire station The 
Bee as part of an expansion onto DAB across the county. The merged station carried the 
same 2BR programming and identity, alongside opt-outs for local news, traffic and 
advertising in the Burnley, Blackburn and Preston & Chorley areas.“ DAB transmissions, 
via the Lancashire multiplex, commenced on Wednesday 1 June 2016. 


On 31 July 2018, Global Radio announced it had bought 2BR from UKRD.2 The sale 
followed Global's acquisition of another Lancashire station, The Bay, which relaunched 
as Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria in March 2018. 


Closure[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed 2BR would be relaunched as Capital Lancashire 
and form part of the Capital radio network on 8 April 2019. The station was merged 
with Capital's Manchester station. 


2BR ceased broadcasting at 7pm on Friday 29 March 2019, with the station entering a 
transition period ahead of the full relaunch as Capital.“ The station's studios at Clayton- 
le-Moors closed with operations moving to Manchester. The final song played on the 
station was Unwritten by Natasha Bedingfield 


Local output for Greater Manchester and Lancashire consists of a three-hour regional 
Drivetime show on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising. Separate local news services are produced for the Blackburn & Preston 
and Burnley & Pendle areas. 


Frequencies[edit] 


e 96.3 FM: Chorley 

e 99.8 FM: Burnley, Pendle and Hyndburn 

e 106.5 FM: Preston and South Ribble 

e 107 FM: Blackburn, Darwen and Accrington! msi 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
e Pendle Forest Transmitter 


References[edit] 
4. Two Boroughs Radio Ltd @ 5. 2BR2% 


1. ^ 2BR to merge with The Bee and expand on DAB, Radio Today, 4 April 2016 
^ Global expands in Lancashire after buying 2BR, RadioToday, 31 July 2018 


3. ^ Lancashire’s 2BR to join Capital’s new national radio network, RadioToday, 26 February 
2019 


Y 


4. ^ Ofcom approves 2BR’s upcoming change to Capital, RadioToday, 19 March 2019 
5. ^ "2BR sold to.... Yup Global.. - Page 11". Digital Spy. Retrieved 30 March 2019. 


6. ^ Lancashire's 2BR to join Capital’s new national radio network, RadioToday, 26 February 
2019 


7. ^ Ofcom approves 2BR’s upcoming change to Capital, RadioToday, 19 March 2019 


8. ^ "The Bee grows bigger with 3rd frequency". Radio Today. Retrieved 2 May 2014. 
9. ^ "Two Boroughs Radio Ltd: Company Profile". Retrieved 14 April 2017. 
10. ^ "2BR". Retrieved 14 April 2017. 


1. ^ Both 99.8 FM and 107 FM work in Accrington. 
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Capital Mid-Counties 


Slogan The UK's No.1 Hit Music Station 


Frequency FM: 
95.9 MHz (Brackley) 
96.2 MHz (Coventry) 
101.6 MHz (Lichfield and Tamworth) 
102 MHz (Stratford upon Avon) 
102.4 MHz (Burton) 
107.1 MHz (Rugby) 
107.3 MHz (Warwick) 
107.6 MHz (Banbury) 


RDS: Capital_ 


First air date 2 December 2019 


Format Contemporary hit radio 


Owner Quidem 


Capital Mid-Counties is a regional radio station owned by Quidem and operated 
by Global as part of the Capital network. It broadcasts 

to Coventry, Warwickshire, Worcestershire, south Staffordshire, the Cotswolds and 
north Oxfordshire. 


The station launched on 2 December 2019, following the merger of six Quidem-owned 
stations, including Touch FM, Rugby FM and Banbury Sound. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Banbury Sound, Rugby FM, and Touch FM 


Under relaxed OFCOM requirements for local content on commercial radio, Capital Mid- 
Counties is permitted to share all programming between the six licences, all located 
within the approved area of the Midlands.™ 


These licences previously broadcast as separate stations: 


e Radio Harmony began broadcasting to Coventry and Warwickshire in August 1990, 
later rebranding to 'Kix 96' in 1995. 

e FM102 The Bear began broadcasting to Warwickshire, Worcestershire and The 
Cotswolds from studios in Stratford-upon-Avon in May 1996. 

e Centre FM began broadcasting to south east Staffordshire and South 
Derbyshire from studios in Tamworth in June 1998. 

e 107.1 Rugby FM began broadcasting to Rugby and surrounding areas in August 
2002. 

e Banbury Sound began broadcasting to north Oxfordshire in February 2006 as Touch 
FM. 

e 107.3 Touch Radio began broadcasting to the Warwick, Leamington 
Spa and Kenilworth areas of Warwickshire in April 2008. 


By 2006, The Bear 102, Centre FM and Kix 96 were rebranded by then-owners CN_ 
Group as Touch FM - with similar branding adopted by the Warwick and Banbury 
stations upon their launch. In the same year, the CN Group acquired Rugby FM and 
transferred its operations to a regional broadcast centre in Kenilworth, Warwickshire. 


In 2009, the CN Group sold off its radio interests in the Midlands. The Banbury station 
was sold to a private consortium in a staff buyout in April and subsequently rebranded 
as a wholly independent operation, Banbury Sound. In June, the four Touch FM stations 
and Rugby FM were sold for an undisclosed price to Quidem, a newly established 
company set up by former GCap Media directors Steve Orchard and Wendy Pallot. 


The new owners introduced a new format identified on-air as Classic Hits and The Best 
Of Today with live breakfast shows and voicetracked Drivetime shows for each licence 
area. In October 2010, Quidem reacquired Banbury Sound, which co-located to 
Quidem's main studios at Honiley in Warwickshire and reintroduced networked output 
but retained its separate branding. 


From 2012 until 2016, Touch FM's service for Burton, Lichfield & Tamworth was 
broadcast from studios in Coalville, Leicestershire, shared with Oak FM (sold off by 
Quidem in 2015) until shortly after that station's sudden closure, when it moved to the 
Honiley studios. 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses. The agreement allows the group to carry the 
branding and programming from one of Global's radio networks while retaining 
ownership of its six licences - effectively being operated as franchises. 


Two months later, OFCOM granted permission for Quidem to change the licensed 
Formats of its local stations to "a rhythmic-based music-led service for 15-29 year-olds 
supplemented with news, information and entertainment" - a move which brought the 
stations into line with the formats of Global's Capital network. 


On 27 November 2019, it was confirmed the six Quidem stations would merge and join 
the Capital network on Monday 2 December 2019.“ Touch FM, Rugby FM and Banbury 
Sound ceased broadcasting at 7pm on Friday 29 November 2019. 


Regional programming on the station consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised opt-outs for news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising. All other local output was replaced with networked programming from 
London. Local news output for Capital Mid-Counties is produced by Global. 5 


Programming[edit] 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Quidem's Honiley studios from 
4-7pm on weekdays, presented by Ollie Gallant and Simon Alexander. 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters. 
NewsS[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly localised news updates from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. Separate bulletins are produced for the licence areas previously 
served by Touch FM, Rugby FM and Banbury Sound. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Statement: Request to change Format - Banbury Sound, Rugby FM and Touch FM, 
ofcom.org.uk, 14 November 2019 

^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 
^ Ofcom approves format changes for Quidem stations, Radio Today, 14 November 2019 
^ Global confirms Capital FM to replace Quidem stations, Radio Today, 27 November 
2019 


5. ^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 
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Banbury Sound 


City Banbury 

Broadcast Banburyshire (northern Oxfordshire) 
area 

Frequency 95.9 and 107.6 MHz 


First airdate 25 February 2006 


Format Contemporary 


Owner Quidem 


Banbury Sound was an Independent Local Radio station serving 
the Banbury and Brackley areas of north Oxfordshire. At the time of closure, it was 
owned and operated by Quidem and broadcast from studios at Honiley, Warwickshire. 


History[edit] 


Banbury Sound was launched as Touch FM on Saturday 25 February 2006 by then- 
breakfast presenter Dale Collins, with the first news bulletin read by then-group editor 
Daniel Bruce. It was previously owned by the Cumbria-based CN Group and was their 
third station to adopt the Touch FM branding, alongside sister stations 

in Coventry and Stratford-upon-Avon. Programming was networked between the three 
stations outside of breakfast and drivetime. 


The station changed owners on 1 April 2009, making it part of Banbury Broadcasting 
Company Limited - with staff members John Crutch (Station Director), Anneka Naysmith 
(Sales Director) and Dale Collins (Director of Programming) as partners in the buyout. 
Two months later, the station relaunched as Banbury Sound and introduced a full 
schedule of local output from its studios in the Grimsbury area of Banbury 4 


After the station was sold again to Touch FM's new owners, Quidem, in October 2010, 
the station co-located to studios at Honiley in Warwickshire and re-introduced 
networked programming outside of breakfast. 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses.2 Two months later, following permission from 
regulator, Ofcom to change the station's format, it was confirmed Banbury Sound 
would merge with its Quidem-owned sister stations and launch as Capital Mid- 
Counties on 2 December 2019.4 


Local output for the Mid-Counties region consists of a three-hour regional Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising 
for North Oxfordshire. Banbury Sound ceased broadcasting at 7pm on Friday 29 
November 2019. 


See also[edit] 


e History of Banbury, Oxfordshire 


e Banbury 
References[edit] 


1. ^ RadioToday.co.uk - Banbury Sound launches Archived 2009-06-03 at the Wayback 
Machine, 1 June 2009 


2. ^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 
3. ^ Ofcom approves format changes for Quidem stations, Radio Today, 14 November 2019 


4. ^ Global confirms Capital FM to replace Quidem stations, Radio Today, 27 November 
2019 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
e Banbury Sound's listing on Media UK 


107.1 Rugby FM 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from Rugby FM) 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve 

this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
oe material may be challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "107.1 Rugby 

FM" - news " newspapers « books = scholar « JSTOR (June 2019) (Learn 

how and when to remove this template message) 


107.1 Rugby FM 


Broadcast area Rugby 
Frequency 107.1 MHz 
First airdate 31 August 2002 


Format Adult Contemporary 


\w52.3750°N 


Transmitter n 
1.2685°WCoordinates: ““52.3750°N 


coordinates 
1.2685°W 


Owner Quidem 


Website www.rugbyfm.co.uk 


107.1 Rugby FM was an Independent Local Radio station in Warwickshire. At the time 
of closure, it was owned and operated by Quidem and broadcast from studios 
at Honiley, Warwickshire. 


Historyledit] 


Under the directorship of Martin Mumford, 107.1 Rugby FM launched on 31 August 2002 
—former Silk FM controller Trevor Thomas was the first voice on-air, also working as the 
station's programme manager, before leaving to join Warwickshire neighbour The Bear 

102. 


The station, then owned by the Milestone Group, enjoyed considerable success, and was 
lauded at one point as the UK's most successful local commercial radio station in terms 
of audience reach - once at 44% (RAJAR Q2 2005) - attributed to an emphasis on local 
presence, and presenters who were recruited on the basis of quality. They also enjoyed 
a substantially different music policy to that of its competitors. Following Mumford's 
departure in 2005, Julian Hotchkiss became Managing Director of Rugby FM but left a 
year later following the CN Group's acquisition of the station in early 2006. The group 
had been a minority shareholder until this point. 


From 2002 until 2008, the station was based at studios on Spring Street in the heart of 
the town centre. The CN Group acquisition had a number of far-reaching consequences 
on the output, notably the loss of 20 hours a day of local programming, and the studios 
being moved out of Rugby town centre into a regional hub in Kenilworth. 


Between 2007 and 2009, the CN Group divested of its Midlands radio stations. First to 
be sold was Oak 107 FM, which went to the Lincs FM Group, who merged it with their 
licence in nearby Hinckley. Touch FM Banbury was sold a year later to a private 
consortium, and was subsequently rebranded as Banbury Sound. The remaining Touch 
stations, with Rugby FM, were sold to Quidem Ltd in Summer 2009, with Banbury Sound 
picked back up in October 2010 and Oak FM picked up in 2012. 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses.“ Two months later, following permission 

from Ofcom to change the station's format, it was confirmed Rugby FM would merge 
with its sister Quidem-owned stations and launch as Capital Mid-Counties on 2 
December 2019.2 Rugby FM ceased broadcasting at 7pm on Friday 29 November 2019. 


ReferencesS[edit] 


1. ^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 
2. ^ Ofcom approves format changes for Quidem stations, Radio Today, 14 November 2019 


3. ^ Global confirms Capital FM to replace Quidem stations, Radio Today, 27 November 
2019 
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The Touch FM network was a group of local commercial radio stations owned 

by Quidem. The network included stations in Coventry, South 

Staffordshire, Warwick, Stratford-upon-Avon, Nuneaton & Hinckley, Loughborough, Banb 
ury and Rugby. 


The network of stations are listed below. 


e Touch FM (Coventry), formerly Kix 96 

e Touch FM (Stratford-upon-Avon), formerly The Bear 102 

e Touch FM (Warwick) 

e Touch FM (Burton, Lichfield and Tamworth), formerly Centre FM 
e 107.1 Rugby FM 

e Banbury Sound, formerly Touch FM 107.6 


Oak FM, which served the Hinckley, Nuneaton and Loughborough areas, was formerly 
owned by the Lincs FM Group until 2012, when it was acquired by Quidem."! Oak 

FM and Touch FM (Burton, Lichfield and Tamworth) broadcast from a studio centre 

in Coalville, Leicestershire. Oak FM was sold to ATR Media in 2015 and later ceased 
broadcasting in July 2016 after running into financial difficulties. 


All of Quidem's stations were broadcast from a studio in Honiley, 
near Kenilworth in Warwickshire. 


Station rebrandsS[edit] 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses.®! Two months later, following permission from 
regulator, Ofcom to change the station's format,” it was confirmed that Quidem's 
stations would merge and launch as Capital Mid-Counties on 2 December 2019." 


The Touch FM stations, Rugby FM and Banbury Sound ceased broadcasting at 7pm on 
Friday 29 November 2019. 


References[edit] 


^ Radio Today | Quidem to buy Oak FM from Lincs FM group 

^ Radio Today - Oak 107 goes off the air suddenly in the Midlands, 28 July 2016 

^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 
^ Ofcom approves format changes for Quidem stations, Radio Today, 14 November 2019 
^ Global confirms Capital FM to replace Quidem stations, Radio Today, 27 November 
2019 
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96.2 Touch FM 


Broadcast area Coventry, England 


Slogan "Classic Hits & The Best of Today" 
Format Adult Hits 

Owner Quidem Ltd 

Website www.962touchfm.co.uk 


96.2 Touch FM was a local radio station serving Coventry and Warwickshire, in 
the West Midlands, England. The station broadcast from studios at Honiley, 
near Kenilworth, on 96.2 FM and online. 


History[edit] 


The station originally launched as Radio Harmony on 28 August 1990 on 102.6 MHz FM. 
In 1995, it rebranded as Kix 96 and changed frequency to 96.2 MHz FM. Under the 
management of Muff Murfin, Kix earned a reputation as a training ground for some of 
the UK radio industry's up-and-coming talents including Chris Brooks, Dave 

Kelly and Perry Spillar. Nic Tuff was the station's launch programme controller and 
breakfast presenter, who is probably best-remembered for a 1998 April Fools' joke in 
which he called Nelson Mandela at home, pretending to be Tony Blair. The stunt 
attracted some attention from the international press. 


CN Group acquisition[edit] 


The CN Group lobbied government regulatory body Ofcom in 2005 to amend the 
station's format in order to bring it closer to the adult-contemporary formats of its sister 
stations in the South Midlands (all later rebranded as Touch FM). One of the proposed 
changes included a request for the removal of the obligation to provide a weekly 
programme of Irish music. An objection from Coventry rivals Mercia FM contributed 
towards Ofcom rejecting the request. As a result, the station's format obligations dictate 
a different playlist to that of the other members of the Touch network, but nonetheless 
the station now has a more adult sound than that prior to CN ownership. The station 
was issued a 'yellow card' by Ofcom in April 2006 for a violation of the 'spirit of its 
format' following a decision to move the Irish music programme to an 'inaccessible' 
overnight time slot.™ 


Quidem acquisition[edit] 


On 18 June 2009 it was announced that a group fronted by former G-Cap Media 
Operations Director Steve Orchard had bought the CN Radio Midland Stations. He set up 
the group known as 'Quidem'. On 1 December 2009, Touch Radio was rebranded to 
Touch FM. 


Flip to Adult Hits Format[edit] 


On Friday, 21 March 2014 at 5:10 pm the station was "seized" during normal 
programming and a loop of the Queen hit Bohemian Rhapsody was played consistently 
until 10 am the following Monday morning. At this point, an launch sequence played, 
confirming the station was relaunching with a new, male-skewed rock format, giving it a 
distinctive sound compared to the more female-skewed Global Radio and Orion 

Media operated brands in the area. It now only has presenters between 6 am and 9 am 
and 4 pm and 7 pm weekdays, and 8 am to 2 pm weekends. There is no longer any 
networking taken. 


In 2016 Touch FM reverted to its original Adult Contemporary theme, applying the 
slogan of its sister stations 'Classic Hits and the Best of Today' 


In October 2016, the station started broadcasting a local arts magazine 

programme, The Coventry Culture Show. This was a hit with listeners, and in January 
2017, the show was extended to four hours. In January 2019, The Coventry Culture 
Show also aired on Sunday morning in addition to its traditional Saturday slot. Presenter 
Neil Wilkes announced via social media that he had ended the radio show shortly before 
it was publicly announced that Touch FM would cease broadcasting. 


Station rebrand and merger[edit] 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses. Two months later, following permission from 
regulator, Ofcom to change the station's format, it was confirmed Touch FM (Coventry) 
would merge with its Quidem-owned sister stations and launch as Capital Mid- 

Counties on 2 December 2019.4 


Local output for the Mid-Counties region consists of a three-hour regional Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising 
for Coventry and Warwickshire. Touch FM ceased broadcasting at 7pm on Friday 29 
November 2019. 


See also[edit] 


e Touch Radio (Stratford-upon-Avon) 

e Touch Radio (Warwick) 

e Touch Radio (Burton, Lichfield and Tamworth) 
e 107.1 Rugby FM 

e Banbury Sound 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Ofcom issues yellow card to Touch FM (Coventry)". Archived from the original on 3 
May 2006. 

2. ^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 
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e Live Internet Feed 
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102 Touch FM 


City Stratford Upon Avon 
Broadcast Warwickshire, Worcestershire and The 
area Cotswolds 


Frequency 102.0 MHz 
First air date 24 May 1996 


Format Contemporary 


: \w52.0816°N 1.7286°WCoordinates: ‘s 
Transmitter 


7 52.0816°N 1.7286°W 
coordinates 


Owner Quidem Ltd 
Website 102 Touch FM 


102 Touch FM was an Independent Local Radio station broadcasting to the town 
of Stratford-upon-Avon and much of the counties of Warwickshire, Worcestershire, The 
Cotswolds and the surrounding area in the south of the English Midlands. 


History[edit] 


The station, which launched in 1996 as FM102 The Bear and was later known as The 
Bear 102, was taken over by Cumbria-based CN Group in 2001 and relaunched, along 
with Kix 96 in Coventry, as Touch FM on 16 January 2006. 


In June 2009, the Touch Radio Network of stations (together with Rugby FM) were 
purchased from CN Group by Quidem Midlands Limited. 102 Touch Radio was then re- 
branded to 102 Touch FM. 


In March 2011, Touch FM and Quidem were nominated for two Sony Radio Academy 
Awards - "The First Break Show" in the Best Specialist Music programme category and 
the "Coventry Blitz Special" in the Best News Special category [1]. The station won 
the Radio Academy Nations & Regions Award for the Midlands Station of the Year in 
2012-13 and 2013-14 and was nominated for the Sony Radio Academy Awards Station 
of the Year in 2013. Touch FM's Pride of Stratford Awards won the Arqiva Commercial 
Radio marketing award in 2012. 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses. Two months later, following permission from 
regulator, Ofcom to change the station's format, it was confirmed Touch FM (Stratford- 
upon-Avon) would merge with its Quidem-owned sister stations and launch as Capital 
Mid-Counties on 2 December 2019.2 


Local output for the Mid-Counties region consists of a three-hour regional Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 
Touch FM ceased broadcasting at 7pm on Friday 29 November 2019. 


See also[edit] 


e Banbury Sound 

e Touch Radio (Coventry) 

e Touch Radio (Warwick) 

e Touch Radio (Burton, Lichfield and Tamworth) 
e 107.1 Rugby FM 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 

2. ^ Ofcom approves format changes for Quidem stations, Radio Today, 14 November 2019 

3. ^ Global confirms Capital FM to replace Quidem stations, Radio Today, 27 November 
2019 


External links[edit] 


e 102 Touch FM Website 
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107.3 Touch FM 


City Kenilworth 
Broadcast Warwick, Leamington 
area Spa and Kenilworth 


Frequency 107.3 MHz 
First air date 4 April 2008 
Owner Quidem Ltd 


Website 107.3 Touch FM 


107.3 Touch FM was an independent local radio station broadcasting to 
the Warwick, Leamington Spa and Kenilworth areas of Warwickshire.” 


History[edit] 


OFCOM awarded the Warwick licence to the CN Group in January 2006 for their 2-Day 
FM application. However, it took the group over two years to commence broadcasting, 
which they eventually did on Friday 4 April at 7 pm under the name of 107.3 Touch 
Radio. The initial presenter line-up was Ben Day, who left The Severn to take up his 
new position on Breakfast, Louisa Allen on mid-mornings, Mikey Faulkner on drive and 
Matt Walters on the evening show. 


The CN Group later sold its Midland based Touch Radio Network to Quidem."! The 
station was then re-branded to 107.3 Touch FM. 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses." Two months later, following permission from 
regulator, Ofcom to change the station's format," it was confirmed Touch FM (Warwick) 


would merge with its Quidem-owned sister stations and launch as Capital Mid- 
Counties on 2 December 2019. 


Local output for the Mid-Counties region consists of a three-hour regional Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising 
for Warwick, Leamington Spa and Kenilworth. Touch FM ceased broadcasting at 7pm on 
Friday 29 November 2019. 


ReferencesS[edit] 


m 


^ "Touch FM website listing individual stations and the areas they serve". 

Retrieved 2010-01-17. 

^ "Details of launch on radiotoday.co.uk". Retrieved 2010-01-17. 

^ "Details of CN Group selling Touch to Quidem". Retrieved 2010-01-17. 

^ Quidem enters brand licensing agreement with Global, Radio Today, 2 September 2019 
^ Ofcom approves format changes for Quidem stations, Radio Today, 14 November 2019 
^ Global confirms Capital FM to replace Quidem stations, Radio Today, 27 November 
2019 
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External linkS[edit] 


e 107.3 Touch FM official website 

e 107.3 Touch FM's listing on Media UK 

e Ben Day and Nick Jewers from 107.3 Touch Radio visit Kenilworth Castle's "Fool 
School" 


0 = This article about a radio station in the United Kingdom is a stub. You can help 
St Wikipedia by expanding it. 
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Touch FM 
City Tamworth 
Broadcast area South East Staffordshire 


Frequency 101.6 & 102.4 FM 


First air date 6 June 1998 


Format Contemporary 
Owner Quidem Ltd 
Website http://www.101touchfm.co.uk/ 


Touch FM was an independent local radio station broadcasting 
to Burton, Lichfield, Tamworth and South Derbyshire, England. 


Centre FM[edit] 


Centre FM was created as the result of work by the Tamworth Community Radio 
Association. It was formed in 1993 with the purpose of developing a community 

radio station for the town and its surrounding areas. In 1996, TCRA, with a group of local 
businessmen and radio presenters, formed Centre Broadcasting Ltd to apply for the 
commercial broadcasting licence for South East Staffordshire. In addition to this, there 
was another rival bid from Burton-based Tower FM, who also did reading books for the 
blind. Considering there was interest 

in Burton and Swadlincote and Tamworth and Lichfield, both areas were merged by the 
Radio Authority. 


Centre FM launched on 6 June 1998, from studios at 5-6 Aldergate, Tamworth. Upon its 
launch, The board consisted of Ric Simon of TCRA, local business leader Keith Hayes, 
representatives of Central Independent Newspapers, and ITV Central news anchorman 
Bob Warman. At one point, Capital Radio held shares in the station, selling them, along 
with those of Stratford-upon-Avon based The Bear, on 11 April 2001.2 


In April 2002, it was acquired by The CN Group, which, on 29 April 2006, re-branded the 
station as Touch FM. 


Programming[edit] 


The original line-up in 1998 was Sean Goldsmith at breakfast, Mike Vitti on mid- 
mornings, Hayley Chapman on afternoons and Antony Masters in the evening, with Mike 
Thomas as news editor. The strapline was 'One Great Song After Another’. Apart from 
Vitti, the original line-up had left by the end of 2000. Sean Goldsmith left for Hallam FM 
and Mike Thomas left in 2001 for the launch of Saga 105.7 FM in Birmingham, but 
returned to the station between 2005 and 2007. No overnight presenters were 
employed, instead non-stop music was played straight from a computer. 


Later, Centre FM's strapline was "We Only Play The Best Music". 


Touch FM[edit] 


Under the CN Group, the station was re-launched as Touch FM in 2006 leaving behind 
almost eight years of heritage in South East Staffordshire. Touch FM was launched at 
12:00 BST on Saturday 29 April 2006. The on-air launch was marked at Coopers 


Square Shopping Centre in Burton-upon-Trent, and was hosted by breakfast presenter 
Dave James with an appearance by the Sugababes. The re-branding of Centre FM made 
it the fourth station to join the new Touch Radio Network. Kix 96.2 and The Bear were 
re-branded earlier that year, with a new station for Banbury also launching Touch FM on 
25 February 2006. 


In 2009, the station was acquired by the Quidem group,® which introduced new idents, 
a revised logo and changed the strapline to "Classic Hits and the Best Of Today”. 


The station broadcast from Aldergate in Tamworth town centre until it moved to a 
studio complex in Coalville in 2012, following Quidem's acquisition of Oak FM, already 
based there, from the Lincs FM Group. In August 2016, it received permission 

from OFCOM to move studios to Kenilworth in Warwickshire.“ 


In September 2019, Quidem announced it had entered a brand licensing agreement 
with Global, citing financial losses. Two months later, following permission from 
regulator, Ofcom to change the station's format, it was confirmed Touch FM (Burton, 
Lichfield and Tamworth) would merge its Quidem-owned sister stations and launch 

as Capital Mid-Counties on 2 December 2019.4 


Local output for the Mid-Counties region consists of a three-hour regional Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising 
for south east Staffordshire and south Derbyshire. Touch FM ceased broadcasting at 
7pm on Friday 29 November 2019. 


Transmitters[edit] 


Touch FM used two transmitters to cover Lichfield, Tamworth and Burton. One was at 
the Lichfield transmitting station, which broadcast on 101.6 FM at a power of 60 watts 
to Lichfield and Tamworth, and another transmitter was at Winshill water tower on 
102.4 FM. This covered Burton and South Derbyshire at a power of 90 watts. Even 
though the station was meant to cover South East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire, it 
could also be heard on some parts of the M6 through the West Midlands and through 
most of Derby. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ http://forums.digitalspy.co.uk/showpost.php?p=57193217&postcount=19 Digital Spy 
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- Staffordshire 
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External links[edit] 


e Touch FM website 
e Touch FM Facebook page 


e Information on Centre FM 


See also[edit] 


e Touch Radio (Coventry) 
e Touch Radio (Stratford-upon-Avon) 


e Touch Radio (Warwick 
e 107.1 Rugby FM 
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Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Owner 


Website 


Capital Midlands 


Birmingham's No.1 Hit Music Station 


East Midlands' No.1 Hit Music Station 


FM: 

96.2 MHz (Nottingham) 
96.5 MHz (Mansfield) 
102.2 MHz(Birmingham) 
102.8 MHz (Derby) 
105.4 MHz (Leicester)! 
DAB: 

11B (Leicester) 

11C (Birmingham) 

12C (Nottingham) 

10B (Derbyshire) 


RDS: Capital 


6 April 2019 


Contemporary hit radio 


Global 


Capital Birmingham 


Capital East Midlands 


Capital Midlands is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Capital network. It broadcasts to Birmingham, parts of the Black Country and 
the East Midlands from studios at Brindleyplace in Birmingham City Centre. 


The station launched in April 2019 as a result of a merger between Capital 
Birmingham and Capital East Midlands. 


Overview/[edit] 
Further information: Capital Birmingham and Capital East Midlands 


The regional station originally broadcast as four separate stations. 


e Choice FM began broadcasting in Birmingham in January 1995, after taking over the 
licence previously held by Buzz FM. It was relaunched as Galaxy in 1999 and Capital 
Birmingham in January 2011. 

e Radio Trent in Nottinghamshire, Leicester Sound in Leicestershire and Ram FM in 
Derbyshire operated three separate localised services before they were merged and 
rebranded as part of the Capital network in January 2011. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the two Capital stations would be merged, 
following Ofcom's decision to relax local content obligations from commercial radio. 


As of April 2019, regional output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show from 
Birmingham on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising for the East and West Midlands. 


The station retains studios in Birmingham and regional offices in Nottingham. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Birmingham studios 
from 4-7pm on weekdays,“ presented by Tom Watts and Claire Chambers. An additional 
Afro-Caribbean music programme airs from 2-4am Friday mornings in Birmingham only, 
presented by Sacha Brooks. 


NewsS[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly localised news updates from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. Separate bulletins are produced for the East and West 
Midlands. 


The Birmingham newsroom also produce bulletins for sister stations Heart West 
Midlands and Smooth West Midlands. The Nottingham newsroom also produces bulletins 
for Smooth East Midlands (owned by Communicorp). 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Capital East Midlands Media UK 


2. ^ Global to network Capital, Heart and Smooth breakfast shows, RadioToday, 26 
February 2019 


3. ^ Global to network Capital, Heart and Smooth breakfast shows, RadioToday, 26 
February 2019 
4. ^ Jump up to:? £ Capital FM - Birmingham public file 


External links[edit] 


e Capital Birmingham 
e Capital East Midlands 
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Capital Birmingham 


BIRMINGHAM'S NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


City Birmingham 
Broadcast West Midlands 
area 
Slogan Birmingham's No.1 Hit Music Station 
Frequency FM: 102.2 MHz 
RDS: CAPITAL_ 
DAB 


First airdate 1 January 1995 


Format Contemporary hit radio / Urban 


contemporary 


\w52.4732°N 


Transmitter n 
1.9194°WCoordinates: ‘““#52.4732°N 


coordinates 
1.9194°W 


Owner Global 


Sister stations Heart West Midlands 


Smooth West Midlands 
Website Capital Birmingham 


Capital Birmingham was a local radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as 
part of the Capital radio network. It broadcasts to the West Midlands from studios 
at Brindleyplace in Birmingham City Centre. 


In April 2019, Capital Birmingham was merged with a sister station in the East 
Midlands to form Capital Midlands. 


History[edit] 


The station began broadcasting as Choice FM on 1 January 1995, after taking over the 
licence previously operated by Buzz FM. Four years later, Choice was renamed as 
Galaxy after it was bought out by Chrysalis. Galaxy was sold off to Global Radio in June 
2007 in a £170 million deal which saw the group take over The Arrow, LBC and Heart. 


The station was relaunched and re-branded as 102.2 Capital on 3 January 2011 as part 
of a merger of Global Radio's Galaxy and Hit Music networks to form the nine- 

station Capital radio network.= In April 2013, the station along with Heart West 
Midlands moved to new studios at Eleven Brindleyplace in central Birmingham. 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station would be merged with Capital East 
Midlands. As of Monday 8 April 2019, regional output consists of a three-hour Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. Local 
breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with networked programming from 
London. 


Format[edit] 


Unlike other stations on the Capital network, the 102.2 Capital licence was to cater 
primarily for Urban contemporary black music rather than a 'contemporary/chart music- 
led service'.= The radio station format stated that the service should provide ‘a 
rhythmic-based music and information stations primarily for listeners of African or afro- 


Caribbean origin, but with cross over appeal to young white fans of urban contemporary 
black music!“ 


On 1 July 2011, Global Radio requested to change the formats of Capital Birmingham 
and Capital Scotland which have obligations from previous owners - this is to enable all 
nine Capital stations to be inline. On 17 November 2011 it was 

announced Ofcom approved two format change requests.” 


In February 2014, the station resumed opting out of networked programming for two 
hours each week, broadcasting an overnight specialist show featuring Afro-Caribbean 
music. 


Capital Birmingham's transmitter is located at Metropolitan House on the A456. It is also 
available on DAB via the Birmingham, Coventry, and Wolverhampton, Shrewsbury and 
Telford multiplexes. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e james Barr e Stephanie Hirst 

e Edith Bowman e Dave Kelly 

e Sacha Brooks e Adele Roberts 

e Rich Clarke e Steve Sutherland 
e David Dunne e Margherita Taylor 
e Andi Durrant e Tiësto 
References[edit] 


1. ^ Global Radio takes Capital national, Brand Republic, 13 September 2010 

2. ^ Global to network Capital, Heart and Smooth breakfast shows, RadioToday, 26 
February 2019 

3. ^ "95.8 Capital radio station format". Ofcom. February 2008. Archived from the 
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7. ^ Ofcom approves Capital format change Radio Today, 17 November 2011 
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e Metropolitan House transmitter 
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Capital East Midlands 


‘Broadcast 


area 


Branding 


'Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Last air date 


‘Format 


Owner 


Sister stations 


95-106 


CAPITAL 
FM 


EAST MIDLANDS’ NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


East Midlands 


96-106 Capital 


East Midlands' No.1 Hit Music Station 


FM: 

96.2 MHz (Nottingham) 
96.5 MHz (Mansfield) 
102.8 MHz (Derby) 
105.4 MHz (Leicester)"! 
DAB: 

11B (Leicester) 

12C (Nottingham) 

10B (Derbyshire) 

RDS: Capital 


3 January 2011 


5 April 2019 


Contemporary hit radio 


Global 


Classic FM 
Smooth East Midlands 


Website Capital East Midlands 


Capital East Midlands was a regional radio station owned and operated by Global 
Radio as part of the Capital radio network, broadcasting to the East Midlands from 
studios in Nottingham. 


It launched on 3 January 2011 following the merger of Trent FM, Leicester 
Sound and Ram FM." 


In April 2019, the station was merged with a sister Capital station in Birmingham to 
form Capital Midlands. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Trent FM, Leicester Sound, and Ram FM 


The regional station originally broadcast as three stations - Radio Trent began 
broadcasting to Nottinghamshire in July 1975, later expanding its coverage area to 
central and southern Derbyshire in March 1987 with split local programming introduced 
for the area. The Derbyshire station was relaunched in 1994 as Ram FM. Leicester 
Sound was launched in Leicestershire in September 1984, just over 11 months after the 
county's first ILR station, Centre Radio, went into receivership. 


Both Trent FM and Leicester Sound were owned by Midlands Radio until a takeover 

by Capital Radio plc led to the stations being sold off to the GWR Group in 1993. In 
2005, the owners merged with Capital to form GCap Media, which was later taken over 
by Global Radio. In June 2008, Global launched The Hit Music Network on Trent, 
Leicester Sound and Ram FM alongside Ten 17 in Essex, Hertfordshire's Mercury 

96.6 and Mercury FM in Sussex and Surrey (also Mercia FM and Beacon Black Country 
until their sale to Orion Media). Local programming was restricted to daily breakfast and 
weekday afternoon & drive time slots with networked output originating from 
Nottingham. Two other Hit Music stations - London's 95.8 Capital FM and Red Dragon 
FM in south east Wales retained local output. 


On 13 September 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge Trent FM, Leicester 
Sound and Ram FM to form a sole regional station as part of a merger between its Hit 
Music and Galaxy network stations to form the nine-station Capital radio network. The 
merger led to the closure of studios in Leicester and advertising offices in Derby. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station would be merged with Capital 
Birmingham. From Monday 8 April 2019, regional output will consist of a three-hour 
Drivetime show from Birmingham on weekdays, alongside news bulletins, traffic 
updates and advertising.“ Local breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with 
network programming from London. 


The last local programming from Capital East Midlands aired on Friday 5 April 2019. 
Local news, traffic and advertising for the region continues to air as opt-outs - the 
station also retains offices in Nottingham. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e james Barr e Andi Durrant 
e Sacha Brooks e Dave Kelly 


e Emma Caldwell s1 e Margherita Taylor 


e Rich Clarke e Andy Twigge = 
References[edit] 
1. ^ Capital East Midlands Media UK 
2. ^ Capital radio broadcasts first East Midlands shows as it replaces Trent FM Archived 10 
January 2011 at the Wayback Machine Nottingham Post, 4 January 2011 
3. ^ Global Radio takes Capital national, Brand Republic, 13 September 2010 
4. ^ Global to network Capital, Heart and Smooth breakfast shows, RadioToday, 26 
February 2019 
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18 November 2010 
6. ^ Jump up to:? * Show swap at Capital FM East Midlands, RadioToday, 16 March 2012 
7. ^ 96-106 Capital jock in tandem skydive Radio Today, 15 September 2011 


External links[edit] 


e Capital East Midlands 
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Trent FM 


trentim®” 


Broadcast area Nottingham and Mansfield 


Frequency 96.2 MHz (Nottingham), 


96.5 MHz (Mansfield), 
DAB, 


Freeview 
First air date 3 July 1975 
Last air date 3 January 2011 
Format CHR/Pop 
Owner Capital FM Network 


Trent FM was an Independent Local Radio station which broadcast to Nottinghamshire. 
The station merged with two other East Midlands stations, Leicester Sound and Ram 

FM to form Capital FM East Midlands (part of Global's Capital FM Network) on Monday 3 
January 2011." 


History[edit] 


TRENT-FM 


96-2 


An early Trent logo 301 metres (1,000 kHz) mediumwave and 96.2 megahertz (96,200,000 Hz) 


Launched on 3 July 1975 as Radio Trent and based in the converted Nottingham 
Women's Hospital at 29-31 Castle Gate, Nottingham, the station broadcast 

on FM and medium wave and was managed initially by Dennis Maitland, a commercial 
director at the highly acclaimed offshore pirate station, Radio London. 


The original line-up of presenters featured John Peters (the first presenter on air), 
former Radio Luxembourg presenter Kid Jensen, Jeff Cooper, Peter Quinn, Graham 
Knight, Chris Baird and Guy Morris. The station's news and sports team was led by Dave 
Newman and Martin Johnson - with Trent making heavy use of outside broadcasts to 
cover major events and incidents both within and beyond its broadcast area. Its first 
programme controller was Bob Snyder from Piccadilly, an ex offshore pirate broadcaster 
who'd been working on commercial radio franchise applications. He was replaced in 
1977 by Neil Spence, better known as the former Radio London DJ Dave Dennis. 

21 Subsequently, Bev Smith from ATV, was appointed before the arrival of Chris Hughes 
in the post under new MD Ron Coles, both from BBC local radio. As Head of Presentation 
and then Deputy Programme Director, Len Groat, an ex Metro broadcaster, 
programmed music and assembled the station's jingle identification packages. 


Following the successful application to run a new station in Leicester which it launched 
as Leicester Sound, Radio Trent expanded transmission to neighbouring Derbyshire in 
1987. Renamed Trent FM in 1988, it launched a separate oldies-format service, GEM- 
AM, on its own medium wave frequencies alongside that of Leicester Sound. Its 
owners Midlands Radio plc were taken over by the Capital Radio group GWR Group in 
1993, which then disposed of the East Midlands assets to GWR. The Nottingham and 
Mansfield FM services were branded 96 Trent FM, while the Derby service became 
known as RAM FM. The medium wave GEM-AM service was then rebranded, to 
become Classic Gold GEM, and ultimately Classic Gold. 


By spring 2005, Trent found itself owned by GCap Media, after GWR Group's merger 
with Capital Radio Group. It became part of GCap's One Network brand, a network of FM 
and DAB music stations across southern England, the English Midlands and Wales. The 
station changed hands again in 2008 when Global Radio bought GCap Media. 


After thirty-one years based at Castle Gate, the historic street leading to Nottingham 
Castle, the station began broadcasting from new studios at the Chapel Quarter 
development at Chapel Bar, at midday on 9 January 2007. Trent lost the 96 prefix in its 
name in July 2007, to become once again Trent FM. 


On 30 June 2008, The Hit Music Network was launched from the Chapel Quarter 
complex. This network served Trent FM, Ram FM, Leicester Sound, Ten 17, Mercury 
(Watford) and Mercury FM in Surrey, (and Mercia, Beacon Black Country until their sale 
to Orion), with programming broadcast from Nottingham outside of breakfast, afternoon 
and drivetime. Although part of the same network, Capital FM and Red Dragon FM 
continued airing locally produced programming 24 hours a day. 


Trent FM broadcast its last local programme on Friday 31 December 2010 ahead of the 
station's merger with Leicester Sound and Ram FM to form Capital FM East Midlands as 
part of Global Radio's plans to launch The Capital FM Network. The new station officially 
began broadcasting at 10am on Monday 3 January 2011 and is based at Trent's Chapel 
Quarter studios. Trent's weekday breakfast presenters Emma Caldwell and Andy Twigge 
presented Capital Breakfast for the station until moving to the weekday drivetime show 
in April 2012. Ram FM's Dino & Pete hosted drivetime until April 2012 when they 
switched to Breakfast. Dick Stone programmed the station, who'd been working on the 
frequencies on-air since the 80s. 


Past presenters[edit] 


e Steve Merike 
e Chris Baird 


e Peter Quinn 

e David "Kid" Jensen 

e Len Groat 

e Erica Hughes 

e Chris Burns 

e Tim Rogers 

e Colin Bower 

e Viv Evans 

e David Lloyd 

e Chris "The Mouth" Ashley 

e Peter Tait (deceased) 

e Graham Neale (deceased) 

e Graham Knight (deceased) 

e Dale Winton (deceased) 

e Lucy Horobin (now at Heart Solent) 

e Anne-Marie Minhall (now at Classic FM) 
e Jo Russell (now at Gem 106) 

e John Shaw 

e Mark Dennison now at (BBC Radio Nottingham) 
e Craig Strong 


e Andy Miller 
e Andy Twigge 
e Rob Smith 


e Paul Robey (now at BBC Radio Nottingham) 
e Marc Paul (deceased) 

e Paula White 

e Kevin Wright (deceased) 

e Suzanne Hales 


Global Radio Commercial Production Studio at Trent FM[edit] 


The Trent FM studios also housed the majority of the local commercial production 
studios for Global Radio. The studios produced the local commercial output of Global's 
local radio stations, through 8 dedicated studios. Trent FM's Castle Gate building housed 
6 of these studios, and the facility remained with the station when it moved to its new 
home at Chapel Quarter, Nottingham in January 2007. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Capital FM to replace Galaxy Archived 25 November 2010 at the Wayback Machine, 
RadioToday, 13 September 2010 
2. ^ Billboard, 30 April 1977 


External links[edit] 


e Trentin Derby 
e Part One of a Radio Trent documentary from 1979 


e Part Two of a Radio Trent documentary from 1979 
e Charting the Charts: 1989 Radio Trent documentary 
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Leicester Sound 


s 
leicestersound* 


City Leicester 
Broadcast area Leicestershire 
Frequency 105.4 MHz, 

DAB, 

Freeview 
First air date 7 September 1984 
Last air date 2 January 2011 (10 am) 
Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Global Radio 


Leicester Sound was an Independent Local Radio station which broadcast 

to Leicestershire. The station merged with two other East Midlands stations, Trent 

FM and Ram FM to form Capital FM East Midlands (part of Global's Capital FM Network) 
on Monday, 3 January 2011.™ 


Background[edit] 


Leicester Sound was launched by the owners of Radio Trent on 7 September 1984, 
eleven months after Leicestershire's first ILR station, Centre Radio, went into 
receivership and ceased broadcasting. The new station broadcast from Centre's 
Granville House studios and on Centre's frequencies of 1260 MW and 97.1 FM. The FM 
frequency was moved to 103.2 MHz in 1986 with medium wave broadcasts continuing 
until October 1988. In the same year, the station was renamed as Sound FM, before 
reverting to its original branding in 1991. 


In January 1992, Leicester Sound was bought out by Midlands Radio plc. Within a year, 
the group was taken over by Capital Radio who sold the station, along with Trent FM 
and Mercia Sound to the GWR Group. In January 1997, Leicester Sound's frequency 
changed from 103.2 to 105.4 FM, offering a stronger signal, which could be heard in 
most of Leicestershire from a transmitter near Billesdon. In February 2002, the station 
moved to new studios at the Meridian Business Park in Leicester. 


Leicester Sound broadcast its very last local programme on Friday 31 December 2010 
ahead of the station's merger with Trent FM and Ram FM to form Capital FM East 
Midlands as part of Global Radio's plans to launch The Capital FM Network. The new 
station began broadcasting at 10 am on Monday 3 January 2011. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

jN independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (February 2015) 


e Robin Banks 

e Rae Earl 

e Sara Blizzard (now with BBC East Midlands Today) 

e Jeremy Kyle (now presenting The Jeremy Kyle Show) 

e Guy Harris 

e Graham Torrington (now with BBC Radio Bristol, Smooth Radio) 
e David Lloyd (now a Radio Historian) 

e John Peters 


e Matt Faulkner (now BBC Somerset) 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Capital FM to replace Galaxy Archived 25 November 2010 at the Wayback Machine, 
RadioToday, 13 September 2010 


External links[edit] 


e Leicester Sound jingles 


e History of Leicester Sound 

e Photos of the Leicester Sound Billesdon transmitter 
e Photos of the Leicester Sound building 

e History of local radio in Leicestershire 
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Coordinates: “52.923812°N 1.477901°W 


Ram FM 


Broadcast area Central and southern Derbyshire 
Frequency 102.8 MHz 

First air date 3 March 1987 

Last air date 3 January 2011 

Format CHR/Pop 


Owner Capital Network/Trent FM 


Ram FM was an Independent Local Radio station, which broadcast to central and 
southern parts of Derbyshire on 102.8 FM. The station merged with two other East 
Midlands stations, Trent FM and Leicester Sound to form Capital FM East Midlands (part 
of Global's Capital FM Network) on Monday 3 January 2011." 


History[edit] 


After a period of test transmissions, the station began life as "Radio Trent 945" at 6am 
on Tuesday 3 March 1987 on 102.8FM, also broadcasting on AM 945 kHz. Andy Marriott 
launched the station with a recording of a message from His Grace the Duke Of 
Devonshire. The first song played was Simply Red - Do The Right Thing. 


In October 1988, the AM frequency was launched as a separate oldies service called 
GEM AM; that service also continues today now known as "GOLD". 


In March 1994 the FM service was rebranded "Ram FM" by new owners GWR Group plc, 
and continued to broadcast from studios under the Assembly Rooms in Derby Market 
Place. The station moved premises in 1999 to offices at Norwich Union House on nearby 
Iron Gate. 


Ram FM broadcast its very last local programme on Friday 31 December 2010 ahead of 
the station's merger with Trent FM and Leicester Sound to form Capital FM East 
Midlands as part of Global Radio's launch of The Capital FM Network. The new station 
officially began broadcasting at 10am on Monday 3 January 2011." Former Ram FM 
weekday breakfast presenters Dean 'Dino' Weatherbed & Pete Allen presented weekday 
drivetime shows for the regional station before becoming presenters of Capital 
Breakfast with Dino & Pete in April 2012.) 
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Capital North East 


105-106 


CAPITAL 
FM 


City Newcastle upon Tyne 


Broadcast North East England 


area 
Branding 105-106 Capital 
Slogan The North East's No.1 Hit Music Station 


Frequency FM: 
105.3 MHz (Newcastle upon Tyne) 
105.6 MHz (Fenham) 
105.8 MHz (Hexham) 
106.4 MHz (Teesside) 
DAB: 
11B (Teesside) 
11C (Tyne and Wear)" 


RDS: Capital 


First air date 1 June 1999 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Global 
Website Capital North East 


Capital North East is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Capital network. It broadcasts to North East England from studios in Newcastle. 


The station launched on 1 June 1999 as Galaxy 105-106, renamed in 2006 as Galaxy 
North East and rebranded on 3 January 2011 as Capital North East. 


History[edit] 
Galaxy North East[edit] 


Originally called Galaxy 105-106, presenter Steve Furnell launched the station on 
Tuesday 1 June 1999, with "What You Need" by Powerhouse feating Duane 
Harden being the first record played. 


The station was based in Wallsend, North Tyneside at the Silverlink Business Park, near 
the junction of the A1058 and the A19, 6 miles east of Newcastle City Centre.2 


The name was changed to Galaxy North East in 2006, in line with other Galaxy stations. 
This year also saw a change in demographic from 15-29 to 15-34 and a new strapline of 
"passion for music, passion for life". In 2008, their strapline was changed from "passion 
for music, passion for life" to "Love Music". In 2008, they also changed their output 
format to include a more mainstream playlist. It broadcasts on 105.3 at a power of 
10KW from the Burnhope Transmitter, on 105.6 at a power of 0.5 kW from the Fenham 
Transmitter for West Newcastle, 105.8 at 0.1 kW from the Newton Transmitter for the 
Hexham area and on 106.4 at 8.9 kW from the Bilsdale Transmitter for Teesside 
although coverage unintentionally extends much further. During late 2010, the strapline 
changed to The North East's No.1 Hit Music Station. 


Networked programming was broadcast from Galaxy Yorkshire in Leeds. 
Capital North East[edit] 


The station was rebranded as 105-106 Capital on 3 January 2011 as part of a merger of 
Global's Galaxy and Hit Music networks to form the nine-stations of Capital. Steve 
Furnell and Karen Wight remained on breakfast with”! Roger 'Bodg' Howard on drive 
time. 


Kim Miljus was appointed managing director of Capital North East, replacing Matt 
Bashford, she was the former station director of Metro Radio. Giles Eyre-Tanner 
became the station's programme controller on 5 October 2011, replacing Stuart Barrie. 


Long-serving Capital Breakfast presenters Steve Furnell and Karen Wight left Capital 
North East to join rival station Metro Radio. Capital Drivetime presenter Roger "Bodg" 
Howard, producer Matt Bailey and Take Me Out contestant Jojo Hatfield took over from 
the duo on 3 January 2012.81 2010 Student Radio Awards winner22 Rob Howard joined 
the station and presented Capital Drivetime for three years.24 From 30 November 

2015 Gogglebox star Scarlett Moffatt replaced Hatfield for a year.“2431 On 19 June 2017 
former Miss Newcastle winner Hannah Gray took over from Moffatt.24 


In May 2015, Capital North East moved to new studios at new studios at Wellbar Central 
in Newcastle city centre,“ shared with sister station Heart North East and 
Communicorp-owned Smooth North East. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station's local Capital Breakfast and 
weekend shows would be replaced with networked programming from 8 April 2019. The 
weekday local Capital Drivetime show is retained alongside news bulletins, traffic 
updates and advertising.2= "Bodg", Matt Bailey and Hannah Gray left the station whilst 
Martin Lowes remains. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Newcastle studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays,“4 presented by Martin Lowes. 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news updates from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. The Newcastle newsroom also produces regional news bulletins 
for Heart North East and Smooth North East.” 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e james Barr e Dave Kelly 

e Sacha Brooks e Scarlett Moffatt 

e Rich Clarke e Adele Roberts 

e Charlotte Crosby e Steve Sutherland 

e David Dunne e Margherita Taylor 
e Andi Durrant e Tiësto 

e Stephanie Hirst e Neil 'Roberto' Willic 


e Greg James 
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Capital North West and North Wales 


96.3 
CAPITAL 
FM 


THE UK’S NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


City Wrexham 


Broadca_ Cheshire, Wirral, Wrexham County 
starea Borough, Flintshire, Denbighshire, Conwy 


County Borough 
Slogan The UK's No.1 Hit Music Station 


Frequen FM: 

cy 103.4 MHz (Wrexham and Chester) 
97.1 MHz (Wirral) 
96.3 MHz (North Wales Coast) 
DAB: 
North-east Wales & West Cheshire 
North-West Wales 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Global 


Sister Capital Cymru 
stations Capital Liverpool 


Capital Manchester and Lancashire 


Website Capital North West and Wales | 


Capital North West and North Wales is a regional radio station owned and operated 
by Global as part of the Capital network. It broadcasts to Cheshire, the Wirral 

Peninsula and North Wales. The station broadcasts from its studios 

in Gwersyllt, Wrexham, the former headquarters of Marcher Radio Group. 


The station was previously part of the Heart radio network, which began broadcasting 
on 2 July 2010 as a result of a merger between Heart Cheshire and North East 

Wales (formerly Marcher Sound), Heart Wirral (formerly Wirral's Buzz) and Heart North 
Wales Coast (formerly Coast 96.3). It switched to Capital on 6 May 2014. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Heart Cheshire and North East Wales, Heart Wirral, and Heart North 
Wales Coast 


The regional station originally broadcast as three separate stations - Marcher Sound 
began broadcasting to North East Wales and Cheshire in January 1983, MFM 97.1 (later 
Wirral's Buzz) served the Wirral and parts of east Flintshire since March 1989 and 
Marcher Coast (later Coast 96.3) broadcast to the North Wales Coast from August 1993 
onwards. 


These stations were owned and operated by the Marcher Radio Group until the GWR 
Group's purchase in 2000. Five years later, the owners merged with Capital Radio to 
form GCap Media (later Global Radio). 


By 2008, locally produced programming had been cut back to daily four-hour breakfast 
shows and a regional weekday drivetime show from Wrexham for the Marcher, Coast 
and Wirral areas, although Coast retained an opt-out for Welsh language programming. 
The stations were rebranded as Heart a year later. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the stations as part of plans 
to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.“ The new station began 
broadcasting from Wrexham on Friday 2 July 2010, leading to the closure of studios in 
Bangor. 


The former North Wales Coast station retains an opt-out for an hour-long Welsh 
language music programme six days a week and early morning news bulletins in the 
Welsh language. 


On 6 February 2014, Global announced that Heart North West & Wales would be 
rebranded as Capital FM, with the Northern licence of Real Radio Wales being sold 
to Communicorp and relaunched as a new separate Heart station for North and Mid 
Wales.“ The rebranding to Capital took place on Tuesday 6 May 2014. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station's local breakfast and weekend shows 
would be replaced with networked programming from April 2019. The weekday 
Drivetime show was retained alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 
is} Sister station Capital Cymru, serving Anglesey and Gwynedd, retains its full schedule 
of local programming due to separate Welsh-language requirements. 


On digital radio[edit] 


Following the relaunch of Heart NW&W as Capital in 2014, the 97.1 Wirral version of the 
service replaced Capital Manchester on Bauer's central Liverpool DAB multiplex, the 
Manc service having broadcast there following the closure of MXR North West. Following 
the relaunch of Juice FM as Capital Liverpool at the start of 2016, that service replaced 
Capital Wirral on Liverpool DAB; the Wirral service is now no longer transmitted on 
digital radio. 


Since August 2016, MuxCo's 'North East Wales and West Cheshire’ multiplex - which 
covers a similar footprint to the Capital FM frequencies for Wrexham/Chester and Wirral 
combined - has carried the Wrexham/Chester 103.4 FM version of Capital; this took over 
the slot here from Capital Liverpool, which had inherited the space on this multiplex 
formerly occupied by Juice FM. 


The 96.3 FM North Wales Coast service is transmitted on MuxCo's North West Wales 
DAB multiplex, which went on air at the end of 2014. 
Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Wrexham studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays, presented by Ben Sheppard. An additional Welsh-language music 
programme airs from 5-6am on Sunday - Friday mornings on 96.3 FM on the North 
Wales Coast, presented by Alastair James.“ 


NewsS[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly localised news updates from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. 


Local bulletins on 96.3 and 103.4 FM are produced and broadcast from Global's 
Wrexham and Cardiff Bay studios. Separate bulletins for the Wirral air on 97.1 FM, 
produced from Global's Merseyside newsroom in Liverpool. 
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Capital Scotland 


105-106 
CAPITAL 
FM 


City Glasgow 


Broadcast area Central Scotland 


Branding 105-106 Capital 
Slogan Scotland's No.1 Hit Music Station 
Frequency FM: 105.7, 106.1 MHz 

DAB: 


11C (Glasgow) 
12D (Edinburgh) 
RDS: Capital 


First air date Beat 106 (19 Nov 1999), 
XFM Scotland (4 Jan 2006), 
Galaxy (7 Nov 2008), 
Capital (3 Jan 2011) 


Format Contemporary hit radio 


Owner Big Beat Group (1999-2000), 
Capital Radio (2000-05), 
GCap Media (2005-08), 
Global (2008-2014), 


Communicorp (2014-) 


Website Capital Scotland 


Capital Scotland (formerly known as Beat 106, XFM Scotland, and later Galaxy 
Scotland) is a regional radio station owned by Communicorp and operated by Global. It 
broadcasts to Scotland's Central Belt, an area surrounding the two cities 

of Glasgow and Edinburgh, and the kingdom of Fife. 


History[edit] 


<-> It has been suggested that this article be split into a new 
article titled Beat 106. (Discuss) (November 2019) 


Beat 106[edit] 


The station originally began on 19 November 1999 as Beat 106, a new rock and dance 
station. The first presenter on-air, at 1:06 pm on launch day, was Matt Finlay, who 
continued at the station until late 2005. His first words spoken were /s this thing on?. 
The first song on the station was ‘Revolution No.9' by The Beatles followed by Fatboy 
Slim's 'Right Here, Right Now'. Other presenters at launch included George Bowie, Gina 
McKie, Graham Stewart and Jim Gellatly. Beat 106 closed on 1 January 2006, playing a 
countdown of the top 1000 tracks voted for by visitors to its website, entitled "The X- 
List". 

Beat 106 was originally established by the Big Beat Group, headed up by a group 

of nightclub promoters from Glasgow. However, after being sold to Capital Radio 
Group in July 2000, the station switch towards playing more dance music (later 
changing it back to more of a rock/dance format). In 2005, Capital Radio merged with 
the GWR Group to form GCap Media, creating the UK's largest commercial radio group. 


XFM Scotland[edit] 
Main article: XFM Scotland (2006) 


The rebranding of Beat 106 to XFM was one of a number of measures announced by 
GCap to improve their corporate performance following the merger. The original XFM 
station was XFM London and the rebranding in Scotland occurred four months before 
the expected launch of XFM Manchester. 


XFM Scotland programmes were launched by breakfast presenter Dominik Diamond on 
4 January 2006 with Loaded by Primal Scream as the first song played on the 
relaunched station. A major marketing campaign was launched a year later in a bid to 
try to regain lost listeners since the rebrand. By September 2007, the station was only 
reaching audience shares of 2.6% in the West and 4.1% in the East. 


On 11 February 2008 GCap Media announced that they would be selling the analogue 
licence for the station.” GCap later became part of Global Radio and it was decided to 
keep the licence. 


On 28 August 2008, Jim Gellatly announced that his last show would be broadcast that 
day and he would be leaving the station together with a number of colleagues. By the 


time of XFM's rebrand as Galaxy, station audience shares had fallen further to 2.4% in 
the West and 2.6% in the East.“ 


Galaxy Scotland[edit] 


On 27 August 2008 new owners Global announced they would re-brand XFM Scotland as 
Galaxy Scotland. The rebrand was part of Global Radio’s major strategy to expand the 
brand across outside Scotland and into parts of England. Local programming on the 
station consisted of daily breakfast, weekday drivetime and specialist shows with 
networked programming broadcast from Leeds. 


Galaxy Scotland joined the Galaxy network on 7 November 2008. XFM closed at 
approximately 3.30pm that day, followed immediately by a 15-minute launch sequence 
for Galaxy. Galaxy programming started by 4pm the same afternoon, with Gary Spence 
as the first voice on the air, followed by a special evening show with networked 
presenter Dave Kelly. 


From its launch, Galaxy Scotland gained 429,000 listeners providing almost 3.2 million 
listening hours per week. In the 12 months up to May 2010, the station doubled its 
number of listeners. As of Monday 12 July 2010, Galaxy Scotland changed their tagline 
from "Love Music" to "Scotland's No 1 Hit Music Station" in line with the other Galaxy 
stations across the UK. 


Capital Scotland[edit] 


The station was re-branded as Capital Scotland on 3 January 2011 as part of a merger of 
Global's Galaxy and Hit Music networks to form the nine-station Capital network. Local 
breakfast and drivetime output was retained with most networked programming now 
broadcast from the network's London studios. The station also produced a networked 
dance music show on Saturday overnights, which was networked across the Capital 
network until July 2012.4 


On 1 July 2011, Global requested to change the formats of Capital Birmingham and 
Capital Scotland which have obligations from previous owners, enabling all nine Capital 
stations to fall inline. The two format change requests were approved in November. 


On 6 February 2014, Global announced it would be selling Capital Scotland 
to Communicorp. Capital's network programming and brand name remain in use under 
contract with Global. 2% 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station's local breakfast and weekend shows 
would be replaced with networked programming from April 2019. The weekday 
Drivetime show was retained alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 
411 Four of Capital Scotland's five local presenters left the station with only Drivetime 
presenter Garry Spence retained. 


Programming[edit] 
All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Glasgow studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays,2 presented by Katy Johnson. 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news updates from 5am-7pm on 
weekdays and 8am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. 


The bulletins are produced for Communicorp by Global's Glasgow newsroom, which also 
produces bulletins for Heart Scotland and Smooth Glasgow.) 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e James Barr (Hits Radio) e John Kennedy 
e Sacha Brooks e Adele Roberts (BBC Radio 1) 
e Des Clarke (Heart Scotland) e Julyan Sinclair 
e Dominik Diamond e Steve Sutherland 
e David Dunne e Fraser Thomson (Bauer City 2 Scotland) 
e Andi Durrant (KissFresh) e Margherita Taylor (Classic FM & Smooth 
e jim Gellatly (BFBS Radio) London) 
e Jo Good e Tiësto 
e Stephanie Hirst (BBC Radio Leeds) e Matt Wilkinson (Heart) 
e Dave Kelly (Hits Radio) e Tom Wilson 
e Garry Spence 
References[edit] 
1. ^ "New PR push for Xfm Scotland". 
2. ^ Plunkett, John (11 February 2008). "DAB 'not economically viable". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 11 February 2008. 
3. ^ "My last show for Xfm Scotland". Retrieved 28 August 2008. 
4. ^ "RAJAR". 
5. ^ "XFM Scotland to become Galaxy". Archived from the original on 28 October 2008. 
Retrieved 27 August 2008. 
6. ^ Global Radio takes Capital national, Brand Republic, 13 September 2010 
7. ^ July 2012 blog Mash 
8. ^ Global requests Capital FM format change Radio Today, 1 July 2011 
9. ^ Ofcom approves Capital format change Radio Today, 17 November 2011 
10. ^ Martin, Roy (6 February 2014). "Communicorp buys 8 Global stations". RadioToday. 
Retrieved 6 February 2014. 
11. ^ Roman Kemp, Vick Hope and Sonny Jay to go national on Capital, RadioToday, 11 
March 2019 
12. ^ Capital FM - Scotland public file 
13. ^ Capital FM - Scotland public file 


External links[edit] 


Capital Scotland 


Capital South 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Capital South 


Broadcast Brighton and 
area Hove, Hampshire and Sussex 
Slogan Brighton's No. 1 Hit Music Station 


The South Coast's No.1 Hit Music Station 


Frequency FM: 
103.2 MHz (Hampshire) 
107.2 MHz (Brighton) 
DAB:9A(Brighton) 
11C (Hampshire) 


First air date 6 April 2019 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Global 
Website Capital Brighton 


Capital South Coast 


Capital South is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Capital network. It broadcasts to Brighton and Hove, Hampshire and Sussex from 
studios in Segensworth, Fareham. 


The station launched in April 2019 as a result of a merger between Capital 
Brighton and Capital South Coast. 


Overview([edit] 
Further information: Capital Brighton and Capital South Coast 


The regional station originally broadcast as two separate stations. 


e Ocean Sound began broadcasting to Hampshire in October 1986, after taking over 
the licence previously held by Radio Victory. The FM service for the West of the 
region was subsequently split off and relaunched as Power FM in December 1988, 
before becoming part of the Galaxy network in November 2008 and latterly, 
the Capital network in January 2011. 


e Surf 107 began broadcasting to Brighton and Hove in March 1998, subsequently 
relaunching as ‘Juice 107.2' in 2001. The station was sold to Global from UKRD on 17 
January 2018 for an undisclosed amount.“ The station closed down at midnight on 
14 August 2018 and relaunched part of the Capital network in September 2018. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the two Capital stations would be merged, 
following Ofcom's decision to relax local content obligations from commercial radio. 


As of April 2019, regional output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show from Fareham 
on weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising for the 
two areas." 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Fareham studios from 
4-7pm on weekdays, presented by Miranda Burns and Dave Goodings. 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly localised news updates from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. Separate bulletins are produced for Hampshire and Sussex. 


The Fareham newsroom also produces bulletins for Heart Solent.“ 
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City 


Broadcast 


area 
Branding 
| Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Last air date 
Format 


Transmitter 


coordinates 


Owner 


Sister stations 


Brighton" - news = newspapers « books = scholar » JSTOR (July 2012) 


Capital Brighton 


BRIGHTON'S NEW HIT MUSIC STATION 


Brighton 


Brighton and Hove, Sussex 


107.2 Capital 
Brighton's New Hit Music Station 


FM: 107.2 MHz 
DAB Digital Radio (mono) 


As Surf 107: 27 March 1998 at 
1:07pm 
As Capital: 3 September 2018 at 6am 


5 April 2019 


Contemporary hit radio 


w50.8333°N 
0.2083°WCoordinates: ““#50.8333°N 
0.2083°W 


Global 


Heart Sussex 


Website Capital Brighton 


Capital Brighton was a local radio station station owned and operated by Global 
Radio as part of the Capital radio network. It served the Brighton and Hove area 
broadcasting on 107.2 FM and across Sussex on DAB. 


In April 2019, the station was merged with a sister Capital station in Hampshire to 
form Capital South. 


History[edit] 
Surf 107[edit] 


The station was first lanched as Surf 107 in June 1997, when the Radio 
Authority licensed Brighton and Hove Radio Ltd to broadcast on a commercial basis to 
the Brighton and Hove area. 


Co-founders Daniel Nathan and Eugene Perera had previously run a series of trial 
broadcasts in the city beginning with Festival Radio 97.7 operating under a Home 
Office special events radio licence in May 1990 during the Brighton Festival and in 
subsequent years using a Radio Authority restricted service licence from 1991 to 1993. 
@1 Writer and broadcaster Simon Fanshawe was the first chairman of the company with 
Eugene Perera as managing director. Various local companies held shares. Surf 107 
began broadcasting on Friday 27 March 1998 © and went on to win its first Sony 


pe 


Juice 107.2[edit] 

In December 2000, the radio station was sold to Forever Broadcasting plc ™ which 
rebranded the station as Juice 107.2. In August 2003, Daniel Nathan led a group of local 
investors with the aim of returning the station to local ownership. 


Logo used by Juice 107.2 


In 2011, Juice 107.2 managing director Ryan Heal was recognised as an Outstanding 
Brightonian for his stewardship at the radio station and leadership within the 
community. 


By this point, Juice 107.2 was required to pay for simulcast on the emerging DAB digital 
radio platform. The company's directors did not consider the format suitable or 
financially sustainable and began lobbying parliament.“ In September 2012, in order to 
demonstrate an alternative approach to DAB, senior Ofcom engineer Rashid Mustapha 
together with Daniel Nathan initiated an experimental low cost DAB transmission that 
ran from the Juice 107.2 rack room and transmission site from September 2012 to 
January 2013 using open-source software. This work was commended in parliament by 
the Minister of State Ed Vaizey in November 2013." 


An official trial was set in motion and on 31 July 2015, the Juice DIY DAB multiplex went 
live.22 In the same month, radio group UKRD acquired a 51% majority holding in the 


broadcaster, with Daniel Nathan remaining as chairman and local shareholders retaining 
the minority stake.24 


In August 2016, UKRD returned its holding in Juice to local investors.22! As part of the 
sale, Laurence Elphick, who had departed as Juice managing director in 2014, 
431 returned to the post. 


In late October 2016, Ofcom's report “4 concluded that the small scale trials had been a 
success.” In March 2017, the Brighton multiplex became UK's first to only broadcast 
DAB+. A month later, the work that began as an experiment in Brighton was officially 
recognised when the Private Members’ Small-Scale DAB Bill 24 received Royal Assent to 
pass into law as an Act of Parliament.22 paving the way for a new generation of low cost 
DAB transmission around the UK. 


Capital Brighton[edit] 


In January 2018, Global Radio announced it had brought Juice 107.2 for an undisclosed 
sum.22 The sale was expected to be finalised the following month.22 The original owners 
continue to operate the trial DAB+ multiplex, carrying 15 radio stations in the city.24 


On 2 August 2018, Global announced it would rebrand and relaunch Juice 107.2 as part 
of the Capital FM Network of contemporary hit radio stations.22 


Juice 107.2 officially ceased broadcasting from its studios at 170 North Street at 
midnight on Tuesday 14 August 2018. The station relaunched as Capital Brighton at 
6am on Monday 3 September 2018.22 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station would be merged with Capital South 
Coast. From Monday 8 April 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.” Local 
breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network programming from London 
while Capital's Brighton studio - shared with Heart Sussex - will close. 


The last local programming from Capital Brighton aired on Friday 5 April 2019. Local 
news, traffic and advertising for the Brighton area continues to air as opt-outs on Capital 
South. 
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Capital South Coast 


103.2 


CAPITAL 
FM 


THE SOUTH COAST'S NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


City Fareham 


Broadcast Hampshire 


area 
Branding 103.2 Capital 
Slogan The South Coast's No.1 Hit Music 


Station 


Frequency FM: 103.2 MHz 
DAB: 11C 


RDS: Capital 


First air date 4 December 1988 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Power 1kW HP 1kW VP 
Owner Global 

Sister Classic FM 

stations Heart Solent 

Website Capital South Coast 


Capital South Coast was a regional radio station owned by operated by Global 
Radio as part of the Capital radio network. It broadcasts to Hampshire from studios 
in Segensworth, Fareham. 


In April 2019, the station was merged with a sister Capital station in Brighton to 
form Capital South. 


History[edit] 
Radio Victory[edit] 


Radio Victory launched as the first local commercial radio service in the South of 
England in 1975, transmitting to a small area around Portsmouth. The licence was re- 
advertised by the Independent Broadcasting Authority The extended licence, now to 
include Southampton and Winchester, was won by Ocean Sound Ltd. Radio Victory 


ceased operations in June 1986, a couple of weeks earlier than the expiry date of its 
franchise, with a test transmission informing listeners of the closure. 


Ocean Sound[edit] 


Ocean Sound launched on 12 October 1986 from a new purpose-built broadcast unit, 
built in just a year, in a business park in Segensworth West, outside Fareham, 
Hampshire and near the M27 motorway, a strategic location to prevent bias towards the 
two major cities of Southampton and Portsmouth, as well as removing association 

with Radio Victory, who were Portsmouth biased, however, some staff were hired 

from Radio Victory, such as sales managers and a Head of News. 


Two services were launched, Ocean Sound (West), using 103.2 MHz FM and 1557 kHz 
AM covering Southampton and Winchester, and Ocean Sound (East) using 97.5 MHz FM, 
moving from Radio Victory's 95.0 MHz FM, and 1170 kHz AM serving Portsmouth and 
the surrounding area. Two stations launched, rather than one station, as then Managing 
Director David Lucas identified two potential audiences, the East area familiar with 
commercial radio (in the East area) and the West area familiar with BBC, specifically the 
popular BBC station, BBC Radio Solent. The East area sounded livelier and there was a 
more softer sound for the West. The two stations were later joined by a separate service 
provided for Winchester and the surrounding areas on 96.7 MHz FM, entitled Ocean 
Sound (North) - The Light FM, launched on 6 December 1987, 


The two original stations shared daytime output with specialist programmes for each 
station, such as a Saturday evening Isle of Wight programme with Jean-Paul Hansford on 
the West station on 103.2, while Guy Hornsby's Saturday Soul Club on East, with the 
North service having its own programmes initially between 6 am to 2 pm and then 5 pm 
to 9 pm also, but relayed West at other times. The new station's slogan was "We're on 
your wavelength." 


In 1987, as part of IBA's demand to end simulcasting on FM and AM, the services were 
reorganised. The FM West service became The Power FM and East service became 
Ocean Sound, with the respective AM services becoming The Gold AM. The North 
service became The Light FM. 


Power FM[edit] 


Power FM launched on Sunday 4 December 1988 at 10 am. Power FM was designed as a 
direct competitor to BBC Radio 1 in the area, with a heavy rotation of chart and Top 

40 pop and mainstream dance, with quick hourly news and information. The station was 
a music-intensive approach designed to get at the emerging demand for chart music 
which wasn't available locally, whereas sister station Ocean Sound now provided 
significantly more speech, coupled with slightly older adult contemporary music. The 
opening presenter line-up included Pete Wardman, Bernie Simmons, Chris Kelly, Adrian 
Lovett, Chris Pearson and Judy James. The launch of Power FM was one hour after that 
of Ocean Sound and The Gold AM so that the presenters on Power could say that they 
were Britain's newest radio station. 


Power FM went on to become a very popular radio station, hosting many events 
including Power in the Park on Southampton Common. Ten in all were held between 
1995 and 2004. The station has had many notable presenters including Scott Mills and 
Rick Jackson. Other presenters included Nik Goodman, Darren Parks, Mike'n'Rich, Des 
Paul, Rik Scott and Rachel Brookes. 


Mergers and Acquisitions[edit] 


In 1992, the station and its sister stations were subsequently merged with Sussex radio 
station Southern Sound to form Southern Radio plc, which was due to its location in a 
prosperous and commercially attractive area of England. The merger saw Ocean Sound 
and The Light FM merging to create Ocean Sound - Classic Hits, later Ocean FM, and 
The Gold AM and Southern Sound's AM frequencies merging to create South Coast 
Radio. 


powerfm®" 


GCap Era Logo 


In 1994, Capital Radio Group, looking for expansion possibilities, purchased Southern 
Radio plc, which led to on-air sound changes. Whilst sister-station Ocean FM would take 
on a softer sound, Power FM took on Capital FM's long-established, successful and 
highly polished sound, with news bulletins at the top of the hour finishing with the 
sentence "And that's the way it is at (time)". In 2005, GWR and Capital Radio 

Group merged to form GCap Media. In 2008, GCap Media was bought by Global Radio. 


Galaxy South Coast[edit] 


As part of the purchase of the station by Global Radio, Ashley Tabor announced on 16 
September 2008 that Power would be rebranded and become part of Global's Galaxy 
Radio network on 22 November 2008. The station was rebranded one day early, 21 
November at 3:45 pm, becoming Galaxy South Coast, despite listener concerns about 
the station networking from other areas of the UK and the reduced localness of its 
predecessor.#! 


The station's share of audience dropped from 6% before the rebrand to 3.9% by May 
2009.21 


Galaxy South Coast, as Power FM, went digital in 2003, airing on DAB digital radio in 
Southern Hampshire, along with sister stations Ocean 

FM, XFM and Gold (formerly Capital Gold), as well as Wave 105, Radio 

Hampshire (formerly The Saint), Traffic Radio (formerly broadcasting as Channel 9, 
which included Capital Disney, Southampton Hospital Radio and South City FM) and BBC 
Radio Solent. 


In addition to airing on the former Power FM slot on the South Hampshire DAB multiplex, 
2009 saw Galaxy South Coast added to DAB in Bournemouth, Cornwall, Kent, 
Exeter/Torbay, Plymouth and Sussex Coast, replacing chillout station Chill in these 
areas; at the same time, a number of other DAB areas switched away from Chill to carry 
Galaxy stations (generally Galaxy Digital). 


Capital South Coast[edit] 


The station was rebranded as 103.2 Capital FM on 3 January 2011 as part of a merger of 
Global Radio's Galaxy and Hit Music networks to form the nine-station Capital radio 
network.“ Breakfast presenters Zoe Hanson and Paul Gillies retained their jobs with the 
relaunched station while Adam Inker moved from his weekday afternoon timeslot to 
host drivetime. The new station also saw the introduction of a new presenter of 
weekend mornings, Christian Williams, the former weekend overnight Hit Music network 


presenter based at Trent FM in Nottingham. The "FM" has since been dropped on air 
and is simply known as 103.2 Capital. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station would be merged with Capital 
Brighton. From Monday 8 April 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


The station's local breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network 
programming from London. All of Capital South Coast's local presenters left the station. 
7] 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e Dave Berry e Scott Mills 

e James Barr e Mark Ovenden 

e Sacha Brooks e Chris Pearson 

e Rich Clarke e Adele Roberts 

e Will Cozens e Ryan Seacrest 

e jason Donovan e Lisa Snowdon 

e David Dunne e Steve Sutherland 

e Andi Durrant e Margherita Taylor ™ 
e Marvin Humes e Tiësto 

e Dave Kelly "3 e Graham Torrington 
e Myleene Klass 

e Mike'n'Rich 

e Jeremy Kyle 

e Andy Collins 

e Toni Phillips 


Capital Breakfastledit] 


Power FM Flying Eye (Piper Cherokee) 


Until April 2019, the flagship programme aired on weekdays from 6 am until 10 am on 
Capital South Coast, titled Capital Breakfast. It was last presented by Jono Holmes 
(replacing Tom Deacon) and Emma Jo Real-Davis. Tom Deacon left in December 2016 
after 18 months to go back to comedy. Paul Gillies and Emily Segal previously were the 
presenters until June 2015.4 Gillies joined the station, as Power FM, in September 2007, 
having previously worked at Capital London. Segal replaced Zoe Hanson in January 
2013, who moved to present on South Coast sister station Heart. 


Until November 2010, They were joined by Mark 'Sparky' Colerangle a second co- 
presenter and travel reader. Traffic reports are broadcast every fifteen minutes from the 
Travel Centre between 6.30 am until 9 am, with drivers calling in to alert listeners of 
any problems, as well as Roadcrew reports from the Thunders. Travel previously took 
place from the Flying Eye, sponsored by O2, which flew at 2500 feet above the South of 
England in a light aircraft based at Southampton Airport. For many years in the mid 
1990s, the Flying Eye reporter was Spencer Kelly (real name Spencer Bignell), Known as 
Commander Kelly, who went on to present Ocean FM breakfast and now 

presents Click on the BBC News Channel. 


The show was previously presented by Rick Jackson, the longest-serving member of the 
show, joining in 1996, Ana Schofield. Rachel Brookes later replaced by Donna Alos, and 
Bob Diggles, known on air as Maximum Bob, until July 2007. Another regular member of 
the team was Handy Andy the Producer, an "expert" guitar player, who organised an 
unofficial song for England during Euro 2004, sold in shops across Hampshire. 


Live Events[edit] 


Travis performing at Power Amped 3. 


Power Amped was a Series of three rock-style concerts held by the radio station at 
Southampton Guildhall as a successor to Power in the Park. 


e Power Amped 1 = El Presidente, Kubb, The Delays, Embrace 

e Power Amped 2 = GunAngel (a school band that won a competition to open the 
concert), Captain, Vega4, The Zutons 

e Power Amped 3 = The Hoosiers, The Twang, Travis 

e Power in the Park ran for 10 years and was held at southampton common 


In 2008, Power FM had another live event, Power Jam. 
As Galaxy South Coast: 


e Love Music: Live! = Alesha Dixon, Tinchy Stryder, JLS, Booty Luv and Taio Cruz (who 
pulled out due to voice issues) 


As Galaxy South Coast & 103.2 Capital: 


e Other events the station have promoted and run competitions for tickets included 
the Capital London's Summertime Ball and Jingle Bell Ball in 2009, 2010 (as Galaxy 
FM) and from 2011 as part of the Capital network held at The O2 Arena (London) in 
early June and December, respectively. 


More recently they have had a presence at, and had ticket giveaways for local festivals 
Bestival, Isle of Wight Festival and Common People Festival. And new for 2016, a 


Halloween themed night "Capital's Monster Mash Up" and "Capital Up-Close" featuring 
Justin Timberlake. 


Slogans[edit] 


e 1986 - Ocean Sound - We're on your Wavelength! 

e 1989 - The Gold AM - Go for Gold; The Light FM - Turn on the Light 

e 1992 - Power FM - More Music; South Coast Radio - Light and Easy 

e 1996 - Power FM - The South's Number One Hit Music Station 

e 2003 - Power FM - Today's Best Music 

e 2008 - Power FM - Fresh Music First 

e 2008 - Galaxy South Coast - Love Music 

e 2010 - Galaxy South Coast - The South Coast's No.1 Hit Music Station 

e 2011 to 2019 - 103.2 Capital - The South Coast's No.1 Hit Music Station 


Transmitters[edit] 
Analogue (FM){edit] 


Transmitter | Frequen | Powe RDS PI Ares 
Site cy r Name Code 
Chillerton 103.2 MH | 2000 Southern 
Down Z W Capa. Cen Hampshire 


Digital (DAB) [edit] 


: zi Short Long 
Multiplex Name | Bitrate Label Label Sid 
NOW Bournemouth a Capital Capital aed 
NOW South 112kbit Capital Canitsl C87. 
Hampshire /s p P 0 
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Capital South Wales 


97.4/103.2 


CAPITAL 
FM 


SOUTH WALES’ NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


| City Cardiff 


|Broadcast area South East Wales 


Branding 97.4 & 103.2 Capital 


Slogan South Wales' No.1 Hit Music Station 
Frequency FM: 97.4, 103.2 MHz 

DAB: 12C 

RDS: Capital 


First air date 11 April 1980 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Communicorp 
Website Capital South Wales 


Capital South Wales is a regional radio station owned by Communicorp and operated 
by Global as part of the Capital network. It broadcasts to Cardiff, Newport and the 
surrounding areas - from studios in Cardiff Bay.” 


History[edit] 


The station originally took to the air in Cardiff only. Known as CBC (Cardiff Broadcasting 
Company), the station launched on 11 April 1980 on 221 metres medium wave 

(1359 kHz AM) and 96.0 VHF. Following the closure of neighbouring Gwent 

Broadcasting (GB Radio) in April 1985 CBC began relaying its service as a temporary 
measure to southern Gwent on 104 VHF and 230 metres medium wave (1305 kHz). This 
became permanent when CBC re-launched as Red Dragon Radio on 14 October 1985. 
Initially, there were separate drivetime shows for Glamorgan and Gwent, but these were 
dropped for a single service by the early 1990s. 


@> RDS EON 


Red Dragon displayed on a RDS car radio 


On 3 January 2011 the station was rebranded from Red Dragon to 97.4 & 103.2 Capital 
as part of a merger of owners Global's Hit Music and Galaxy networks to form Capital. 
On 6 February 2014, Global Radio announced it would be selling Capital South Wales 
to Communicorp. Capital's network programming and brand name are retained under a 


contract. Global's Heart Wales station shares facilities at the Capital studios in Cardiff 
Bay.” 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station's local breakfast and weekend shows 
would be replaced with networked programming from April 2019. The weekday 
Drivetime show was retained alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ 


Coverage area[edit] 


Initially, CBC broadcast to Cardiff on 96.0 MHz and Newport on 104.0 MHz FM. These 
frequencies were switched to 103.2 MHz and 97.4 MHz respectively in 1987 following a 
national reorganisation of UK FM frequencies. 


The 103.2 MHz signal, which is the stronger of the two, comes from the transmitter 

at Wenallt near Cardiff, with the 97.4 MHz signal being transmitted from Christchurch in 
Newport. The signals reach as far out as the South Wales Valleys to the north and part 
of Bridgend to the west.“ 


Simulcasting on 1305 & 1359 kHz AM ended in 1990 with the launch of Touch AM. 
Those frequencies are now used by the Smooth Radio network. 


Capital South Wales also broadcasts on the NOW Cardiff & Newport DAB multiplex. The 
station can also be heard live via its website or on its iPhone/Android application. Other 
stations owned by Global Radio can also be streamed. Both require a WiFi, 4G or 3G 
connection. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 

including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 

Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Cardiff Bay studios from 4- 
7pm, presented by Josh Andrews and Kally Davies. 

News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news updates from 5am-7pm on 
weekdays and 8am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital 
Breakfast on weekdays. 


The bulletins are produced for Communicorp by Global's Cardiff Bay newsroom, which 
also produces bulletins for Heart South Wales, Heart North Wales and Smooth Wales.™ 


Former presenters[edit] 


e James Barr e Andi Durrant 

e Sacha Brooks e Dave Kelly” 

e Rich Clarke e Margherita Taylor® 
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Capital Yorkshire 


105 
CAPITAL 
FM 


YORKSHIRE'S NO.1 HIT MUSIC STATION 


City Leeds 


Broadcast South & West Yorkshire, East Riding of 


[area Yorkshire and North Yorkshire 
[Branding 105 Capital 
Slogan Yorkshire's No.1 Hit Music Station 
| Frequency FM: 

105.1 MHz (South West Yorkshire) 


105.6 MHz (Bradford and Sheffield) 
105.8 MHz (East Riding of Yorkshire and 


Northern Lincolnshire)"! 


DAB: 10C, 11B, 11C & 12D 


RDS: Capital 


First air 14 February 1997 


date 
Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Global 


Website Capital Yorkshire 


Capital Yorkshire is a regional radio station owned by Global as part of 
the Capital network. It broadcasts to South & West Yorkshire, East Riding of 
Yorkshire and North Yorkshire from studios in Leeds, West Yorkshire, England. 


The licence held makes Capital Yorkshire the largest regional British radio 
station”! outside London. 


Technical[edit] 


Capital Yorkshire broadcasts on 105.8 MHz FM at a power of 9.6 kW from High Hunsley, 
which covers the East Riding of Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire and on 105.1 MHz 
FM at a power of 2.4 kW from Emley Moor, which covers West Yorkshire. It also has two 
filler transmitters, both on 105.6 MHz FM, one from Idle at 0.5 kW which 

covers Bradford and the other from Tapton Hill at 0.24 kW covering Sheffield. 


DAB broadcasts were formerly provided on the MXR 12A Yorkshire region multiplex from 
nine transmitters, with the strongest signal from Emley Moor, and other DAB signals 
from Belmont, Bilsdale, Acklam Wold (North Yorkshire), and Tapton Hill. With the closure 
of the MXR multiplex in 2015, Capital rolled down to being delivered over the five local 
area multiplexes around Yorkshire and the Humber, enabling continuation of essentially 
region-wide coverage. 


A version of Galaxy Yorkshire's output was also broadcast in various other areas on DAB 
as Galaxy Digital, with the UK's ID to replace the Yorkshire one and the regional 
Yorkshire adverts replaced by UK-wide adverts. (In some cases, a cut down song would 
be played to fill in for all or part of the commercial break.) This service was aired ina 
number of areas which did not have their own Galaxy service (including London and 

the East Midlands), and was also broadcast on Sky and Virgin Media until 15 November 
2010 when it was replaced with LBC News 1152.2! Galaxy was removed from the London 
DAB multiplex on 16 November 2010, replaced by The Arrow (the only Global station 
brand not transmitted in London at that time.) 


History[edit] 
Galaxy Yorkshire[edit] 


The station launched at 1.05pm on 14 February 1997 as Kiss 105, but became Galaxy 
105 later that year after a take over by the Chrysalis Group, then in 2006 it became 
simply Galaxy Yorkshire. Launched as a dance music station, later years saw the 
playlist expanded to incorporate urban music genres. 


The stations strapline was altered to "passion for music, passion for life" to reflect its 
new target demographic which had been changed from 15-29 to 15-34 ltationneeden, This 
was reinforced by the playing of more old school "Galaxy Anthems" - similar 

to Bauer rival Kiss's "Kisstory". In 2008 it was rebranded as a mainstream station along 
with all the other Galaxy Stations with a new ‘Love Music’ strapline before becoming 
"Yorkshire's No. 1 Hit Music Station" in July 2010. 


Capital Yorkshire[edit] 


The station was rebranded as Capital Yorkshire on 3 January 2011 as part of a merger of 
Global Radio's Galaxy and Hit Music networks to form the nine-station Capital network. 
{1 On 20 June 2014, long serving Capital Breakfast presenter Simon Hirst (now Stephanie 
Hirst) left Global Radio after 14 years. 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed the station's local breakfast and weekend shows 
would be replaced with networked programming from April 2019. The weekday 
Drivetime show was retained alongside news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Programming[edit] 

All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 

including Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp. 

Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Leeds studios from 4-7pm 
on weekdays,” presented by Adam O'Neill and Joanne ‘Jojo’ Kelly. 

NewsS[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly local news updates from 5am-7pm on weekdays 
and 8am-12pm at weekends with headlines on the half-hour during Capital Breakfast on 
weekdays. The Leeds newsroom also produces bulletins for Communicorp-owned Heart 
Yorkshire. 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e Bam Bam e Dave Kelly 

e james Barr e Nemone 

e Sacha Brooks e Adil Ray 

e Rich Clarke e Adele Roberts 

e David Dunne (Hed Kandi & Nu Cool) e Graeme Smith 

e Andi Durrant e Steve Sutherland 
e Riley & Durrant e Margherita Taylor 
e Boy George e Tiësto 


e Stephanie Hirst e Jez Willis 
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Capital TV 
| Launched 11 October 2012; 7 years ago 
| Closed 11 October 2018; 14 months ago 
Owned by Global 


|Picture format 16:9 576i (SDTV) 


Audience share 0.01% (June 2017, BARB) 


Slogan The UK's Hit Music Station!<en needed 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 
Sister Heart TV 
channel(s) 

Availability 
(at time of closure) 
Satellite 

Sky Channel 375 
Astra 2G 11553 H 22000 5/6 

Streaming media 
TvPlayer (UK only) 


Capital TV was a British rolling-music television channel owned by Global as a 
visual brand extension of radio's Capital FM. The channel played current chart hits. 


It reached 820,000 viewers on average every month on Sky alone. !<#tior needed 


Capital TV was only allowed to play two or three commercial breaks each hour, 5 
minutes long each. This was also the format for Heart TV. 


History[edit] 


On 3 July 2012, Global announced it would launch a TV channel of the same name, 
Capital."! The station launched on Sky and Freesat platforms on 11 October 2012 

at 11:00 p.m., along with a TV channel of the same name for sister radio station Heart. 
2 The channels could also be watched via dedicated iOS apps, as well as online. On 17 
October 2012, Capital TV also launched on Freeview in Manchester. Both channels 
played non-stop music videos 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and also featured some 
exclusive content, such as the Jingle Bell Ball.™ On 24 July 2012 it was 

confirmed BSkyB would be responsible for ad sales on both channels, likewise with the 
radio station, Capital TV was aimed at a younger target audience." 


The channel was not related to the former Restricted Service Licence television channel 
of the same name, which ran in Cardiff between 2002 and 2009. 


It was removed from Freesat on 10 October 2018, and on Sky the next day, along 
with Heart TV, and all mentions of it have disappeared from the Capital FM website. The 
first music video aired on the channel was “Let Me Love You” by Ne-Yo and the last 


music video was "Thunderclouds" by Labrinth, Sia and Diplo before the channel ceased 
transmission at 6am."*! 
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For the newspaper formerly known as Capital Xtra, see Xtra Ottawa. 


CAPITAL 


DANCE. URBAN. UK 


City London 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Slogan Dance. Urban. UK. 
Frequency FM: 96.9, 107.1 MHz (London) 
DAB: 


11D (England/Wales/N. Ireland) 
12A (Scotland) 

RDS: Cap_XTRA 

Sky: 0114 


Freesat: 720 
Virgin Media: 959 


First air date 31 March 1990 
Format Urban contemporary 
Owner Global 


Sister stations Capital FM 
Classic FM 
Gold 
Heart 
Heart Dance 
Heart 80s 
Heart Extra 
LBC 
Smooth Radio 
Radio X 


Website www.capitalxtra.com 


Capital XTRA (originally Choice FM) is a Global-owned radio station that began 
broadcasting from London on 96.9 and 107.1 MHz in the FM band in 1990; 

alongside DAB Digital Radio, Freesat, Sky, Virgin Media and online nowadays. It is a 
radio station that exclusively broadcasts contemporary grime, hip hop and R&B music. 


History[edit] 


071 


bs 
No1 for Hip Hop & RnB 


Choice FM logo until 2013. 


Choice 96.9 began as an independent company in March 1990, broadcasting from 
studios in Trinity Gardens, Brixton. It was Britain’s first 24-hour black music radio station 
with a licence, covering South London. The group won a second licence (see Buzz FM) in 
1995, bringing a local version of their London offering to Birmingham, on 102.2 FM - in 
place of Buzz FM. 


The advent of digital radio in the UK saw Choice, which already had an active 
webstream, joining the new MXR consortium and launching a DAB service which 
anchored London output with news inserts produced by the consortium's news service 
DNN. 


The Birmingham licence was sold to Chrysalis Radio in 1999 and became Galaxy 
Birmingham, but Choice expanded within the capital in May 2000 when a largely 
independent North London licence was awarded for Choice 107.1, with the intention of 
reaching a larger Afro-Caribbean audience outside the limited range of the coverage 
from Brixton. The station was now broadcasting from Borough High Street, Borough, 
London. 


Having previously been a minority shareholder, Capital Radio Group took full control of 
the station in February 2004 and moved the station's base from the target service area 
to the group's central studios in London's Leicester Square. The move resulted in a 
community march from the coverage area and their studios. It was accused of selling 
out as some of their DJs were removed and replaced by their Kiss counterparts who play 
some electronic music.” 


By 12 October 2004, Capital had received and implemented a merger of their FM 
licences, operating a service across the capital on the two frequencies and cutting back 
on the North London-specific music requirements. 


The DAB service also became a simulcast of the London station, with the demise of local 
drop-ins. 


Following their takeover of Choice, Capital Radio Group merged with GWR to form GCap 
Media in 2005. Choice was flagged up as one of the key brands of the new larger 
network, and the station was made available to digital TV viewers via its addition 

to Sky (and later to Virgin Media). 


GCap were subsequently taken over by Global Radio, who already owned the Galaxy 
Network of dance/urban music stations. Despite the separate music format and 
branding, Choice was marketed to advertisers as part of the Galaxy network for 
package advertising deals. In 2010 Global Radio announced that the Galaxy network 
stations would be networked with 95.8 Capital FM, leaving Choice as a standalone brand 
again. 


Capital XTRA[edit] 


On 3 October 2013, Global announced that Choice would be rebranded as Capital XTRA 
on 7 October.“ A number of high-profile signings were made, at launch including 
former BBC Radio 1 and 1Xtra DJ Tim Westwood, and subsequently Kiss FM DJ Jez 
Welham for the station's flagship show, Capital XTRA In The Morning. 


The station initially introduced dance music alongside the urban offering provided by 
Choice FM. However, ratings, particularly in London, suffered, leading to a move back 
towards the mixture of primarily black music genres that is now heard on the station, 
which has since proved a success in the UK radio listening measurement system, RAJAR. 
Despite this, the Dance. Urban. UK strap-line slogan continued to be used for a time, 
though it has now changed to The UK's Biggest Hip-Hop Station. 


Capital XTRA refreshed its weekend schedule at the start of 2017, hiring Afrobeats artist 
and DJ Afro B to host the Afrobeats show, DJ TiiNY, Stormzy's official DJ, for a new Friday 
night programme, and student radio winner Robert Bruce for a new UK-music led 
programme, 'Homegrown'. In a coup for the station, legendary hip-hop presenter DJ 
Semtex moved from 1Xtra to host the same slot on Capital XTRA in October 2018. 


Listening figures[edit] 


Having launched with 850k listeners, Capital XTRA now reaches 1.9 million people 
across the UK.24 


Current presenters[edit] 


e Yinka Bokinni & Shayna-Marie (Monday - Friday 0630 - 1000) 
e Manny Norte (Weekdays 1000 - 1300, Sunday 1900 - 2200) 
e Toni Phillips (Sunday - Friday 1300 - 1600) 

Mike Panteli (Monday - Friday 1600 - 1900) 


e Robert Bruce (Monday - Thursday 1900 - 2200, Weekends 1600 - 1900) 
e Leah Davis (Monday - Thursday 2200 - 0100, Weekends 0600 - 0900) 
e Chris Ros (Monday - Friday 0100 - 0400) 

e Jay London (Monday - Friday 0400 - 0630, Sunday 0900 - 1300) 

e DJ TiiNY (Friday 1900 - 2100) 

e DJ Semtex (Friday 2100 - 2300) 

e Remel (Saturday 1300 - 1600) 

e Tim Westwood (Saturday 1900 - 2300) 

e Afro B (Saturday 2300 - 0100) 

e Ras Kwame (Sunday 2200 - 0100) 

Programming[edit] 


Capital XTRA plays a mixture of black music genres, including Hip-Hop, R&B, Afrobeats, 
Grime and Afro-Bashment. Programmes include a mixture of playlisted shows and 
specialist strands, hosted by a number of respected, well known DJs and experts in their 
field. 


e Reloaded (Daily 1100 - 1200); an hour of uninterrupted old-school urban anthems. 
There are also 30 minute 'Reloaded' blocks at 0900 and 1800 every weekday (in the 
latter case, except Friday). ‘Reloaded’ songs are also played irregularly between 
songs during other playlisted shows. 

e Homegrown (Saturday 1600 - 1900); fresh and emerging UK music, including 
interviews and guest mixes. Hosted by Robert Bruce. 'Homegrown' also exists as a 
feature each weeknight. 

e Afrobeats (Saturday 2300 - 0100); hosted by Afro B, 2 hours of British and African- 
American music. 

e The Reggae Recipe (Sunday 2200 - 0000); reggae and dancehall music hosted by 
former Radio 1 DJ Ras Kwame. 


Events[edit] 


Capital XTRA hosts a number of events to complement its radio output, including: 


e Reloaded Live; a club night which takes place at Electric Brixton, featuring old 
skool Reloaded anthems played by Capital XTRA DJs including Manny Norte, Yinka 
and Mike Panteli. 

e Brunch 'N' Beats; an all day brunch party featuring sets from Capital XTRA Djs at 
Box Park, Croydon 


e Homegrown Live; an artist-led event featuring performances from UK talent at 
Koko, Camden. Previous performers include Yungen, Yxng Bane, Dappy, Hardy 
Caprio, Chip and WSTRN. 


See also[edit] 


e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
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For other uses, see Classic FM (disambiguation). 


|Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Classic FM 


CLASSIC fM 


Slogan The World's Greatest Music 


Frequency FM: 99.9-101.9 MHz 
DAB: 
11D (England/Wales/N. Ireland) 
12A (Scotland) Geary's Island 
Freeview: 731 
Freesat: 721 
Sky: 0106 
Virgin Media: 922 


First air date 7 September 1992 
Format Classical music 
Language(s) English 

Owner Global 


Sister stations Capital FM 
Capital XTRA 
Gold 
Heart 
Heart Dance 
Heart 80s 
Heart Extra 
LBC 
Smooth Radio 
Radio X 


Website classicfm.com 


Classic FM (stylised as Classic fM) is one of the United Kingdom's three Independent 
National Radio stations. The station broadcasts classical music. 


Overview([edit] 


Classic FM broadcasts nationally on FM, DAB digital radio, Freeview, satellite and cable 
television and is available internationally by streaming audio over the internet. In 
addition to playing older music, the station plays several modern film scores and video 
game music. However, Classic FM still claims to be "UK's only 100 percent classical 
music station". 


Notable current presenters([edit] 


e Alexander Armstrong 
e Catherine Bott 

e Katie Breathwick 

e John Brunning 

e Andrew Collins 

e Rob Cowan 

e Karthi Gnanasegaram 
e Charlotte Hawkins 


e Alex James 
e Katherine Jenkins 
e Aled Jones 


e Jane Jones 

e Myleene Klass 

e David Mellor 

e Anne-Marie Minhall 
e Nicholas Owen 

e Moira Stuart 

e John Suchet 

e Margherita Taylor 
e Alan Titchmarsh 

e Bill Turnbull 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Classic FM 


The idea for a national, commercial FM network devoted to classical music originated 
with the management at GWR group, an entrepreneurial group of UK commercial radio 
stations. It had been operating a trial programme on its AM frequencies 

in Wiltshire and Bristol, testing audience reaction to a regular drive-time programme of 
popular classical music. It proved successful and the company's CEO, Ralph Bernard, 
and programme director, Michael Bukht, drew up the plans for a national station. 


Meanwhile, Brian Brolly, formerly the CEO of Andrew Lloyd Webber's Really Useful 
Group, had a similar idea in 1990. After failing to raise sufficient funds for the project 
Brolly's consortium was approached by GWR Group and the two merged. The UK 
Government had decided to award several new national radio licences and invited 
tenders. Brolly had brought the idea to Rick Senat, the long-serving head of business 
affairs in London for Warner Bros. and current owner of Hammer Films. Initially rejected 
by Warner Bros., Senat showed the project to the President of Time 

Warner International Broadcasting, Tom McGrath, a former classical musician and 


conductor. Time Warner agreed to back the project but was prohibited under then 
current UK law from owning more than a 25% interest. 


GWR created a business plan which was supported by its major shareholder, DMGT 
publishers of the Daily Mail. An internal dispute over ownership of the licence was 
resolved and the consortium was completed after Time Warner agreed to back GWR's 
plans for the station. As time was running out to raise the £6m needed to launch the 
station, the GWR investment team spent two days presenting to and finally persuading 
private investor Sir Peter Michael to back the plan with a 30% investment. The founding 
shareholder group that launched Classic FM was Sir Peter Michael and Time Warner 
(each with over 30%), GWR (17%), DMGT (5%) and several other smaller shareholders. 


[citation needed) 


The Radio Authority had granted an exemption so that Time Warner could hold more 
than 25% provided a UK citizen/corporation was larger in the shareholding group. The 
station rejected the "BBC Radio 3" style of presentation and took as its model New York 
City's WNYC and now-defunct WGMS in Washington, D.C., with their more populist mix 
of talk, light classical music, new artists and crossover classical records, !eatenneeded 


Global, the UK's largest radio station ownership group, now owns the station.” Classic 
FM has broadcast from its current studios on the second floor of 30 Leicester Square, 
central London, since March 2006. The first programme to be broadcast live from there 
was Mark Griffiths' programme on Sunday, 26 March 2006. 


Hall of Fame[edit] 
Main article: Classic FM Hall of Fame 


Classic FM's "Hall of Fame" is broadcast annually over the four days of 

the Easter weekend. First broadcast in 1996 the show counts down the 300 most- 
popular pieces as voted for by listeners, culminating in the number one on the evening 
of Easter Monday. 


The number one spot was occupied until 2001 by Max Bruch's Violin Concerto No. 1," 
“u and then by Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 2." |n 2006 the top spot was taken 
by Mozart's Clarinet Concerto. From 2007 to 2010, the top place on the Hall of Fame 
was taken by Ralph Vaughan Williams's The Lark Ascending.2“2 The 2011 "Hall of 
Fame" saw Rachmaninov's Piano Concerto No. 2 return to the top spot, ending Vaughan 
Williams’ four-year run, and held the position again in 2012 and 2013. In 2014 The Lark 
Ascending replaced Rachmaninov which slipped back to number 2 and has remained 
number 1 through 2017.44 


In 2018, the top spot was taken by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture, 
Rachmaninov's Piano Concerto No. 2 was a non-mover in 2nd place and Vaughan 
Williams' The Lark Ascending descended to 3rd place after a four-year run at no. 1.22 


In the 2019 Hall of Fame, Vaughan Williams's The Lark Ascending reclaimed the top 
spot, followed by Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 2 and Edward Elgar's Enigma 
Variations at 2nd and 3rd respectively. 


Nation's Favourite Christmas Carol[edit] 


Classic FM broadcasts the "Nation's Favourite Christmas Carol" in a similar format to the 
"Hall of Fame". The show counts down the 30 most popular Christmas carols every 
Christmas Day, as voted for by listeners. It began in 2001, with In the Bleak 


Midwinter winning the first vote.” The following year, Silent Night was voted the 
nation's favourite.“ Every year since then the vote has been won by O Holy Night. “sissu221 


Playlist[edit] 


At the heart of Classic FM's identity from the start was its playlist of popular classics. At 
launch it was compiled over the first few years by Robin Ray who over a period of time 
brought 50,000 items of music into the playlist, and personally awarded each a star 
rating assessing its popular appeal. These ratings proved accurate when subsequently 
tested by audience research. 


Classic FM accepted an idea by Quentin Howard (who, at the time, was Programme 
Director of GWR and acting Chief Engineer of Classic FM) to use a computerised playlist 
system rather than producer-selected music for each show. Selector software developed 
by RCS Inc in the United States, which had previously been used only for pop music, 
was adapted for Classical music by Howard, Robin Ray and others to include many more 
fields and categories and deal with many more rotation rules to create a playlist from 
the 50,000 listed tracks; the first "officially broadcast" track was "Zadok the Priest" .!etatien 


needed] 


Composer in residence[edit] 


Classic FM named a composer in residence in 2004, Joby Talbot. Talbot composed a 
piece, scored for up to five instruments, each month for the year of his residence. The 
compositions were also premiered on Classic FM. The twelve compositions form part of 
a larger piece, released on a CD entitled Once Around the Sun on 23 May 2005. 


Talbot was succeeded by Patrick Hawes as the new composer in residence in 2006.22 In 
May 2008 Howard Goodall, the composer and television presenter, joined Classic FM as 
the station's latest composer in residence. Goodall also presented a new programme on 
the station, Howard Goodall on..., beginning on 7 June 2008.24 


Debbie Wiseman was named composer in residence in 2015. Her first album 


commissioned for Classic FM was The Musical Zodiac, which was released the following 
year. 18][20 


Sponsorship[edit] 


Classic FM were sponsors of Queens Park Rangers Football Club between 1992 and 
1994.24 


Charity: The Classic FM Foundation[edit] 


The Classic FM Foundation is a grant giving charity which raises money to fund music 
education and music therapy projects working with children and adults throughout the 
UK. It was founded in 2006 as Classic FM Music Makers, and was renamed in 2010. 


Hayley Westenra is an ambassador of the charity, which also receives support from 
many famous faces from the world of classical music and entertainment. 


Throughout the year The Classic FM Foundation holds fundraising events including 
concerts, sponsored treks and an annual appeal. 


Other media[edit] _ 


e Classic FM ran an Internet Television (and formerly digital TV) channel playing 
classical music videos, Classic FM TV. 

e Classic FM published a monthly magazine, Classic FM Magazine, which presented 
news and reviews. 

e Classic FM has also issued a series of CDs with selected classical pieces, notably two 
CDs of Classic FM Music for Babies (playtime and bedtime) and Classic FM Music for 
Bathtime. 

e Classic FM produces a podcast called Case Notes (winner of the British Podcast 
Awards Best True Crime Podcast 2019), presenting stories from the history of 
classical music.22 


Jazz on Classic FM[edit] 


On 25 December 2006, Classic FM opened a sister station, 'theJazz', devoted 

to jazz music. The station closed in March 2008, and Classic FM itself then took on the 
broadcasting of a jazz programme every night, between midnight and 2am, until 
September 2008. 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Classic FM, a British national radio station which 
began broadcasting in September 1992. 


1990s/[edit] 


e 1990 

o The 1990 Broadcasting Act paves the way for the launch of Independent National 
Radio (INR) stations in the United Kingdom. The Radio Authority was mandated 
to award three INR licences, awarding each licence to the highest cash bidder, 
providing that the applicant met criteria set down in the Broadcasting Act.2 

e 1991 

o January - The first of the three INR licences is advertised. It will be the only FM 
licence, and will be a "non-pop music service." 

o July - The Radio Authority awards the first Independent National Radio licence to 
the highest cash bidder of the three applicants, Showtime Radio, which proposes 
a 'songs from the shows' format. 

o August - Showtime Radio is not able to secure the required funding within the 
required time as stipulated by the Radio Authority. and the offer of the licence to 
Showtime is withdrawn. 

o 30 September - The Radio Authority re-awards the first Independent National 
Radio licence to the second highest bidder, Classic FM. 

e 1992 

o July - Ahead of the station's launch, test transmissions are carried out using a 
recording of birdsong originally made for a Raymond Briggs play about nuclear 
war in 1991. The recording proves popular with listeners and is later launched 
as Birdsong Radio."! 

o 7 September - Classic FM launches at 6am. Nick Bailey presents the first 
programme. Zadok the Priest by George Frideric Handel is the first piece to be 


played,“ 
e 1993 
o No events. 
e 1994 
o Petroc Trelawny leaves and Jamie Crick joins. 
e 1995 


o Paul Gambaccini leaves for a while to join BBC Radio 3, having presented the 
station's weekly chart show since its launch. 
e 1996 


o 18 March - Mike Read joins, and replaces Nick Bailey as host of Classic FM’s 
breakfast show. 

o 5-8 April - Classic FM broadcasts its first Hall of Fame over the Easter weekend. 

o GWR takes full control of Classic FM. 

o Anne-Marie Minhall joins, and initially as a newsreader before becoming a 
presenter. 

o Anumber of new transmitters are switched on in the second half of the year and 
the start of 1997 to extend Classic FM's reach by 2.2 million listeners. 

1997 

o Paul Gambaccini rejoins, and Simon Bates joins. 

1998 

o No events. 

1999 

o 1 May - Mike Read leaves, and Natalie Wheen joins the station to replace 
Margaret Howard. 

o 15 November - Classic FM starts broadcasting on DAB digital radio following the 
launch of the UK's first national commercial multiplex Digital One. 


2000s[edit] 


2000 

o Rob Cowan leaves the station for a while to join BBC Radio 3. 

2001 

o 25 December - The Nation's Favourite Christmas Carol is revealed for the first 
time. 

2002 

o Simon Bates becomes the drive time show presenter. 

o Paul Gambaccini leaves. 

o 26 November - Classic FM TV launches.” 

2003 

o 5 January - Mark Goodier joins the station to present Classic FM's chart show. 

o 9 June - Simon Bates replaces Henry Kelly as the station's weekday breakfast 
show presenter. 

2004 

o Joby Talbot becomes Classic FM's first composer in residence. 

2005 

o No events. 

2006 

o February - Myleene Klass joins.2% 

o 26 March - Classic FM begins broadcasting from new studios on the second floor 
of 30 Leicester Square, central London. 

o The Classic FM Foundation charity is formed. 

o Patrick Hawes replaces Joby Talbot as Classic FM's composer in residence. 

o Henry Kelly rejoins the station to host the Sunday mid-morning show.24 

2007 

o 4 August - Former Blur singer Alex James joins the station to present a three-part 
series“2] and the following year he starts to present a 100-part series called The 
A to Z of Classical Music. 

o 14 December - Classic FM TV closes on TV and becomes on-line only. 


2008 

o February - Classic FM announces a major shake-up of the schedule, which will be 
rolled out in two parts - weekdays in late February and weekends a month 
later. Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen and Margherita Taylor join as part of the 
revamp.) 

o April to September - Following the closure of sister station theJazz, Classic FM 
broadcasts a nightly two-hour late night jazz programme. 

o May - Howard Goodall becomes Classic FM's third composer in residence.™! 

o 31 October - Global becomes the owner of Classic FM following its purchase of 
previous owners GCap Media. 

2009 

o Henry Kelly leaves the station for the second time. 


2010s[edit] 


2010 

o July - John Suchet joins the station to host the Sunday lunchtime show.22! 

o Simon Bates moves from breakfast to mid-mornings. 

2011 

o January - John Suchet replaces Simon Bates as host of the station's weekday 
mid-morning show.£2 as Simon himself leaves the station to join Smooth Radio.“4 

o 8 January - Nicholas Owen joins the station to host the Saturday lunchtime show. 


2012 

o 7 January - Alan Titchmarsh joins the station to present a new Saturday morning 
programme.22 

o 29 June - Tim Lihoreau replaces Mark Forrest as host of the weekday breakfast 
show with Jane Jones taking over the weekend breakfast show and John 
Brunning replaces Mark as presenter of the weekly chart show.2% 

o Natalie Wheen leaves. 

2013 

o 4 February - Aled Jones joins the station present a Sunday morning programme 
from March.24 

o 31 March - The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby presents a two-hour 
special Easter Sunday breakfast programme on Classic FM. 

o 7 April - Former BBC Radio 4 newsreader Charlotte Green joins the station to 
host a weekly Sunday afternoon programme, Charlotte Green's Great 
Composers.23| and on 22 September Charlotte hosts the first edition of a new 
magazine-style arts series called ‘Charlotte Green’s Culture Club” .24 

o June - Katherine Jenkins joins.22 

o October - Catherine Bott joins the station to present a three-year project 
covering the entire history of classical music.2@ 

2014 

o 29 January - John Suchet opens The Classic FM Foundation Lecture Room at the 
headquarters of London-based music therapy charity Nordoff Robbins.24 

o 5 February - Classic FM begins broadcasting on digital terrestrial television.2! 

o 15 April - Classic FM dedicates an entire 24 hours of its music to the recordings 
of Sir Neville Marriner to celebrate his 90th birthday.2% 


o September - Jamie Crick leaves the station after 20 years of broadcasting. Anne- 
Marie Minhall replaces Jamie as host of the station's weekday afternoon 
programme. 

o December - Howard Goodall leaves after six years of broadcasting.&4 

e 2015 

o 7 March - Andrew Collins joins, and replaces Howard Goodall as permanent 
presenter of Saturday Night at the Movies. Howard had left the show at the end 
of last year and Tommy Pearson had presented the show on an interim basis.2) 

o 8 July - Debbie Wiseman is appointed as Classic FM's latest composer in 
residence. She replaces Howard Goodall who had held the role until the end of 
2014.82 

e 2016 

o 9 April - Shortly after leaving BBC Breakfast, Bill Turnbull joins the station to 

present the station's weekend morning shows. 
e 2017 

o September - Nick Bailey, who launched Classic FM 25 years earlier, leaves. His 
most recent presenting slot had been the weeknight overnight show. 

o September - As part of a week of programmes marking the station's 25 
birthday, Classic FM broadcasts a play detailing the creation of the station called 
“The Pazza Factor: the story of the birth of Classic FM.24 

o December - Alex James and Charlotte Green leave.22 

e 2018 

o 6 January - Rob Cowan rejoins the station to present a Saturday evening 
programme.&2 

o 7 January - Charlotte Hawkins replaces Charlotte Green as host of the Sunday 
afternoon programme.24 

e 2019 

o February - Moira Stuart joins, and becomes the station's weekday morning 
newsreader and in July she begins presenting the Saturday afternoon 
programme for the station. 
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35. ^ "Alex James and Charlotte Green to leave Classic FM". radiotoday.co.uk/. 

36. ^ "Rob Cowan swaps Radio 3 for Classic FM","Radio Today (website), 8 December 2017 

37. ^ "Classic FM launches new weekend line-up for 2018". Archived from the original on 6 
December 2017. Retrieved 6 December 2017. 

38. * Moira Stuart to join Classic FM 
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The Classic FM Hall of Fame is an annual compilation of the most popular 
300 classical works as polled by listeners of Classic FM through a public vote. With more 
than 150,000 voters, each choosing their three favourites in order of preference, Classic 


FM claim their Hall of Fame is the world's most comprehensive poll of classical music 
tastes." 


The chart countdown is traditionally broadcast over the Easter weekend, extended by 
public holidays in the UK, since the event began in 1996. 


The compilation is notable for featuring a wide variety of classical works. Pieces by 
composers such as Elgar and Beethoven feature alongside works by contemporary 
composers such as Karl Jenkins and Ludovico Einaudi. Movie soundtracks by John 
Williams, John Barry and Ennio Morricone are also regular features of the chart. And, for 
the first time in 2012, the chart featured two original works from video game 
soundtracks. 


Current top twenty[edit! 


The current top twenty was revealed on 22 April 2019.2 


. Ralph Vaughan Williams - The Lark Ascending 

. Sergei Rachmaninoff - Piano Concerto No. 2 

. Edward Elgar - Enigma Variations 

. Ralph Vaughan Williams - Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis 
. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky - 1812 Overture 

. Ludwig van Beethoven - Piano Concerto No. 5 (‘Emperor') 
. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky - Swan Lake 

. Ludwig van Beethoven - Symphony No. 9 (‘Choral’) 

. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky - The Nutcracker 

e 10. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - Clarinet Concerto 

e 11. Samuel Barber - Adagio for Strings 

e 12. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - Requiem 

e 13. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - The Magic Flute 

e 14. Jean Sibelius - Finlandia 

e 15. Gregorio Allegri - Miserere 

e 16. Ludwig van Beethoven - Symphony No. 7 

e 17. Ludwig van Beethoven - Moonlight Sonata 

e 18. Edward Elgar - Cello Concerto 

e 19. George Frideric Handel - Messiah 

e 20. Edvard Grieg - Peer Gynt 


° 
OANAUBWNE 


Previous top three[edit] 


pe First Second Third 
199 | Max Bruch - Violin Sergei | Ludwig van 


6 Concerto No. 1 Rachmaninoff - Piano Beethoven - Pastoral 


Sergei Rachmaninoff - 
Piano Concerto No. 2 


Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart - Clarinet 
Concerto 


Ralph Vaughan 
Williams - The Lark 


Concerto No. 2 


Max Bruch - Violin 
Concerto No. 1 


Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart - Clarinet 
Concerto 


Ralph Vaughan Williams 
- The Lark Ascending 


Sergei Rachmaninoff - 
Piano Concerto No. 2 


Edward Elgar - Cello 
Concerto 


Symphony 


Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart - Clarinet Concerto 


Ralph Vaughan 
Williams - The Lark 


Ascending 


Max Bruch - Violin Concerto 
No. 1 


Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - 
Clarinet Concerto 


Ralph Vaughan Williams 
- The Lark Ascending 


Sergei Rachmaninoff - Piano 
Concerto No. 2 


200 


200 


Ascending 


Sergei Rachmaninoff - 
Piano Concerto No. 2 


Ralph Vaughan 
Williams - The Lark 
Ascending 


Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky - 1812 
Overture 


Sergei Rachmaninoff - 
Piano Concerto No. 2 


Ralph Vaughan Williams 
- Fantasia on a Theme by 


Thomas Tallis 


Ralph Vaughan Williams 
- The Lark Ascending 


Nobuo Uematsu - Final 
Fantasy series 


Sergei Rachmaninoff - 
Piano Concerto No. 2 


Ralph Vaughan Williams 
- Fantasia on a Theme by 
Thomas Tallis 


Ralph Vaughan Williams 
- The Lark Ascending 


Ralph Vaughan 
Williams - The Lark 
Ascending 


201 Edward Elgar - Enigma 


Variations 


Source! 


Criticism and controversy[edit] 


The Hall of Fame has received some criticism due to the lack of variation at the top of 
the chart. The pieces that make up the top ten have changed very little since the chart 
began. Only five different pieces have ever held the number one position. Susie) 


2013 provided the most controversial Hall of Fame to date due to the prevalence of an 
organised voting campaign concerning video game soundtracks by UK based games 
promoter Mark Robins. Several video game soundtracks were voted into the 2013 Hall 
of Fame, with the highest being Nobuo Uematsu's music for Final Fantasy at number 
three 24 
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Heart 


heart 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 88MHz-108MHz 


RDS: Heart___ (Varies) 


First air 1994 (Heart West Midlands) 
date 


Format Rhythmic AC & Hot AC 


Language(_ English 


s) 

Power Digital/Analog 

Owner Global 

Sister Heart Dance * Heart Extra * Heart 


stations 70s ¢ Heart 80s * Heart 90s 


Website www.heart.co.uk 


Not to be confused with [Heart Radio. 


Heart is a radio network of 12 adult contemporary local stations operated by Global in 
the United Kingdom, broadcasting a mix of local and networked programming. Nine of 
the Heart stations are owned by Global, while the other three are operated 

under franchise agreements. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of the Heart Radio Network 


Launch[edit] 


Heart began broadcasting in the West Midlands on 6 September 1994 as 100.7 Heart 
EM, becoming the UK's third Independent Regional Radio station, five days 
after Century Radio in North East England, and Jazz FM North West. 


The first song to be played on 100.7 Heart FM was Something Got Me Started by Simply 
Red. Its original format of "soft adult contemporary" music included artists such 

as Lionel Richie and Tina Turner. Reflecting this, its early slogan was 100.7 degrees 
cooler! 


Heart 106.2 began test transmissions in London in August 1995, prior to the station 
launch on 5 September. This included live broadcasts of WPLJ from New York City. 


In 1996 the Heart programming format saw the "soft AC" music replaced with a 
generally more neutral rock "n" roll playlist. Century 106 in the East Midlands became 
the third station of the Heart network in 2005 after GCap Media sold Century. Chrysalis’ 
radio holdings were sold to Global Radio in 2007. 


When GCap Media was taken over by Global Radio in 2008, it announced plans to 
dissolve the 41-station One Network, with one station (Power FM) becoming part of 

the Galaxy network, four stations (BRMB, Beacon Radio, Mercia FM and Wyvern FM) 
forming a West Midlands regional network, seven stations joining Capital FM to form The 
Hit Music Network and the remaining 29 stations forming the Heart Network. 


Heart East Midlands was sold to Orion Media, along with the West Midlands network of 
local stations, due to the same competition concerns that had forced its earlier sale to 
Chrysalis. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


Between June and September 2010, Global Radio merged the majority of the 33 Heart 
stations to create a smaller network of 18 local and regional stations, in line with 

new OFCOM guidelines on local output requirements.2 Two Hit Music Network stations 
were also closed and merged with Heart stations. 


Merged station Closed stations City of licence 
Heart Peterborough Peterborough later 


Heart Cambridgeshire Heart Cambridge Cambridge 


Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay 
Heart Devon Heart Exeter and Heart Torba 
Heart Plymouth 
(later Heart South 
West) Heart South Devon 
Heart North Devon 


Exeter 


Heart East Anglia 


Heart Essex 


Heart Hertfordshire 


Heart Four Counties 


Heart North West and 


Wales 


Heart South Coast 


Heart Sussex and 
Surrey 


Heart Thames Valley 


Heart West Country 


Heart Norwich 
Heart Ipswich 


Heart Chelmsford & Southend 
Heart Colchester 
Ten 17 (rebranded) 


Rebranded from Hertfordshire's 
Mercury 96.6 


Heart Northants 
Heart Milton Keynes 
Heart Dunstable 
Heart Bedford 


Heart North Wales Coast 
Heart Cheshire and North East 
Wales 

Heart Wirral 


Heart Dorset & New Forest 
Heart Hampshire 


Heart Sussex 
Mercury FM (rebranded) 


Heart Berkshire 
Heart Oxfordshire 


Heart Bristol 
Heart Somerset 
Heart Bath 


Chelmsford 


Dunstable, later Milton 
Keynes 


Brighton 


Stations in Gloucestershire, Kent, London, the West Midlands, the East 


Midlands and Wiltshire were unaffected by the changes. Heart Cymru, serving Gwynedd 
and Anglesey, moved its studios from Bangor to Wrexham but retained its extended 
local output of 10 hours on weekdays and 8 hours on Saturdays and Sundays. Heart 


North West and Wales retained an opt-out on 96.3FM (the North Wales Coast) for Welsh 
language programming. 


On 1 January 2011, Orion Media, the owners of Heart East Midlands (one of the original 
three Heart stations) renamed and relaunched the station as 'Gem 106', ending a 
franchise agreement with Global Radio formed when Global purchased GCap - the 
agreement allowed Orion to use the Heart identity and carry networked programming 
from London.“ The move saw Heart's networked programming replaced by local output 
from Nottingham. 


Network expansion[edit] 


On 19 March 2012, Global Radio announced it had bought the Cornwall ILR 

station Atlantic FM from joint owners Tindle Radio and Camel Media. Atlantic FM 
became part of the Heart Network and merged with Heart Devon on Monday 7 May 
2012 to form Heart South West, which is based in Exeter. 


On 6 February 2014, Global Radio announced it would be rebranding all Real 

Radio stations as Heart and would be selling Real Radio Yorkshire and the Northern 
licence for Real Radio Wales to Communicorp. The Communicorp-owned stations use 
Heart's network programming and branding under a franchise agreement with Global. 


Global Radio extended the Heart network to the Real Radio network of regional stations 
from Tuesday 6 May 2014. The two stations based in Wrexham - Heart North West and 
Wales and Heart Cymru - became part of the Capital FM Network on the same date. 


On 20 November 2017, CN Group announced The Bay would be sold to Global along 
with sister station Lakeland Radio - the sale was finalised by 1 December 2017.“ The 
Bay was rebranded as Heart, with Lakeland Radio becoming Smooth on 4 March 2018.24 


Consolidation[edit] 


In February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, it was announced Heart would replace its local breakfast and 
weekend shows with additional networked programming from London by the end of the 
year. This reduces total weekly hours of local programming on each station from 43 to 
15.23 


Drivetime output were reduced from 23 localised shows to 10 programmes covering 
enlarged areas, formed from the merger of Heart stations. Ten studios producing local 
programming were closed.“2! Localised news, traffic updates and advertising were 
retained across all licence areas." 


In April 2019, it was reported the local Heart Breakfast shows would be replaced by a 
national Heart Breakast show from London on 3 June 2019, presented by Jamie 
Theakston and Amanda Holden.“ The merging stations ceased local output on 31 May 
2019. 


In Hertfordshire, a further change saw Heart Hertfordshire, based in Watford, merged 
with BOB fm - following its acquisition by Communicorp - to form a single countywide 
service. 


Stations in the North East of England, Wales, central and southern Scotland, the West 
Midlands and Yorkshire continue to serve their single licence areas as before. 


Merged Closed stations City of 


Heart Cambridgeshire 


Heart East Anglia 
Heart East Heart Essex 


Heart Four Counties (studios 
retained) 


Heart BOB fm 
Gaeerorachire Heart Hertfordshire (studios Watford 
ae retained) 
Heart North Lancashire & 
Heart North Cumbria 
ea T Pea eh Manchester 
West Heart North West (studios arama ae 
retained) 
Heart Kent 
Hear south Heart Solent (studios retained) Parcham 
e Heart Sussex and Surrey E 
Heart Thames Valley 
Heart Gloucestershire 
Heart South West 
Heart West Heart West Country (studios Bristol 
retained) 
Heart Wiltshire 


List of stations[edit] 


As of May 2019, Heart's regional network consists of twelve stations:22 


nia sm 


Milton 


Keynes 


2019 Milton 


Heart Hertfordshire (franchise, owned by Watford 
Communicorp) se 


Heart London London 


Heart North East 


Heart North Wales (franchise, owned by 
Communicorp) 


Heart North West apinningrel 


Heart Scotland 


Heart South 


Heart South Wales Cardiff Bay 


Heart West Bristol 


Heart West Midlands gham 


Heart Yorkshire (franchise, owned by 
Communicorp) 


Leeds 


As of 30 August 2019, Heart's national spin-offs consist of six stations: 


Year Heart Studio 


s station s 
2019 | Heart 
- Dance 
2016 


Heart Extra 


ER Heart 70s m 
D Heart 80s 
2019 Heart 90s 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


Heart's network programming is produced and broadcast from the headquarters 
of Global at Leicester Square in central London. Most of the network's output is 
broadcast live, although some weekend shows are voicetracked. = 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from the originating Heart station's 
studios from 4-7pm on weekdays. Some news content is produced from neighbouring 
stations. For example, most news bulletins for the network's North Wales station are 
produced from Cardiff Bay. !#2t22eedea! 


As of 21 June 2019, Heart's Club Classics is simulcast with sister station Heart Dance. 
un The Official Big Top 40 on Sunday afternoons is simulcast with Heart's sister 
network, Capital. 


Networked presenters[edit] 


e Toby Anstis (Heart’s Club Classics: Friday evenings) e Lilah Parsons (Fridi 
e Emma Bunton (Sunday evenings) e Ellie Taylor (Sunda 
e Jenni Falconer (Weekday early breakfast) e Jamie Theakston (+ 
e Zoe Hardman (Heart Breakfast: Sundays) e Sian Welby (Monde 
e Amanda Holden (Heart Breakfast: weekdays) e Mark Wright (Satur 
Local presenters[edit] 

e Kelly Brook (Heart Drivetime in London, Heart Breakfast: Saturdays) e Ed James (Heart DI 


e Des Clarke (Heart Drivetime in Central Scotland) e jason King (Heart L 


e Rich Clarke (Heart Drivetime in the South of England) e Emma Morton-Smit 


Former presenters[edit] 
e Jason Donovan e Margherita Taylor í 
e Harriet Scott (now at Magic) e Neil 'Roberto' Willie 
e Stephen Mulhern 
e Emma Willis 
e Rochelle Humes 


News[edit] 


All Heart stations broadcast local news bulletins each day - updates air hourly from 6am 
to 7pm on weekdays and from 6am to 12pm at weekends. 


In accordance with OFCOM speech requirements, some Heart stations produce separate 
localised bulletins. For example, Heart West produces bulletins for Bristol and Somerset, 
Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, Devon and Cornwall. 


Stations in the North East and North West of England, South and West Yorkshire, Central 
and Southern Scotland, North and Mid Wales, South and Mid Wales and Cornwall also 
produce an extended news programme featuring sports, showbiz and weather, Heart 
Nightly News, from 6:45pm to 6:57pm each weeknight.22 


On all Heart stations, short national news updates, read by LBC's duty newscaster, from 
Global's London headquarters air every hour at all other times, except during The Big 
Top 40. 


Network presentation[edit] 


As of 2014, the network uses jingles and themes produced by ReelWorld Europe, based 
in Salford.24 


Previously, Heart used a jingle package, composed by the Seattle-based music 
production company IQ Beats,22 
Criticisms[edit] 


In August 2010, listeners in Bedfordshire and Crawley, West Sussex complained about 
the merger of Heart stations and called for a boycott of the station.2 


There have been numerous criticisms made by listeners of the repetitive nature of Heart 
radio stations playlist in various outlets. A public complaint to the regulator Ofcom in 
2012 that the "More Music Variety" slogan was materially misleading was not pursued 
as Ofcom deemed that it did not warrant further investigation.22 Ofcom stated that "We 
did not consider listeners were materially misled by this slogan. "23 


Further complaints were made to the station in 2019, largely regarding the merger of 


some Heart stations and the reduction in local programming, following the relaxation of 
local content guidelines by OFCOM.1 


Networked slogans[edit] 


e 1995-1996: "106.2 degrees cooler" 

e 1996-2017: "More Music Variety" 

e 2017-present: "Turn Up the Feel Good" 

e 2017-2019 Heart Breakfast slogan: "[city/region]'s favourite Breakfast Show" 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Heart, a 22-strong network of adult 
contemporary commercial radio stations operated by Global. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1994 
o 6 September - 100.7 Heart FM begins broadcasting, providing a regional service 
of soft adult contemporary music to the West Midlands. 


rn - Heart 106.2 launches in London, carrying a 'Hot AC' music format. 
e 1996 
o 100.7 Heart FM’s music format is modified to Hot AC. 
2000s[edit] 
e 2005 


o 29 August - Heart 106 replaces Century 106 in the East Midlands. 


e 2006 
o Simon Beale starts presenting the weeknight late show. 


e 2007 
o 25 June - Chrysalis Radio announces the sale of the three Heart stations, along 
with its sister stations The Arrow, LBC and Galaxy, to Global Radio for £170 
million. 


e 2008 
o 28 April - The Heart stations begin networking off-peak programmes from Heart 
106.2 in London. There are now only ten hours of local programming during 
weekdays and four hours on Saturday and Sunday. 


e 2009 

o 5 January - Chiltern Radio, Hereward FM, Radio Broadland, Q103, Northants 
96, SGR Colchester, SGR Ipswich, and Horizon Radio are all rebranded 
as Heart after earlier being acquired by Global Radio. 

o 23 March - Fox FM, GWR FM Bath, GWR Bristol, GWR FM Wiltshire, Champion 
103, Essex FM, Gemini FM, Severn Sound, Lantern FM, Coast 96.3, Plymouth 
Sound, Orchard FM, South Hams Radio, Wirral's Buzz and 2-Ten FM are all 
rebranded as Heart. 

o May - Orion Media purchases, among other stations, Heart 106 in the East 
Midlands from Global Radio. A franchise agreement with Global allows Orion to 
continue to use the Heart identity and carry networked programming from 
London. 

o 13 June - Spice Girls singer Emma Bunton joins, and begins hosting a pre- 
recorded show on Heart in the Saturday afternoon slot 4pm - 7pm." 

o 22 June - Invicta FM, Southern FM, 2CR, Ocean FM and 103.4 Marcher Sound are 
rebranded as Heart. 


2010s[edit] 


e 2010 

o 21 June - Global Radio announces plans to reduce the number of its 
local Heart stations from 33 to 15 as part of a reorganisation. The stations will 
continue to broadcast their own breakfast and drivetime shows - alongside local 
news bulletins - but all other output will come from London. A further two 
stations owned by Global will also be subsumed into the Heart network. 

o 30 June - Heart Solent replaces Heart Hampshire and Heart Dorset & New Forest. 

o 2 july - 
= Heart Cambridgeshire replaces Heart Peterborough and Heart Cambridge. 
= Heart North Wales and West replaces Heart North Wales Coast, Heart 

Cheshire and North East Wales and Heart Wirral. 

o 9 July - Heart Thames Valley replaces Heart Oxfordshire and Heart Berkshire. 

o 16 july - 
= Heart Four Counties replaces Heart Northants, Heart Milton Keynes, Heart 

Dunstable and Heart Bedford and Dunstable, later Milton Keynes. 
= Heart West Country replaces Heart Bristol, Heart Bath and Heart Somerset. 

o 26 july - 

= Hertfordshire station Mercury 96.6 becomes part of the Heart network and is 
relaunched as Heart Hertfordshire. The station operates under a franchise 
agreement with Mercury's owner Adventure Radio. 

= Heart Essex replaces Heart Essex (Chelmsford & Southend) , Heart 
Colchester and Ten 17. 

= Heart Sussex and Surrey replaces Heart Sussex and Mercury FM. 

o 27 August - Heart Devon replaces Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay, Heart 
Plymouth, Heart North Devon and Heart South Devon. 

o 3 September - Heart East Anglia replaces Heart Norwich and Heart Ipswich. 

o 9 November - Orion Media announces that it will launch a brand new station for 
the East Midlands called Gem 106. Consequently, Heart 106 will end at the end 
of the year. 

e 2011 

o 1 January - Gem 106 replaces Heart East Midlands at midnight - the first Heart 
station to cease broadcasting. 

o jason Donovan joins to present the Sunday morning show. 

e 2012 

o 7 May - Heart South West replaces Atlantic FM.“ A separate Drivetime show for 
Cornwall continues to air as part of OFCOM speech content requirements. 

o 5 August - Emma Willis and Stephen Mulhern join to co-host the Sunday morning 
show. 

o 12 October - Heart launches a spin-off television channel called Heart TV on 
Freesat and Sky.“ 

o Roberto joins to present the weekday evening show. 


e 2013 


o 14 March - Jenni Falconer joins to present the Sunday early show. She 
replaces Jason Donovan who takes a break from the network to tour in the 
musical Priscilla: Queen of the Desert." 

o 23 June - Simon Beale presents the weeknight late show for the final time. He 
moves to the overnight show, which until May 2014, features an all-80s music 
playlist. 

o Following the closure of all-but one of the regional digital multiplexes, Heart 
Digital is wound down. 


2014 
o 20 January - Global Radio is found to be in breach of their license remit for Heart 
South West in Cornwall after a listener complained to OfCom that there was not 
enough local news and speech to make it a fully local station.“4 
o 6 May - 
= The Real Radio network is rebranded as Heart." 
= Heart North West and Wales and Heart Cymru relaunch as Capital North 
West and Wales and Capital Cymru following the relaunch of Real Radio 
North Wales as Heart North Wales.221 


2015 
o jason Donovan re-joins to present a Sunday evening 80s show. 


2016 
o 29 February - Heart Extra begins broadcasting. 


o 12 November-27 December - Heart Extra is rebranded as “Heart Extra Xmas”. 
This is repeated in 2017 and 2018. 


2017 

o Heart replaces its "more music variety" slogan, which it had used since 1996, 
with "turn up the feel good". 

o 16 January - Sian Welby replaces Roberto as host of the weekday evening show. 
(14) 


o 14 March - Heart 80s begins broadcasting and replaces Heart Extra on free-to-air 
satellite. 


2018 

o 13-14 January - Heart makes changes to its weekend schedule. Lilah 
Parsons takes over the weekend late show, Rochelle Humes joins to present the 
Saturday afternoon programme and Emma Bunton takes over the Sunday 
evening show from Jason Donovan.!5! 

o 5 March - Cumbrian station The Bay is relaunched as Heart North Lancashire & 
Cumbria®® following Global's purchase of the station from CN Group.24 

o 5 July - It is announced that Ellie Taylor and Anna Whitehouse will present a new 
talk show on Heart on Sunday nights from 10pm-1lam."%! 

o 11 October - After six years on air, Heart TV ceased broadcasting.™™. 


2019 
o 26 February - Global announces plans to replace the regional breakfast shows 
on Capital, Heart and Smooth with a single national breakfast show for each 


network. Heart's new breakfast show will launch later in the year. The number of 
regional drivetime shows will also be reduced.2" 


o 22 March - Annaliese Dayes leaves 
o 8 April - Pandora Christie joins to replace Toby Anstis as presenter of the mid- 
morning show and host Saturday Club Classics. Anstis moves to C/ub Classics on 
Friday evenings.21221 
o 20 May - Global confirms around 70 local presenters, mostly freelance, will leave 
the Heart network with the end of local breakfast and weekend output. 
Seventeen presenters will host the regional Drivetime shows from June. 22 
o 31 May - 
= Ten Heart stations cease local broadcasting and merge into four stations in 
the east, south, west and north west of England. Across the network, all 
local Heart Breakfast shows aired their final programmes. 

= BOB fm ceases broadcasting, after it was sold to Communicorp, and merges 
with Heart Hertfordshire to form a single countywide station. 

o 3 June - Heart Breakfast with Jamie Theakston and Amanda Holden launches, 
replacing the local Heart Breakfast shows. The number of local and regional 
Drivetime shows is cut from 23 to ten.24 

o 21 June - Another Heart spin-off station, Heart Dance, launches. 2 

o 28 August - Global launches Heart 90s. 

o 30 August - Global launches Heart 70s.24 
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Heart East 


|City Milton Keynes 


Broadcast East of England 


area 
Branding This is Heart 


egan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 96.1, 96.3, 96.4, 96.6, 96.9, 97.1, 97.4, 
97.5, 97.6, 101.7, 102.4, 102.6, 102.7, 103, 


103.3 RDS: Heart 


First air 3 June 2019 


date 

Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Global 

Website (Heart East localised websites) 


Bedford 
Cambridgeshire 
Colchester 
Dunstable 

Essex 

Harlow 

Milton Keynes 
Norfolk 
Northamptonshire 


Peterborough 


Heart East is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcasts to the East of England from studios in Milton Keynes. 


The station launched on 3 June 2019, following a merger of four Heart stations 
in Cambridgeshire, East Anglia, Essex and the Four Counties. 


History[edit] 


Under relaxed OFCOM requirements for local content on commercial radio, Heart East is 
permitted to share all programmes between ten licences located in the ITV 
Anglia broadcast region.® 


Previously, these licences broadcast separate stations: 


e The first Independent Local Radio station to launch in the region was Radio Orwell in 
October 1975, broadcasting from Ipswich and serving Suffolk and north Essex. 
Orwell's owners, Suffolk Group Radio, went onto launch a separate station for west 


Suffolk, Saxon Radio, from Bury St Edmonds in November 1982. The two Suffolk 
stations were merged in 1992 to form SGR FM. 

e Hereward Radio began broadcasting from Peterborough in July 1980, 
serving Cambridgeshire, south Lincolnshire and west Norfolk. From October 1984, 
Hereward began serving Northamptonshire, but due to financial difficulties, the 
station withdrew from the county and the IBA readvertised the licence separately. 

e Essex Radio began broadcasting in September 1981, initially from Southend-on- 
Sea before moving to Chelmsford in 2004. 

e Chiltern Radio began broadcasting from Dunstable in October 1981, 
serving Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire. By the time of the Heart 
rebrand, Chiltern broadcast a separate service for Bedford. 

e Radio Broadland began broadcasting from Norwich in October 1984, 
serving Norfolk and north Suffolk. 

e Northants 96 began broadcasting from Northampton in November 1986, after taking 
over the Northamptonshire licence previously held by Hereward Radio. 

e CNFM began broadcasting from Cambridge in February 1989, covering the 
Cambridge, Newmarket and Haverhill areas. It was later brought by the GWR Group 
and relaunched as Q103 in June 1994. 

e Horizon Radio began broadcasting from Milton Keynes in October 1989, serving 
north Buckinghamshire and initially as a sister station to neighbouring Chiltern 
Radio. 

e Ten-17 began broadcasting from Harlow in May 1993, serving East Hertfordshire and 
West Essex. Initially reliant on Essex FM for most of its output, it later expanded into 
a self-sustaining service. It was briefly known as Mercury 101.7 before reverting 
back to Ten-17, after being brought by GWR. 

e SGR Colchester began broadcasting from Colchester in October 1993, providing a 
split opt-out service for the area from its sister station in Suffolk. 


By the early 1990s, these stations fell into the ownership of four regional radio groups, 

namely Chiltern Radio Network, the Essex FM Group, East Anglian Radio and Mid-Anglia 
Radio. Eventually, all four of these groups were brought by the GWR Group (later GCap 
Media), which was taken over by Global in 2008. 


In 2009, nine of the stations were rebranded as part of a rollout of the Heart network 
across 29 local radio stations owned by Global. Hereward FM, Northants 96, Q103, Radio 
Broadland, Horizon Radio and SGR relaunched in January, followed by Essex FM in June. 
By this point, local programming had been reduced to ten hours on weekdays and four 
hours at weekends. 


The exception was Ten-17, which was part of a separate Hit Music Network, combining 
its local output from Harlow with networked programming from Nottingham. 


During the summer of 2010, Global merged the ten stations in the east of England to 
four - with Ten-17 closing and joining the Heart network as a result: 


e Heart Cambridgeshire - formed from the Peterbrough and Cambridgeshire stations, 
broadcasting from Cambridge 

e Heart East Anglia - formed from the Norfolk and Suffolk stations, broadcasting from 
Norwich 

e Heart Essex - formed from Ten-17 and Heart's stations in Chelmsford & Southend 
and Colchester, broadcasting from Chelmsford 

e Heart Four Counties - formed from the Northamptonshire, Milton Keynes, Dunstable 
and Bedford stations, broadcasting from Dunstable 


Local programming was further cut to seven hours on weekdays, although localised 
news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising continued to air as opt-outs. The 
Cambridgeshire and Four Counties stations latterly moved from Peterborough and 
Dunstable to Cambridge and Milton Keynes respectively 


On 26 February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would merge the four Heart stations into one. 


As of June 2019, regional programming consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised opt-outs for news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising. Local breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network 
programming from London. 


Global's studio centres in Cambridge, Chelmsford and Norwich were closed, although 
local newsgathering and sales staff were retained.™ Across the four stations, fifteen 
local presenters left the Heart network. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and from Global's Milton Keynes studios from 4-7pm 
on weekdays, presented by Hannah Clarkson.“ 


News[edit] 


Heart East broadcasts hourly local news bulletins from 6am-7pm on weekdays and 6am- 
12pm at weekends. Separate bulletins are produced for the licence areas previously 
served by Heart's stations in Cambridgeshire, East Anglia, Essex and the Four Counties. 


The Milton Keynes newsroom also produces bulletins for the Communicorp owned Heart 
Hertfordshire. 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
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Heart Cambridgeshire 


heart 


City Peterborough 


Broadcast Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire and 


area eastern Northamptonshire 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequenc 97.4, 102.7 & 103 MHz and DAB 
y 


Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Global 


Website Heart Cambridgeshire 


Heart Cambridgeshire was a local radio station owned and operated by Global 
Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcast 
to Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire and eastern Northamptonshire and parts of 
surrounding counties from studios in Cambridge. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Heart Peterborough and Heart Cambridge 


The regional station originally broadcast as two separate stations - Hereward Radio 
began broadcasting in July 1980 and Q103 served the Cambridge and Newmarket areas 
since February 1989. 


By 1995, both stations had been sold off to the GWR Group. Ten years later, the owners 
merged with Capital Radio to form GCap Media (later Global Radio). The stations were 
among the first outside London and the Midlands to be rebranded as Heart in 2009. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the two stations as part of 
plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 18.™ The new station began 
broadcasting from Peterborough on Friday 2 July 2010, leading to the closure of studios 
in Cambridge. 


On 19 September 2011, the station announced it would leave its Peterborough base and 
relocate to new studios in the Histon area of Cambridge. 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Cambridgeshire would be merged with 
three sister stations - Heart East Anglia, Heart Essex and Heart Four Counties.“ 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Heart Cambridgeshire's studios in Cambridge closed with operations moving to Milton 
Keynes - the station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. Local breakfast and 
weekend shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart East will begin broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019. 
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Heart Peterborough 


heart 


City Peterborough 


Broadcast Cambridgeshire, south Lincolnshire and 


area west Norfolk 
Slogan More Music Variety 


Frequency 102.7 MHz 


RDS: HEART_ 


First air 10 July 1980 


date 

Format Hot AC 

Owner Heart Network, Global Radio 
Website www.heartpeterborough.co.uk 


Heart Peterborough (formerly Hereward FM) is an Independent Local Radio station 
for Peterborough, Boston, King's Lynn, Cambridgeshire, south Lincolnshire and 

west Norfolk. Launched on 10 July 1980 as Hereward Radio 225, the station was the 
first local service in the area, with the studios originally based in the back of a former 
pub in Bridge Street, Peterborough, before relocating to the Queensgate shopping 
centre in the city in 1987. 


History[edit] 


With the tagline of the station you can really call your own, Hereward Radio began on 
95.7 MHz and 225 metres/1332 kHz. Reorganisation of the FM broadcast band moved 
the station to 102.7 since around 1987/1988, with BBC Radio Cambridgeshire using the 
former frequency for the Peterborough area. 


Notable personalities from the past include the former chief executive of GCap Media, 
Ralph Bernard, who was the station's first news editor. Hereward split its AM and FM 
frequencies in April 1992, and called its 1332 kHz AM service 'WGMS - The World's 
Greatest Music Station’. 


The station was brought out by the GWR Group in 1995 from its original 
management, Mid-Anglia Radio plc. 


On 5 January 2009, Hereward FM has rebranded Heart Peterborough, as part of a major 
rebrand involving twenty-nine stations owned by Global Radio. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced that Heart Peterborough’s programming 
would be merged with Heart Cambridge as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of 
stations from 33 to 16. It has still got different advertisements to Heart 

Cambridge”. Heart Cambridgeshire’s programming began broadcasting from 
Peterborough on 2 July 2010. = On 19 September 2011, the station announced it would 
relocate to new studios in the Histon area of Cambridge. 


Morborne Mast collapse[edit] 


In October 2004, the 153-meter Morborne mast near Peterborough collapsed after a fire 
in suspicious circumstances, taking Hereward's DAB service off the air, along with the 
national and local BBC services. A temporary mast was soon erected, restoring the 
service and a new permanent mast has since been erected. 
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Heart Cambridge 


neart 


City Cambridge 
Broadcast Cambridge, Newmarket and Haverhill 
area 


Frequency 97.4 & 103.0 MHz and DAB RDS: 


HEART __ 


First air date 12 February 1989 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Heart Network, Global Radio 
Website Heart Cambridge 


Heart 103 (formerly Q103) is an Independent Local Radio station broadcasting 
to Cambridge on 103.0 MHz and DAB Digital Radio. Heart also broadcast 
in Newmarket and Haverhill on 97.4 MHz. 


History[edit] 


The station was originally owned by Mid-Anglia Radio and began life 
as CNFM (Cambridge and Newmarket FM) in February 1989, before being renamed 
to Q103 FM in June 1994 when it was acquired by the GWR Group. 


In 2004 the name was slightly adjusted to Q103 Cambridge after their launch on DAB 
Digital Radio. On 1 August 2007, Q103 reverted to their 2004 strapline of "Today's Best 
Mix", also dropping the "Cambridge" from their name to reflect the newly extended TSA 
area (covering Haverhill and the longly served Newmarket on the Cambridgeshire- 
Suffolk border). Q103 also introduced their new jingle package. On Monday 30 June 
2008, Q103 along with other One Network stations adopted the strapline More Music 
Variety, in essence a reversion to the previous strapline. 


On 5 January 2009, the station was rebranded as Heart Cambridge. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart Cambridge’s 
programming with Heart Peterborough as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of 
stations from 33 to 16." The new station, Heart Cambridgeshire began broadcasting 
from Peterborough on Friday 2 July 2010.2: On 19 September 2011, the station 
announced it would relocate to the former Q103 studios just outside Cambridge, in 
Histon. 


Past Straplines[edit] 


e A Better Music Mix for Cambridge 

e Today's Better Music Mix 

e Cambridge's Music Station 

e Today's Best Mix 

e More Music, Less Talk 

e Today's Best Mix, Today's Best Variety 
e The Best Mix of the 80s, 90s and Today 
e More Music Variety 

e Today's Best Mix 

e More Music Variety for Cambridge 
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Heart East Anglia 


heart 


City Norwich 


Broadcast area Norfolk 

Branding This is Heart 

Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency 96.4, 97.1 & 102.4 MHz 
Format Hot AC 

Owner Global 


Heart East Anglia was a local radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as 
part of the Heart network. It broadcast to Norfolk and Suffolk from studios in Norwich. 


The station launched on Friday 3 September 2010 as a result of a merger 
between Heart Norwich (formerly Radio Broadland) and Heart Ipswich (formerly Radio 
Orwell and Saxon Radio, latterly SGR FM). 


History[edit] 
Further information: Heart Norwich and Heart Ipswich 


The regional station originally broadcast as three separate stations - Radio Orwell 
served Ipswich and surrounding areas since October 1975. In November 1982, Saxon 
Radio launched in west Suffolk from studios in Bury St. Edmonds, acting as an effective 
opt-out service to Orwell. Meanwhile, Radio Broadland began broadcasting to Norfolk 
and north Suffolk in October 1984. 


In 1990, Broadland bought out Suffolk Group Radio (the owners of Radio Orwell and 
Saxon Radio) and formed the East Anglian Radio Group. Two years later, Orwell and 
Saxon were merged into SGR FM - which launched a sister station in Essex, SGR 
Colchester, in October 1993. 


By 1996, the GWR Group had bought out the East Anglian Radio Group. In January 2009, 
both Broadland and SGR were among the first stations to rebranded under 
the Heart moniker after GCap Media's takeover by Global Radio the year before. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the five stations as part of 
plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 18.“ The new station began 
broadcasting on Friday 3 September 2010 from studios in Norwich, leading to the 
closure of studios in Ipswich. 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart East Anglia would be merged with three 
sister stations - Heart Cambridgeshire, Heart Essex and Heart Four Counties." 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ 


Heart East Anglia's studios in Norwich closed with operations moving to Milton Keynes - 
the station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. Local breakfast and weekend 
shows were with network programming from London. 


Heart East will begin broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019. 


Former presenters[edit] 
e Sarah Cawood! 
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Heart 102.4 


heart 


City Norwich 


Broadcast area Norfolk and north Suffolk 


Slogan More music variety. 
Frequency 102.4 MHz 

First air date 1 October 1984 

Format Hot AC 

Owner Heart Network, Global Radio 


Radio Broadland (later Heart Norwich) was an Independent Local Radio station 

for Norfolk and North Suffolk, including Norwich, Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft, until 
early 2009. The station, now part of the national Heart Network, is owned and operated 
by Global Radio. 


Station history[edit] 


On 1 October 1984, a new independent local radio station called "Radio Broadland" was 
launched by a Norfolk-based group with experience in local business, newspapers and 
television, but little in radio. 


Several people with extensive radio experience were brought in to start the station. 
Russell Stuart arrived from Gwent Broadcasting in Newport as managing director, Mike 
Stewart from Radio West in Bristol as programme controller and Robb Young moved 
from Radio Orwell in Ipswich as sales manager. 


Stewart put together the first team of presenters. Nick Risby joined from Red Rose 
Radio in Preston, Tony Gillham came from Chiltern and BBC Bedfordshire, Dave Brown 
from Radio Tees, Rob Chandler from Radio Orwell and Adrian Finighan from Gwent 
Radio. Dave Brown became programme controller of the station in the late 1990s, 

while Rob Chandler remained for 30 years, including more than 25 years as breakfast 
presenter, until leaving the station in December 2013. Another long server was Chrissie 
Jackson, who lasted for 27 years including 14 as joint breakfast host, until leaving at the 
same time as Rob Chandler. Bob Harris presented a weekly show on the station for a 
time after it launched, while he was living in the area. 


For the first two years, Radio Broadland went off air at 10 pm until 6 am the following 
morning. The station simulcasted on 97.6 FM and 1152 AM for three years, but in 1987, 
due to national changes in local radio frequencies, moved to 102.4 FM. Broadland at the 
end of the 1980s was achieving an audience reach of 50 per cent and average weekly 
listening of up to 18 hours per listener, some of the best in the UK. 


In 1990, Broadland took over Suffolk Group Radio, which owned Radio Orwell in Ipswich 
and Saxon Radio in Bury St Edmunds and, to reflect the addition of the new stations, the 
company became East Anglian Radio. The two Suffolk stations were renamed and re- 
launched as SGR fm in 1992. The group later won the licence to launch a station in 
Colchester under the SGR banner in 1993. 


Initially, Radio Broadland played both classic hit music and current chart hits, but in 
1995 the decision was made by the EAR group to make better use of the AM slot. Amber 
Radio was created in Norfolk and Suffolk playing 60s and 70s music, whilst Broadland 
102 focused more on current and recent chart hits. The EAR group continued to be run 
by the original Broadland management team. 


In 1996, the GWR Group bid more than £25 million for the East Anglian Radio group, 
which later resulted in changes to the station such as networked programming and a 
new strapline of "Today's Better Music Mix". The original management remained in 
different roles with GWR and then GCap, but had all left by 2003. Mike Stewart and 
Russell Stuart were part of a new company, Norwich Radio Group, which narrowly failed 
to win a new ILR licence advertised in 2005 for Norwich. 


In 2007, the station reverted to the name of Radio Broadland, adopting 'More Music 
Variety’ to reflect an emphasis on classic hits in place of chart material. Also that year, 
as with all of GCap's One Network, the station gained a new logo and website. 


An offer of £375 million for the GCap group from Global Radio, owner 
of Heart and LBC in London and Galaxy station, was accepted in 2008. All GCap's senior 
management departed on completion of the takeover. 


Heart re-brand[edit] 


In January 2009, Radio Broadland was renamed as Heart Norwich, as part of a major re- 
branding involving 29 stations owned by Global Radio. By this time, local programming 
was restricted to daily breakfast and weekday drivetime with all other output networked 
from London. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart Norwich with Heart 
Ipswich as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.4 The 


new station, Heart East Anglia, began broadcasting from Norwich on 3 September 2010. 
[2] 


The former Radio Broadland studios in Norwich were closed, after nearly 35 years, in 
the summer of 2019, and the building was put up for sale. Broadcasting on the Heart 
network moved from a local to a regional basis, with Heart East Anglia emanating from 
studios at Milton Keynes. 
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Heart Ipswich 


heart 


City Ipswich & Bury St Edmunds 


Broadcast area Suffolk 


Frequency 96.4 & 97.1 MHz 

First air date 28 October 1975 

Format Hot AC 

Owner Heart Network, Global Radio 


Heart Ipswich (formerly SGR FM) was a radio station that evolved from Suffolk Group 
Radio, which was the parent company for two Independent radio stations serving the 
county of Suffolk in England. 


Overview([edit] 


The older of the radio stations was Radio Orwell, which began transmissions 
in Ipswich on 28 October 1975 on 257m MW. It was one of the original group of ILR 
stations set up by the Independent Broadcasting Authority following relaxation of the 


rules governing broadcasting in Britain. Other stations that were included in the original 
19 were LBC and Capital Radio in London and BRMB in Birmingham. 


The western side of Suffolk got its own radio station in the form of Saxon Radio on 240m 
MW, which began broadcasting in Bury St Edmunds in November 1982. The two stations 
operated separate breakfast shows, and then programmes were networked from either 
site to both transmitters. Most of the programmes came from the studios at Electric 
House, Ipswich, and a few from the Bury St Edmunds' Long Brackland studios. 


In 1984-85, the stations experimented with a drive-time news and current affairs 
programme ("The Home Run") which had presenters in both studios - Allan Lee in 
Ipswich and Adrienne Rosen in Bury. This proved too expensive to continue for long and 
the programme was cut back to one presenter in the Ipswich studio. 


Ipswich Town FC was sponsored by Radio Orwell and had the station's logo on the front 


of the team's shirts in the mid-1980s. 
20] 
Orvwvell 


In 1990, the stations were taken over by the successful Norwich-based Radio 
Broadland to form the East Anglian Radio group, run by the Broadland management 
team. EAR re-launched Orwell and Saxon as one station under the SGR fm banner in 
1992 and also won the licence to start SGR Colchester in Essex the following year. The 
group launched a new service in 1995 called Amber Radio, with studios in Ipswich and 
Norwich, on the AM transmitters previously used to simulcast the SGR stations; these, 
some years later, became Classic Gold and then Gold. In 1996, EAR was bought by 

the GWR Group network, which continued to run the stations for about 10 years until it 
was taken over by Global Radio. 


Heart rebrand[edit] 


On 5 January 2009, SGR FM was renamed as Heart, as part of a major re-brand involving 
29 One Network stations. By that time, local programming was restricted to daily 
breakfast and weekday afternoon drivetime shows with all other output networked from 
London. As part of the re-brand, the station pulled out of a contract to broadcast live 
commentary on Ipswich Town FC games after just one season. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Ipswich and merge the 
station with Heart Norwich as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 
33 to 16.“ The new station, Heart East Anglia, began broadcasting from Norwich on 3 
September 2010.2! 


The Radio Orwell logo 


See also[edit] 


e 96.1 Heart Colchester 
e Global Radio 


e The One Network 
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Heart Essex 


heart 


City Chelmsford 


Broadcast area Essex and East Hertfordshire 


Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency 96.1 MHz 


RDS: Heart_SX 

96.3, 97.5, 102.6 MHz 
RDS: Heart_SX 

101.7 MHz 


RDS: Heart_SX 


Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Global 


Website Heart Essex 


Heart Essex was a local radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcast to Essex and East Hertfordshire from studios 
in Chelmsford. 


The station launched on Monday 26 July 2010 as a result of a merger between Heart 
Essex (Chelmsford & Southend) (formerly Essex FM), Heart Colchester (formerly SGR 
Colchester) and Ten 17. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Heart Essex (Chelmsford & Southend), Heart Colchester, and Ten 
417 


The regional station originally broadcast as three separate stations - Essex Radio began 
broadcasting to the Southend-on-Sea area in September 1981 and to Chelmsford three 
months later. Harlow's Ten 17 launched in May 1993 as a part-time opt out from Essex 

FM and later expanded to become a fully separate service. Meanwhile, SGR Colchester 

began broadcasting as an offshoot of Ipswich's SGR FM in October 1993. 


Essex FM and Ten 17 originally came under the ownership of the Essex Radio Group 
while SGR Colchester was owned by East Anglian Radio, which was brought up in 1996 
by GWR Group - within four years, the two other ILR stations in Essex came under GWR 
ownership. 


SGR Colchester was among the first stations to be rebranded under the Heart moniker 
in January 2009 and followed six months later by Essex FM. As a Hit Music 

Network station, Ten 17 retained its local identity - but as with the Heart stations in 
Chelmsford and Colchester, local output had been restricted to breakfast and weekday 
drivetime shows. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge all three stations as part of 
plans to restructuring plans for Heart.“ The new station, Heart Essex, began 
broadcasting from Chelmsford on Monday 26 July 2010, leading to the closure of studios 
in Colchester and Harlow. 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Essex would be merged with three sister 
stations - Heart Cambridgeshire, Heart East Anglia and Heart Four Counties. 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Heart Essex's studios in Chelmsford closed with operations moving to Milton Keynes - 
the station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. Local breakfast and weekend 
shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart East began broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019.4 
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Heart Essex 


heart 


City Basildon, Chelmsford, and Southend-on- 
Sea 

Broadcast Essex 

area 


Frequency 96.3, 97.5, and 102.6 MHz 


RDS: HEART_SX 


First air date 12 September 1981 as Essex Radio 
January 1994 as Essex FM 
22 June 2009 as Heart Essex 


Format Variety Hit Radio 
Owner Global Radio 


Website Heart Essex 


Heart Essex (formerly Essex Radio and then Essex FM) is a British commercial radio 
station. It was launched on 12 September 1981, broadcasting from Southend-on- 
Sea and since 27 October 2004 from Chelmsford, both in Essex. 


History[edit] 


essexfm®" 


Essex FM logo used from 2007-2009 


Heart began as Essex Radio in September 1981 broadcasting on 95.3 MHZ & 

1431 kHz to Southend-on-Sea and 96.4 MHz & 1359 kHz to Chelmsford in December 
1981. The station was formed by several local companies including Keddies, Garons & 
TOTS with David Keddie, owner of the Keddies department store in Southend becoming 
its chairman. The station's FM frequencies were changed in 1986, with 95.3 becoming 
96.3 (95.3 was handed to BBC Essex) and 96.4 becoming 102.6. 


In 1989 the station split its AM and FM frequencies (as required then to do so due to a 
new Radio Act requirement to end simulcasting) and The Breeze began broadcasting on 
Essex Radio's old AM frequencies. The first song played was Cliff Richard's 'Wired for 
Sound’. In January 1994 Essex Radio relaunched as Essex FM. It was then rebranded 
as Heart in June 2009. 


Essex Radio Group launched several nearby stations, including Ten-17 FM in Harlow in 
1993, oldies station Breeze (now Smooth Essex) in July 1989, and dance station Vibe FM 
(now Kiss FM) in 1997. Essex FM became part of the GWR Group (now Global Radio) in 
October 2000 from the Daily Mail and General Trust (who bought the Essex Radio Group 
in 1998). 


Programme controller Craig Denyer introduced the Greatest Memories Latest Hits 
format in the late eighties. The format was launched on April Fool's Day when 
presenters supposedly went on strike because of the format. Station identification was 
provided by Airforce Productions. They were also responsible for the earlier ‘Together 
we can Make it' package. 


Essex FM's Creative Team (founded 1987) helped win awards for advertising and 
soundtracks, including Creative Circle Honours, Independent Radio Advertising Awards 
and a bronze in the Sony Awards for 'Now in 1939' a contemporary musical 
documentary to commemorate World War 2. Commercial producers included John 
Calvert, Carolyn Rogers, Lisa Rutherford, Scott Young, Chris Slack & Pete Sipple. 


Later yearS[edit] 


Since GWR bought Essex FM in 2000 and following the merger of GWR and the Capital 
Radio Group in 2005 to form GCap Media, Essex FM started to take some network 
programmes, like the weekday evening new music show Music Control. Essex FM 
however was one of only two or three One Network stations (the GCap media station 
network) which retained most of its local output, opting out of shows like Late Night 
Love and The Jeremy Kyle Show. They also broadcast their own jingles - made 

by ReelWorld in Seattle, based on their package for Hallam FM. 


However, in June 2008 new owners Global Radio, in spite of the station just obtaining its 
best listening figures for 5 years with a music format slightly more skewed to new 
music, decided to include Essex FM in their plans for a huge radio shake-up. The station 
was forced to drop its non-peaktime local programming, including weekdays mid- 
mornings and late night. 


On Monday 29 June the station changed its music style to an older approach and 
introduced a format more like London station Heart 106.2 and dropped off its sung 
jingles - effectively a clean slate. The station's strapline was changed to "More Music 
Variety”. 


In May 2009 the station began calling itself The Heart of Essex - Essex FM', and began 
to use the Heart news and travel beds, as well as jingles (IDs as Essex FM over what 
would normally be 'This is Heart'). On 22 June 2009, Essex FM was officially 

branded Heart Essex. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart Essex with Heart 
Colchester and Ten 17 as part of plans to restructuring plans for the Heart Network. 
&1 The new station, Heart Essex, begun broadcasting from Chelmsford on 26 July 2010.4 


Transmitters[edit] 


The 102.6 MHz FM signal comes from Baker's Wood west of Chelmsford. This broadcasts 
to Chelmsford, Braintree, Witham, Maldon and South Woodham Ferrers. It is the 
strongest signal with an effective radiated power of 2.0 kW. 96.3 MHz FM comes 

from Benfleet, which covers Basildon and most of southern Essex with an ERP of 1.3 kW. 
97.5 MHz FM comes from Maitland House in central Southend with an ERP of 100 W. 
This was launched in the late 90s to fill a gap in the town centre. In Harlow, Heart Essex 
broadcasts on 101.7 MHz from the Rye Hill mast, with Colchester being served by the 
Wivenhoe transmitter broadcasting on 96.1 MHz with an ERP of 500 watts. Heart Essex 
is also available on DAB Digital Radio via the Essex multiplex. 
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Heart Colchester 


City Colchester 


Broadcast area Colchester and surrounding areas 


Frequency 96.1 MHz 


RDS: Heart__ 


First air date 17 October 1993 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Heart Network, Global Radio 
Website Heart Colchester 


Heart Colchester (formerly SGR Colchester) was a radio station broadcasting 

to Colchester and the surrounding areas. The station was launched in 1993 as SGR 
Colchester by the East Anglian Radio group, which also operated the Ipswich-based SGR 
fm, Radio Broadland in Norwich, and Amber Radio across Suffolk and Norfolk. 


History[edit] 


The station, serving a population of around 150,000, broadcast programmes from its 
studios in the town during daytime (6am - 6pm) but shared output from its larger sister 
SGR station in Ipswich at other times. The Colchester station was an immediate success 
and quickly built an impressive audience locally, soon establishing itself as market 
leader. Staff in the early years included Mike Stewart (group programme director), 
Danny Cox (station manager) and presenters Nick Jackson and Simon Taylor. 


It became part of the GWR Group when East Anglian Radio was taken over in 1996. In 
January 2009, owners Global Radio re-branded SGR Colchester as Heart Colchester and 
the following year, it was merged with Heart Essex, resulting in the closure of the 
station's studio base in the town. 


See also[edit] 


e Heart Ipswich 
e Global Radio 
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Ten-17 


ten-I7fm* 


City Harlow 


Broadcast area Harlow, East Herts and West Essex 


Frequency 101.7 MHz 


RDS: _ten-17_ 


First air date 1 May 1993 


Format CHR/Pop 


Owner Global Radio 


Ten-17 was an Independent Local Radio station, broadcast from studios at the Latton 
Bush Centre in Harlow. The station launched in May 1993 and served Harlow, East Herts 
and West Essex until its closure on 25 July 2010. 


History[edit] 


Ten 17 came into existence following long campaigning work by voluntary group Harlow 
Community Radio Association (HCRA), which had the goal of launching a community 
radio station for the Harlow area. HCRA was led by four former Harlow Hospital radio 
officers: Russ Lewell (Chairman), Alan Hall (Secretary), Tony Saxby (Treasurer) and Tony 
Poole (Station Manager), who formed Harlow FM Ltd as the legal entity for the group. 
HCRA and Harlow FM Ltd had well over 100 volunteers interested in radio or with 
community orientation and supportive of a radio station specifically for Harlow. Due to 
the success of the group, which gained widespread support from the local community, 
the Radio Authority (the regulator at the time) was sufficiently impressed by the Group's 
work and offer that they decided to advertise Harlow as one of the first licences for its 
new small scale commercial radio licences Upon the announcement of issue of the 
operating licence, Harlow FM Ltd was the only applicant group and it was widely 
assumed that they would be successful in being granted the licence. 


However, the Radio Authority suspended the licence grant having reservations about 
the financial backing of the community group. HCRA therefore entered discussions with 
Essex Radio Group to agree terms to jointly run the radio station. Essex Radio Group 
chairman Eric Moonman and Managing Director Phil Hinton took a personal interest in 
the cooperation, and a Station Director from Essex Radio, Peter Kerridge, was appointed 
to lead the development and launch what then became ten 17 FM. Russ Lewell and Alan 
Hall from the original HCRA group became directors of the re-formed Harlow FM Ltd, 
along with Eric Moonman, Phil Hinton and Mick Garrett (Essex Radio Finance Director). 
Although Essex Radio was the major shareholder, members of the HCRA were also given 
the opportunity to purchase shares, which many did. 


ten 17 launched on 1 May 1993. The first presenters were taken from the group of 
HCRA volunteers and trained by the Essex Radio Team. Russ Lewell was the first 
presenter to speak on ten 17, and other voluntary presenters at time of launch included 
Tony Saxby, lan Daborn, Graham Hindley, Vicky James, Steve Sampson and Steve 
Saunders. 


Many volunteers who presented programmes on Ten 17 have gone on to have 
successful careers in the media, including Scott Hughes, Chris Badcock, Gavin Inskip, 
Debbie Mackintosh (Mac), Dave Wartnaby (Kelly) and Gary Mulligan. 


Peter Kerridge, the first Station Director, is now Chief Executive of Christian radio 
station Premier. On Peter's departure from ten 17, Russ Lewell, one of the original 
founders and presenter became Station Director. 


1993 to 1999 - The Essex Radio Group[edit] 


The local station for the Essex new town of Harlow was launched back in May 1993 by 
the Essex Radio Group, and was closely linked to sister station Essex FM in Southend- 
on-Sea. Essex FM made use of the 101.7FM transmitter to rebroadcast its output, 
leaving Ten 17 to broadcast a mere three-hour evening show from local studios in 
Harlow. 


As time moved on, the station took on more hours, more staff, better studio equipment, 
and computerisation. Eventually, Ten 17 became a completely local station for Harlow. 


1999 - DMG Radio Itd[edit] 


Logo used by Ten 17 during its GWR days. This was replaced in 2007 by its current logo 


In 1999 Ten17 FM was rebranded as Mercury FM, as were 5 of the 6 stations owned by 
DMG Radio Ltd. This station was known as Mercury 101.7. It was then changed back to 
Ten-17 when it was bought by GWR. 


The 2000s onwards - GWR, Gcap, and Global[edit] 


Ten-17's owners, GWR, later merged with Capital Radio to become G-Cap. The station 
was retained. G-Cap was then bought by Global Radio in 2008. Up until July 2010, the 
station formed part of Global's The Hit Music Network, broadcasting a mix of locally 
produced output from Harlow and networked programming from Nottingham. 


Closure[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to rebrand Ten 17 as Heart and merge 
the station with Heart Essex and Heart Colchester as part of restructuring plans for 
the Heart Network.” 


The new station, Heart Essex, launched on Monday 26 July 2010 and broadcasts from 
studios in Chelmsford.2@! The very last programme from Ten 17 was broadcast on 
Sunday 25 July 2010. 
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Heart Four Counties 


heart 


City Dunstable 
Broad Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire a 
cast nd Northamptonshire 


Brandi This is Heart 


Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequ 96.6, 96.9, 97.6, 103.3 MHz & DAB 


ency RDS: Heart__ 


Forma Adult Contemporary 


Owner Global Group 


Websi_ Heart Four Counties 


te 


Heart Four Counties was a local radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as 
part of the Heart network. It broadcast 
to Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Northamptonshire. 


The station launched on Friday 16 July 2010 as a result of a merger between Heart 
Milton Keynes (formerly Horizon Radio), Heart Northants (formerly Northants 96), Heart 
Dunstable (formerly 97.6 Chiltern FM) and Heart Bedford (formerly 96.9 Chiltern Radio). 


History[edit] 


Further information: Heart Milton Keynes, Heart Northants, Heart Dunstable, and Heart 
Bedford 


The regional station originally broadcast as four separate stations - Chiltern Radio began 
broadcasting to Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire in October 1981 and 
launched a separate Bedford station in June 1982. Northants 96 began broadcasting to 
Northamptonshire in November 1986 and Horizon Radio launched in north 
Buckinghamshire in October 1989. 


These stations were owned and operated by the Chiltern Radio Group, which was sold 
off to the GWR Group in 1995. Subsequently, the GWR Group merged with Capital 
Radio in 2005 to form GCap Media, which was subsequently bought out by Global Radio 
in 2008. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the four stations as part of 
plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 separate stations to 16 co-located 
‘broadcast centres'.® The new station began broadcasting from Dunstable on Friday 16 
July 2010 and moved to new studios in Milton Keynes on 6 September 2011.2 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Four Counties would be merged with 
three sister stations in Cambridgeshire, Essex and East Anglia.“ 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ Local 
breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart East will begin broadcasting regional programming from the Milton Keynes 
studios on 3 June 2019.8 


Former presenters[edit] 
e Stuart Miles e Katy Hill” 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Global Radio to halve number of local Heart stations, mediaguardian.co.uk, 21 June 
2010 Archived 1 January 2011 at WebCite 

2. ^ "Archived copy". Archived from the original on 1 January 2011. Retrieved 8 
September 2011., RadioToday, 6 September 2011 

3. ^ Global to network Capital, Heart and Smooth breakfast shows, RadioToday, 26 
February 2019 

4. ^ Amanda Holden to join Jamie Theakston for Heart UK Breakfast, Radio Today, 29 April 
2019 


5. ^ Amanda Holden to join Jamie Theakston for Heart UK Breakfast, Radio Today, 29 April 
2019 

6. ^ "Two former Blue Peter presenters to host breakfast show for Heart FM in 
Northamptonshire". Northampton Chronicle. 13 January 2015. Retrieved 7 April 2018. 

7. ^ "Two former Blue Peter presenters to host breakfast show for Heart FM in 
Northamptonshire". Northampton Chronicle. 13 January 2015. Retrieved 7 April 2018. 


External links[edit] 


e Heart Four Counties 


Heart 103.3 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from Heart Milton Keynes) 


ump to navigationJump to search 


Heart Milton Keynes 


heart 


City Milton Keynes 
Broadcast North Buckinghamshire 
area 

Slogan More Music Variety 
Frequency 103.3 MHz 


RDS Name: HEART_MK 


First air date 15 October 1989 (as Horizon Radio) 
5 January 2009 (as Heart Milton Keynes) 


Format Hot AC 


Heart Milton Keynes (formerly Horizon Radio) was an Independent Local 
Radio station for Milton Keynes and North Buckinghamshire. Broadcasting on 103.3FM 
from the Bow Brickhill transmitter, the station was part of Global Radio's Heart Network. 


The station's flagship shows were Heart Breakfast with Wes Venn and Heart Drivetime 
with Lucy Ellis. 


History[edit] 


The station was launched as Horizon Radio by Chris Pearson in October 1989 as sister 
station to neighbouring Chiltern Radio and part of The Chiltern Radio Network. It was 
subsequently rebranded as ‘Horizon Radio, The Hotter Mix' in 1992. The first song 
played was "The Only Way Is Up" by Yazz and the Plastic Population. 


The station was later re-branded as FM 103 Horizon in 1995, following the purchase of 
the Chiltern Radio Network by the GWR radio group, before changing back to Horizon 
Radio in 2006 and finally, Heart in January 2009.4 The name, Horizon Radio, had no 
real significance other than being an idea created when the station launched, due to the 
aerial view and ‘horizon' seen from the transmitter location at Bow Brickhill, some 7 
miles South East of the city. 


Sports coverage/[edit] 


During the 2008-09 football season, the station's predecessor Horizon Radio secured a 
deal with the MK Dons football club to broadcast live match commentary for both home 
and away matches which continued following the Heart rebrand; the Dons competing in 
the Coca-Cola League 1. Commentary was provided by Mike Burrows. This arrangement 
was not however continued into the 2009-10 season and is now broadcast on BBC Three 
Counties Radio. A similar incident occurred on Heart Ipswich, where Ipswich Town FC 
used a "get-out clause" and handed over commentary rights over to BBC Radio Suffolk. 
A Heart spokesman said they were pleased with this because speech does not fit in with 
the Heart format. 


Closure[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart MK with Heart 
Northants, Heart Dunstable and Heart Bedford as part of plans to reduce the Heart 
network of stations from 33 to 16. The new station, Heart Home Counties, began 
broadcasting from Dunstable at 10:00am on 16 July 2010 following the final edition 
of Heart Breakfast with Wes Venn.“ The station still broadcasts on 103.3 to Milton 
Keynes as Heart - Home counties. 
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Coordinates: ‘s#52.2398°N 0.88662°W 


Heart Northants (now Heart Four 


Counties) 
neart 
City Northampton 
Broadcast area Northamptonshire 
Branding Heart 
Slogan More music variety 
Frequency 96.6 MHz 
RDS: HEART_ 

First air date 30 November 1986™ 
Format Hot AC 
Owner Global Radio 
Website Station website 


Heart Northants (formerly Northants 96) was a local commercial radio station 
serving Northamptonshire. 


The station broadcast on 96.6 FM from studios in Northampton town centre, via the 
transmitter located in the Kingsthorpe area. As of August 2011 the station merged 
with Heart Dunstable and Heart Bedford to become Heart Four Counties and now has 


its studios from Central Milton Keynes. It is owned and operated by Global Radio as a 
part of the Heart Network. 


History[edit] 


The start of commercial local radio in Northamptonshire[edit] 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
oe citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Heart 

Northants" - news = newspapers « books = scholar = JSTOR (January 
2009) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Hereward Radio was the first Independent Local Radio franchise for the county, 
providing programmes for Northamptonshire, Milton Keynes and Rugby from 1 October 
1984, using its former FM frequency of 102.8 MHz and 1557 kHz medium wave. The 
station launched at 1 am, while disc jockey John Warwick hosted its morning 

show, Hereward Daybreak the following morning. 


Local radio frequencies on the FM band in the United Kingdom were expanded and re- 
organised to form 'sub-bands' (104-105 MHz were reserved for BBC Local Radio, 
whereas 96.1-97.7 MHz were attributed to Independent Local Radio). This affected 
Northamptonshire as follows: 


e BBC Radio Northampton (96.6 FM) moved to 104.2 FM and 103.6 FM'!etation needed 
e Northamptonshire ILR (102.8 FM) moved to 96.6 FM. !xt#tienneeden 


Shortly afterwards, due to general difficulties within the commercial radio industry at 
the time Hereward withdrew from Northamptonshire and continued in Peterborough. In 
1985, the Independent Broadcasting Authority assigned the Independent Local Radio 
franchise to a new company, Northants Radio Ltd, owned by Chiltern Radio Group. 


Northants 96 launched at 10.00 am on 30 November 1986 with announcer Tony West 
introducing the first regular programmes on the station. Following a synthesised alarm 
clock ticking saying: “Good Morning. 10 am, Sunday 30 November 1986, and this is the 
new sound of radio in Northamptonshire- Northants 96!" followed by a station 
identification jingle and a welcome message from the then Lord Lieutenant of 
Northamptonshire and the first song to be played was "I Can Hear Music" by The Beach 
Boys. 

Notable disc jockeys on Northants included Northants’ first breakfast show, future well- 


known hypnotist Paul McKenna and David Prever, who would later move to Wiltshire's 
GWR FM 


Its to be noted that Northants 96 and Northants Radio were interchangeable names for 
the station and relayed programmes on a mediumwave frequency - 1557 kHz, which 
opened on 25 June 1990. 


The Hot FM and SuperGold[edit] 


Northants 96 was essentially part of a regional collective of commercial stations which 
included Chiltern Radio, based in Dunstable and Bedford. Station directors had to tackle 


a major concern in the area; “how do you make this station appear more ‘local’ than the 
previous incumbent, while saving money at the same time?" The result was that 
programmes were syndicated from Chiltern headquarters in Dunstable during the day, 
consisting of popular middle of the road music whilst ‘opting out’ for hourly local news 
bulletins. Thus The Hot FM sustaining service was born. 


The Chiltern Radio Group did this by making use of new technology whereby a disc- 
jockey interjects with an identification jingle during a networked/syndicated programme 
by pressing a button with the result that depending on where the listener was, 

either "Northants 96- The Hot FM" or "Chiltern Radio 97 - The Hot FM" was heard. 
This solved the problem of inexpensive local radio with the added benefit of totally 
opting out of the network for local emergencies, for example snow reports or flooding 
information. However, after a time, some shows such as breakfast, mid morning and 
drive time were localised with each Chiltern Network station broadcasting individual 
shows. 


In 1988 the Home Office declared that the independent local radio industry was 
sufficient enough to support a permanent split in AM-FM broadcasting and enforce this 
rule through the IBA. All BBC and ILR stations were required to broadcast separate 
programming or lose their licences. 


The Chiltern Radio Network responded to this by launching its second sustaining 
service, SuperGold on 15 July 1990. SuperGold was a general golden oldies station 
broadcasting to Herts, Beds, Bucks and Cambridge on the medium wave band 

with Northants Radio SuperGold following suit. Both the classic and contemporary 
FM and the oldies AM stations were rated very highly, consistently beating its local 
competitor BBC Radio Northampton. 


A better music mix, a hostile takeover[edit] 


The Chiltern Radio Group, then a plc received a hostile takeover bid from GWR Group 
plc in 1995 which was reluctantly accepted. This affected both FM and AM stations and 
networked programming- The Hot FM closed and associated stations were rebranded 
"The New - A Better Music Mix" while SuperGo/ld was absorbed into GWR Group's 
existing Classic Gold network." 


Northants Radio however was less affected by this major change than other stations 
in the enlarged group (Chiltern Radio for example) becoming The New Northants 

96 whereas its AM station Northants Radio SuperGold became Classic Gold 1557. The 

significance of this takeover was more resources meant a more local service; up to 15 
hours a day were broadcast locally on FM as opposed to a mere 4 under "The Hot FM" 

whilst Classic Gold retained 8 hours. 


Programming-wise Northants Radio underwent a subtle shift towards more upbeat 
contemporary and chart hits and less in the way of talk. A past slogan voiced by Eddy 
Temple-Morris claimed that “other radio stations talked over the end of songs, whilst we 
didn't- That's the Northants 96 difference". This over time evolved into the Better Music 
Mix of the 80s 90s and today and Today's Best Mix for Northamptonshire. 


Shortly after Northants' former owner GWR Group merged with Capital Radio plc to 
form GCap Media in 2005, Northants 96 adopted the slogan “More music variety".™ In 
2008 GCap Media's radio and music assets were purchased by Global Radio. 


More music variety arrives[edit] 


On 5 January 2009, Northants 96 was rebranded Heart, along with Dunstable- 
based Chiltern Radio and other Global-owned stations in the East of England. Heart 
Northamptonshire reduced its weekday local output from 12 hours to seven. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Northants and merge the 
station with Heart Milton Keynes, Heart Dunstable and Heart Bedford as part of plans to 
reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.5 The new station, Heart Home 
Counties (later Heart Four Counties), began broadcasting from Dunstable on 16 July 
2010.' Networked and local programming on the merged station are now similar, 
except for commercial breaks, which are still split locally. Heart's Northampton base in 
the town centre were closed as early as March 2011, with the station expected to be 
broadcast from new premises in Milton Keynes. 
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Heart Dunstable 


heart 


City Dunstable 
Aylesbury 


Berkhamsted (new Complex) 


Broadcast Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire & Buckingha 


area mshire 


Frequency 97.6 MHz 


RDS: Heart976 


First air 15 October 1981 (as Chiltern Radio) 
date 
Format Hot AC 


Heart Dunstable (formerly 97.6 Chiltern FM) was an Independent Local 
Radio station based in Chiltern Road in Dunstable, Bedfordshire. 


History[edit] 


Together with sister stations 96.9 Chiltern FM, Northants 96 and Horizon Radio, the 
station formed the Chiltern Radio Network, which became the Chiltern Radio Group. The 
Chiltern Radio Group underwent a number of ownership changes as Britain's radio 
ownership rules were liberalised, first becoming part of the GWR Group's Mix Network in 
September 1995, during which time networked programming from the group's 
headquarters in Bristol was introduced to off-peak hours (after 7pm). 


When GWR merged with Capital Radio in May 2005 to form GCap Media, the combined 
group's local FM network, including Chiltern, was renamed the One Network for 
advertising clients, though the station was still called Chiltern on air (even returning to 
the heritage branding Chiltern Radio for a time). GCap was itself bought out by Global 
Radio in 2008, with the new owners planning to operate many of their new acquisitions 
under Global's existing Heart and Galaxy brands. As a result, in January 2009, Chiltern 
Radio was rebranded by its owners Global Radio as Heart, this move ended, after 28 
years, the use of the Chiltern Radio brand name. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Dunstable and merge 
the station with Heart Milton Keynes, Heart Northants and Heart Bedford as part of 
plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.4 The new station, Heart 
Home Counties, began broadcasting from Dunstable on 16 July 2010.4 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


Past presenters included Mark Smith, Philippa Collins, Paul McKenna, Graham 
Torrington, Dale Winton, NJ Williams, Martin Collins, Jeremy Beadle and Chris Moyles. 
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Heart Bedford 


heart 


City Bedford 
Broadcast area Bedford 
Frequency 96.9 MHz 


RDS: Heart_BD 
First air date 1 June 1982 


Format Hot AC 


Heart Bedford (formerly Chiltern Radio 96.9) was an Independent Local 
Radio station based in the Priory Business Park in Bedford, Bedfordshire. 


History[edit] 


Together with sister stations 97.6 Chiltern FM, Northants 96 and Horizon Radio, it 
formed the Chiltern Radio Network, which became the Chiltern Radio Group. The station 
briefly changed its name to B97 FM in 1996 when GWR bought the station. The station 
changed back to Chi/tern FM in 1999. Now part of the Global Radio portfolio, after GCap 
Media failed to stop the buyout, the station was rebranded as Heart Bedford on 5 
January 2009, becoming a part of the Heart Network. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Bedford and merge the 
station with Heart Milton Keynes, Heart Dunstable and Heart Northants as part of plans 
to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.4 The new station, Heart Home 
Counties, began broadcasting from Dunstable on 16 July 2010.2 


References[edit] 
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2010 
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Heart Hertfordshire 


City Watford 


Broadcast Hertfordshire 


area 


Branding This is Heart 


Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 96.6 MHz, 106.7 MHz, 106.9 MHz RDS: 


Heart__ 
First air 22 October 1994 
date 
Format Hot Adult Contemporary 
Owner Communicorp 
Website Heart Watford & Hemel 


Hertfordshire’s 


MERCUR 


Logo of Mercury 96.6 during Gcap Media ownership 


Heart Hertfordshire (previously known as Hertfordshire's Mercury 96.6) is a 
local radio station owned by Communicorp and operated by Global as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcasts across Hertfordshire from studios in Watford. 


In 2005, it was sold by GCap Media to the Adventure Radio Company although it still 
carries programming from GCap's successors Global as well as having its website 
maintained by Global. The station was rebranded on Monday 26 July 2010, but as it is 
not owned outright by Global, it operates as a franchise. 


In 2019, the station merged with BOB fm in north Hertfordshire and began broadcasting 
to the whole county. 


History[edit] 


The Radio Authority in 1993 advertised thirteen new local radio licences across the UK, 
one being awarded to the St Albans and Watford Broadcasting Company, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the former Chiltern Radio Network. Based in Hatfield Road, St 
Albans and promising "classic and contemporary hits, sport, local and national 

news", Oasis Radio went on-air on 22 October 1994 as a complementary sister station 


to Chiltern Radio (Herts, Beds and Bucks)- both stations being receivable in its target 
area. Oasis played softer adult contemporary music than "The Hot FM" format from 
Chiltern. 


In 1996, the GWR Group acquired the Chiltern Radio Network along with Oasis Radio, 
which was relaunched as The New 96.6FM - "Classic Hits of the 70s, 80s and 90s". The 
station took on the same sound as the rest of its 'Mix Network’ group of stations, albeit 
with more 1970s tracks. 


In 1997, the station was sold to Essex Radio plc and relaunched as 96.6 Oasis FM. 
Advertisements were taken out in local newspapers such as the Watford Chronicle and 
on the backs of buses in the area to inform listeners that they were "back after the 
break" - a cheeky comment on the previous management's incarnation, which did not 
have a proper name (The New 96.6FM) and which never really captured the listener's 
imagination. Capital Radio started selling advertising space on behalf of the newly 
relaunched station which moved to the Christopher Place Shopping Centre in St Albans. 


In 1999, the station changed again. The Daily Mail and General Trust bought Essex 
Radio plc under its sub-division DMG Radio Ltd. This meant another name change 
to Mercury FM 96.6 - a name shared by other stations in the company's portfolio, 
which were: 


e Mercury FM 102.7 - Reigate and Crawley 

e Mercury FM 96.2 & 101.6 - West Kent and North Surrey 
e Mercury FM 101.7 - Harlow 

e Mercury FM 107.9 - Medway Towns, Kent 


and paired off with the flagship station Essex FM. Each station used the slogan of 
"Hotter and Fresher", signifying a shift towards a more contemporary slant in the 
station's music policy. The semi-network was disbanded after the GWR Group bought 
DMG Radio in 2002, in effect re-purchasing Mercury 96.6. The Mercury stations in 
Medway and West Kent were sold to the Kent Messenger Group. 


In 2003, Mercury 96.6 moved from St Albans to an industrial estate on the outskirts 

of Watford in an attempt to re-focus the station as a Watford-only station. This was due 
to the then Radio Authority regulations on local ownership of stations as the GWR Group 
already owned Chiltern FM, which has overlapping coverage in the St Albans and Hemel 
Hempstead areas. This move was in a bid to hold on to the station before the outgoing 
Radio Authority was replaced by Ofcom and in a bid to compete with then rival Capital 
Radio in London. Mercury FM by then took on the "Better Music Mix" format that 
originated from GWR in Bristol. 


In 2005, the St Albans and Watford Broadcasting Company was divested to a new 
company, Adventure Radio Holdings, an entertainment consortium which owns a 
theme park in Southend-on-Sea, Essex, and four other radio stations, including two in 
Essex. Despite its relatively independent status, the station was rebranded from 
Mercury 96.6 to Heart on Monday 26 July 2010 and switched to a softer adult 
contemporary music format. The changes coincided with a restructuring of Heart. 


In July 2016 the station owners Adventure Island signed a management contract 
with Communicorp which would see them offer extra support to both Heart 
Hertfordshire and Connect FM. 


In February 2019, Adventure Radio sold the station to Communicorp. Two months later, 
Communicorp acquired Shadow Radio Holdings, the owners of BOB fm in north 
Hertfordshire. 


On 31 May 2019, BOB fm ceased broadcasting and became a relay of Heart 
Hertfordshire. The merger coincided with the end of Heart's local breakfast and 
weekend programming. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented on weekdays by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Communicorp's Watford studios 
from 4-7pm on weekdays, presented by John Darin.22! 


NewsS[edit] 


Heart Hertfordshire broadcasts hourly local news bulletins from 6am-7pm on weekdays 
and 6am-12pm at weekends, produced by Global's Heart Four Counties newsroom in 
Milton Keynes.® 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 


References[edit] 
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1. ^ Heart is Coming message now on-air at Bob FM Hertfordshire, Radio Today, 29 May 
2019 


2. ^ Heart Drivetime show presenters announced by Global, Radio Today, 20 May 2019 
3. ^ Jump up to: 2 Public File - Watford & Hemel, heart.co.uk, 1 June 2019 
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Heart London 


rt 


Branding London's Heart 


Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 106.2 MHz 
RDS: Heart__ 
CE Digital (London), 
Block 12C, 128kbit/s (DAB) 
Sky: 0111 
TalkTalk TV: 612 
Virgin Media: 918 
Freeview 728 


Freesat 733 


First air date 5 September 1995 
| Format Hot AC 
Owner Global 
Sister stations Capital London 
LBC 
LBC News 


Smooth London 


Radio X 


Website www.heart.co.uk/london 


Heart London is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as part 
of the Heart network. 


On 25 June 2007, it was announced that Heart along with its sister stations The 
Arrow, Sky News Radio, LBC and Galaxy were to be sold for £170 million to Global 
Radio from Chrysalis Radio.™ 


The station broadcasts from studios at Leicester Square in London. 


Availability[edit] 


In addition to FM, the station is available on DAB digital radio in London, and across 
the UK on Freesat, Sky, Freeview, TalkTalk TV and Virgin Media. The station is also 
available on MXR regional DAB multiplexes in the North West, North East, the Severn 
Estuary and Yorkshire, as well as on Switch Digital in central Scotland, having 
replaced Heart Digital. Until April 2006, the station could also be listened to worldwide 
through its Internet stream. However, according to the website, the station has 
withdrawn this facility outside the UK due to licensing laws. 


Programming[edit] 


All regional and networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including the national Heart Breakfast from 6.30am - 10am and Heart Drivetime for 
London from 4-7pm on weekdays. 


NewsS[edit] 


Global's London headquarters broadcasts hourly news bulletins 24 hours a day, 
including local news bulletins from 6am-7pm on weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends. 
During off peak hours, the hourly bulletins are networked, except during The Official Big 


Top 40. 


Presenters[edit] 


e Kelly Brook (Heart Drivetime, Saturday breakfast) 

e Emma Bunton (Sunday evening) 

e Rich Clarke (Saturday drivetime) 

e Jenni Falconer (Monday to Friday early breakfast, Sunday breakfast) 
e Zoe Hardman 

e Amanda Holden (Heart Breakfast) 

e Rochelle Humes (Saturday morning) 

e JK (Heart Drivetime, Saturday breakfast) 

e Lilah Parsons (Friday & Saturday late-nights) 

e Ellie Taylor (Sunday late-night) 

e Jamie Theakston (Heart Breakfast) 

e Sian Welby (Monday to Thursday evenings, Sunday morning) 


See also[edit] 


e Heart 
e Heart East 
e Heart South 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Chrysalis sells three radio stations 
2. * 1) 
3. ^ Jump up to: 4 Public File - London, heart.co.uk, 1 June 2019 
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Heart North East 


heart 


City 


Broadcast 


area 


Branding 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Transmitter 


coordinates 


Newcastle 


North East England 


This is Heart 
Turn up the Feel Good! 


FM: 101.8 MHz (Main) 
FM: 96.2 MHz (Fenham) 
FM: 96.4 MHz (Hexham) 
FM: 100.7 MHz (Teesside) 
DAB 


1 September 1994 (as Century Radio) 


Adult contemporary 


\54.8220°N 
1.7145°WCoordinates: ““54.8220°N 
1.7145°w 


Owner Global 


Sister stations Capital North East 


Smooth North East 


Heart Teesside 


Heart Tyne & Wear 


Heart North East is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcasts to North East England from studios in Newcastle. 


History[edit] 
Century Radio[edit] 


The former studios at Team Valley, Gateshead 


Century Radio was the first regional station for North East England and also was the first 
to use the Century brand, which followed a 'personality' format, mixing speech and 
music. The station was originally based beside the Tyne Bridge in Gateshead, before 
relocating to Team Valley in 2008 to share a building with GMG stations Smooth 

Radio and Rock Radio. The station was originally called Century Radio, before changing 
its name to Century FM and finally reverting to the original moniker in 2008. 


The station was set up by Border Television, with John Myers as managing 
director and John Simons as programme director. Myers presented the breakfast show 


under the pseudonym of John Morgan. The first song played on air was "A Star is Born" 
(also used to launch the North West's Century FM). 


A ‘listener's club' was formed, with parties at locations around the region attended by 
the station's presenters. The Jingling Gate in Stanley, County Durham was the most 
common location, but other events were held at the Stadium of Light and the Dolphin 
Centre in Darlington. 


Late-night phone-in presenter Mike ‘The Mouth' Elliott once caused controversy by 
walking out during his show. Elliot took an extended break after this controversy, during 
which time he appeared in the film Billy Elliot as boxing coach George Watson. He was 
also fired in January 2000 when bosses claimed that he was intoxicated on air. However, 
Elliott claims that he was "stoned out of his tree" on Benylin while trying to fight off a 
heavy cold. He was reemployed when Capital Radio took over the station. 


Ex-Metro Radio presenter Steve Colman's highly marketed introduction to the breakfast 
show was very unpopular, and he was sacked after just three weeks in August 1996. It 
was revealed that audiences had decreased rapidly, and businesses had threatened to 
pull their advertising. Colman is now with Smooth Radio. 


Jeff Stephenson replaced Myers as Managing Director, and John Caine replaced Simons. 
Simons left the station for talkSPORT, and Myers left Gateshead to concentrate on 
setting up 105.4 Century FM in Salford and relaunching 106 Century FM in Nottingham. 


Border sold the Century brand to GCap Media, and Myers left the group to head GMG 
Radio, where he set up the similar Real Radio network. Simons rejoined Myers to 
establish the Real and Smooth FM regional stations. In October 2006 GMG, Radio 
acquired the Century brand from GCap.[1] Paul Smith, a former BBC and commercial 
radio producer, then joined Century as Programme Controller, and Sales Director Debbie 
Bowman was promoted to Managing Director. Smith left the company after the current 
Programme Director Kevin Howard joined the company in September 2007. 


Real Radio[edit] 


On 18 December 2008 it was announced that Century Radio was to be re-branded 
as Real Radio on 30 March 2009.2 


The station has previously broadcast extensively on football, a passion in the north east, 
and had a particularly close relationship with both Newcastle United and Middlesbrough. 
The station began its association with the game with the 1994 launch of 'The Big Mal 
Football Phone-In' hosted by Teesside presenter and Boro fan Dave Roberts and 
flamboyant ex-manager Malcolm Allison. The station then signed an exclusive radio 
rights deal with Middlesbrough FC with Roberts and Allison joined by local BBC 
broadcaster Ali Brownlee and the resultant 'Roberts & Brownlee Show' was born - a 
radio show biased in its commentary style towards Middlesbrough, so much so that 
Roberts was attacked in his commentary position by a disgruntled Newcastle fan at half 
time during a Tyne Tees derby at St James's Park. 


Two famous ex-players for local sides, Malcolm Macdonald, who played for Newcastle 
United and Bernie Slaven, who played for Middlesbrough, presented the Legends 
Football Phone-in on weekday evenings, alongside ex-Sunderland player Eric Gates, and 
latterly, FA Cup Final 1973 winner Micky Horswill. Live match commentaries on 
Newcastle United and Sunderland matches aired until the end of the 2010-11 season. 

zı The Legends Football Phone In was dropped following the end of the 2011-12 season. 
“1 The phone-in later moved to Star Radio North East and several community radio 
stations but was axed within a year.& 


Heart[edit] 


On 25 June 2012, it was announced Global (the owner of stations such 

as Capital and Heart) had bought GMG Radio. The former GMG stations, including Real 
Radio, were placed under a hold separate company known as Real and Smooth Limited. 
(6][7] 


As of 5 November 2012, the station's local programming consisted of a daily breakfast 
and weekday drivetime shows from Newcastle with most non-peak output broadcast 
from Salford Quays." 


On 6 February 2014, Global announced it would be rebranding all Real Radio stations as 
Heart.™ Real Radio North East began a gradual transition to the Heart branding on 24 
March 2014. The Real Radio branding was phased out a month later ahead of a full 
relaunch as Heart North East on Tuesday 6 May 2014.22 Around the time of the rebrand, 
the station's audience share was 3.8% (as of June 2014). 


Gary Philipson and Lisa Shaw presented their final breakfast show in December 2014 
after almost five years at the station.“4 Justin Lockwood and Kelly Scott were promoted 
from the drivetime show and replaced the duo. Heart Gloucestershire presenter Tom 
Campbell joined inturn to takeover from Lockwood and Scott.22! 


In May 2015, Heart North East moved to new studios at new studios at Wellbar Central 
in Newcastle city centre,“ shared with sister station Capital North East and 
Communicorp-owned Smooth North East. 


In February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would replace Heart North East's local breakfast 
and weekend shows with networked programming from London.“ 


Breakfast presenters Justin Lockwood and Kelly Scott,222 alongside drivetime presenter 
Tom Campbell left the station in May 2019. 


As of 3 June 2019, the station's local output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ 
Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Newcastle studios from 
4-7pm on weekdays," presented by Emil Franchi. 


News[edit] 


Global's Newcastle newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins from 6 am to 

7 pm on weekdays and from 6 am to 12 pm at weekends - including two ten-minute 
weekday programmes, Heart Morning News at 6 am and Heart Nightly News at 6:45 pm 
- and headlines on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows.22 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Roger Kennedy e Dave Roberts 
e Ali Brownlee e Gary Rowell 


e Wes Butters e Ryan Seacrest 


e Rich Clarke e Bernie Slaven 
e Eric Gates e Graeme Smith 
e Micky Horswill e Kate Thornton”! 


e Malcolm Macdonald 
e Bobby Moncur 


e Jonathan Morrell 
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Heart North Wales 


heart 


City Wrexham 


Broadcast area North and Mid Wales 


Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency FM: 


88.0 MHz (Wrexham) 
102.0-107.0 MHz (North Wales) 
RDS: Heart 

DAB: 10D 


First air date 4 January 2011 


Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Communicorp 


Sister stations Capital Cymru, 


Capital North West and Wales 


Website Heart North Wales 


Heart North Wales is a local radio station owned by Communicorp and operated 
by Global Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcasts to North and Mid Wales from 
studios in Gwersyllt, near Wrexham." 


The new Heart North Wales station launched at 6am on Tuesday 6 May 2014, replacing 
the former Heart North West and Wales station. The rebrand coincided with the 
relaunch of Heart Wales - meaning a fully separate North and Mid Wales licence, 
effectively restoring a regional service to South and West Wales. 


History[edit] 


In December 2008, GMG Media was awarded an FM licence to launch a new Real Radio 
station serving North and Mid Wales. Initially, the company pledged to produce separate 
local programming and news bulletins for the region in addition to off-peak pan-Wales 
output. Following an agreed format change request, the existing service covering south 
and west Wales was instead expanded to form a national service with no opt-outs. Real 
Radio Wales began broadcasting to the area at 8am on Tuesday 4 January 2011. 


On 6 February 2014, Global Radio reached an agreement to sell the Northern licence for 
Real Radio Wales and seven other stations across the UK to Communicorp." The 
adjoining South and West Wales licence remains under Global's ownership. Under 
OFCOM rules, the sale required the then all-Wales station to be split into two with 
separate Heart stations launched under separate owners. 51 


The new Heart North Wales station launched at 6am on Tuesday 6 May 2014. The move 
coincided with the rebrand and relaunch of Heart's North West and 

Wales and Cymru stations as part of the Capital network. The Heart and Capital stations 
share facilities at Global's studios in Gwersyllt, near Wrexham. 


In February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would replace Heart North Wales' local breakfast 
and weekend shows with networked programming from London. #! 


As of 3 June 2019, the station's local output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 
Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast with Jamie Theakston and Amanda Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from the Wrexham studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays,“ presented by Oli Kemp and Megan Llyn.24 


News[edit] 


Global's Cardiff Bay and Wrexham newsrooms broadcast hourly regional news bulletins 
from 6am-7pm on weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends - including two ten-minute 
weekday programmes, Heart Morning News at 6am and Heart Nightly News at 6.45pm - 
and headlines on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows.22 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
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Heart North West 


heart 


City Manchester 


Broadcast North West England 


area 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency North West: 105.4 MHz 
North Lancashire, Furness 
Peninsula: 96.9 MHz 
Windermere, Ambleside, 
Grasmere: 102.3 MHz 
Kendal: 103.2 MHz / 
DAB: 11B Liverpool 


12A Lancashire 


11C Manchester 


First air 8 September 1998 

date 

Format Hot AC 

Owner Global 

Sister Capital Manchester and Lancashire, 
stations Smooth North West 

Website Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria 


Heart North West 


Heart North West is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcasts to North West England from studios in 
the Spinningfields area of Manchester city centre. 


Overview/[edit] 
Century Radio (1998-2009) [edit] 


The station opened as Century Radio on 8 September 1998 as the second Century 
station in the country (the first being Gateshead-based 100-102 Century Radio). Owned 
and operated by Border Television, Century was founded by managing director John 
Myers, who had also established the north east station. Like the first station, Myers also 
presented the breakfast show under the pseudonym John Morgan. 


The station's launch was the subject of an episode of a BBC Two fly-on-the-wall 
documentary Trouble at the Top, mainly following Myers. The episode, entitled "Degsy 
Rides Again", showed Myers' attempts to train lunchtime phone-in host Derek Hatton, a 
controversial local ex-politician who had never before presented on radio. Myers was 
not confident enough in Hatton for him to appear on pre-launch publicity, although his 
show "The Degsy Debate" performed well at the first RAJAR. Also amongst its launch 
presenters was controversial shock jock Scottie McClue.4 


The documentary also covered the station's acquisition of exclusive commentary rights 
for Manchester United F.C.'s games. They remained United's official radio partner for 
almost a decade until selling the rights to Xfm Manchester for the 2007-08 season. 


Myers left the group to head GMG Radio, overseeing the launch of the similar Real 
Radio brand. Capital Radio bought the Century network, and was subsequently acquired 
by GCap Media. GMG Radio acquired the Century stations in October 2006, reuniting 
Myers and John Simons (programme director on the original Gateshead station) with the 
brand. 


Real Radio (2009-2014) [edit] 


Century was re-branded as Real Radio on Monday 30 March 2009.4! 


On 15 October 2012, Real Radio announced the station would increase its amount of 
networked programming. Weekday daytime shows, from 10 am to 4 pm and presented 
by Darren Parks and Debbie Mac, were networked across all Real Radio stations on 
Monday 5 November 2012 with further networked shows introduced at the weekend. 


Heart (2014-) [edit] 


On 25 June 2012 it was announced Global (the owner of stations such 

as Capital and Heart) had bought GMG Radio. The former GMG stations, including Real 
Radio, continued to operate separately as 'Real and Smooth Limited’ until 1 April 2014.2 
[6] 


On 6 February 2014, Global announced it would be rebranding all Real Radio stations as 
Heart. Real Radio North West began a gradual transition to the Heart branding on 24 
March 2014 and phased out the Real Radio branding on Sunday 20 April 2014. On 1 May 
2014, local programming moved from Laser House in Salford to nearby Exchange Quay, 
sharing facilities with sister stations Capital Manchester and XFM Manchester. The full 
relaunch as Heart North West took place at 6 am on Tuesday 6 May 2014. 


On 12 June 2017, local programming moved from Salford to new studios at the XYZ 
building in the Spinningfields district of Manchester City Centre. Heart North West 
Shares facilities with sister station Capital Manchester and two Communicorp-owned 
stations, Smooth North West and XS Manchester. 


Consolidation (2019-)[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced sister station Heart North Lancashire & 
Cumbria would close and merge with Heart North West. 


On 3 June 2019, following further deregulation, local breakfast and weekend shows were 
replaced with network programming from London. Regional output was reduced to a 
three-hour drivetime show on weekdays, plus localised news bulletins, traffic updates 
and advertising. 


All four of Heart North West's presenters - including breakfast presenters Joel Ross and 
Lorna Bancroft - left the station. 
Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Manchester studios 
from 4-7pm on weekdays, presented by Adam Weighell.2221 


News[edit] 


Global's Manchester newsroom broadcasts hourly localised news bulletins from 0600- 
1900 on weekdays and from 0600-1200 at weekends - including two extended 12 
minutes weekday programmes, Heart Morning News (0600-0612) and Heart Nightly 
News (1845-1857) - plus headlines on the half hour during breakfast and drivetime 
shows. 


Separate bulletins are produced for the North West of England and the licence area 
previously served by Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria.“ 


Notable former presenters([edit] 


e Wes Butters e Lorna Bancroft 
e Rich Clarke e Russ Morris 
e Joel Ross e Ryan Seacrest 


e Graeme Smith 
e Kate Thornton”! 
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Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria 


heart 


City Lancaster 

Broadcast North Lancashire and South Cumbria 
area 

Slogan Turn up the Feel Good 

Frequency FM: 96.9, 102.3, 103.2 MHz 


First air date 1 March 1993 

Format Contemporary Hit Radio 
Owner Global 

Sister stations Smooth Lake District 


Website Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria 


Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria (formerly The Bay) was a local radio 
station owned and operated by Global Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcast 
to north Lancashire and south Cumbria from studios in Lancaster. 


History[edit] 
The Bay[edit] 


The station's original name, The Bay, derived from the sand banks of Morecambe Bay, 
above which the main 96.9 MHz transmitter is located. Relay transmitters are located 
near the Lake District towns of Windermere (102.3 MHz) and Kendal (103.2 MHz), near 
the A684. 


The station served a potential audience of around 292,000 people, including the key 
centres of Barrow-in-Furness, Lancaster, Morecambe and Kendal, where the service 
area overlaps with sister station Smooth Lake District. 


Under previous owners, The Bay was nominated for and won several industry awards, 
including the Station of the Year at the 2010 Arqiva Commercial Radio Awards," and 
more recently, Argiva's Breakfast Show of the Year in 2012.2 


Sale and rebrand[edit] 


On 20 November 2017, CN Group announced The Bay would be sold to Global along 
with sister station Lakeland Radio - the sale was finalised by 1 December 2017.® Global 
later announced The Bay would join the Heart network. 


The Bay's brand and programming was phased out during February 2018 and following 
a transition period, the station was relaunched as Heart North Lancashire and Cumbria 
at 6am on Monday 5 March 2018.4 


Closure[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced the station would be merged with Heart North 
West. From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime 
show on weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria's studios in Lancaster closed with operations moving 
to Manchester. Local breakfast and weekend shows were with network programming 
from London. The station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. 


See also[edit] 


O portal 


e Smooth Lake District 
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Heart Scotland 


heart 


City Glasgow 


Broadcast Central and Southern Scotland 


area 
Branding Scotland's Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency 100.3 MHz (Glasgow) 

101.1 MHz (Edinburgh) / 

DAB: 11D (Switch Digital Scotland) 
First air 16 September 1994 (Scot FM) 


date 8 January 2002 (Real Radio) 
6 May 2014 (Heart) 


Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Global 
Sister Capital Scotland Smooth Scotland Radio 


stations X LBC Gold Radio Network Capital 
Xtra Classic FM 


Website Heart Edinburgh 


Heart Glasgow 


Heart Scotland is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as part 
of the Heart network. The station relaunched as Heart on Tuesday 6 May 2014, 
21 serving Central and Southern Scotland from studios in Glasgow city centre. 


Heart Scotland originally broadcast as Scot FM until 2001, when Guardian Media 
Group bought the station, leading to a relaunch as Real Radio Scotland. Global 
Radio acquired GMG Radio on 25 June 2012, but operated Real Radio in a "hold 
separate" situation known as Real and Smooth Ltd, which ended on 1 April 2014." 


History[edit] 


Scot FM[edit] 
Main article: Scot FM 


In September 1994, Scot FM began broadcasting a regional 24-hour service to Central 
Scotland from studios in the Leith district of Edinburgh. Originally billed pre-launch as a 
relatively highbrow and primarily speech-based station, the station went through 
numerous format changes, financial difficulties and mixed ratings fortunes. In June 
2001, the Guardian Media Group acquired Scot FM from previous owners, the Wireless 
Group, for £25.5 million. 


Real Radio[edit] 


100-101fm 


Original Real Radio logo 


Shortly afterwards, a major overhaul of the station was announced including an on-air 
rebrand, a move to new Studios at Ballieston near Glasgow, a revamped programming 
line-up and a strengthened round-the-clock news service. Rea/ Radio Scotland began 
broadcasting at 8am on Tuesday 8 January 2002 with breakfast presenter Robin 
Galloway introducing the first song to be played, A Star is Born. 


Within a year of its launch, the station reached a record weekly audience of 614,000 
listeners, and by 2004, further increased its audience to 688,000, placing Real Radio 
as the most listened to station in Scotland.“ By 2007, the station's audience share 
reached a record 31% ™ - but fell by around 10% a year later.2% 


Under the Real Radio brand, the station held various charity events and campaigns 
since its launch, including a reality challenge called The Real Sleeopver,“4 and the 


annual Bring £1 to Work Day, both in aid of the Children's Hospice Association Scotland. 


12][13 


In 2006, Real Radio Scotland attempted to increase its coverage area by applying!# for 
the new FM licence for Aberdeen & Aberdeenshire, but lost out to Original 106. During 
the summer of 2008, the station introduced networked programming» including 
evening & overnight output from Manchester and a Saturday morning show hosted 

by Chris Tarrant.* Listeners' complaints led to the return of local night time output a 
few months later. The networked output was reintroduced during the summer of 2011. 


From August 2006 to June 2009, the Irish-based sports broadcaster Setanta 

Sports simulcast Real Radio's weeknight football phone-in live twice a week on Setanta 
Sports 1.24 The station also carried live commentaries for some of the Scottish national 
team's matches! and eight SPL games during the season, „%4 alongside broadcast a 
Scottish football phone-in on weekday evenings and Saturday afternoons, until sports 
coverage outside news bulletins was dropped at the end of the 2011-12 season, 211221 


Robin Galloway left Real Radio in November 2010, shortly after an incident in which his 
producer ran in the nude past Labour Party leader Ed Miliband while he was being 
interviewed - despite Miliband defending them.22 After RAJAR reported a decline in 
listenership figirues, Galloway commented the halcyon days for the brand are very 
much in the past now.241 


By March 2014, the station's audience share had dropped further to 7.7%, down sharply 
from an 11.3% share recorded in December 2010.22 Around the time of the rebrand to 
Heart, the share had slipped to 6% with an audience of 421,000 listeners - at the time, 
the station's all-time lowest RAJAR figures. The station has managed to recover slightly, 
increasing it share back to 7.4%, !stationneeded! 


Global Radio[edit] 


On 25 June 2012, it was announced Global Radio (the owner of stations such 

as Capital, Smooth Radio and Heart) had bought GMG Radio. The former GMG stations, 
including Real Radio, were placed under a hold separate company known as Real and 
Smooth Limited. esez 


As of 5 November 2012, Real Radio's local programming has consisted of daily 
breakfast and weekday drivetime shows from Glasgow, with most non-peak output 
broadcast from Salford Quays. 2212211301 


On 6 February 2014, Global Radio announced it would be rebranding all Real Radio 
stations as Heart.24 Real Radio Scotland began a gradual transition to the Heart 
branding on 24 March 2014 and phased out the Real Radio branding on Sunday 20 April 
2014. The full relaunch as Heart Scotland took place on Tuesday 6 May 2014.84 


Although the station managed to increase its audience towards the end of 2014, its 
share had dropped even further to 5.9% by the following March before dropping to the 
station's all-time lowest RAJAR figures (at the time) of 4.8%." By September 2016, its 
audience share had recovered to 6.7%, but fell back to 4.8% a year later.22 In 
December 2018 the audience share reached an all time low with 4.5% 2&4 


In November 2016, Heart Scotland and its sister station Smooth Glasgow moved from 
its former studios at Ballieston in the east end of Glasgow to Global's new Scottish 
headquarters at West Regent Street in the city centre.24 


In February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would replace Heart Scotland's local breakfast 
and weekend shows with networked programming from London. 


As of 3 June 2019, the station's local output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.2% Four of the 
station's local presenters, including breakfast presenters Robin Galloway and Adele 
Cunningham, left the station.“ 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Heart's Glasgow studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays,“ presented by Des Clarke.“2! and Jennifer Reoch.2! 


News[edit] 


Heart Scotland broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins, produced by Global's Scottish 
newsroom in Glasgow, from 6am-7pm on weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends - 
including a six-minute bulletin, Heart Morning News, at 6am and a 12-minute 
programme, Heart Nightly News, at 6.45pm - and headlines on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows.“4 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
The Glasgow newsroom also produces bulletins for Capital Scotland (owned by 
Communicorp) and Smooth Glasgow. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Nick Abbot (now at LBC) e Derek Johnstone (7 

e Colin McAllister and Justin Ryan e Cat Cubie 

e Ewen Cameron“! (now at Bauer City 1 Scotland and Bauer City 2 e Ryan Seacrest (cor 
Scotland) e Graeme Smith (no\ 


e Alan Rough (now at Central FM) 
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Scot FM 


City Leith, Edinburgh 


Broadcast area Central and Southern Scotland 


Frequency 100.3 MHz (Glasgow) 
101.1 MHz (Edinburgh) 


First air date 16 September 1994 - 
7 January 2002 


Owner Grampian Television (1994-96) 
Border Television (1994-95) 
Independent Radio Group (1996-99) 
The Wireless Group (1999-2001) 


Scot FM was a regional radio station serving Central and Southern Scotland. Broadcast 
from studios at Albert Quay in Leith, the station was billed as radio for Scotland's 
thinking classes but was unable to create a clear identity for itself, while changing its 
format to focus on more populist content, including less speech and more music. ™ The 
station was relaunched as Real Radio Scotland in January 2002 following a buyout 

by GMG Radio. Real Radio has since been succeeded by Heart Scotland. 


History[edit] 
Origins[edit] 


In early 1993, the Radio Authority invited applicants to bid for a new regional FM licence 
covering Central Scotland and serving a potential audience of 3.3 million listeners. 
Seven groups contested the franchise: 


e Central Scotland Radio, a speech-based station backed 
by Border and Grampian television companies 
e Radio Six, led by Tony Currie with a 24-hour news and speech station 
e Central Scotland Broadcasting Ltd with an easy listening and information service 
e A company with Celtic/rock 
e A company with contemporary rock 
e A company with country music 
e A company with Christian-based programming 


Central Scotland Radio was named as the preferred bidder on 10 December 1993. The 
Radio Authority argued that the station would extend listeners choice and could 
demonstrate financial stability and professional qualifications appropriate to launching 
and maintaining the service during its eight-year licence period. The company's 
founding chairman, Sir David Steel (a non-executive director of Border Television), 
pledged the majority of its programming would be a unique Scottish view of Britain, the 
world, and Central Scotland's place in it. We will be primarily a talk station with news, 
travel information, and weather reports. Sport, politics, and the arts will be covered and 
listeners will be heavily involved through regular phone-ins. There was some 
disagreement and even questioning of the decision to let two television companies 
already running regional ITV franchises operate the new licence. 


1994 - 1996[edit] 


Scot FM began broadcasting on Friday 16 September 1994, after two weeks of test 
transmissions.“ Problems arose even before the station went on air - none of the 
thirteen presenters listed in its original application schedule had remained with the 
company and its target of 50% quality speech output at peak times could not be 
achieved. The station's news service was contracted out to Reuters Radio,® leading to 
some confusion over how a station promising a unique Scottish view of Britain was 
carrying most of its news bulletins from an agency producing syndicated bulletins in 
London. .& 


Complaints about the station began to appear in the press.“ Meanwhile, Scot FM 
management went back to the Radio Authority four times to seek permission to reduce 
its speech obligations within the licensed format. The station itself had limited music 
resources with around 1000 tracks on its playout systems, leading to some members of 
staff reportedly visiting local music shops to buy CDs of artists who were appearing as 
guests on the station. .“ The first official RAJAR figures released in early 1995 revealed 
that the station had a weekly audience of 8%, far short of the target 13% 

share, @ making it one of the least successful UK radio stations in terms of audience 
share. Within seven months of the station going on air, five different presenters had 
hosted Scot FM's breakfast show and a programme controller had left owing to ill 
health. 2% 


A major revamp of the station took place shortly afterwards with the entire presenting 
team being replaced## by new signings including Alison Craig, Robin 


Galloway and Scottie McClue. Despite the new presenting line-up and a reported 
improvement in weekly listening figures to 350,000, complaints regarding format and 
regulatory problems led to another shake-up at management level.”2! 131 The station 
replaced its syndicated Reuters Radio news bulletins with an in-house service, although 
this had limited resources and was reportedly under-staffed with inexperienced young 
journalists who were even forced to travel by bus to help cut costs.24 In May 1995, 
Border Television pulled out of the company and sold its stake to Grampian, which 
became the sole owner of Scot FM." 


In another attempt to improve its fortunes, Scot FM brought exclusive rights to carry 
live Scottish Football League match commentaries for £155,000 a year. This caused 
even further problems when Northsound (official broadcast partner with Aberdeen F.C.) 
complained as Scot FM did not cover the Aberdeen area.24 


After two years in the role, Scot FM's managing director Tom Hunter resigned, another 
programme controller became ill with stress, and most of the presenting line-up 
departed. In 1996, Scot FM reported losses of around £1 million.2# 


1996 - 2000[edit] 


In July 1996, Grampian sold Scot FM to the Independent Radio Group for £5.25 million,2” 


The new owners aimed to make Scot FM profitable by 1998 and boost listening figures 
further by using the regional franchise to its advantage. Two months after the sale, 
Norman Quirk became Scot FM's managing director22 with Jeff Graham as programme 
controller,24 


The station lost two of its presenters in 1997 - Scottie McClue left in January when 
contract negotiations broke down22 while Robin Galloway quit in March after a fallout 
with Jeff Graham. Both departures and those of several staff, who disagreed with 
Graham over a schedule revamp, led to a drop in listening figures,22 with half of its 
audience share disappearing - Scot FM had been reaching 16% of the population in the 
east and 14% in the west. IRG Chief Executive Michael Connolly claimed the station's 
new schedule was starting to regain lost listeners, while speaking of a three-year plan to 
turn its fortunes around.” 


By the end of 1997, Jeff Graham was replaced by John Collins,22 prompting another 
programming revamp and the arrival of more new presenters, including Gary Marshall 
(breakfast), Dougie Jackson (mid-mornings) and Donny Hughes (drivetime). A revamp of 
news operations? saw Glenn Campbell become Scot FM's Head of News, presenting a 
daily 90-minute news magazine programme Lunchtime Live, which went on to win a 
silver Sony award in 1999 and a nomination at the New York Radio Awards. Robin 
Galloway also returned to Scot FM in March 1999, presenting a Sunday lunchtime show 
from his home studio in Manchester. 28 


Scot FM's owners IRG were brought by the Wireless Group in October 1999 for £21 
million.22 By this time, the station was still loss making, prompting the company to sell 
off Scot FM. After rejecting bids from Chrysalis and Scottish Radio Holdings (SRH offered 
£29m but rejected due to competition commission issues), the Guardian Media 

Group brought the station for £25.5 million in June 2001 - a sale which, at 13 times the 
annual revenue of Scot FM, allowed the station to clear its debts quickly. 


Analysts were surprised that TWG sold Scot FM, widely regarded as one of its best 
assets, rather than disposing of some of its 18 smaller stations. 2% 


John Myers, chief executive of GMG Radio said: The problem with Scot FM is that it has 
changed owners faster than I've changed coats. It was badly launched. They gave an 


impression that they were going to do Radio 4 type speech and then they went and 
hired Scottie McClue. For the first time, Scot FM will have an owner that might actually 
give Scottish Radio Holdings a run for their money. 


Following the acquisition, GMG Radio relaunched and rebranded the station as Real 
Radio Scotland at 8am on Tuesday 8 January 2002. The station was latterly sold 
onto Global Radio in 2014, prompting a further relaunch as Heart Scotland in May 2014. 


Advertising[edit] 


Scot FM broadcast separate commercial breaks on both its Glasgow and Edinburgh 
frequencies (100.3 FM in the West and 101.1 FM in the East). 


Presenters[edit] 
Original line up[edit] 


(from September 1994 - January 1995) 


e lain Agnew 

e Bruce Findlay 

e Brian Ford 

e Gordon Haig 

e Kenny Hutchinson 
e Simon Lumsden 


Other presenters[edit] 
e BigAl 

e Glenn Campbell 

e = Mhairi-Ann Corrigall 
e jay Crawford 

e Jenny Farrish 

e Robin Galloway 

e Neil Henderson 

e Alex Horsburgh 

e Donny Hughes 

e Steve Jack 

e Dougie Jackson 

e Dave Johanssen 
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Heart South 


heart 


City Fareham, Hampshire 


Broadcast South East England 


area 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency Kent: 95.9, 96.1, 97, 102.8, 103.1 MHz 
Hampshire and Dorset: 96.7, 97.5, 102.3 
MHz 
Sussex and Surrey: 96.9, 97.5, 102, 102.4, 
102.7, 103.5 MHz 
Thames Valley: 97, 97.4, 102.6, 102.9, 
103.4 MHz 
DAB 


RDS: Heart__ 
Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Global 


Sister Capital South 


stations 


Website Heart 


Heart South is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcasts to the south and south east of England from studios 
in Fareham, Hampshire. 


The station launched on 3 June 2019 as a result of a merger between four sister stations 
in Hampshire and Dorset, Kent, Sussex and Surrey and the Thames Valley. 


History[edit] 


Under relaxed OFCOM requirements for local content on commercial radio, Heart South 
is permitted to share all programmes between seven licences located in the ITV 
Meridian broadcast region. 


Previously, these licences broadcast as separate stations: 


e Radio 210 began broadcasting from Reading in March 1976, serving Berkshire and 
north Hampshire. 

e 2CR - Two Counties Radio began broadcasting from Bournemouth in September 
1980, serving east Dorset and west Hampshire. 

e Southern Sound began broadcasting from Portslade, near Brighton, in August 1983, 
serving East Sussex and parts of West Sussex. 

e Invicta Radio began broadcasting to Kent in October 1984, initially from studios 
in Canterbury and Maidstone, before moving to Whitstable in 1991. Over the years, 
the station provided opt-out programming for the East and West of the county - at 
one point, extending to separate breakfast shows for Ashford and Thanet. 

e Radio Mercury began broadcasting from Crawley in October 1984, serving 
east Surrey and north Sussex. 

e Ocean Sound began broadcasting to south Hampshire, West Sussex and the Isle of 
Wight in October 1986, after taking over the licence previously held by Radio 
Victory. Initially providing separate programming for the East and West of the area, 
it also ran a split service for the Winchester area called The Light FM. 

e Fox FM began broadcasting to Oxfordshire in September 1989. 


Ocean Sound's West service was split off into Power FM in December 1988 - with the 
parent service, later known was Ocean FM continuing for the East and North areas. 


In 1992, Ocean merged with Southern Sound (latterly Southern FM) to form 

the Southern Radio Group with the two stations largely sharing output. The company 
went onto purchase Invicta Radio in 1992, before being brought by Capital Radio plc in 
1994. 


By 2005, all seven stations entered common ownership when GWR Group merged with 
Capital to form GCap Media, which in turn was taken over by Global in 2008. 


In 2009, six of the stations were rebranded as part of a rollout of the Heart network 
across 29 local radio stations owned by Global. Fox FM and 2-Ten FM relaunched in 


March, followed by 2CR, Invicta, Ocean FM, Southern FM. By this point, local 
programming had been reduced to ten hours on weekdays and four hours at weekends. 


During the summer of 2010, Global merged six of the stations into three - with Mercury 
FM joining the Heart network as a result: 


e Heart Solent - formed from the Dorset and Hampshire stations, broadcasting 
from Fareham 

e Heart Sussex and Surrey - formed from Mercury FM and Heart's Sussex station, 
broadcasting from Portslade 

e Heart Thames Valley - formed from the Berkshire and Oxfordshire stations, 
broadcasting from Reading 


Heart Kent retained its local programming - but across all stations, local output was 
further cut to seven hours on weekdays. Localised news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising continued to air as opt-outs. 


On 26 February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would merge the four stations in the South and 
South East into one. 


As of 3 June 2019, regional programming consists of three hours on weekdays, 
alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ Local breakfast and 
weekend shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Global's studio centres in Portslade, Reading and Whitstable were closed, although local 
newsgathering and sales staff were retained.“ Across the four stations, fourteen local 
presenters left the Heart network. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Fareham studios from 
4-7pm on weekdays, presented by Rich Clarke, 


News[edit] 


Heart South broadcasts hourly local news bulletins from 6am-7pm on weekdays and 
6am-12pm at weekends.” Separate bulletins are produced for the licence areas 
previously served by Heart's stations in Berkshire, Dorset, Hampshire, Kent, 
Oxfordshire, Sussex and Surrey. 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
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“Invicta Radio" redirects here. For the 1960s London pirate station, see Radio Invicta 
(London Pirate Station). For the 1960s Whitstable offshore pirate station, see Radio 390. 


Heart Kent 
heart 
City Whitstable 
Broadcast Kent 
area 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 95.9, 96.1, 97.0, 102.8 and 103.1 MHz, 
DAB 


First air date 1 October 1984 


Owner Global 


Website www.heartkent.co.uk 


Heart Kent (previously Invicta FM) was a local radio station owned and operated 
by Global Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcast to Kent from studios at John 
Wilson Business Park in Whitstable. 


History[edit] 
Invicta in the 80s[edit] 


Originally, Kent was to be covered by two companies - Northdown Radio and Network 
East Kent ™ - but the station went on air as a Kent-wide service called Invicta Sound at 
6 am on 1 October 1984. The first few seconds of broadcasting were marred by a sound 
mix up which meant that Magnus's discussions with his production team were broadcast 
to the county. 


The station output was described as "Radio 2 cum Radio 4", featuring a mix of middle- 
of-the-road music coupled with a prominent news schedule where a news bulletin would 
last at least nine minutes. 


The managing director of the company Cecilia Garnett was sacked after the first few 
mo nth Ss. [citation needed] 


The station was relaunched as Invicta Radio in spring 1985. 


The company's studios were based in an old warehouse and later nightclub, The Works, 
at 15 Station Road East in Canterbury, with a second, smaller base at 37 Earl Street 

in Maidstone. Originally, presenters generally had the option of choosing where to 
present their show from, depending on where they lived. Plus, in the Invicta Sound days, 
there was some separate programming for East and West Kent, including dedicated 
Drivetime shows for each half of the county. Some specialist shows could only be heard 
by one half of the county, including a classical music show and a programme aimed at 
children, called "Kid's Stuff". 


In 1985, a general reorganisation of radio frequencies in Britain forced Invicta into 
changing a number of them: 


e 103.8 MHz (West Kent) became 103.1 MHz 

e 95.1 MHz (East Kent) became 102.8 MHz 

e 96.3 MHz (Ashford) became 96.1 MHz 

e 95.9 MHz (Thanet) and 97.0 MHz (Folkestone and Dover) remained unchanged. 


The lack of a single high-powered frequency for the east of the county was because of 
international frequency clearance problems due to the proximity to France across 

the English Channel. Instead three low-powered transmitters were installed in Ashford, 
Folkestone/Dover and Thanet. This problem did not affect BBC national and local radio, 
which use a single high-powered site at Swingate, near Dover. 


A few years after the rebranding of the station to Invicta Radio, the station became 
known as Invicta FM. Soon after, separate breakfast shows started to be broadcast to 
the following areas: 


e East Kent / West Kent (from 15 Station Road East, Canterbury, and later 
from Whitstable) 

e Ashford (initially from the Ashford International Hotel, Ashford, then from 
Canterbury, and later from Whitstable) 


e Thanet (from 15 Station Road East, Canterbury, and later from Whitstable) 
Station split - the early years[edit] 


As required by the Home Office to end simulcasting on FM and AM, in March 1989, 
Invicta Radio became Invicta FM and a sister station, Coast AM began broadcasting 
on Invicta's AM frequencies. Whilst the company name remained Invicta Sound plc, the 
expanding operation started to become known as the Invicta Radio Group. 


Coast AM was an AOR/soft rock station under the leadership of ex-Capital Producer/D} 
Kerry Juby with music programmed by Paul Stafford (Head of Music and "Living on Rock" 
presenter, 7 - 11 pm weekdays). Eammon Kelly was the station's first breakfast host. A 
few months after the launch, Coast AM was renamed "Coast Classics". (Although the 
jingles sang "Coast Classic"). The service began playing more ‘oldies' and by 1990 it 
became a fully fledged 'Golden Oldies' station. Throughout this period, Coast was a 24- 
hour live local station, but in 1991 it started taking a "sustaining service" from Chiltern 
Radio Group's expanding AM 'Gold' service, SuperGold. As a result of this change, the 
station was renamed Invicta Supergold. This helped as research had shown that 
listeners never fully got used to the station's name, many still calling it Invicta. A near- 
identical set of jingles from JAM were re-sung with the station's new name, and there 
were no major schedule changes. However, just before this change took place, and for 
most of Summer 1991, presenters at the station were instructed to call the station 
"Coast Classics Invicta Supergold" on air, to enable listeners to get used to the change. 
It became a highly popular station and once achieved a 17% reach in a JICRAR survey; 
some say much to the disgust of its Southern Radio bosses who, it has been said, 
preferred their AM stations to hover around the 9% mark. It too lost its identity in 1998 
when it became Capital Gold. As Invicta Supergold, the station performed very well and 
became home to ex Invicta FM presenters such as ex-breakfast presenter Johnny Lewis. 


Invicta in the 90S[edit] 


In 1991, controversy was sparked as one of the famous DJs, Chris Ryder (aka Caesar 
the Boogieman), was sacked over criminal charges related to theft from charity. He 
was ultimately found not guilty on these charges, but was convicted of intent to 
defraud“! 


Also in 1991, the Maidstone studios and offices closed and a few months later, the 
entire company moved to a brand new, larger, building just outside Whitstable. This was 
due to the company getting too big for its Canterbury home having started to expand 
its radio operations beyond Kent. By now it had acquired a radio station 

in Frinton, Essex called Mellow 1557 (now known as Dream 100), as well as a stake ina 
radio station in Boulogne-sur-Mer, France, which it had relaunched as Continental 
Invicta FM. Some of Invicta FM's jingles were resung as "Continental FM" and voice 
overs appeared on the station by Invicta presenter Tim Stewart. 


Shortly after moving to its current base, the station was acquired by Southern Radio 
plc which, in turn, was acquired by Capital Radio plc in May 1994. Mellow 1557 was 
sold by Southern Radio plc a few months after it took control of the Invicta Radio Group. 


New rival commercial stations in the late 1990s were awarded licences in Kent by the 
Radio Authority. These were TLR (Thanet), Medway FM (Medway Towns), Neptune 
Radio (Shepway and Dover), CTFM (Canterbury and district) and KFM (Tonbridge and 
Sevenoaks). These new stations mainly adopted a much larger playlist of songs and, 
despite some major audiences successes (mainly Thanet) they gradually put extra 
pressure on Invicta's advertising revenue. Most of the stations also employed many 


familiar ex-Invicta presenters. These stations are all now known as KMFM following 
buyouts by the KM Group. 


Station split - the later years[edit] 
See also: Capital Gold 


When Chiltern closed its SuperGold sustaining service, Invicta FM and Invicta Supergold 
began sharing a single programme overnight. It retained its own separate identity by 
the use of split FM/AM jingles and an hourly out-of-news separate pre-recorded weather 
forecast, read over the respective station's weather jingle. However, the presenter 
simply called it "Invicta" elsewhere in the hour. This usually ran from midnight or 1 am 
until 6 am, although the later launch of an "early breakfast" programme on Invicta FM 
meant the overnight presenter would do the last hour on Supergold only. 


Invicta Supergold closed down May 1998, to be replaced by the mainly 

networked Capital Gold. The change happened with no promotion, save for a handful of 
promos scheduled to run over the weekend prior to the Monday launch. A local 
Drivetime show was retained, presented initially by Mike Peters, then Peter Fielding. 
This was ahead of the roll out of Capital Gold across other AM stations owned by the 
company; the Kent site acted as a test station, chosen in part because of its close 
proximity to Capital Gold in London, to ensure syndication worked, and to iron out any 
problems. Another change that occurred at the launch of Capital Gold in Kent is that for 
the first time, advertising was no longer split with different ads in the east and west of 
the county, as had been the case since 1984 - all ads now broadcast on the station are 
heard on both of the station's frequencies. 


By September, Capital Gold could also be heard in Birmingham, Sussex, Hampshire and, 
not long after, South Wales. A while later, the decision was taken to network the 
Drivetime show (presented by Tony Blackburn and instead local breakfast shows would 
be broadcast on each of the local Capital Gold services. Kent's local opt-out show was 
then presented by Tim Stewart, who moved over from Invicta FM. 


Ex-Radio 1 DJ Adrian John took over the Kent breakfast show in 2000. 


A local breakfast show survived until August 2007, when Capital Gold owners GCap 
Media purchased the Classic Gold stations from UBC. Ofcom agreed a proposal to move 
the four-hour local opt-out from breakfast to afternoons. Kent's breakfast show host by 
now was Neil Winfield who left the station and ex-Invicta jock Russ Lowe came in to 
present the 12-4 slot on weekdays. It was, and remains, pre-recorded ('voicetracked') 
and 'music heavy’. As it is recorded especially for the Kent audience of the now- 
renamed Gold; station, it is able to include occasional Kent information and other 
references to the county. Local news and travel remains in the Breakfast and Drivetime 
programmes, and local commercials are broadcast 24 hours a day. All other output is 
produced at the Gold studios at Leicester Square in London. 


Invicta in the 00S[edit] 


Capital Radio plc and GWR Group plc merged in 2005 and on 1 May that year, the newly 
enlarged group was renamed GCap Media plc. The first effects of the GCap merger were 
felt by Invicta FM soon afterwards. New boss Craig Boddy, assisted by GCap 
management (Hugh Murray and regional programme boss Peter Sinclair), undertook a 
radical restructure of the station in September 2005, in response to falling listening 
figures and mounting overheads. Boddy changed Invicta from the style influenced by 
nearby Capital FM, to one which roughly resembled the old Mix Network. Invicta was 
possibly the last local radio station owned by the company (outside London) to be live 


and local 24/7*, escaping overnight networking and voicetracking at times when Capital 
Radio-owned stablemates like Ocean, Southern and Power succumbed to one or the 
other. 


(*Excluding the short-lived Steve Penk late night show heard across the Capital FM 
network, a Sunday afternoon show presented by Cat Deeley and Edith Bowman, and the 
weekly chart show, currently known as 'The Big Top 40 Show’) 


The new relaunched Invicta carried the first of the GWR straplines 'The best mix of the 
80s, 90s and today' from Monday 19 September 2005. The second strapline 'Today's 
Best Mix', was introduced on Bank Holiday Monday 28 August 2006. 


In May 2008, both Craig Boddy and Regional Programme Director Peter Sinclair left and 
in July 2008 former Invicta FM and KMFM Programme Controller Mike Osborne was 
appointed to the newly created role of Programme Director 


On 30 June 2008, following the relaxation of OFCOM regulations on networking, the new 
owners of GCap Media, Global Radio, cut minimum local programming to ten hours on 
weekdays (from 6 to 10 am and 1 to 7 pm) and four hours on Saturdays & Sundays 
(from 8 am to 12 pm). The changes signalled the end of some long-running programmes 
including Party Invicta and an increase in networked output, including the mid-morning 
show with Philippa Collins (aired from 10 am to 1 pm). Andy Walker presented the local 
1 pm - 4 pm show until December 2008 when he was replaced by ex night time 
presenter Stephen Sullivan with Neil Kefford hosting the 4 pm - 7 pm slot. In common 
with most of its sister stations, a lot of modern music and rocky/edgey music had by 
now been dropped by Invicta, in favour of a slightly and bigger concentration of older 
music, as far back to the late 1970s in a few cases and up to three 1980s songs an 
hour; sounding a bit like a younger version of another Global Radio station, Heart. All 
stations affected now shared the same playlist (e.g. Invicta FM played the same songs 
in the same order as sister station Essex FM). The strapline also mirrored Heart's - More 
Music Variety - as did the name of the now renamed ‘guess the year' feature, The Time 
Tunnel. 


"Heart is coming", 2009[edit] 


In September 2008, it was reported that Invicta, along with 28 other local radio stations, 
would be renamed as "Heart" with local programming reduced to Breakfast and 
Drivetime shows on weekdays and a four-hour show on Saturdays and Sundays. Whilst 
the station was still known on air as Invicta FM, airtime on the station was sold 
nationally as part of the Heart Network. 


The station was amongst the final phase of stations to be rebranded, becoming Heart on 
22 June 2009. Two months before the rebrand, the station was referred to as "The Heart 
of Kent". Two weeks before the rebrand, all references to the Invicta FM name were 
removed, and trailers advertising "Heart is coming" were played after every song. This 
changed to "Heart is here" following the rebrand. 


Heart network programming is overseen by group programme director of the Heart 
network, Luis Clark, who was programme director of Invicta FM between 1999 and 
2000. 


Closure[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global confirmed Heart Kent would be merged with sister stations 
in the south and south east of England by the end of the year. 


Under relaxed OFCOM requirements for local content, the station is allowed to share all 
programmes with another six licences located in the ITV Meridian region, which 
previously broadcast under three Heart stations (Solent, Sussex and Surrey and Thames 
Valley).4 


As of June 2019, regional output on the merged ‘Heart South' station consists of a three- 
hour Drivetime show on weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising. Heart Kent's Whitstable studios closed with operations moving to studios 
at Fareham, Hampshire. Local breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with 
network programming from London. 


Heart Kent ceased local broadcasting at 7pm on 31 May 2019. Heart South began 
broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019. 


Breakfast shows over the years[edit] 


For some time the station ran four breakfast shows from Whitstable - Invicta Supergold, 
Invicta FM (102.8 and 103.1 and in Dover on 97.0) Invicta FM Ashford (96.1) and Invicta 
FM Thanet (95.9). The different programmes all took the same news and sports bulletins 
but had different presenters. 


The split FM breakfast was discontinued with the launch of The Invicta FM Morning 
Zoo in 1995. The Morning Zoo was the brainchild of then programme controller Sandy 
Beec h : [citation needed] 


For atime, commercial breaks continued to be split four ways on Invicta FM, with East, 
West, Thanet and Ashford as sub-regions. 


The Morning Zoo was a fixture of the Invicta FM schedule for many years. Neil Francis 
was the initial lead presenter of the show until 2000 - he was later partnered with Sam 
Hughes (known on air simply as 'Sam'). He was also joined by Mark Fox( Mark Anthony) 
in the flying eye. 


From 2000, James Heming was the lead presenter of the Morning Zoo following the 
departure of Neil Francis. The last Morning Zoo was broadcast on Friday 22 December 
2006. The breakfast show was rebranded "James and Ali in the morning" at the 
beginning of 2007. 


From May 2008, it was known as "James Heming in the morning", following Ali Wheeler's 
departure from the station to have her first child. From November 2008 to December 
2010, James had a new co host - Gemma Shepherd - and the show became known as 
"Invicta FM Breakfast with James and Gemma" and subsequently as "Heart Breakfast 
with James and Gemma". 


James gained Charlie O'Brien as his new co host on 21 January, and their new show 
started on 24 January 2011. O'Brien left Heart on Christmas Eve 2014 and was replaced 
by Becky Ives. Both Hemming and Ives left Heart Kent on 24 May 2019, one week 
before the station ceased all local programming. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 
Local presenters[edit] 


e Andy Archer e Kerry Juby (Deceas 
e Bam Bam (later at Galaxy 105, then Kiss 100 and Capital 95.8 now Sam FM e Johnny Lewis (went 
South Coast) (Thanet) & Radio C 


e Paddy Bunce (now producer of The Big Top 40 Show) e Pete Tong (now at 


Dave Cash(deceased) (later at BBC Radio Kent) 

Roger Day (later at BBC Radio Kent) 

Don Durbridge (deceased)(previously at BBC Radio 1, later at BBC Radio 
Kent) 

Rick Edwards (later at Heart Torbay), now on BBC Radio Devon 

Caroline Feraday (later LBC 97.3, and BBC South East Today) 

Nino Firetto later Super Channel, later Exeter FM 

Nigel Harris (formerly at KMFM Shepway and White Cliffs Country) Currently 
at Radio Caroline 


Networked presenters[edit] 


Edith Bowman (presented ‘Cat and Edith's Hit Music Sunday’) 

Rich Clarke (co-hosted ‘The Vodafone Big Top 40' (syndicated), now at Heart Solent) 
Cat Deeley (presented 'Cat and Edith's Hit Music Sunday’) 

Jason Donovan (presented A// 80's) 

Caroline Flack (formerly presented Sunday mornings on Heart) 

Zoe Hardman (formerly presented weekday overnights) 

Ben Jones (presented overnights, now at BBC 3CR 

Gethin Jones (formerly presented Sunday mornings on Heart) 

Myleene Klass (formerly hosted networked Sunday evening show) with Matt Brown 
Dannii Minogue (cover presenter on 'hit40uk') 

Stephen Mulhern 

Steve Penk (presented a late-night show across the Capital FM Network) 

Neil '‘Roberto' Williams (now with Heart 80's) 

Emma Willis 

Mark Wright (formerly presented C/ub Classics on Friday and Saturday) 
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Heart Solent 


heart 


City Fareham, (Segensworth) 


Broadcast South and West Hampshire, South and 


area East Dorset, West Sussex and Isle of Wight 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 96.7, 97.5 & 102.3 MHz 
220.352(11C) & 218.64(11B) MHz 


First air 30 July 2010 (Regional) 


date 

Format Adult Contemporary 
ERP 450W 850W 2kW 
Owner Global 


Website Heart Solent 


Heart Solent was a local radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcast to southern and western parts of Hampshire, West 
Sussex, Dorset and Isle of Wight. 


The station launched on 30 July 2010 as a result of a merger between Heart 
Hampshire (formerly Ocean Sound) and Heart Dorset & New Forest (formerly 2CR). 


History[edit] 
Further information: Heart Hampshire and Heart Dorset & New Forest 


The regional station originally broadcast as two separate stations - Two Counties Radio 
(2CR) began broadcasting to East Dorset and West Hampshire in September 1980. 
Ocean Sound served South Hampshire, West Sussex and Isle of Wight from October 
1986 onwards. 


At first, Ocean broadcast two distinct services for the east and west of its service area 
with a further service for the Winchester area launching in December 1987. The West 
service was relaunched as Power FM (later Capital South Coast) a year later while the 
north and east services (The Light FM and Ocean Sound) merged in 1992. 


Both 2CR and Ocean underwent various ownership changes until its current 
owners Global Radio rebranded the stations as Heart on 22 June 2009. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge both stations as part of plans 
to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.™ The new station began 
broadcasting from Segensworth, near Whiteley on Friday 30 July 2010, leading to the 
closure of studios in Bournemouth." 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Solent would be merged with three sister 
stations in Kent, Sussex & Surrey and the Thames Valley.® 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ Local 
breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart South will begin broadcasting regional programming from the Fareham studios on 
3 June 2019.4 
Former presenters[edit] 


e Lucy Horobin (Now at Heart London) e Michael Underwood®®! 
e jason King (Now at Heart London) 


Availability and transmitters[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 


aN sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
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Analogue (FM)[edit] 
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Digital (DAB) [edit] 
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Heart Hampshire 


heart 


Broadcast South Hampshire, West Sussex, the Isle of 


area Wight 


Frequency 96.7 MHz & 97.5 MHz and DAB 11C 


First air 12 October 1986 

date 

Format Hot AC 

Owner Global Radio 

Website heart.co.uk/southcoast/ 


Heart Hampshire (formerly Ocean FM and Ocean Sound) was a British independent 
local radio station serving South Hampshire, West Sussex and the Isle of Wight primarily 
for Portsmouth, Winchester and Southampton. The station served an area of England 
with a high proportion of commuters to London and a higher-than-average disposable 
income from middle-class families and people over 45. Its target age range was 25-45. 


History[edit] 


Ocean Sound's predecessor, Radio Victory provided the first local commercial radio 
service in the South of England in 1975, with its small transmission area around 
Portsmouth. The station was disliked by the then regulator and when it Independent 


Broadcasting Authority re-advertised the Portsmouth licence to include Southampton 
and Winchester, Victory lost out to a new consortium called Ocean Sound Ltd. Ocean 
Sound proposed an expanded coverage area taking in Southampton. Radio Victory 
ceased operations in June 1986, three months earlier than the expiry date of its 
franchise, with a test transmission informing listeners of the unprecedented situation. 
Ocean Sound took over programme provision that October from a new purpose-built 
broadcast unit in a business park at Segensworth West on the western outskirts 

of Fareham, Hampshire. 


Ocean Sound debuted on 12 October 1986, initially with two services - Ocean Sound 
(West), covering Southampton, Winchester and much of the Isle of Wight, and Ocean 
Sound (East) serving Portsmouth and the surrounding area. Ocean Sound (West) used 
103.2 MHz FM and 1557 kHz AM. Ocean Sound (East) used 97.5 MHz FM and 1170 kHz 
AM. The East service underwent a change of frequency from that inherited from Radio 
Victory (from 95.0 MHz to 97.5 MHz FM). Both services shared breakfast and evening 
programmes with daytime output and specialist programmes broadcasting uniquely on 
each service - for instance on Saturday evenings, an Isle of Wight programme with Jean- 
Paul Hansford would air on Ocean Sound (West)'s FM frequency, while an alternative, 
Guy Hornsby's Saturday Soul Club would air on Ocean Sound (East) and the AM 
transmitter of Ocean Sound (West). This was prior to the termination 

of simulcasting programmes on FM and AM, which would see both services transformed. 


The reason that two stations launched, rather than an expanded solo station is that 
then managing director David Lucas identified two potential audiences: one familiar 
with commercial radio (in the East area), and one largely acquainted with the BBC (the 
West area, of which the majority of local listening was to BBC Radio Solent). Ocean 
Sound (East) therefore sounded livelier than its West counterpart, which took ona 
softer sound. 


New Studios[edit] 


Once the franchise was won, Ocean Sound needed brand-new state of the art studios 
in Segensworth West, a district outside Fareham, beside the M27 motorway in 
Hampshire. This move to base themselves outside the two major cities of Southampton 
and Portsmouth was a strategic one, so as not to appear sounding biased in favour of 
either city and to remove any lingering associations with Radio Victory, primarily 
focused on Portsmouth. 


The following is an excerpt of a 1986 interview with then managing director David Lucas 
in an Independent Broadcasting Authority publication: 


"The original plan was to have studio buildings and offices in both Portsmouth and 
Southampton,’ says Lucas. ‘But that is an unnecessarily complicated way of doing the 
job. The important thing is for the programmes themselves to provide a strong and 
relevant local identity. Contribution studios have been established in both Portsmouth 
and Southampton to provide direct city-centre access to the airwaves for interviewees 
and guests." 


"But Lucas, like some other radio managers, wonders whether the high standards of 
IBA studio specifications are always necessary. 'A significant proportion of studio costs 
comes in sound-proofing them’; says Lucas. ‘Would it really matter if the listener heard 
the occasional lorry rumbling past outside? With most stations operating on close mic 
techniques anyway, peripheral noise can be minor". 


Once the studios were complete, staff needed to be hired - almost from scratch. Sales 
managers and a Head of News were all recruited, ironically from Radio Victory. 


Construction of the new studios took under a year and finished in time for the station's 
launch in 1986. 


On 6 December 1987, Ocean Sound's coverage area was extended with an additional 
service covering the Winchester area. Entitled Ocean Sound (North) - The Light FM, 
this would relay the Ocean Sound West service, with locally focused news, travel and 
programmes during the morning, early afternoon and early evening. Ocean Sound North 
could be heard on 96.7 MHz FM. 


The Gold, The Power and The Light[edit] 


1988 saw Ocean Sound undergo a massive re-organisation of its frequencies and 
services. The main changes were: 


e Ocean Sound (East and North) on FM would become FM-only and simply 
renamed Ocean Sound and The Light FM 

e Ocean Sound (West) on FM would become Power FM 

e Ocean Sound on AM would become The Gold AM 


The Gold AM launched on its mediumwave transmitters, effectively permanently 
separating from its FM counterpart. An all-oldies format playing 1960s and 1970s pop 
music, it won the right to use the name after a court battle with County Sound, a station 
originating from Guildford, Surrey, selected County Sound GOLD, later resulting in the 
Surrey station adopting its First Gold Radio moniker. Ocean Sound and The Light FM 
continued as before on 97.5 and 96.7 MHz FM, whilst Ocean Sound (West) relaunched 
as a music-intensive youth pop station - 103.2 Power FM on 4 December 1988. Power 
FM was designed as a direct competitor to BBC Radio 1 in the area, with a heavy 
rotation of chart and Top 40 pop and mainstream dance, with quick hourly news and 
information. It aimed to win over Radio 1 listeners who were frustrated by the fact that 
the BBC station would remain on mediumwave only in the area until May 1990, despite 
the fact that in the autumn of 1988 it was regularly plugging its new FM transmitters, 
sometimes giving the impression that it could already be heard on FM throughout the 
UK. The services were, however, 24 hours a day and overnights were a single 
programme with the DJ not identifying the service and separate jingles playing to the 
correct transmitter to give the impression that the listener was still tuned to the service 
for that frequency. 


Mergers, takeovers and relaunches[edit] 


Sussex radio station Southern Sound looked upon Ocean Sound as a potential takeover 
target, citing its location in a prosperous and commercially attractive area of England. 
So in 1992 a merger was agreed forming Southern Radio Holdings plc, which would see 
the following further changes to Ocean Sound: 


e Ocean Sound and The Light FM would unite as Ocean Sound - Classic Hits (later 
abbreviated just to Ocean FM) 

e Power FM would continue as before 

e The Gold AM would merge with Southern Sound's AM frequencies to create South 
Coast Radio. 


Ocean FM was reduced to an opt-out service from the main Sussex station, sharing 
output for most of the day with local news every half-hour at breakfast and drivetime. 
South Coast Radio would take on a much more relaxed sound with the slogan “Nice and 
Easy", playing mostly Easy Listening and soft Gold hits. 


In 1994 Capital Radio, looking for expansion possibilities, opted to purchase Southern 
Radio plc, which included Ocean Sound, now renamed Ocean FM. This led to more 
changes, this time to the on-air sound rather than name changes. Whilst Power FM took 
on Capital FM's long-established, successful and highly polished sound, Ocean FM 
became a more music-led station, playing heavy rotation soft adult contemporary hits, 
with its news and information sequences reduced in length and finishing with the 
sentence "And that's the way it is at [time check]". 


In 1997 the Capital Radio Group along with the GWR Group sought Radio 

Authority approval to reduce the amount of local programming on its AM stations, 
affecting South Coast Radio. This would mean the station would be opting-out of a main 
service based in London. There Capital Gold was launched in place of South Coast 
Radio, with four hours programming locally produced, usually either at breakfast or 
drivetime. 


In 1998 Ocean FM was a key target for newly launched Wave 105, a similar-sounding 
commercial radio station also playing adult contemporary music. Launched by 

former Ocean Sound managing director David Lucas, Wave 105 would curiously base 
itself in Segensworth East, a few hundred metres away from Ocean FM 


in Segensworth West. 


Meanwhile, Ocean FM would be part of a network of AC stations, including Invicta 
FM and Fox FM. In 2000, this was re-organised to be part of the Century FM network, 
playing current AC music with a slogan of Number 1 for 80s, 90s and Now! 


Ocean in the 2000Ss[edit] 


With fiercely loyal listenership to BBC Radio Solent, direct competition from Original 
106, Wave 105 and BBC Radio 2, Dream 107.2, Radio Hampshire (formerly SouthCity 
FM & The Saint) and a failed revival of Radio Victory (later 107.4 The Quay), Ocean was 
still a well-known brand and regularly featured among the better-performing local music 
stations. It was such a strong name that GCap Media bosses refused to re-brand the 
station as Century FM along usual radio network lines, and the station only broadcast 
special network shows. 


Ocean went digital in 2003, airing on DAB digital radio in South Hampshire and the Isle 
of Wight, along with sister stations Power FM and Capital Gold; competitors Wave 105, 
The Saint, BBC Radio Solent; and new stations Capital Disney and XFM. 


In May 2006, Ocean dropped the 'FM' from its previous 'Ocean FM' name to become just 
‘Ocean’, simultaneously introducing a new set of logos and the tagline Hampshire's 
Greatest Hits. In June 2007 the use of 'Ocean FM' was introduced back into the output in 
addition to a new tagline Classic Hits and the Best New Songs. However the website still 
used the Hampshire's Greatest Hits tag. Around the same time, Ocean did not renew 
the contracts of long term Presenters Richard Williams, Pippa Head, James Macdonald 
and Australian import Warren Kay and more automation and networking was 
implemented. 


Ocean also had their own charity, Help a Local Child. It launched in 2003 with a 
commitment to helping local children and young people up to the age of 18, who 
experience the negative effects of poverty, abuse, neglect, homelessness, violence, 
crime, illness and disability in the area. They frequently held fund raising events 
from car boot sales to themed discos with competitions. 


Heart rebranding[edit] 


In 2008 it was announced that Ocean FM, along with 30 other stations in the One 
Network, would be rebranded Heart by owners Global Radio. Ocean FM was amongst 
the final phase of stations to be rebranded, becoming Heart Hampshire on 22 June 
2009. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart Hampshire with Heart 

Dorset & New Forest as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 
16.4 The new station, Heart South Coast, began broadcasting from Fareham on 30 July 

2010.2 


See also[edit] 


e Galaxy South Coast 
e Heart Sussex 


e Wave 105 

e Gold 

e Global Radio 

e 107.4 The Quay 


e Play Radio 
e The Coast (radio station) 
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Heart Dorset 


Broadcast area East Dorset and West Hampshire 
Frequency 102.3 MHz, DAB 11B 

First air date (as 2CR) 15 September 1980 
Owner Global Radio 


Website www.heart.co.uk/dorset/ 


Heart Dorset (formerly 2CR - Two Counties Radio) was a British Independent Local 
Radio station, broadcast from studios at a former branch of MFI on Southcote Road 

in Bournemouth. Its original name was derived from the fact that its broadcast area 
included parts of the counties of Dorset and Hampshire. The station was merged 

with Heart Hampshire in July 2010 to form the regional station Heart South Coast. 


History[edit] 


Former 2CR FM/Heart Dorset studios 


Former BBC Radio Solent presenter John Piper launched the station in 1980, with the 
words Good Morning Hampshire, Good Morning Dorset. At that time, 2CR consisted of 
a full service station with music, personalities, phone-ins, and a local news service. 
Managing Director for the first three years, was Norman Bilton who joined them from 
Metro Radio in Newcastle. The station's longest serving staff member was office 
manager Rosemary Mundy, who worked for the station from its launch until 2009. 


The station gained its highest RAJAR listening figures at the turn of the millennium with 
a successful daytime line-up consisting of The Morning Crew (Richie, Martyn & Emma), 
Katherine Orman from 10 am to 2 pm and Adrian Clarkson from 2 to 7 pm. Clarkson was 
replaced by GWR network presenter Rob Smith in 2002 and Orman left shortly 
afterwards to be replaced by James Lloyd from Fire Radio. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Dorset and merge the 
station with Heart Hampshire as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations 
from 33 to 16." The new station, Heart South Coast, began from Fareham on 30 July 
2010.2 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Sean Street 

e Fran Godfrey 

e Martyn Lee 

e Bam Bam 

e Charlie Wolf 

e Christian O'Connell 


e Dan O'Hagan 
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Heart Sussex and Surrey 


heart 


City Brighton 


Broadcast Sussex and Surrey 


area 


Branding This is Heart 


Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 96.9, 97.5 102, 102.4, 102.7 & 


103.5 MHz, 

DAB 10B, 10C 
Owner Global 
Website Heart Sussex 


Heart Crawley & Surrey 


Heart Sussex and Surrey was a local radio station owned and operated by Global 
Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcast to Sussex and Surrey from studios in 
the Portslade area of Brighton. 


The station launched on Monday 26 July 2010 as a result of a merger between Heart 
Sussex (formerly Southern FM) and Mercury FM. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Heart Sussex and Mercury FM 


The regional station originally broadcast as two separate stations - Southern Sound 
began broadcasting to Brighton and parts of West Sussex in August 1983 and Mercury 
FM broadcast to the Reigate and Crawley areas from October 1984 onwards. In addition, 
Southern Sound ran a separate broadcasting service for East Sussex from February 
1989 until the Radio Authority merged the two licences for East and West Sussex to 
form one station. 


Under the ownership of Global Radio, Southern FM was rebranded as Heart Sussex on 
22 June 2009 while Mercury FM retained its local identity and became part of The Hit 
Music Network. By this time, both stations' local output had become restricted to 
breakfast and weekday drivetime programming only. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the two stations as part of 
plans to restructure the Heart Network. The new station began broadcasting from 
Brighton on Monday 26 July 2010, with a sales office and newsroom retained in Crawley. 
[2] 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Sussex and Surrey would be merged 
with three sister stations in Hampshire and Dorset, Kent and the Thames Valley. 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ 


Heart Sussex and Surrey's studios in Brighton closed with operations moving 
to Fareham, Hampshire - the station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. Local 
breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart South will begin broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019. 
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Heart Sussex 


Also operating as Heart Sussex for Crawley & 


Surrey in certain areas 


heart 


Broadca East Sussex and parts of West Sussex (as 
starea Heart Sussex) 
and Crawley and Surrey as Heart Sussex for 
Crawley & Surrey. Broadcasts 


to Chichester by DAB radio. 


Brandin Heart Network 


Slogan Turn Up The Feel Good! 


Frequen 103.5 MHz, 96.9 MHz, 
cy 102.4 MHz, and 102.0 MHz, DAB 10B 


Heart Sussex 
for Crawley & Surrey: 102.7 MHz, 
97.5 MHz, DAB 10C 


RDS: HEART 


First air (as Southern Sound) 29 August 1983 / Re- 
date branded 'Heart', 22 June 2009 / Heart Sussex 
for Crawley and Surrey, 26 July 2010 


Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Global Radio 


Website Heart Sussex & Heart Sussex for Crawley & 


Surrey 


Heart Sussex (previously Southern FM, also operating as Heart Sussex for 
Crawley & Surrey in Crawley and Surrey) is an Independent Local Radio station which 
is owned by Global Radio (formerly GCap Media) and plays commercial, chart-oriented 
popular music. Broadcast and managed from studios and offices 

in Portslade, Brighton and Crawley, the station plays a mix of pop, rock and RnB with 
the overall tag line being 'The station for Sussex and Surrey' - replacing Mercury FM. 


On 17 September 2008, it was announced that Southern FM was one of 30 local radio 
stations to face a re-brand to Heart within the next 18 months. Southern FM was 
rebranded as Heart Sussex on 22 June 2009. Mercury FM also merged with Heart in July 
2010 to be re branded and re-launched as a sub-section of Heart Sussex operating 


as Heart Sussex for Crawley & Surrey or simply Heart Crawley & Surrey - sharing the 
same programming output. 


History[edit] 


The station launched as Southern Sound from the converted Rothbury Cinema in 
Franklin Road, Portslade. Under the leadership of managing director Keith Belcher and 
programme director Rory Macleod, early presenters included Sean Bolger, Louis 
Robinson, Stewart Macintosh, Vince Geddes, John Mann, Russ Williams and Becky 
Manesseh. The head of news at launch was Paul Woodley with a reporting team 
including Andy Steggall, Sue Trimingham, Sue Maskell, John Worthington, Andrew 
Winter and Cornelius Lysaght. 


southernfm*’ 


Southern FM's final logo 


Tommy Boyd joined the station, initially as a fill-in for Timbo (Tim Lloyd) and was 
subsequently hired to present a regular Sunday evening show with a team of assistants 
including Nicky Keig-Shevlin, Steve Lawrence, Cathy and Mary. 


At the launch of the station, Southern Sound broadcast only to Brighton and parts of 
West Sussex. In 1987, transmissions were extended to Lewes, Newhaven and Seaford. 
Then on 5 February 1989, the station won a new licence for East Sussex too. Initially 
running split programming for East and West Sussex, the station now only splits for 
commercial breaks. 


In 1994 the Radio Authority merged the two licences to become one official ILR licence. 
The station broadcasts to the following areas: 


e Analogue VHF FM 
o 96.9 MHz - Newhaven Transmitter 
o 102.0 MHz - Hastings Transmitter 
o 102.4 MHz - East and West Sussex, including Eastbourne (Heathfield 
Transmitter) 
103.5 MHz - Brighton and Worthing (Whitehawk Hill Transmitter) 
DAB Digital Radio: Block 10B 211.648 MHz 
Worthing (Findon Transmitter) 
Newhaven (Newhaven Transmitter) 
Hastings (Hastings Transmitter) 
Eastbourne (Eastbourne Transmitter) 
Chichester (Burton Down Transmitter) 
Brighton (Whitehawk Hill Transmitter) 
Crawley (Little Prestwood Farm Transmitter) 
East Sussex (Heathfield Transmitter) 
Central Sussex (Truleigh Hill Transmitter) 


e 
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e Heart Crawley & Surrey broadcast to the following areas on FM: 
o 97.5 MHz - Horsham Transmitter 
o 102.7 MHz - Reigate Transmitter 


Since Heart and Mercury FM merged. Heart Sussex has taken over Mercury's 
frequencies, on both the Reigate and Horsham transmitters. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart Sussex and merge the 
station with Mercury FM as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 
to 16.4 The newly merged Heart Sussex and Surrey station began broadcasting from 
Brighton on 26 July 2010.2 


The merged Heart brought the addition of an additional sub-station, Heart Crawley & 
Surrey operates operationally separately. Sales are dealt with by a separate team 
(based in Crawley) - they may be based in Brighton in the near future though. In 
addition, to this Heart Crawley & Surrey also has a different website. On air though, 
both stations broadcast/simulcast the same core coverage with the exception of adverts 
(and select news features). Mercury FM and Heart have now completed the switchover 
and for the time being are operating out of both addresses. 
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This article is about the former radio station in East Surrey and North Sussex. For other 
uses, see Mercury FM (disambiguation). 


Mercury FM 


mercuryfm*: 


Broadcast area East Surrey and North Sussex 
Frequency 97.5 MHz, 102.7 MHz 

First air date 20 October 1984 

Format CHR/Pop 

Owner Global Radio 

Website www.mercuryfm.co.uk 


Mercury's studios at the Manor Royal industrial estate, Crawley, 2009 


Mercury FM was a radio station in the Surrey and Sussex area of the United 

Kingdom that was founded on 20 October 1984 and closed on 25 July 2010. The station 
broadcast on FM 97.5 MHz in Horsham and 102.7 MHz in East Surrey and Crawley and 
later merged with Heart Sussex to form Heart Sussex and Surrey. 


Historyledit] 


Radio Mercury began airing on 20 October 1984, on 103.6 FM and 1521 AM focusing 
on Crawley but serving much of East Surrey and North Sussex. Two years later, the FM 
frequency changed to 102.7 as part of the UK-wide re-organisation of the VHF/FM band. 
1989 saw a relay of the station added for the town of Horsham on 97.5. In 1991 the 
station took over most of County Sound Radio in Guildford to form the Allied Radio plc. 


Mercury then, having played a broad mix of music, became a mainly Top 40 hits station. 
County Sound's AM frequency was later renamed "Extra AM" and then again was shortly 
renamed to "Mercury Extra AM" to make the connection between the two AM 
frequencies of both stations better known. It also became known as The Breeze, until 
the Classic Gold Network took over the AM licence of 1521 kHz. On 102.7 FM Mercury 
was renamed "Mercury FM" after the takeover of the group by GWR, later GCap Media. 
Before that Mercury lost the County Sound region again, and Eagle Radio took the 
Surrey 96.4 FM transmitter, and County Sound returned to 1476 AM. 


The station was incorporated into GCap's "One Network" of stations, until the merger 
between GCap and Chrysalis Radio, forming Global Radio. As part of this merger, many 


of the former One Network stations were rebranded and reformatted under the "Heart" 
network which still stands today. 


Closure[edit] 


It was announced,” that Mercury FM would become part of the Heart Network. The 
newly merged Heart Sussex and Surrey launched on Monday 26 July 2010 with the very 
last Mercury FM programme broadcast the day beforehand. 
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Heart Thames Valley 


heart 


City Reading 

Broadcast Berkshire, Oxfordshire, 

area north Hampshire and parts of 
west Buckinghamshire 

Branding This is Heart 


Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 97.0, 97.4, 102.6, 102.9 and 103.4 MHz, 
DAB 


Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Global 


Website Heart Thames Valley 


Heart Thames Valley was a local radio station owned and operated by Global Radio as 
part of the Heart network. It broadcast to Berkshire, Oxfordshire, north Hampshire and 
parts of west Buckinghamshire from studios in Reading, southern England. 


The station was formed as a result of a merger between Heart Oxfordshire (formerly Fox 
FM) and Heart Berkshire (formerly 2-Ten FM). 


History[edit] 
Further information: Heart Berkshire and Heart Oxfordshire 


The station originally broadcast as two separate stations. Fox FM served Oxfordshire 
and West Buckinghamshire and was latterly owned by Capital Radio. Radio 210, later 2- 
Ten FM, served Berkshire and North Hampshire and was eventually acquired by 

the GWR Group forming part of GWR's Mix Network. This later merged with Capital's 
equivalent Capital FM network (comprising the former Invicta FM, the former Southern 
FM, BRMB, Red Dragon FM and the former Power FM) to form The One Network, after 
the GWR Group plc and Capital Radio Group plc merged in May 2005. Global 

Radio acquired GCap Media in 2008 and rebranded most of the One Network stations to 
Heart, in phases by area, from January 2009. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the Oxford and Reading 
stations as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.4: The 
new station began broadcasting from Reading on Friday 9 July 2010, leading to the 
closure of studios in Oxford.2 


The stations still carried local advertising and travel bulletins, and accordingly were sub- 
branded as "Heart Thames Valley for Oxfordshire" and "Heart Thames Valley for 
Berkshire and NW Hampshire". 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Thames Valley would be merged with 
three sister stations in Hampshire and Dorset, Kent and Sussex and Surrey.“ 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Heart Thames Valley ceased local programming on 31 May 2019, although the station's 
Reading studios were retained as offices for newsgathering and sales. Local breakfast 
and weekend shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart South will begin broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019. 
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Heart Berkshire 


City Reading 

Broadcast Reading and Basingstoke 
[area 

| Branding Heart 


Slogan More Music Variety - Give it some Heart 


Frequency 97.0, 102.9 and 103.4 MHz 


RDS: HEART__ 
First air date 8 March 1976 


Format Hot AC 


Heart Berkshire (formerly 2-Ten FM) was an Independent Local Radio station, 
serving Berkshire and North Hampshire from studios in Reading. 


About[edit] 


Launched as Radio 210 (Two-One-Oh), the station commenced broadcasting in March 
1976 on its medium-wave frequency of 210 metres (1431 kHz). It later became known 
as 2-Ten FM and by 2008, was part of The One Network group of stations owned and 
operated by Global Radio. The station was rebranded a year later as part of the Heart 
Network, 


History[edit] 


The original parent company, Radio Kennet had won the licence to broadcast as far 
back as 1974, but plans for the station to float on the London Stock Exchange as soon 
as it commenced broadcasting failed as it didn't raise enough cash. Radio Kennet 
returned in 1976 as Thames Valley Broadcasting. 


Radio 210 first broadcast on 8 March 1976 at 6 am. Former BBC Radio 2 DJ Paul 
Hollingdale played the Carpenters record "We've Only Just Begun" at the start of his 
four-hour Breakfast Show. Other early presenters were Steve Wright, Mike Read, Tony 
Fox (deceased), Steve Crozier, (Yer Man Croze), Mike Matthews, John Flower, Tony 
Holden, Steve Wood, Mike Quinn, Dave Glass, John Hayes (deceased), Gavin McCoy, Bob 
Morrison, Graham Ledger, Mike Sanderson (The Folk Show) and news editor David 
Addis. Rising stars Steve Wright and Mike Read co-hosted the Read & Wright Show at 
weekends before gaining daily shows and later pursuing high-profile careers on BBC 
Radio 1. Other presenters made the opposite move, leaving the BBC to join Radio 210, 
including Bob Harris and David Hamilton, the latter having defected from BBC Radio 

2 because of changes in that station's music policy. 


Radio 210 initially only served Reading with a transmitter on 97.0 MHz FM on top of The 
Butts shopping centre; however that changed when it began broadcasting from the 
Hannington transmitter on a second frequency of 102.9 MHz at midday 1 January 1987 
to serve a wider area of Berkshire and North Hampshire, with a Henley-on-Thames relay 
added in 1997. 


The 1987 schedule included as a presenter, David Hamilton. !stationneedent 


Split frequencies[edit] 


In 1990, Radio 210 split frequencies (as required then to do so by Government due to a 
radio act recently passed to end simulcasting) to provide two services - Radio 210 FM 


(Now broadcasting as Heart Berkshire) and 210 Classic Gold Radio. The AM transmitter 
was actually a relay of Brunel Classic Gold's service from Bristol. Also, broadcast to 
Bournemouth, Devon, & Swindon. It took a couple of Networked shows. One Sunday 
Lunchtime show with David Hamilton, and also Jimmy Savile's Saviles Travels (1990- 
92). It stopped taking that because it was said that they preferred to broadcast their 
own shows. Classic Gold featured slightly more known presenters like Tony Gillham 
(head of music), and Trevor Fry. Paul Burnett joined in 1996, and Tony Blackburn a few 
years later. They were both dropped in July 2007, when Classic Gold was taken over 
by Capital Radio, and became known as Gola’. 


Radio 210 claimed '<2i2z2"rem tg be "the only comprehensive travel service in the 
Thames Valley and North Hampshire". The station broadcast news bulletins on the hour 
every hour and regional news during certain points throughout the day. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart Berkshire with Heart 
Oxfordshire as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 15.2! The 
new station, Heart Thames Valley began broadcasting from Reading on 9 July 2010." 
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Heart 102.6 & 97.4 FM 


heart 


City Oxford 


Broadcast Oxfordshire 


area 


Frequency 97.4 and 102.6 MHz 


First air date (as Fox FM) 15 September 1989 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Global Radio 
Website http://www.heart.co.uk/thamesvalley 


Heart Oxfordshire (formerly Fox FM) was a local radio station broadcasting 
to Oxfordshire on 102.6 MHz FM from the Oxford transmitting station and 97.4 MHz FM 
from a relay station at Farthinghoe, near Banbury. 


Originally launched in September 1989, it was rebranded on 23 March 2009 by Global 
Radio in line with its rebranding of most of the One Network, of which the station was 
formerly a part. The station was closed and relocated to the Heart Berkshire studios in 
July 2010 and rebranded again as "Heart Thames Valley". 


History[edit] 


Fox FM was launched on Friday 15 September 1989 from an ex-carpet warehouse in 
Cowley, Oxford.2 Following weeks of test transmissions, its first song after official sign- 
in was Uptown Girl. The Fox name was said to be a contraction of the original company 
name, the 'First Oxfordshire Radio Co'. The station was originally a joint venture 
between Blackwell's Group, Oxford and County Newspapers 

(now Newsquest Oxfordshire), Capital Radio and County Sound Radio. Jeremy Loyd 
(General Manager of Capital) and Mike Powell (Managing Director of County Sound) 
were the driving forces behind the licence application that won the frequency. The 
original presenters were Phil Miles, Steve Ellis, Tony James, Jane Markham (the Fox 
Report), Steve Priestly, Paul Evans, Stuart Cameron, Henry Aubrey-Fletcher and Claire 
Thomas. The Chairman was Julian (Toby) Blackwell and the Managing Director (MD) was 
Tom Hunter. In 1994, Sally Oldham became MD and Jean-Paul Hansford became the 
Programme Director (PD). The following year, the MD was Mark Flanagan and PD Phil 
Angell. In 1998, Capital Radio plc took full control of Fox and Lyn Long became MD. 


In 2005, Fox FM became part of the GCap Media group, formed from the merger of GWR 
Group and Capital Radio. Following GCap's takeover in 2008, the station was integrated 
with Global Radio's portfolio and rebranded Heart Oxfordshire on 23 March 2009. It 
was one of the 38 regional stations that formed One Network. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

jN independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (March 2015) 


e Philippa Collins 
e Katy Hill 

e Stephanie Hirst 
e Steve Penk 

e Steve Priestly 

e Debbie Ryan 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Oxfordshire and merge 
the station with Heart Berkshire as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations 
from 33 to 15." The new station, Heart Thames Valley began broadcasting from 
Reading on 9 July 2010. 


Identity[edit] 


Like other stations in "The One Network", Fox FM used similar idents - currently having 
the taglines "More Music Variety". The additional tagline of "Haven't you heard?" was 
used on the website and advertising but not spoken on air. 


Despite being part of GCap since 2005, it retained the logo devised by Capital until 
September 2007, although its logo after that date was more in keeping with other One 
Network stations. Originally, its logo was a cartoon fox called "Freddy" whose nose and 
tail were poking out onto a radio dial which became highly recognisable in the Oxford 
area as it was distributed widely on car window stickers. 


Local Heroes[edit] 


Fox FM rewarded notable people from the local area in their annual ‘Local Heroes’ 
awards. In 2003, four winners received accolades - including Young Person, Local Hero 
and Special Award. Andrew Baker, a fundraiser for John Radcliffe Oxford Children's 
Hospital in 2003 together with young singing star Zoe Mace in 2004. Fundraiser Jeff 
Samways and sea cadet volunteer Phil Pether were also amongst those honoured. 


Charity[edit] 


Over its last ten years of broadcasting, Fox FM raised thousands of pounds each year for 
their chosen charities in their "Help An Oxfordshire Child" campaign. In 2008, over 
£48,000 raised by its listeners, staff and partners was distributed out to many children's 
charities. In the past, Oxford Children's Hospital, The Oxfordshire Playbus and 

the National Multiple Sclerosis Society have benefited. Events held towards the 


campaign included the very first Oxford Santa Run, raising over £30,000, the Oxford 
Moonlight Stroll, an online auction and a charity football tournament held in Abingdon, 
as well as a celebrity football match at Oxford United's Kassam Stadium in which a team 
of Fox presenters took on the stars from teen soap Hollyoaks in June 2008, as well asa 
greyhound race night, buggy trek and a charity premiere. 


Help An Oxfordshire Child pledged £40,000 to name the Fox FM Outpatients 
Department in Oxford's New Children's Hospital, which was completed in 2008. 
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Heart South Wales 


near 


| City Cardiff 


Broadcast area South and West Wales 


Branding This is Heart 

Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency 105-107 MHz RDS: Heart 
First air date 3 October 2000 
Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Global 

Website Heart Wales 


Heart South Wales is a British Independent Local Radio station 
serving South and West Wales. The station is owned and operated by Global Radio and 
forms part of the expanded Heart radio network of stations. 


Background[edit] 
Real Radio[edit] 


On 3 October 2000 the Real Radio brand was launched after GMG Group won its first 
broadcast licence, serving South and West Wales. Following an introduction by Sir Tom 
Jones, the station's founding managing director John Myers introduced the song "A Star 
is Born". 


In December 2008, GMG Group was awarded the corresponding North and Mid Wales 
licence. Following an agreed format change request with OFCOM, the existing South and 
West Wales service was rolled out to the new coverage area. The station began 
broadcasting on its North and Mid Wales frequencies on 4 January 2011. 


Real Radio Wales was a music and speech station, playing an AC format of classic, 
contemporary and current music the past 25 years to the present day. 


The station also carried news bulletins every hour between the hours of 6am and 7pm 
weekdays and from 6am to 2pm on Saturdays and Sundays (including half-hour 
headlines at breakfast and drivetime) from Cardiff. Other bulletins were provided by Sky 
News through IRN. 


Heart[edit] 


On 25 June 2012 it was announced Global Radio (the owner of stations such 
as Capital and Heart) had bought GMG Radio. The former GMG stations, including Real 
Radio, continued to operate separately until a regulatory review was carried out.22 


On 6 February 2014, Global Radio reached an agreement to sell the North Wales licence 
for Real Radio and seven other stations to Communicorp." The South Wales licence 
remains under Global's ownership. 


Up until April 2014, the station was available across the UK on digital satellite TV (Sky 
Digital channel 0146), taking up the slot following the closure of Real Radio (Digital), but 
was replaced by The Arrow. 


Under OFCOM rules, the sale required the all-Wales Real Radio station to be split into 
two with separate stations, launched under separate owners. 151 


Both stations were rebranded and relaunched as Heart South Wales and Heart North 
Wales on Tuesday 6 May 2014. Around the time of the relaunch, the station's audience 
share had increased from 9.1% to 11.5% in the previous twelve months. 


In February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would replace Heart Wales' local breakfast and 
weekend shows with networked programming from London. 


As of 3 June 2019, the station's local output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 
Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Cardiff Bay studios from 
4-7pm on weekdays, presented by Simon Jagger and Chris Wood.2” 


NewsS[edit] 


Global's Cardiff Bay newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins from 6am-7pm 
on weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends - including two ten-minute weekday 
programmes, Heart Morning News at 6am and Heart Nightly News at 6.45pm - and 
headlines on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows.” 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
The Cardiff Bay newsroom also produces bulletins for Heart North Wales (owned by 
Communicorp), Smooth Wales, Capital North West and Wales and Capital Cymru. 
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Heart West 


heart 


City Bristol 


Broadcast West and the South West of England 


area 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency Bristol and Somerset: 96.3, 96.5, 97.1, 
102.6 & 103.0 MHz 
Devon: 96.2, 96.4, 96.6, 97, 97.3, 100.5, 
100.8, 101.2, 101.9, 103 MHz 
Cornwall: 105.1, 107 MHz 
Gloucestershire: 102.4, 103 MHz 
Wiltshire: 96.5, 97.2, 102.2 MHz 
DAB 


RDS: Heart__ 


First air 3 June 2019 


date 
Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Global 


Website Heart Barnstaple 
Heart Bath 
Heart Bristol 
Heart Cornwall 
Heart Exeter 
Heart Gloucester 
Heart Somerset 
Heart Torbay 
Heart Wiltshire 


Heart West is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part of 
the Heart network. It broadcasts to the West and the South West of England from 
studios in Bristol. 


The station launched on 3 June 2019, following a merger of four Heart stations in Bristol 
and Somerset, Devon and Cornwall, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. 


History[edit] 


Under relaxed OFCOM requirements for local content on commercial radio, Heart West 
is permitted to share all programmes between nine licences located in the ITV West 
Country broadcast region (formerly consisting of separate areas for the West and the 
South West of England). 


Previously, these licences broadcast as separate stations: 


e The first Independent Local Radio station to launch in the region was Plymouth 
Sound, which began broadcasting in May 1975 to the city and its surrounding areas. 

e Severn Sound began broadcasting to Gloucestershire in October 1980. 

e Radio West began broadcasting to Bristol, Bath, Weston-super-Mare and 
surrounding areas in October 1981. 

e Wiltshire Radio began broadcasting from Wootton Bassett in October 1982, 
serving Wiltshire. 


e Orchard FM began broadcasting from Taunton in November 1989, serving Somerset. 

e Lantern FM began broadcasting to North Devon in October 1992, initially from 
studios in Bideford before moving to Barnstaple in 2000. 

e Gemini FM began broadcasting in January 1995, after taking over the licence for 
East Devon previously held by DevonAir. The twin station carried separate 
programming for the Exeter and Torbay areas. 

e South Hams Radio began broadcasting in December 1999, serving South Devon. 

e Atlantic FM began broadcasting from St Agnes in July 2006, serving Cornwall. 


In 1985, after suffering heavy financial losses since its launch, Radio West was 
approached by the successful Wiltshire Radio for a merger - the first of its kind in 
commercial radio in the UK. This was approved by the IBA (Independent Broadcasting 
Authority) and the two stations combined to form GWR in October 1985. 


GWR continued to provide separate programming for the Bristol and Swindon areas, and 
in May 1987, a third opt-out service for Bath was launched. The station's owners, GWR 
Group plc, went onto become one of the major commercial radio operators in the UK. 


Orchard FM in Somerset expanded its operations with Gemini FM winning the East 
Devon ILR licence from DevonAir and the acquisition of Lantern FM in North Devon. 


The Orchard Radio Group was itself brought by GWR in 1999, but in November 2005, 
these stations - along with Plymouth Sound - were put up for sale by GCap Media as 
they were considered outside of the company's primary target area. In the event, the 
sale did not go ahead as all of the bids made fell short of expectations. In 2008, the 
group was taken over by Global, which eventually took ownership of South Hams Radio 
as a joint venture with the UKRD Group. 


In March 2009, Global rebranded Gemini, Lantern FM, Orchard FM, Plymouth Sound, 
South Hams Radio, Severn Sound and the GWR stations as part of a rollout of the Heart 
network across 29 local radio stations. By this point, local programming had been 
reduced to ten hours on weekdays and four hours at weekends. 


During the summer of 2010, Global merged seven of the stations to two: 


e Heart Devon - formed from the Exeter & Torbay, Plymouth, South Devon and North 
Devon stations, broadcasting from Exeter 

e Heart West Country - formed from the Bristol, Bath and Somerset stations, 
broadcasting from Bristol 


Heart Gloucestershire and Heart Wiltshire retained local programming, but the stations’ 
newsgathering operations were moved to Bristol. Local programming was further cut to 
seven hours on weekdays, although localised news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising continued to air as opt-outs. 


In March 2012, Global brought Atlantic FM from joint owners Tindle Radio and Camel 
Media.2! Two months later, the station merged with Heart Devon to form Heart South 
West and moved its studios to Exeter. A separate Drivetime show for Cornwall was 
retained, and in 2014, an extended news programme, Heart Nightly News, was 
introduced. 


On 26 February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would merge the four South West stations into 
one. 


As of 3 June 2019, regional programming consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised opt-outs for news bulletins, traffic updates and 


advertising.“ Local breakfast and weekend shows were replaced with network 
programming from London. 


Global's studio centres in Exeter, Gloucester and Wooton Bassett were closed, although 
local newsgathering and sales staff were retained. Across the four stations, eighteen 
local presenters left the Heart network. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Bristol studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays, presented by Ben Atkinson. 


News[edit] 


Heart West broadcasts hourly local news bulletins from 6am-7pm on weekdays and 
6am-12pm at weekends. Separate bulletins are produced for the licence areas 
previously served by Heart's stations in Bristol & Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, 
Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. 


In Cornwall, an extended local news programme, Heart Nightly News, airs at 6.45pm 
each weeknight as part of the weekday Drivetime show.” 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
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Heart Gloucestershire 


heart 


City Gloucester 

Broadcast Gloucestershire 

area 

Branding This is Heart 

Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequency 102.4 & 103.0 MHz, DAB 
First air date 23 October 1980 
Format Hot AC 


Power 1.2 kw 


À \w51.8684°N 2.1736°WCoordinates: *¥ 
Transmitter 


51.8684°N 2.1736°W 
coordinates 


Owner Global 


Website www.heart.co.uk/gloucestershire/ 


Heart Gloucestershire (formerly Severn Sound) was a local radio station owned and 
operated by Global Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcast 
to Gloucestershire from studios in Gloucester. 


The transmitter was at Churchdown Hill, just west of the M5; the same transmitter 
as Radio Gloucestershire. 


History[edit] 


Music, news 
and a lot of Gloucestershire. 


Original Severn Sound logo, first used in the 1980s. 


Severn Sound started transmissions on 23 October 1980, from its first studio at the "Old 
Talbot Pub" in Southgate Street, Gloucester. The pub had been bought by local 
businessmen including Clive Lindley (Chairman of the Roadchef motorway service 
stations and Chairman of Severn Sound).The station's first employee was Chief Engineer 
Quentin Howard who converted the pub into the radio station. 


The original presenters were Alan Roberts (Head of Music) on Breakfast, Christopher 
Musk on mid-mornings, Eddie Vickers (Programme Controller) on the Lunchtime News 
and Topical programme, Laura de Vere on the Afternoon Show and Steve Ellis on 
Drivetime. There used to be a Sunday lunchtime show where the presenter would go to 
various areas of Gloucester and share Sunday lunch with the residents of that house. 


One notable director was the writer Dennis Potter, who played an active role in the 
station's early years and lived in Ross on Wye. Potter's Pennies from 

Heaven producer, Kenith Trodd, presented a Sunday programme of 78 records featuring 
singers such as Al Bowlly, which Todd and Potter had used in Pennies from Heaven. 
Another Director was England rugby player, Mike Burton, who also started Gulliver's 
Travels, a sports travel agency. 


In 1983, two of the station's engineers were killed on an outside broadcast. The 
pneumatic mast of their radio car touched an overhead 11 kV power line, whilst they 
were preparing for a live broadcast from Soudeley Castle, Winchcombe. The inquiry into 
the accident found Severn Sound guilty of health and safety offences and fined the 
company £2,500. Many new safety procedures for radio cars were introduced across the 
whole industry as a result of the accident. 


The station was sold to the Chi/tern Radio Group, after some resistance, in 1989 and 
was later taken over by the GWR group in 1995. GCap Media was sold to Global Radio in 
2008. 


During the Gloucester/Tewkesbury flood crisis of Summer 2007, Severn Sound was 
forced to move, temporarily, to the GWR FM Bristol Studios, due to a loss of electricity 
and running water. 


Split frequencies[edit] 


In 1990, Severn Sound split frequencies, with its 774 kHz AM frequency being 
renamed Three Counties Radio, expanding to cover Hereford & Worcester. This was 
an "oldies" station and was a mix of local programmes and networking from Chiltern 


Radio Network's Supergold service.!-2ee" Presenters who moved from Severn 
Sound to Three Counties included Tony Peters & Sally Low Hurry. John Hellings was 
brought in as breakfast presenter. In 1992, Three Counties Radio was re-branded 

as Severn Sound Supergold (it also stopped being promoted in Hereford & 
Worcester) and was re-branded again, in 1996, by new owners GWR as Severn Sound 
Classic Gold. Ownership rules meant that GWR had to sell all their Classic 

Gold licences to UBC Media and another re-brand to Classic Gold 774 followed. Today, 
the heritage name "Severn" is no longer mentioned on 774 AM after it was re-branded 
again, in 2007, to Gold, and again on 24 March 2014 to Smooth Radio, all programming 
on 774 AM now comes from London. 


Rebrand[edit] 


In September 2008, it was announced that Severn Sound would 
become Heart Gloucestershire as part of a national re-branding exercise by 
owners Global Radio, which has seen twenty-nine stations renamed as Heart Radio.2! 


The new Heart Gloucestershire branding was launched at 6am on Monday 23 March 
2009 with local programming broadcast from the above-the-street Bridge Studios, part 
of the Eastgate Shopping Centre (The Mall) in Gloucester. Local news bulletins on the 
station are now produced by Heart West Country in Bristol, following the closure of its 
Gloucester newsroom during the summer of 2010. 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Gloucestershire would be merged with 
three sister stations in Bristol and Somerset, Devon and Cornwall and Wiltshire. 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.“ 


Heart Gloucestershire's studios in Gloucester closed with operations moving to Bristol - 
the station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. Local breakfast and weekend 
shows were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart West has begun broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019.4 
See also[edit] 


e Heart (radio network) 
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Heart South West 


heart 


City Exeter 


Broadcas Barnstaple, Cornwall, Exeter, Plymouth, Sout 


t area h Hams, Torbay 
Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 


Frequenc 96.2-107.0MHz, DAB[show] 
y 


First air 27 August 2010 
date 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Global 


Website Barnstaple Cornwall Exeter Plymouth South 


Hams Torbay 


Heart South West was a regional radio station owned and operated by Global 
Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcast to Devon and Cornwall from studios 
in Exeter. 


The station launched on Friday 27 August 2010 under the name ‘Heart Devon’, as a 
result of a merger between Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay (formerly Gemini FM), Heart 
Plymouth (formerly Plymouth Sound), Heart North Devon (formerly Lantern Radio) 

and Heart South Devon (formerly South Hams Radio). On Monday 7 May 2012, the 
station merged again with Atlantic FM in Cornwall. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay, Heart Plymouth, Heart North 
Devon, Heart South Devon, and Atlantic FM 


The regional station originally broadcast as six separate stations - Plymouth Sound 
began broadcasting to Plymouth and surrounding areas in May 1975, Lantern Radio 
served North Devon from October 1992, Gemini FM broadcast separate services for East 
and South Devon from January 1995 onwards (DevonAir Radio served the dual-franchise 
area until losing its broadcast licence on New Year's Eve 1994) and South Hams Radio 
launched in the South Hams district of South Devon in December 1998. Atlantic FM 
began broadcasting to Cornwall from July 2006. 


By 1999, Plymouth Sound, Gemini FM and Lantern FM were under the ownership of 

the GWR Group, which merged with the Capital Radio Group to form GCap Media six 
years later. In that same year, the stations were put up for sale as they were considered 
outside of the company's primary target area. In the event, the sale did not go ahead as 
all of the bids made fell short of expectations. In 2008, the group was taken over 

by Global Radio, which eventually took ownership of South Hams Radio as a joint 
venture with the UKRD Group. A year later, the stations were rebranded as Heart. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the five Devon stations as 
part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.4 The new station 
began broadcasting on Friday 27 August 2010 from studios in Exeter, leading to the 
closure of studios in Plymouth, Torquay, Barnstaple and Kingsbridge. 


On 19 March 2012, Global Radio announced it had bought Atlantic FM from joint owners 
Tindle Radio and Camel Media.= Atlantic FM became part of the Heart Network and 
merged with Heart Devon on Monday 7 May 2012, forming Heart South West. In August 
2012, Global Radio applied for a format change, to remove its commitment to speech 
content for the Heart Cornwall licence,“ however on 16 October 2012 this was rejected 
by media regulator Ofcom. 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart South West would be merged with three 
sister stations in Bristol and Somerset, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.™ 


Heart South West's studios in Exeter closed with operations moving to Bristol - the 
station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. Local breakfast and weekend shows 
were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart West will begin broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019." 


Availability and transmitters[edit] 
Analogue (FM){edit] 


e Beacon Hill 


96.4MHz in Torquay, Paignton, Brixh 


am and South East Devon 


e Caradon Hill 
105.1MHz in East Cornwall and 


West Devon 


100.8MHz in Dartmouth 


e Huntshaw Cross 
96.2MHz in North Devon 
97.3MHz in Ilfracombe & the 


North Devon Coast 


101.9MHz in Ivybridge 


97.0MHz in Plymouth and 


surrounding areas 
Caradon Hill (105.1MHz) and Redruth (107.O0MHz) carries a local programme from 
1600 to 1900 on weekdays and separate news, weather and travel bulletins. 


Digital (DAB) [edit] 


Multiplex 


Name Bitrate 
NOW Exeter 128kbit 
& Torbay IS 
NOW 128kbit 
Plymouth /s 
NOW 128kbit 
Cornwall /s 
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107.0MHz in West Cornwall 
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Heart Devon 


heart 


st Exeter, Torbay, Plymouth, North and 


South Devon 


27 August 2010 


Top 40 


Global Radio 


Heart Devon 


Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay were part of the Heart Network of commercial local 
radio stations operated by Global Radio in the United Kingdom. The stations were 


launched on 23 March 2009, and replaced Gemini FM, which was the previous 
commercial radio station for the Exeter and Torbay areas in Devon. 


Heart Torbay transmitted from Beacon Hill, near Torbay on 96.4 MHz FM. Heart Exeter 
transmitted from Exeter St Thomas on 97.0 FM, and Stockland Hill, near Honiton on 
103.0 FM. They were also available on DAB digital radio and online via their respective 
websites. Both stations were replaced by Heart Devon, broadcast from Exeter, on Friday 
27 August 2010. 


History[edit] 
DevonAir Radio[edit] 


The first commercial local radio station for the Exeter and Torbay areas 

was DevonAir Radio, which was launched in November 1980. The station broadcast 
from studios in St. David's Hill, Exeter, and overlooking the harbour in Torquay. 
DevonAir was initially successful, but financial problems resulted in a takeover 

by Capital Radio in 1987. In October 1993 the station lost its franchise and closed on 31 
December 1994, leading to the creation of Gemini FM.4! 


Gemini FM[edit] 


Launched on 1 January 1995, Gemini Radio was owned by the Orchard Media Group. 
The station was later bought by the GWR Group, which became part of GCap Media in 
May 2005. Gemini FM continued to broadcast from studios in Exeter and Torquay, 
although as with DevonAir, most of the programming was sourced from the studio in 
Exeter. 


Heart rebranding[edit] 


In September 2008, it was announced that Gemini FM was to become Heart FM as part 
of a national rebranding exercise by new owners Global Radio. Broadcasts from the 
Torquay harbourside studio ceased, and the programmes for both stations were 
produced at the studio in Exeter. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced that Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay would be 
merged with Heart Plymouth, Heart North Devon and Heart South Devon as part of 
plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16." The new station, Heart 
Devon, began broadcasting from Exeter on 27 August 2010. 


DevonAir logo 


Gemini FM logo from the GWR period 


Gemini FM logo from The One Network period 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Radio Devon 


e Heart Plymouth 
e Palm 105.5 
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Heart Plymouth 


heart 


City Plymouth 

Broadcast area Plymouth and surrounding areas 
Frequency 96.6 and 97.0 MHz 

First air date 19 May 1975 


Format Hot AC 


Heart Plymouth (formerly Plymouth Sound) was an Independent Local Radio station 
broadcasting to Plymouth in Devon, England. 


History[edit] 


The heritage name Plymouth Sound was a pun on the popular meaning of sound (in 
the audio sense) and the bay of Plymouth Sound between Penlee Point and Wembury 
Point in Devon. 


In November 2005 it was announced that GCap's local radio stations in the South West, 
including Plymouth Sound, were to be sold as they were outside of the company's 
primary target area.® Four months later GCap decided that the sale would not go 
ahead, essentially because the offers made fell short of their expectations.4 


In September 2008, it was announced that Plymouth Sound would be rebranded Heart 
FM as part of a national rebranding exercise by owners Global Radio, which saw twenty- 
nine stations renamed as Heart. P/ymouth Sound was rebranded as Heart Plymouth on 
Monday 23 March 2009. By this time, most of the station's programming was produced 
in London, with local programming broadcast at breakfast every day and at drivetime 
each weekday. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Plymouth and merge the 
station with Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay, Heart North Devon and Heart South 

Devon as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.4 The new 
station, Heart Devon, began broadcasting from Exeter on 27 August 2010.“ 


Cross Rhythms[edit] 


The Christian media group and radio station Cross Rhythms grew out of a half-hour 
Christian music show on Plymouth Sound FM, which aired on Sunday evenings between 


1983 and 1996. Initially called The Solid Rock of Jesus Christ, the show was renamed 
the Cross Rhythms Experience in 1992, and became a syndicated show in 1993. It was 
hosted by Chris Cole, the founder of Cross Rhythms. 
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Heart North Devon 


heart 


City Barnstaple 


Broadcast North Devon 


area 


Frequency 96.2 MHz (North Devon) 
97.3 MHz(IIfracombe) 


First air date 19 October 1992 (rebranded 23 March 
2009) 


Format Hot AC 


Heart North Devon (formerly Lantern FM and previously Lantern Radio) was 
an Independent Local Radio station in North Devon. 


Technical[edit] 


The station broadcast from two locations: its main transmitter at Huntshaw Cross on 
96.2FM, and a relay station to cover the Ilfracombe area on 97.3FM. Both frequencies 
broadcast the same output. 


History[edit] 


The station was originally known as Lantern Radio, taking its name from the local 
coastline, known as "the Lantern Coast" - smugglers would lure ships onto the rocks of 
the North Devon coast with lanterns, causing the ships to run aground and thus be able 
to be plundered. 


Originally owned by a consortium of local businesspeople, Orchard Media (the owners of 
Somerset's Orchard FM) purchased the station during the mid-1990s, 


GWR Group purchased the group in 1999 and later merged with the Capital Radio Group 
to form GCap Media. In November 2005, it was announced that GCap's local radio 
stations in the South West, including Lantern FM, were to be sold, as they lay outside 
the company's primary target area. However, no acceptable offer was made for the 
stations, and the sale was abandoned. GCap was itself later taken over by Global Radio. 


Initially broadcasting from studios in Bideford, the station moved in 2000 to studios in 
Roundswell Business Park in Barnstaple, where the station's breakfast and drivetime 
shows were produced until its closure. Lantern FM was rebranded on 23 March 2009 as 
part of Global Radio's Heart Network. By this time, the majority of the station's 
programming was networked from the Heart Network's main studios in Leicester 
Square, London. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart North Devon and merge 
the station with Heart Plymouth, Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay and Heart South 

Devon as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.“ The new 
regional station, Heart Devon, began broadcasting from Exeter on 27 August 2010.2 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Amy Cole (now BBC Look North reporter, when it was Lantern FM.) 


e Andy Garland (now BBC Radio Kent presenter, when in was Lantern FM.) 


=) This film, television or video-related list is incomplete; you can help by expanding 
it with reliably sourced additions. 
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Heart South Devon 


heart 


Broadcast area South Hams 


Frequency 100.5 MHz, 100.8 MHz, 
101.2 MHz, 101.9 MHz 


First air date 1 December 1999 


Format Hot AC 


Heart South Devon (formerly South Hams Radio) was an Independent Local 
Radio station serving the South Hams area of Devon, England. The station began 
broadcasting on 1 December 1999 and until its closure, was run as a joint venture 
between UKRD Group and Global Radio. 


The station's main frequency was on 101.2 FM, broadcast initially from Bolberry 
Down near Hope Cove, but later moving to a site near Soar in 2003. The station also 
broadcast from three relay transmitters at Totnes (100.5FM), Dartmouth (100.8FM) 
and Ivybridge (101.9FM). 


History[edit] 


On Monday 23 March 2009, South Hams Radio became Heart South Devon, as part of 
the Heart Network. By this time, most of the station's programming was produced in 


London, with the only local shows being the breakfast and drivetime shows during the 
week. 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart South Devon and merge 
the station with Heart Plymouth, Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay and Heart North 

Devon as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16." The new 
station, Heart Devon, began broadcasting from Exeter on Friday 27 August 2010.” 
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Atlantic FM 


Broadcast area Cornwall, United Kingdom 
Frequency 105.1 and 107 MHz 

First air date 6 July 2006 

Last air date 6 May 2012 

Format AC 

Owner Global Radio 


Atlantic FM was an Independent Local Radio station serving Cornwall. Original staff 
included MD Jim Trevelyan, PC Mark Chapple, and News Editor Jamie Reed. Plus 4 news 
reporters, 4 presenters, 6 sales people, a station coordinator, plus some freelance staff. 
The station began broadcasting at 7:30am on 6 July 2006 by Mark Chapple and 
broadcast from studios at St Agnes. The station, aimed at 25- to 54-year-olds, mainly 
played Adult Contemporary music with national & local news and information, 
including surf reports for Cornish towns and locations including Newquay & Polzeath on 
the North Cornwall coast, and Whitsand Bay on the South Cornwall coast. 


On 19 March 2012, it was announced that Global Radio had bought the station from 
joint owners Tindle Radio and Camel Media.” 


The station became part of the Heart Network and merged with Heart Devon on 7 May 
2012 to form Heart South West. Local breakfast and drive programming is broadcast 
from Heart's Exeter studios with a sales office based at Atlantic's former studios at St 
Agnes.! A separate Drivetime show for Cornwall is retained, currently presented by 
James Dundon, alongside hourly local news bulletins throughout the day."! The last 
programme on Atlantic FM, presented by Matt Bunt, aired on Sunday 6 May 2012. 
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Heart West Country 


heart 


City Bristol 


Broadcast area Bristol, Somerset, Bath 


Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency 96.3, 96.5, 97.1, 102.6 & 103.0 MHz 


DAB in Bristol, Bath and Somerset, 


Online 


Format Hot Adult Contemporary 


Owner Global 


Website Heart West Country 


Heart West Country was a regional radio station owned and operated by Global 
Radio as part of the Heart network, broadcasting to Bristol and Somerset. 


It launched on 16 July 2010 as a result of a merger between Heart Bristol (formerly GWR 
FM), Heart Bath (formerly GWR FM Bath) and Heart Somerset (formerly Orchard FM). 


History[edit] 
Further information: Heart Bristol, Heart Bath, and Heart Somerset 


The regional station originally broadcast as three separate stations - GWR FM began 
broadcasting to Bristol in October 1985, following a merger between Radio West and 
Swindon's Wiltshire Radio. Two years later, GWR launched a separate service for the 
Bath area (although some local programming was simulcast with GWR Bristol). 
Meanwhile, Orchard FM began broadcasting to Somerset in November 1989 - the station 
was bought out by GWR Group as part of its acquisition of the Orchard Media Group ten 
years later. 


In 2005, the GWR Group merged with Capital Radio to form GCap Media - shortly 
afterwards, Orchard FM and ten other stations (outside of the company's primary target 
area) were put on sale. The sale was called off a few months later because of lower than 
expected bids. In November 2008, GCap was taken over by Global Radio. 


GWR in Bristol & Bath and Orchard FM were rebranded as Heart on 23 March 2009. On 
21 June 2010, Global Radio announced it would merge the three stations as part of 
plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 33 to 16.4 The new station began 
broadcasting from the 'West Country Broadcast Centre' in Bristol on Friday 16 July 2010, 
leading to the closure of studios in Taunton.= 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart West Country would be merged with 
three sister stations in Devon and Cornwall, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire.“ 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising.= Local 
breakfast and weekend shows were with network programming from London. 


Heart West began broadcasting regional programming from the Bristol studios on 3 June 
2019.9 
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Heart Bristol 


heart 


City Bristol 
Broadcast area Bristol and surrounding areas 


Frequency 96.3 MHz, 
103.0 MHz 
RDS Name: HEART__ 
NOW Bristol DAB multiplex 


First air date (as Radio West) 27 October 1981 


Format Hot AC 


Heart 96.3 (formerly GWR FM Bristol) is a radio station serving Bristol and 
surrounding areas and broadcasting on 96.3 MHz in Bristol and Weston-super-Mare. 


Launched in 1981 as Radio West, it was merged with neighbouring Wiltshire Radio and 
relaunched under the name GWR in 1985, retaining the name through several changes 
of ownership until rebranding in March 2009. Heart Bristol merged with sister stations 
in Somerset and Bath to form Heart West Country. 


History[edit] 
Radio West[edit] 


Radio West began broadcasting on Tuesday 27 October 1981, eleven years after the 
region's first local radio station BBC Radio Bristol launched. The station started a full 
service commercial radio station on 96.3 MHz FM and 1260 kHz AM (238 metres 
medium wave) - the culmination of a merger between two companies bidding for the 
Bristol and Bath radio licence (Radio Avonside and Bristol Channel) awarded by the 
then Independent Broadcasting Authority. The choice of on-air name proved to be 
simple when the BBC aired a series called Shoestring complete with the fictitious Radio 
West.™ 


Headquartered in expensive studio premises in Bristol's Harbourside, by 1983 the 
station had suffered losses of £300,000. and Roger Day (ex Caroline, Piccadilly, and 
latterly BRMB) were brought in, but to no avail. By October 1983 the station was closing 
each evening at 7:30pm. The station became more mainstream and by late 1984 was 
able to broadcast evenings and late night too. 


Although the station was broadcasting programmes of a high quality (including award- 
nominated computer show Datarama),® listeners remained loyal to the BBC's Radio 
Bristol, already established as the radio station for the area. 


Financially commercial radio struggled to make any money as the 1980s economy in 
Britain was hampered by union strikes. Radio West had not made any profit since it 
started and looked set to close, when the neighbouring local station Wiltshire Radio, 
based in Swindon made an approach to merge the two stations, creating a station 
covering from Weston-super-Mare in the west to Swindon and Hungerford in the east, 
with opt out programming for the two areas. This merger was approved by 

the Independent Broadcasting Authority and was completed in September 1985.” 


Some of the 1980s DJs included Nino Firetto (the weekday breakfast presenter for the 
first six weeks before moving to weekends), Johnnie Walker, Sandy Martin, Keith 
Francis, Dave Glass, Trevor Fry, John Hayes, Dave Barrett, Dave Bowen, Peter Rowell, 
Mark Seaman and Andy Westgate. 


GWR launch{[edit] 


Radio West formally closed at just after midnight on Monday 9 September 1985 with a 
special final programme hosted by Trevor Fry and the final closedown announcement 
from Mark Seaman (the station's programme organiser). Test transmissions for GWR 
commenced the next day before it launched as a 24-hour full service station at 6 am on 
Monday 1 October 1985. 


The new station aired separate output for Bristol and Wiltshire at breakfast and mid- 
morning. All other programmes came from the Wooton Bassett studios at the Lime Kiln. 
New disc jockeys were brought in, however the station still sounded like competitor 
Radio Bristol with its mix of music, news and talk (as was the trend in British 


commercial radio at the time due to needletime restrictions) and listening figures were 
not improving. 


Split services[edit] 


GWR Radio began splitting frequencies as required by the government - which declared 
its desire to end simulcasting on both FM and AM. GWR Radio launched Brunel Radio on 
15 November 1988, a "golden oldies" station on 1260 kHz in Bristol, and 936/1161 kHz 
AM in Wiltshire. In the early 1990s Brunel started networking programming to 2CR 
Radio in Bournemouth and Radio 210 in Reading, Berkshire. Each station had Classic 
Gold appended to the end of their names (e.g. Brunel Classic Gold, 210 Classic Gold). 
Local news and shows were combined with networked programmes in each of its areas. 


After the lifting on sanctions restricting the time spent playing music (so-called 'needle 
time') in 1988, GWR FM became more and more music-led, playing Top 40 chart music 
during the daytime, and specialist music (big band music, rock, rap etc.) was gradually 
phased out. The local element of the station, especially its news coverage, had 
progressively become briefer and reduced in length, then moved onto Brunel Classic 
Gold, before being dropped altogether. GWR FM at last become popular, with the rise in 
listening figures confirming this. 


A Bath ILR licence was awarded by the IBA in 1986. GWR Radio Bath debuted on 22 May 
1987, as a Separate station, later known as Bath's GWR FM and Heart Bath. All 
programming being shared from GWR Bristol, local output was provided for a time at 
breakfast only. However, for official licensing purposes, GWR Bath and Bristol were 
listed as one station and audience figures from RAJAR were combined with GWR 
Swindon. All programming for GWR Bath were broadcast from Bristol, but there was a 
small 'GWR Bath' office in Avon Street at one time. 


The Mix Network[edit] 


In 1992, a re-launch of the station saw The New GWR-FM become the hub of what 

was The Mix Network, a network of radio stations owned by the GWR 

Group (latterly GCap Media) covering southern England and Wales. The radio station's 
(and the group's) long held philosophy of heavily researching the average person's 
listening habits and tastes led by group chairman Ralph Bernard created a tightly 
formatted sound where popular Top 40 chart hits ex-Top 40 songs are blended in with 
older hits. This led to a Better Music Mix format which spread to other radio stations 
within the GWR Group, including Essex FM, Trent FM and Beacon Radio creating a mini 
national network. 


The practice for the Mix Network stations was for each station to play a centrally 
produced playlist (from GWR FM itself). Songs were broadcast at the same time as 
neighbouring group stations and each station adopted the Better Music Mix tagline, to 
be said by local disc jockeys in between songs. Fans of the previous guises of some 
stations bought by the GWR Group, notably Essex FM and Beacon Radio were unhappy 
at the sudden re-branding of the stations, accusing the new management of reducing 
local output such as news bulletins and replacing local programming with networked 
shows such as Late Night Love and The Request Fest, which originated from the Bristol 
studios. 


Despite protests from outside Bristol, GWR FM continued to be popular with RAJAR 
listening figures showing an average 14% listening share of all radio broadcast in the 
area. 


Licence renewal[edit] 


In 2002 the Radio Authority renewed GWR FM's licence. It was due to expire in October 
2009, but will now expire on 28 October 2013, according to GWR FM licensees page. 

™ However it is expected to be automatically renewed because it provides 

a DAB simulcast signal. This is the same scenario applies to its sister stations GWR FM 
Bath and Classic Gold 1260. 


Weston-super-Mare relay[edit] 


In late 2007, GWR FM launched a relay of their Bristol service to the Weston-super-Mare 
area on 103.0 MHz FM, as for many years Weston had been officially covered by the 
station, but had suffered from a poor 96.3 MHz FM signal in many parts of the town. The 
programming on this relay was identical to the Bristol service, aside from jingles and 
sweepers that stated 'GWR Weston’, and had separate advertisements for North 
Somerset listeners. This led to the somewhat confusing situation that although the 
station branding said 'GWR Weston’, all DJ links reference 'GWR Bristol’ and feature 
Bristol oriented news, event guides and competitions. 


Ofcom yellow card[edit] 


On 13 March 2009, Ofcom issued GWR Bristol with a "yellow card" after a content 
sampling report showed that only 47% of GWR Bristol's music was from the past 2 
years, much lower than its minimum 75%.2! Ofcom are now planning to monitor the 
station again soon after its rebrand to Heart. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to merge Heart Bristol with Heart 
Somerset and Heart Bath as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of stations from 
33 to 16.24 The new station, Heart West Country, began broadcasting from Bristol on 16 
July 2010.84 


GWR acronym([edit] 


The initials GWR have an association with the Great Western Railway especially in the 
South West of England, and there is a popular misconception with listeners that the 
station stands for Great Western Radio. Indeed, neighbouring GWR Wiltshire was called 
Wiltshire Radio (WR) before its merger with Radio West. However, according to group 
management, the letters GWR did not stand for anything. In fact the station 
management at the time did try to secure the name Great Western Radio, however it 
was already the trading name of a Bristol electronics shop, who refused to relinquish 
the title. 


It should also be noted that GWR's oldies service was originally called Brunel Classic 
Gold, after the Great Western Railway's founding father Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 


GWR Group/[edit] 


The company which formerly owned GWR, the GWR Group, expanded from the late 
1980s / early 1990s onwards to purchase other stations throughout the country. Many 
UK stations now follow the GWR format. It became the largest radio company in the UK, 
before merging with its competitor Capital Radio to become GCap Media on 9 May 2005. 


Premises[edit] 


e 1982-2001: Watershed Centre, Canons Road, Bristol 


e 2001-present: Passage Street, Bristol (also houses Classic Gold 1260, Heart Bath 
and Chill) 


See also[edit] 


e Heart Network 

e Heart Bath 

e Heart Gloucestershire 
e Heart Wiltshire 
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Heart Bath 


heart 


City Bristol 
Broadcast area Bath 


Frequency 103 MHz, 
NOW Wiltshire DAB Multiplex, 


Online 
First air date (as GWR FM Bath) 22 May 1987 
Format Hot AC 
Owner Global Radio 


Heart 103 (formerly GWR FM Bath) was an independent radio station 
serving Bath in Somerset, England, broadcasting on 103 MHz FM, on DAB Digital 
radio and online. 


History[edit] 


In 1986, a Bath ILR licence was awarded by the IBA. GWR Radio Bath first broadcast 
on 22 May 1987. 


In its latter years, the station played Hot adult contemporary, ranging from the early 
1980s to the current successful chart hits. The station was rebranded on 23 March 2009 
in line with the rebranding by Global Radio of most of the One Network.™ 


Up until its closure, the station shared some of its programming with Heart Bristol. 
21 However, for official licensing purposes Heart Bath and Bristol were listed as one 
station and audience figures from RAJAR are combined with Heart Wiltshire. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Bath and merge the 
station with Heart Bristol and Heart Somerset as part of plans to reduce the Heart 
network of stations from 33 to 16.“ The new station, Heart West Country, began 
broadcasting from Bristol on 16 July 2010.5 


See also[edit] 


e Gcap Media 
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Heart Somerset 


City Taunton 
Broadcast area Somerset 
Frequency 96.5, 97.1 and 102.6 MHz 


First air date 26 November 1989 


Format Hot AC 


Owner Global Radio 


Heart Somerset (formerly Somerset's Orchard FM) was an Independent Local 
Radio station serving Somerset, England. Originally owned by (and officially remains 
licensed to) Orchard Media Ltd, the company was purchased by GWR Group in 1999, 
and subsequently became owned by GCap Media in 2005. Somerset's Orchard FM (later 
Heart Somerset) broadcast from studios at Haygrove House (a converted farmhouse 
and grounds) at Shoreditch near Taunton Racecourse, Taunton, adjacent to the M5. 


History[edit] 


In November 2005 it was announced that GCap's local radio stations in the South West, 
including Orchard FM, were to be sold. This is because they were outside of the 
company's primary target area. This sale was called off in Spring 2006 because the bids 
received were much lower than hoped. 


2008 saw the takeover of GCap Media by Global Radio. On 20 January 2009, it was 
announced that Orchard FM, along with 11 other stations in Southern England, would be 
rebranded as Heart on 23 March 2009.4 


Presenters on the station over the years included Bob McCreadie (later Pirate FM and 
Radio Plymouth), Steve Bulley (now at Wessex FM), Jennie Gow (now presenter 

of MotoGP for the BBC), Steve Carpenter (Radio Exe), Jon White (now The Breeze), Mike 
Harwood, Dave Hills, Dan Jennings, Alex James (Alex Breingan), Tim Ley, Gregory 
Steven's, Dave Gould, Robert D'Ovidio (now Capital 95.8), Jeremy Kyle, lan Burrage, 
Laura James (now The Breeze), Matt Bown (later BBC Southwest) and Ben Clark. 
Newsreaders included Rachel Hart, Nicola Maxey, Darren Bevan, Helen Martin and Lisa 
Hay (later BBC Southwest, Mike Marsh. Black Thunder was the name given to Orchard 
FM's promotional team and their heavily branded 4x4 vehicles based at the Taunton 
studios, staffed by presenters including Laura James and Matt Bown along with 
promotional staff Becci Balliston, Matt Burd, Jodi Peppin and Jemma Crook. 


Network restructuring[edit] 


On 21 June 2010, Global Radio announced plans to close Heart Somerset and merge the 
station with Heart Bristol and Heart Bath as part of plans to reduce the Heart network of 
stations from 33 to 16.2 The final local programme was broadcast on Friday 16 July 
2010 by long-standing breakfast presenters lan Burrage and Laura James. The new 
station, Heart West Country, began broadcasting from Bristol on the same date.“ 


Transmitters[edit] 


The main frequency is on 102.6 MHz FM from the Mendip TV Mast. This is at 4 kW, 
mixed polarisation. The signal is highly directional, with the maximum ERP only being 
radiated to the south and into Somerset in order to prevent a coverage and thus 
programming overlap with Heart from Bristol. 


Other frequencies are 97.1 MHz FM from Chedington (near Crewkerne), which is at 

400 watts, but again directional in order to prevent interference with nearby Wessex FM 
from the Dorchester area, which broadcasts on 97.2 MHz FM. This transmitter exists to 
reinforce coverage in the Yeovil, North Dorset and South Somerset areas. 


96.5 MHz FM radiates from a 60 watt transmitter located in the grounds of the 
converted farm at Shoreditch in Taunton, from which Orchard FM and Heart Somerset 
were based. This transmitter reinforces signal in the Taunton area. 


References[edit] 
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Heart Wiltshire 


heart 


City Swindon 

Broadcast Swindon and west Wiltshire 
area 

Branding This is Heart 

Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency 102.2 MHz, 96.5 MHz, 97.2 MHz, 


RDS Name: Heart___ 


NOW Swindon DAB multiplex 
NOW Wiltshire DAB multiplex 
and Online [1] 


First air date (as Wiltshire Radio) 12 October 1982 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Global 
Website Heart Wiltshire 


Heart Wiltshire (formerly GWR FM Wiltshire) was a local radio station owned and 
operated by Global Radio as part of the Heart network. It broadcast to north and 

west Wiltshire. The station was rebranded to Heart in March 2009 in line with Global 
Radio's rebranding of most of the One Network, to which the station was part of.'<!*ation 


needed] 


Because of the rebrand, the station recently started targeting 25 to 44 year-olds. 
iwen The local competitors are BBC Wiltshire, 107 Sam FM and community radio 
station, Swindon 105.5. 


History[edit] 


Heart Wiltshire launched on 12 October 1982 under its original name, Wiltshire 

Radio (shortened often to WR). Broadcasting from 'The Limekiln’ in Wooton Bassett, 
they capitalised on the fact that BBC Radio 1 had bad reception in North Wiltshire and it 
was to be nine years before BBC Local Radio launched in the county. The station began 
a full service commercial radio station on 96.4 and 97.4 MHz FM and 936 and 

1161 kHz AM (320 and 258 metres medium wave). 


Because there was a lack of BBC radio for Wiltshire and therefore no competition, 
Wiltshire Radio found it relatively easy to build a very loyal listenership and only a few 
months into broadcasting became very profitable. Early programmes started out with a 
general diet of local news, community information, talk and middle-of-the-road pop 
music, then eventually became more and more formatted, saving its 4-hour 'needle 
time’ daily music quota for the evening show to play rock and newer pop. The station's 
Head of Programmes Ralph Bernard went on to become a very significant figure in 
British commercial radio as founder of Classic FM. 


Commercial radio in Britain struggled to make any money. !t#taneeee Wiltshire Radio grew 
as a company, Capitalising on its dominance in the local radio market. «tation neede WWR made 
tentative plans for growth as it set to acquire struggling Bristol station Radio West. 
Radio West never made a penny since it started and looked set to close when WR made 
an official approach to merge the two stations, creating a station covering from Weston- 
super-Mare in the west to Swindon and Hungerford in the east. !t#iex22ee This merger was 
approved by the British Government and was completed in 1985. 


Wiltshire Radio into GWR[edit] 


In October 1985, Wiltshire Radio relaunched as GWR Radio, a 24-hour radio station 
(previously Wiltshire Radio closed overnight). However the sound didn't change much as 
GWR Radio was essentially a revamp which coincided with the re-launch of its sister 
station in Bristol. 


Split services[edit] 


GWR Radio began splitting frequencies as required by the British Government - which 
declared its desire to end simulcasting on both FM and AM. In November 1988 GWR 
Radio launched Brunel Radio, a golden oldies service (now part of the Gold) network 
whilst GWR FM launched an opt-out service for West Wiltshire as a more localised 
service, this was however dropped a few weeks later, citing "poor reception". A fill-in 
relay for Marlborough was opened on 14 October 1988 on 96.5 MHz FM. 


After the lifting on sanctions restricting the time spent playing music (so-called 'needle 
time') in 1988, GWR FM became more and more music-led, playing Top 40 chart music 
during the daytime, and specialist music (big band music, rock, rap etc.) was over time 
eliminated. The local element of the station especially its news coverage had 
progressively become briefer and reduced in length, then moved onto Brunel Classic 
Gold, before being dropped altogether. 


Football sponsorship[edit] 


The station sponsored Swindon Town Football Club from 1989 until 1991, during the 
time that they won promotion to the First Division via the playoffs, but remained in 
the Second Division due to financial irregularities. 


GWR FM - Reboot[edit] 


In 1992 a re-launch of the station saw it rebranded as The New GWR FM, with a policy of 
reduced speech and the dropping of all R&B and hip hop music from the station's 
output. This policy was gradually extended to other GWR Group stations, such as 2-Ten 
FM in Reading and 2CR FM in Bournemouth. The GWR Group expanded from the late 
1980s through to 2005, purchasing other stations throughout southern England, 
eventually becoming the largest radio company in the UK. 


The Mix Network[edit] 


The harmonisation of playlists across the GWR Group led to the creation of The Mix 
Network in 1997, with GWR Wiltshire at the hub. The radio station's (and the group's) 
long held philosophy of heavily researching the average person's listening habits and 
tastes led by Group chairman Ralph Bernard has created a tightly formatted sound 
where popular Top 40 chart hits ex-Top 40 songs are blended in with older hits. This 
format, with the strapline "Better Music Mix", was then subsequently adopted by all 
stations within the GWR Group, including Essex FM, Trent FM and Beacon Radio creating 
a mini national network. 


The practice for the Mix Network stations were each station played a centrally produced 
playlist (from GWR FM itself), songs were broadcast on or almost at the same time as 
neighbouring group stations and each station adopted the "Better Music Mix" tagline, to 
be said by local disc jockeys in between each song. Fans of the previous guises of some 
stations bought by the GWR Group, notably Essex FM and Beacon Radio were 
shocked and disgusted at the sudden re-branding of the station's taglines and playlists, 
accusing the new management of reducing local content such as news reports and 


cancelling local shows in place of programming from the Mix Network, such as Late 
Night Love and The Request Fest, which originated from the Bristol studios .!etat#enneeded 


Now Digital[edit] 


In 2003 Now Digital, a subsidiary of GWR Group launched local DAB services for 
Wiltshire and Swindon. In Swindon GWR FM went digital along with sister station Classic 


Gold, BBC Radio Swindon, Swindon FM and XFM amongst others. In West Wiltshire 
and Bath GWR FM Bath and BBC Radio Wiltshire airs in place of GWR Swindon and 
Radio Swindon respectively. 


The One Network[edit] 


On 9 May 2005, GWR Group merged with Capital Radio Group to form GCap Media. The 
programming format of GWR was essentially unchanged by the merger, with The Mix 
Network being rebranded as The One Network. 


Global Radio takeover[edit] 


In 2008, GCap Media was taken over by Global Radio, who subsequently announced 
that GWR Wiltshire, in common with many other of the other One Network stations, 
would be rebranded Heart, by 2010. GWR subsequently relaunched as Heart 
Wiltshire on 23 March 2009.4 


GWR's oldies service was originally called Brunel Radio, after the Great Western 
Railway's founding father Isambard Kingdom Brunel. station needed 


Station merger[edit] 


On 26 February 2019, Global announced Heart Wiltshire would be merged with three 
sister stations in Bristol and Somerset, Devon and Cornwall and Gloucestershire. 


From 3 June 2019, local output will consist of a three-hour regional Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside localised news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Heart Wiltshire's studios in Swindon closed with operations moving to Bristol - the 
station ceased local programming on 31 May 2019. Local breakfast and weekend shows 
were replaced with network programming from London. 


Heart West will begin broadcasting regional programming on 3 June 2019. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Ralph Bernard e Kirsten O'Brien 

e Philippa Collins e Peter Rowell 

e Myleene Klass e Tim Smith 

e Scott Mills e Graham Torrington 
e Vic Morgan e Charlie Wolf 


See also[edit] 


e Heart e Heart Bath 
e Heart Bristol 
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Heart West Midlands 


heart 


City Birmingham 


Broadcast area Birmingham and the West Midlands 


Branding This is Heart 
Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency FM 


100.7 MHz 


RDS: Heart__ 
DAB 


Online 
First air date 6 September 1994 
Format Hot AC 
Owner Global 


Sister stations Capital Midlands 


Smooth West Midlands 


Website Heart West Midlands 


Heart West Midlands is a regional radio station owned and operated by Global as part 
of the Heart network. It broadcasts to the West Midlands from studios in Birmingham. 


History[edit] 


Heart began broadcasting to the West Midlands on Tuesday 6 September 1994, as 
100.7 Heart FM, becoming the UK's third Independent Regional Radio station, five days 
after Century Radio in the North East and Jazz FM North West. 


The first song to be played on 100.7 Heart FM was Something Got Me Started by Simply 
Red. Its original format of "soft adult contemporary" music included artists such 

as Lionel Richie and Tina Turner. Reflecting this, its early slogan described the station as 
being "100.7 degrees cooler". 


Its programming format was modified in 1996, a year after Chrysalis launched Heart 
106.2 in London. The new format saw the "soft" AC music replaced with a generally 
more neutral Hot AC music playlist. This saw radio audience listening figures grow to 
equal that of local rival BRMB, which had been the leading commercial radio station in 
the West Midlands. New presenters were brought in from other stations; Daryl 
Denham arrived in 2000 from Hallam FM's breakfast show in a high-profile move, 
while lan Danter and Carlos also arrived from BRMB. 


One of Heart's most popular presenters, Tushar Makwana, was killed in 2004 following a 
burglary at his home which left him injured on his doorstep.“ The station's staff paid 
tribute to the presenter on-air, and campaigned for the person(s) responsible to be 
brought to justice. The station's reception area at the former Broad Street studios 
included a photographic tribute and plaque. 


Following a corporate rebrand of the station, including a change of logo, the more 
contemporary look was soon reflected in the station's sound. The format was later 
described as more Hot AC and featured more music from the likes of Natasha 


Bedingfield, James Blunt and Keane as well as soul music from the 1970s, branded 
as Club Classics. During this relaunch, long-time presenters departed the station, such 
as Carlos, and Nick Piercey, to be replaced by younger presenters. 


2005 saw the evacuation of its studios after West Midlands Police alerted staff and other 
civilians following a bomb alert in Birmingham's Broad Street complex. The station 
continued to operate, initially relaying sister station LBC News 1152 before transmission 
switched to the studios of Century 106 (now Gem 106) in Nottingham which broadcast 
reports from DNN journalists, who had to broadcast from a phone booth due to 
restrictions on the use of mobile phones. 


On 11 September 2006, new station idents and jingles were used for the first time, and 
saw the station referred to purely as 'Heart' rather than '100.7 Heart FM'. 


On 25 June 2007 it was announced that Heart along with its sister stations The 
Arrow, LBC and Galaxy were to be sold for £170 million to Global from Chrysalis Radio. 


On 28 April 2008, Heart West Midlands began simulcasting most of its programmes 
from Heart 106.2 in London. By 2010, local programming from Birmingham was reduced 
to seven hours on weekdays and four hours on Saturday and Sunday. 


In February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would replace Heart West Midlands' local 
breakfast and weekend shows with networked programming from London.“ 


As of 3 June 2019, the station's local output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Station information[edit] 


Former logo discontinued in 2004 


The station was housed in 111 Broad Street - the same building as Global Radio-owned 
sister stations Capital Birmingham and The Arrow. The Digital News Network (DNN) also 
broadcast from the building until it ceased transmission in August 2006, to be replaced 
by LBC, whose regional DAB service was fully rolled out on 1 September. 


In April 2013, Global moved its Birmingham operations from Broad Street to new studios 
at nearby Eleven Brindleyplace - Heart shares its facilities with sister stations Capital 
Birmingham and Smooth West Midlands. 


The FM signal - 11kW ERP - is broadcast from the Sutton Coldfield transmitter, and is 
audible throughout a large part of the Midlands, including the East Midlands towns 

of Leicester, Derby and parts of Nottingham. It can be heard with fairly decent audible 
quality in Kingswood, Bristol. This is because Kingswood is very high up meaning there 
is a clear line of sight between the north and Kingswood. The station is available 

on DAB, thanks to eight transmitters throughout the West Midlands on the MXR 12A 
multiplex, with strong signals from The Wrekin and IImington in south Warwickshire. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Birmingham studios 
from 4-7pm on weekdays, presented by Ed James and Gemma Hill. 


News[edit] 


Global's Birmingham newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins from 6am to 
7pm on weekdays and from 6am to 12pm at weekends." The newsroom also produces 
bulletins for sister stations Capital Midlands and Smooth West Midlands.“ 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
Notable former presenters[edit] 


Former presenters on the station include Carlos, Daryl Denham, Phil Upton, Nick 
Piercey, Sarah Jane Mee and Joel Ross. ‘tation needent 


References[edit] 


1. ^ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/3483125.stm DJ dies after gang 
robbery 


2. ^ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/4668313.stm Birmingham threat 'real' - police 

3. ^ Chrysalis sells three radio stations 

4. ^ Global to network Capital, Heart and Smooth breakfast shows, RadioToday, 26 
February 2019 

5. ^ Amanda Holden to join Jamie Theakston for Heart UK Breakfast, Radio Today, 29 April 
2019 

6. ^ Jump up to:? #¢ Public File - West Midlands, heart.co.uk, 1 June 2019 

7. ^ Heart Drivetime show presenters announced by Global, Radio Today, 20 May 2019 


External links[edit] 


e Heart West Midlands 
e Sutton Coldfield transmitter 


Heart Yorkshire 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


ee This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Heart 
Yorkshire" - news = newspapers * books + scholar » JSTOR (March 


2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Heart Yorkshire 


heart 


City Leeds 


Broadcast area South and West Yorkshire 


Branding This is Heart 

Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 

Frequency 106.2, 107.6, 107.7 MHz / 
DAB 


First air date 25 March 2002 (as real radio) 
6 May 2014 (as Heart Yorkshire) 


Last air date 1 April 2014 (as real radio) 


Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Communicorp 


Sister stations Capital Yorkshire 


Website Heart Yorkshire 


Heart Yorkshire (previously Real Radio Yorkshire) is a regional radio station owned 
by Communicorp and operated by Global as part of the Heart network. It broadcasts 
to South and West Yorkshire from studios in Leeds." 


Overview([edit] 


106-108fm 


Real Radio logo, 2002 - 2012 


Real Radio[edit] 


Real Radio Yorkshire launched on 25 March 2002.2! The station transmits from Emley 
Moor on 106.2 MHz FM, which covers the majority of South Yorkshire and West 
Yorkshire, including Leeds, York, Doncaster, Huddersfield and Rotherham. It also 
broadcasts from Idle on 107.6 MHz FM to Bradford and Halifax, and on 107.7 MHz FM 
from Tapton Hill to Sheffield. Real Radio Yorkshire also broadcast across the whole of 
Yorkshire on DAB using the Regional MXR multiplex 


Heart[edit] 


On 25 June 2012 it was announced Global (the owner of stations such 

as Capital and Heart) had bought GMG Radio. The former GMG stations, including Real 
Radio, continued to operate separately as 'Real and Smooth Limited’ until 1 April 2014.2 
[4] 


On 6 February 2014, Global announced it would be rebranding all Real Radio stations as 
Heart.© On 1 May 2014, local programming moved from Tingley, Wakefield to share 
facilities with sister station Capital Yorkshire in Hanover Walk, Leeds. 


The full relaunch as Heart Yorkshire took place on Tuesday 6 May 2014. The station's 
audience share increased from 5.5% to over 7% following the relaunch. In June 2015 
the Yorkshire MXR multiplex closed.“ Heart Yorkshire moved their services to local 
multiplexes in Leeds, Bradford and Sheffield, however they chose not to take up options 
in Hull and York. 


In February 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Global announced it would replace Heart Yorkshire's local breakfast 
and weekend shows with networked programming from London. 


As of 3 June 2019, the station's local output consists of a three-hour Drivetime show on 
weekdays, alongside local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Global's London headquarters, 
including Heart Breakfast, presented each weekday by Jamie Theakston and Amanda 
Holden. 


Regional programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Leeds studios from 4- 
7pm on weekdays,“ presented by David Dixon and Emma Lenney. 


News[edit] 


Global's Leeds newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends - including two ten-minute weekday 
programmes, Heart Morning News at 6am and Heart Nightly News at 6.45pm - and 
headlines on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows.2% 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
The Leeds newsroom also produces bulletins for Capital Yorkshire. 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e Wes Butters e Debbie Lindley 
e Rich Clarke e Ryan Seacrest 
e Gary Davies e Graeme Smith 
e Daryl Denham e Chris Tarrant 
e Martin Kelner e Kate Thornton"! 
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Heart Dance 


Slogan Non-Stop Club Classics 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister stations 


Website 


Heart Dance is a national digital radio station owned and operated by Global as a spin- 
off from Heart." The station broadcasts from studios at Leicester Square in London. 


Launched on 21 June 2019, Heart Dance is a rolling music service playing Rhythmic 
AC and Hot AC. The station has presenters at peak times but is mostly an automated 
service. Heart's Club Classics already airing Friday and Saturday evenings on the main 
Heart station will be simulcast with Heart Dance. m2 


The station broadcasts nationally on Digital One DAB and online alongside the existing 


DAB - D1 (national) 
Sky: Channel 0146 


21 June 2019 


Rhythmic AC & Hot AC 


Global 


Heart Extra 


Heart 70s 


Heart 80s 


Heart 90s 


Heart Dance 


Heart Extra and Heart 80s services. 


On 7 October 2019, the station launched on Sky channel 0146 replacing Smooth Extra. 


Presenters[edit] 


e Toby Anstis (Heart Dance Breakfast, weekdays; Heart's Club Classics: Friday 


evening, simulcast with Heart)" 


e Pandora Christie (Heart's Club Classics: Saturday evening, simulcast with Heart)! 
e Lucy Horobin (Heart Dance Drivetime, weekdays; Saturday mid-morning)" 
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Heart Extra 


near 


Ox 


Branding Heart Extra 

Slogan Turn up the Feel Good! 
Frequency DAB - D1 National 
First air date 29 February 2016 
Format Hot AC 

Owner Global 

Sister stations Heart Dance 


Heart 70s 


Heart 80s 
Heart 90s 


Website www.heart.co.uk/extra/ 


Heart extra is a national digital radio station owned and operated by Global as a spin- 
off from Heart, and broadcast from studios at Leicester Square in London. 


On 2 February 2016 Global announced that Heart Extra would launch on national DAB 
on 29 February. = 


The station broadcasts a presenter-free music sequence from 10-4pm on weekdays. 
Outside this time, it simulcasts Heart London programming, including the Heart 
Breakfast show hosted by Jamie Theakston and Amanda Holden, and Heart 
Drivetime hosted by JK and Kelly Brook." 


On 14 March 2017, Heart Extra was removed from the Sky and Virgin Media TV 
platforms in favour of new sibling Heart 80s.“" Heart Extra continues to broadcast on 
DAB and online as before. 


Heart extra XmasS[edit] 


Heart Extra was re-branded as Heart extra Xmas, a pop-up Christmas music service with 
the slogan 'Turn up the festive feel good!', during November and December 2016. The 
pop-up festive offering was Global's successor to the prior Smooth Christmas service. 
Heart Extra Xmas ran again at the end of 2017. Heart Extra Xmas was relaunched again 
for 2018, this time running between 3 November until midnight on 26 December 2018". 
Heart Extra Xmas relaunched for 2019 on November 1, 2019.8 
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Heart 70s 
Slogan Non Stop 70s Feel Good 
Frequency DAB+ - D1 (national) 
First air date 30 August 2019 
Format 1970s music 
Owner Global 
Sister stations Heart Dance 


Heart Extra 
Heart 80s 
Heart 90s 


Website Heart 70s 


Heart 70s is a national digital radio station owned and operated by Global as a spin-off 
from Heart." The station broadcasts from studios at Leicester Square in London. 


Launched on 30 August 2019, Heart 70s is a rolling music service playing non-stop “feel 
good” music from the 1970s. It has its own dedicated live breakfast show, hosted 

by Carlos, 6-10am on weekdays. At other times, the station is mostly an automated 
service. 
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Heart 80s 
Slogan Non-Stop 80s Feel Good 
Frequency DAB+ - D1 (national) 


Sky: Channel 0112 
Virgin Media: Channel 921 


First air date 14 March 2017 
Format 1980s music 
Owner Global 

Sister stations Heart Dance 


Heart Extra 
Heart 70s 
Heart 90s 


Website Heart 80s 


Heart 80s is a national digital radio station owned and operated by Global as a spin-off 
from Heart." The station broadcasts from studios at Leicester Square in London. 


Launched on 14 March 2017, Heart 80s is a rolling music service playing non-stop “feel 
good” music from the 1980s. It has its own dedicated live breakfast show, hosted 

by Roberto, 6-10am weekdays and 8am-12pm each Saturday.” At other times, the 
station is mostly an automated service. 


The station broadcasts nationally on Digital One DAB and online alongside the existing 
Heart Extra service. Shortly after its launch it replaced Heart Extra on television 
platforms." 


On Wednesday 28 August 2019, the station switched its Digital One service from 
broadcasting in mono using DAB to a stereo service in the DAB+ standard. The surplus 
capacity vacated by this move was used the following day to add another sibling, Heart 
90s in DAB+.” 
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Heart 90s 
Slogan Non Stop 90s Feel Good 
Frequency DAB+ - D1 (national) 


Sky: Channel 0217 


First air date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister stations 


29 August 2019 


1990s music 


Global 


Heart Dance 


Heart Extra 
Heart 70s 
Heart 80s 


Website Heart 90s 


Heart 90s is a national digital radio station owned and operated by Global as a spin-off 
from Heart.™ The station broadcasts from studios at Leicester Square in London. 


Launched on 29 August 2019, Heart 90s is a rolling music service playing non-stop “feel 
good” music from the 1990s. It has its own dedicated live breakfast show, hosted by 
Kevin Hughes, 6-10am on weekdays.“ At other times, the station is mostly an 
automated service. 


The first song played on the station was "Wannabe" by the Spice Girls. On 12 November 
2019, the station launched on Sky channel 0217, following sister station Heart 
Dance launching on there a month prior. 
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Atlantic FM 


Broadcast area Cornwall, United Kingdom 


Frequency 105.1 and 107 MHz 


First air date 6 July 2006 
Last air date 6 May 2012 
Format AC 

Owner Global Radio 


Atlantic FM was an Independent Local Radio station serving Cornwall. Original staff 
included MD Jim Trevelyan, PC Mark Chapple, and News Editor Jamie Reed. Plus 4 news 
reporters, 4 presenters, 6 sales people, a station coordinator, plus some freelance staff. 
The station began broadcasting at 7:30am on 6 July 2006 by Mark Chapple and 
broadcast from studios at St Agnes. The station, aimed at 25- to 54-year-olds, mainly 
played Adult Contemporary music with national & local news and information, 
including surf reports for Cornish towns and locations including Newquay & Polzeath on 
the North Cornwall coast, and Whitsand Bay on the South Cornwall coast. 


On 19 March 2012, it was announced that Global Radio had bought the station from 
joint owners Tindle Radio and Camel Media.” 


The station became part of the Heart Network and merged with Heart Devon on 7 May 
2012 to form Heart South West. Local breakfast and drive programming is broadcast 
from Heart's Exeter studios with a sales office based at Atlantic's former studios at St 
Agnes.” A separate Drivetime show for Cornwall is retained, currently presented by 
James Dundon, alongside hourly local news bulletins throughout the day."! The last 
programme on Atlantic FM, presented by Matt Bunt, aired on Sunday 6 May 2012. 
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Gem 


City Nottingham 

Broadcast East Midlands 

area 

Slogan The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks 

Frequency 106.0FM 

Format Hot AC 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Website Ge 


Gem is an English regional radio station broadcasting to the East Midlands, owned and 
operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio network. The station is 
transmitted from the Copt Oak transmitter close to the M1 north of Leicester in 

the National Forest. 


Historyledit] 
Radio 106[edit] 


Radio 106 launched at 6 am on Tuesday 23 September 1997. Billed as Radio for Grown 
Ups, with an advertising campaign on Central TV for the launch, the new regional 
station was led by ex-Radio Trent managing director Ron Coles with former Centre 


Radio MD Ken Warburton as programming controller. The first presenter on air was 
Dickie Dodd. 


Radio 106's launch schedule included a heavy emphasis on speech content, including 
daily guests on mid-morning shows and a nightly 3-hour phone-in. Specialist music 
output featured country, soul and motown at weekends. The station's launch team 
included Kevin Fernihough, Mark Keen, Willie Morgan, Kenny Hague, Jake Yapp, Peter 
King and Sarah Graham." 


Against competition from established BBC Local Radio and GWR-owned commercial 
stations, Radio 106 recorded poor listening figures for its first set of RAJAR audience 
figures, so within seven months of launch, the station's owners Border Radio 
Holdings opted for a complete relaunch. 


Century 106[edit] 


In April 1998, John Myers took control of the station, which was rebranded as Century 
106 and relaunched with a new team of presenters including Adrian Allen and Chris 
Ashley.2! 


Former Radio Trent presenter David Lloyd became the station's Managing Director and 
Programme Controller with ex-Trent colleagues including Tony Lyman, Craig Strong, 
Gary Burton and Andy Marriott joining the presenting line-up. Other additions to the 
team included Steve Jordan (breakfast) and Bernie Keith (afternoons). 


In May 2000, Century 106, along with the other Century stations in the North East and 
North West, were sold to Capital Radio. David Lloyd left the station to join Galaxy 105 in 
Leeds while presenter Adrian Allen walked out mid-show in protest. The sale to Capital 
brought an increase in the station's sports coverage - as emphasised in the 

slogan music, fun and football. More new presenters joined Century, including lan 

Skye, Jason King, Stuart Ellis, Sam Pinkham and Paula White." 


Heart 106[edit] 


When Capital later merged with GWR, the Office of Fair Trading ordered Century to be 
sold off. Chrysalis bought Century 106 for £29.5m and planned to rebrand the station 
as Heart 106, to go with 100.7 Heart FM in the West Midlands as the area matched 
that of the ITV Central region and would make it more attractive to advertisers. “516 


Heart 106 was launched on 29 August 2005. A further, more subtle rebrand was applied 
in September 2006 which saw the dropping of the frequencies from station names 
across the Heart Network. 


On 25 June 2007, Chrysalis announced the sale of Heart, along with its sister 
stations The Arrow, LBC and Galaxy, for £170 million to Global Radio. 


Following Global's takeover of GCap Media, the Office of Fair Trading again ordered 
Global to sell off Heart and four other Midlands stations - BRMB, Mercia FM, Wyvern 
FM and Beacon Radio. In May 2009, the stations were sold to Orion Media, a company 


backed by Lloyds Development Capital and Phil Riley. 
Gem Radio[edit] 


On 9 November 2010, Orion Media announced that Heart 106 would be relaunched and 
renamed as 'Gem 106' on 1 January 2011. Under the rebrand, the station ended its 
franchise agreement with Global Radio which allowed it to use the Heart identity and 
carry networked programming from London. 


Gem 106 was launched at midnight on Saturday 1 January 2011 with a special 
programme presented by Orion's director of programming and marketing David Lloyd. 
The GEM name stands for 'Great East Midlands’, the name created and used from 1988 
onwards for GEM-AM (later Classic Gold GEM) an AM (medium wave), ‘solid gold’ 
secondary service of Radio Trent. The majority of the station's programming is locally 
produced and broadcast from Nottingham. 


As of March 2016, Gem refreshed their imaging and jingle package using a custom 
package from Wise Buddah. 


On 6 May 2016, the station's owners, Orion, announced they had been bought 

by Bauer for an undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million.2%4 As of 
August 2016, Gem 106 is aligned with the Hits Radio network, using its generic on-air 
imaging package. The station retains its own regional programming throughout the day. 
[12] 


In July 2019, Gem began taking overnight programming from the Hits Radio Network in 
Manchester on Sunday - Thursday nights. The station continues to air local automated 
output at weekends.” 


Audience[edit] 


According to RAJAR figures up to June 2016, the station was listened to by 503,000 
people (out of a possible 2,384,000 listeners) per week, with each listener tuning in for 
an average of 7.1 hours over the course of 7 days. 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


The majority of Gem's programming is produced and broadcast at City Link in 
Nottingham. Late night and overnight programming on Sunday - Thursday, along 

with The UK Chart Show on Sunday afternoons and The Throwback on Sunday evenings, 
originates from the Hits Radio network, based in Manchester. 


The station's current presenters include Jo Russell and Mark 'Sparky' Colerangle 
(weekday breakfast from 16 October 2016), Dan Wood (weekday mid-mornings), Cat 
James (weekday drivetime), Andy Goulding (evenings), Jennie Longdon (Hits Chilled / 
Saturday mornings) and lain Chambers (Saturday mornings). 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Sam Pinkham 
e Sam Nixon & Mark Rhodes 


e Amy Voce 
NewsS[edit] 


Gem broadcasts regional news bulletins hourly from 6 am to 7 pm on weekdays, from 
7 am to 1 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour 
during weekday breakfast with updates every 20 minutes during weekday drivetime.“4! 


Regional bulletins originate from Gem's Nottingham studios and the Free 
Radio Midlands newsroom in Birmingham. National bulletins from Sky News Radio are 
carried hourly at all other times, apart from Sunday afternoons. 


Notts TV link-up[edit] 


Since August 2015, Gem 106's weekday breakfast show has been simulcast live 
on Notts TV with a live video feed from the studio. As of February 2017, Gem 
Anthems on Saturday evenings is also simulcast on the channel. 
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Orion Media 


Orion 


—— media —— 


[Former Private 
|type 
| 


| Industry Media 


Fate Acquired by Bauer Media Group 


Founded 2009 


Defunct 2016 


Headquart Birmingham, England, UK 


ers 

Key Adrian Serle, Chief Executive 

people David Lloyd, Director of Programming & 
Marketing 
Mark Evans, Finance Director 

Website www.orionmedia.com 


Orion Media was a UK commercial radio group, founded in 2009 after a management 
buy-in, with backing from Lloyds Development Capital. It was created from the enforced 
sale of several radio stations in the English Midlands previously owned by Global Radio. 


In May 2016, the company was sold to Bauer Media Group. 


History[edit] 


Following Global Radio's acquisition of GCap Media in 2007, it was deemed that Global 
had an unfair advantage in the West Midlands market as they owned the vast majority 
of stations. 


The OFT wanted to re-install competition in the Midlands area, causing Global to sell 
some of their stations. In May 2009, LDC and the buy-in team 

purchased BRMB, Mercia, Wyvern, Beacon in the West Midlands and Heart 106 in the 
East Midlands from Global Radio for a total price of £37.5 million, beating off 
competition from several other interested parties ™ These stations accounted for around 
three per cent of the total commercial radio audience at the time. 


In June 2009, the new group was named Orion Media. 


In January 2011, Orion's East Midlands station Heart 106 was rebranded and relaunched 
as Gem 106, following the end of a franchise agreement with Global Radio allowing the 
station to use the Heart branding and carry networked programming from London. 


In January 2012, Orion Media announced that its four FM stations in the West Midlands 
region were to be renamed 'Free Radio’ - replacing the individual 

names BRMB, Mercia, Wyvern and Beacon.2! The rebranding took place at 7pm on 
Monday 26 March 2012. 


On 24 May 2012, Orion Media announced it would relaunch its Gold West 
Midlands stations on AM frequencies and DAB as Free Radio 80s later in the year.® The 


station, which aired networked programming from London with opt-outs for sports 
programming, switched to locally produced output playing 1980s music alongside news 
and information and live football commentaries on Monday 4 September 2012, ending a 
franchise agreement with Global Radio which allowed the station to carry Gold branding 
and output. 


On 6 May 2016, Orion announced they had been bought by Bauer for an undisclosed 
fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million. 2 


Orion Media headquarters on Broad Street, Birmingham 
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Heart Digital was a digital radio network of stations that broadcast on DAB Digital 
Radio in the North East of England (on the MXR North East multiplex), the North West of 
England (MXR North West), Yorkshire (MXR Yorkshire), South Wales and the West of 
England (MXR Severn Estuary) and in Central Scotland (Switch Scotland), as part of 

the Heart network. 


Heart Digital is now closed, listeners now hear Heart London or a local Heart service 
instead. Global also used this same approached with their Galaxy branded stations, 
where Galaxy Yorkshire has replaced Galaxy Digital. 


Background[edit] 


The stations are currently in the adult CHR format, although some suggest that they 
broadcast strong Adult contemporary music. The station's breakfast show was a 
delayed simulcast of Heart 106.2's breakfast show with Jamie Theakston and Harriet 
Scott. Other presenters included Paul Hollins and Steve Denyer. The station's 
Programme Manager was Carol Cheetham. 


Saturday nights from 6 pm to 2 am had a show called "Club Classics", which featured 
uninterrupted disco music. After the move to simulcast more with Heart London, the 
shows became presenter-led. 


Most of the MXR multiplex services ceased in 2013 (Yorkshire's continued to 2015). In 
2014 regional Real Radio services in south Wales, central Scotland, Yorkshire, the North 
West and the North East - all areas into which Heart Digital had once broadcast - were 
relaunched as Heart stations on FM and DAB, carrying localised programming, news and 
advertising alongside Heart network content. 


Heart continues to broadcast a digital service, which relays all the output of Heart 
London, into areas where Heart is not currently represented on FM (including the East 
Midlands) and nationally via digital TV platforms. 


Chrysalis Radio Sold[edit] 


On 25 June 2007 it was announced that Heart along with its sister stations The 
Arrow, LBC and Galaxy were to be sold for £170 million to Global Radio from Chrysalis 
Radio.™ 


See also[edit] 
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Marcher Radio Group 


Type Holding 

Industry Media 

Founded 1983 

Headquarters Gwersyllt, Wrexham 
Products Broadcasting 

Website Global (parent company) 


Marcher Radio Group Ltd, previously Marcher Sound Ltd, was a British media 
organisation which operated several radio stations in north Wales and north 

west England. The company, now owned by Global Radio (but legally still existing™), 
founded the independent local radio stations Marcher Sound, Coast 96.3, Buzz 

97.1, Champion FM 103 and Wrexham and Chester Gold, part of the Gold Network. 


History[edit] 


The company was established in 1983 after successfully acquiring a local radio licence 
to broadcast Marcher Sound to Wrexham, Deeside and Chester on 

95.4 MHz FM/VHF (from the Wrexham-Rhos Relay) and 1260 kHz AM/Mediumwave. The 
station launched on 5 September 1983. After a review, the frequency changed to the 
more familiar 103.4 MHz. 


In 1989 the station opened an FM relay to cover the coastal areas of north 
east Wales and The Wirral on 97.1 MHz from the Moel-y-Parc transmitting station. 


Due to IBA rulings, the company ceased simulcasting and started broadcasting different 
services on each frequency. The newer 103.4 FM frequency became MFM 103.4, the 
97.1 FM frequency became MFM 97.1, and the 1260 AM frequency became Marcher 
Gold. 


In 1993, the company acquired the rights to broadcast to the north Wales coast on 
96.3FM, including Llandudno, Holywell and eastern Anglesey, and named the 
service Marcher Coast FM. 


In 1998, Marcher launched Champion 103 broadcasting to Anglesey and Gwynedd from 
the Arfon transmitting station. 


In 1999, MFM 97.1 was re-branded Buzz 97.1, and it moved from Moel-y-Parc to 
the Storeton transmitter, to specifically target listeners in The Wirral. At the same time, 
Marcher Coast FM was re-branded "Coast 96.3". 


Subsequent re-brands saw Buzz 97.1 become branded as "Wirral's Buzz", Champion FM 
103 becoming simply "Champion", Coast 96.3 again becoming simply "Coast" and MFM 
103.4 becoming Marcher Sound. In August 2007, 18 stations of the former Classic Gold 
Digital Network including Classic Gold Marcher were sold back to GCap Media, merging 
it with its own Capital Gold network. At this point Classic Gold Marcher was re-branded 

to simply "Wrexham and Chester Gold". 


Takeovers([edit] 


In 2000, the company was purchased by GWR Group, which included all of its radio 
assets. This followed an attempt to expand the Group further, including bidding for 
another licence on Merseyside, which was later secured by Dune FM. In 2005, GWR 
Group and Capital Radio merged to form GCap Media. 


Upon purchase, Marcher's four FM licences became part of The One Network, a 
nationwide network of independent local radio stations operated by GCap Media which 
syndicated much of its programming from GWR FM Bristol. The practice of programme 
simulcasting has been extensively used by Marcher in the past across its FM stations, 
and still continues this to an extent in its local programming opt-outs. 


In 2005 GCap announced it was to sell many of its radio businesses, including those of 
Marcher Radio Group. However, in March 2006 the company called off the sale.2 


Following acquisition by Global Radio, the Marcher Radio stations broadcasting on FM 
were rebranded as Heart in June 2009. In 2010 three of the stations were merged into 
a new station, Heart North West and Wales.“ In 2014 subsequent changes saw the 
stations become part of the Capital FM Network. 


See also[edit] 


e Buzz 97.1 - became Heart Wirral, now merged into Capital North West and Wales 
e Champion 103 - now Capital Cymru 
e Marcher Sound - became Heart Wrexham, now merged into Capital North West and 


Wales 
e Coast 96.3 - became Heart North Wales Coast, now merged into Capital North West 


and Wales 
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Real Radio 


Broadcast Northern England (exc. 


area Cumbria), Scotland, Wales, Yorkshire 
Slogan Real Good Feel Good Radio (2012 - 2014) 
Last air date May 2014 (Merged with Heart) 

Format Adult Contemporary 

Language(s) English 


Former 88-108FM 


frequencies 
Owner Communicorp/Global Radio 


Website Heart 


Real Radio was a network of five regional radio stations broadcasting to Northern 
England, Scotland, Wales and Yorkshire. Each station broadcast a mix of local and 
networked programming. On Tuesday 6 May 2014, the stations were merged with 
the Heart network. 


History[edit] 


Real Radio logo, 2001-2012 


Sir Robert Phillis, the former GMG chief executive, enlisted John Myers to establish GMG 
Radio. Myers became the company's managing director in 1999, and won GMG its first 
licence in South Wales in April 2000. Real Radio (Wales) launched on Tuesday 3 
October 2000. Initially serving south and west Wales, the station expanded to north and 
mid Wales in January 2011, over two years after winning a second licence. = 


In June 2001, Scot FM was acquired from the Wireless Group for £25.5 million.“ Scot FM 
would become Real Radio's second station at 8 am on Tuesday 8 January 2002." A bid 
to expand the service to Aberdeenshire in 2006 proved unsuccessful, losing out 

to Original 106. 


Real Yorkshire, the third station, launched on 25 March 2002 and broadcast to South & 
West Yorkshire. 81 


In 2008, John Myers convinced the GMG board to invest £1 million in documentaries, a 
first for modern-day UK commercial radio which would lead to several industry awards.™ 
ua Myers left GMG shortly afterwards. 


Real North East and Real North West were introduced from the Century Network on 30 
March 2009.44 Both stations were founded by GMG Radio chief executive John Myers, 
who acquired the two from GCap Media in October 2006.22!3141151 The Discover the Real 
You strapline was introduced to all stations.22 


In July 2008, networked programming was introduced across all stations during evening 
and overnight timeslots,24 and in November 2012 this was increased to daytime 
timeslots.22 Most networked programming was broadcast from studios in Salford Quays. 
Notable presenters included Chris Tarrant"! and Ryan Seacrest who fronted a bespoke 
version of his syndicated US entertainment show On Air with Ryan Seacrest. 242a 


The most recognised strapline Rea/ good, feel good radio, was introduced in March 
2012.1231 


In August 2012, the two former Century Network stations, in the North East and the 
North West, were gaining just half the listeners they once had.25! Both saw a decline in 
Listening Share In TSA % when comparing Q2 period in 2011 and 2012, from 6.30% to 
4.8%, and 3.9% to 3.0% respectively.24 Figures for Scotland also lowered whilst Wales 
and Yorkshire steadied.24 


Closure and merger with Heart[edit] 


heart 


Heart logo, 2014 onwards 


On 25 June 2012, Global Radio (the owner of stations such as Capital and Heart) 
announced it had bought GMG Radio,22! however the GMG radio stations would continue 
to operate separately until a regulatory review into the sale took place.24 


Secretary of State Maria Miller announced in October 2012 that the sale would not be 
investigated on the grounds of plurality.2" The Competition Commission was due to 
publish its final report on 27 March 2013,2# but delays over the decision left the former 
GMG stations in a hold separate situation.22 A holding company called Real and Smooth 
Limited was formed. 


On 21 May 2013, the Competition Commission ruled Global would have to sell radio 
stations in seven areas of the UK - including all areas served by a Real Radio station.22 A 
subsequent appeal by Global was rejected at a tribunal.&4 


On 6 February 2014, Global Radio announced it would be rebranding all Real Radio 
stations as Heart and be selling Real Radio Yorkshire and the Northern licence of Real 
Radio Wales to Communicorp. Heart's network programming and brand name will be 
used under a franchise agreement.22 


On 25 March 2014, the stations began a transition period to the Heart branding. The 
Real Radio branding was phased out on Sunday 20 April 2014 - for the time being, all 
stations are referred to on air as The Heart of (TSA). 


The full launch of the new Heart stations took place at 6 am on Tuesday 6 May 2014. All 
local programming is retained with networked output on all stations carried from 
Global's Leicester Square studios in London, replacing the once networked output from 
Real Radio's Laser House studios in Salford Quays. Real Radio Wales has now been split 
into two separate stations following the changes, by providing localised programming 
from Cardiff and Wrexham respectively. 


List of former Real Radio stations[edit] 


e Heart North East e Heart North West e Heart South Wales 
e Heart North Wales e Heart Scotland e Heart Yorkshire 
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For the Singaporean radio station of a similar name but different frequency, see Gold 
905FM. 


Gold 


The Greatest Hits of all Time 


gold 


Broadcast London, Manchester, East Midlands, 
area Northampton, Peterborough (AM) 


UK (DAB+, Sky, Freesat, Virgin Media and 


online) 


Slogan The Greatest Hits of All Time. 


Frequency 945 & 999 AM & DAB (Nottingham/Derby) 
1332 AM & DAB (Peterborough) 
1458 AM (Manchester) 
1548 AM & DAB+ (London) 
1557 AM & DAB (Northampton) 
DAB (Leicester/Cambridge) 
DAB+ (national, Digital One) 


First air 2 July 1988 (Capital Gold) 


date 3 August 2007 (as Gold) 
Format Classic Hits 

Owner Global 

Sister Capital FM 


stations Capital XTRA 


Classic FM 


Heart 


Heart 70s 
Heart 80s 
Heart 90s 
Heart Dance 
Heart Extra 
LBC 

LBC News 
Smooth Radio 
Radio X 


Website mygoldmusic.co.uk 


Gold is a network of oldies radio stations in the United Kingdom, which was formed by 
the merger of the Capital Gold network and the Classic Gold Network in August 2007. 
The station relaunched in March 2014 as a partly automated service, broadcasting in a 
smaller number of areas than previously, after many of the local AM/DAB Gold 
frequencies were turned over to Smooth Radio. 


The Capital Gold network started in London in 1988 on Capital Radio's AM frequency, as 
the Government urged radio stations to end simulcasting (broadcasting the same 
programmes simultaneously on AM and FM) and threatened to remove one of their 
frequencies if simulcasting continued. The Classic Gold network was similarly formed 
from the AM transmissions of the former GWR Group's station licence areas. (Many of 
the FM pop stations to which the ...Gold stations were sister operations are themselves 
now part of the Heart or Capital networks). 


The original DJs on the early incarnation of Capital Gold included Tony Blackburn, Kenny 
Everett and David Hamilton. The hiring of radio personalities to host networked shows 
continued to be a feature of the Capital Gold and Classic Gold networks as they grew, 
though following the 2014 relaunch Gold only had three presenters. Most programming 
is broadcast from the Gold network studio in Leicester Square, London. 


History[edit] 
See also: Capital London and Independent Local Radio 


As required by the forthcoming 1990 Broadcasting Act, in 1987 the IBA and the Home 
Office ruled that all ILR stations were to permanently split their AM and FM frequencies 
(instead of simulcasting the same service) in order to create new local radio stations 
and improve choice. Capital responded by launching a "golden oldies" station on its AM 
frequency, 1548 AM Capital Gold. The station launched on 2 July 1988 as a weekend- 
only service and went full time on 1 November 1988, while on that date Capital on FM 
became 95.8 Capital FM, a chart contemporary music station. Both stations received 
brand-new jingle packages from Muff Murfin and TM Productions in Dallas. These were 
later followed up by new packages from Californian jingle house Who Did That 


Music (later Groove Jingles) which went on to become well known and essential parts of 
its music programming .!etætien needed 


Capital Gold featured a strong presenting lineup such as Tony Blackburn, who joined 
from BBC Radio London and launched the station, "Diddy" David Hamilton, Paul 
Burnett. Paul Gambaccini and Kenny Everett, who returned to daily broadcasting at 
Capital Gold, hosting daytime shows on weekdays until 1994, when his deteriorating 
health meant he was unable to continue. The mid-late 1990s saw Capital Gold rated 
London's most popular AM radio station and the third-most-popular music station, 
behind Capital FM and BBC Radio 1. !<tatienneedeat 


With Capital Gold proving popular with its London audience, the station management 
decided to syndicate Tony Blackburn's Sunday soul show and expand its popular 
'Sportstime' brand to Birmingham station Xtra AM, which Capital had purchased in 1993 
along with BRMB to form Capital Radio Group plc. This was followed in 1994 with the 
purchase of the Southern Radio Group. !st#torneedea 


Both Capital Radio plc and GWR Group lobbied the then Radio Authority to allow 
syndicated programmes to be broadcast on their AM stations. The Radio Authority 
agreed and it was announced early in 1998 that Capital Gold from London would 
replace Invicta Supergold; Xtra and South Coast followed on 1 June. 


The networking was agreed by the Radio Authority with the stipulation that at /east four 
hours a day of weekday broadcasting were kept and local news, traffic announcements 
and advertising remained on each station. Listeners to the previous local stations were 
dismayed that so much local broadcasting was to be eliminated, resulting in the loss of 
jobs. Capital Radio boss David Mansfield maintained that AM /istenership had steadily 
declined and required a consistent, high-quality programme offering across all stations 
to remain competitive. 


Initially the four hours were scheduled in the afternoon drivetime slot (3 - 7 p.m.) witha 
networked breakfast/morning show hosted by comedian Mike Osman (7 - 11 a.m.). This 
surprised many people in the industry as this sidelined Capital Gold's biggest radio 
name at the time, Tony Blackburn, who had previously presented the weekday 
breakfast show to weekends. However, a few months later Blackburn was moved back 
on the weekday schedule in the afternoon drivetime slot, while local breakfast shows 
were reintroduced to meet the four-hour requirement. A new jingle package from now- 
defunct jingle company AJ Productions and a new slogan - "Great Time Music" heralded 
the major change. 


In 1999, Capital Radio plc acquired Red Dragon FM and its medium wave service Touch 
Radio in South Wales, with the result being that Capital Gold replaced Touch Radio. 
1999 saw the station's reach increase yet again: across the UK and Ireland on Sky. 


In 2002, new logos and imaging re-launched the Capital Gold Network, with the new 
slogan, "The Greatest Hits of the 60s, 70s and 80s", and a further medium wave station 
in Manchester was added after the former Wireless Group agreed to sell Big 1458 AM's 
broadcasting licence. 


Sport[edit] 


1987 also saw the launch of live, uninterrupted football coverage with a programme 
called Capital Gold Sportstime, presented by Jonathan Pearce, who was known for his 
loud, enthusiastic delivery. Prominent football clubs featured on the show 

included Arsenal, Sours, West Ham, Queens Park Rangers, Chelsea and Wimbledon. 


Digital[edit] 


In 1999, CE Digital - a consortium made up of Capital Radio plc and Emap Radio - won 
local DAB digital radio licences for Manchester, Birmingham and London. This was 
followed by similar wins by Capital Radio plc in Kent, Sussex and Hampshire. Capital 
Gold actively encouraged listeners to switch to DAB Digital Radio which offered stereo 
broadcasts for the first time in its history. 


In a dispute with station bosses, Tony Blackburn left the station in 2002, having been at 
the station since Gold's launch in 1988. He hosted weekday drivetime and the Sou/ 
Spectrum until being replaced by Greg Edwards. Blackburn would later appear on 

the Classic Gold Digital Network, leaving when this was combined into Gold. 


In 2004, station management decided to stop broadcasting live football coverage under 
the Capital Gold Sportstime title. Jonathan Pearce had moved to BBC Radio Five Live, 
and the fees involved in acquiring live radio coverage rights had become too costly. A 
replacement sports show, Sports Saturday now covers sports results. A 

Saturday Football League preview magazine was shortly aired in 2004 but discontinued 
a few months later. 


Programming[edit] 


Capital Gold played a range of music, from the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, and added 
1990s music and later. The station had a weekly playlist of new material, plus a "Rated 
And Recommended" list which was chosen by David Jensen. The station played classic 
hits and almost every song played was by a major artist. 


On Saturday morning David Jensen hosted a celebrity and showbiz programme and 
recent notable guests have included Paul Weller, Jools Holland, Jeremy Irons, Smokey 
Robinson and Juliette Lewis. Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings, Greg Edwards 
hosted a soul show called Sou/ Spectrum. On Sunday mornings from 11:00, a chart 
rundown show called From the Bottom to the Top featured the top 20 tracks when the 
featured guest was riding high in the charts. 


Classic Gold merger[edit] 


Following the merger of Capital Radio plc and GWR Group plc to form GCap Media in 
2005, a review of station assets was carried out by Chief Executive Ralph Bernard. One 
of the aims for 2006 was that Capital Gold would be carried on a national digital 
multiplex - enabling near-nationwide coverage - by the merger between itself and 
digital-only station Capital Life. However, following Gcap's purchase of the Classic Gold 
Digital Network in April 2007, the former plan was scrapped, and it was decided to 
merge the two networks to form the 'Gold Network’ (this began at 7 p.m. on 3 August 
2007). The majority of the shows and presenters on the new station were taken from 
Capital Gold's former network, rather than Classic Gold's network, with the exception of 
Erika North, who was the co-presenter on the Classic Gold breakfast show with radio 

DJ Tony Blackburn. She co-hosted the new 'Gold' breakfast show with James Cannon 
until December 2010; with Blackburn having quit the network completely, 

joining Smooth Radio. Local programming took the form of a voice-tracked show on 
weekdays between noon and 4 p.m. 


On 28 June 2010, the local afternoon programming on Gold stations in England was 
dropped by Global Radio following changes in OFCOM regulation. This led to all stations 
receiving networked programme content for London, though split local advertising and 
news bulletins continued to be dropped into the networked output. The broadcaster 
continued to be required to deliver a four-hour local show for Wales, which was 


broadcast on both the South Wales (sister to Red Dragon/Capital) and North Wales & 
Cheshire (ex-Marcher) Gold stations. 


Gold is now owned by Global Radio. As part of the terms and conditions of Global 
Radio's takeover the local stations 

in Birmingham, Coventry and Wolverhampton became under franchise to Orion Media. 
On 24 May 2012, Orion Media announced it would relaunch its Gold West Midlands 
stations on AM frequencies and DAB as Free Radio 80s later in the year. Free Radio 
80s launched on 4 September 2012, playing non-stop 1980s music alongside local news 
and information and live football commentaries, ending a franchise agreement with 
Global Radio which allowed Orion to use Gold branding and carry network output from 
London. 


Transfer of AM and DAB outlets to Smooth Radio[edit] 


On 28 February 2014, Global Radio announced that all but four AM transmitters and 
three DAB transmission areas would be transferred to broadcast their recently 
acquired Smooth Radio station with effect from Monday 24 March 2014. Only London, 
Nottingham, Derby and Manchester would continue to receive Gold Radio on AM 
frequencies, and London & Home Counties, Yorkshire, Leicester and Nottingham areas 
on DAB. These remained with Gold as Smooth Radio is broadcast on FM in London, the 
North West and the East Midlands, and the Yorkshire DAB broadcast was a relay of the 
London service. Global encouraged listeners not in these areas to move to Smooth 
Radio, or else continue to listen to Gold via satellite, cable, or internet streaming. 


Expansion of DAB outlets[edit] 


On 7 September 2015, Global Radio announced Gold would take over the local DAB 
multiplex slots previously occupied by XFM, following the latter's rebrand as Radio X 
and its move to the Digital One national multiplex on 21 September 2015. The 
announcement said Gold would become available again on DAB in Manchester, 
Birmingham, Ayr, Bournemouth, Cambridge, Cornwall, Exeter/Torbay/North Devon, 
Kent, Norwich, Peterborough, Plymouth, Reading/Basingstoke, Southend/Chelmsford, on 
the Sussex Coast and in Swindon. This is in addition to Gold's existing DAB availability in 
London, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Yorkshire.“ 


On Monday 10 June 2019, Gold will be expanded to transmitting nationally via 

the Digital One multiplex, broadcasting in the DAB+ format; the station had been using 
DAB+ for its transmission in London since early 2019. The relaunch as a national service 
was accompanied by a new breakfast show hosted by DJ James Bassam, joining from 
sister station Capital. 


In September 2019, many of the local-level DAB transmissions of Gold were turned over 
to the new service Smooth Country, requiring listeners in affected areas to migrate to 
the national DAB+ transmission of Gold. Gold continues to broadcast on DAB in the East 
Midlands, where Smooth Country took the place of Chill. 


Compilation CDs[edit] 


Capital Gold released a CD compilation early in 2001 called Capital Gold Legends, 
featuring artists such as Blondie, Queen and Tina Turner. This was followed in 
November 2001 by Capital Gold Legends Vol. 2 and in March 2002 by Volume 3, and in 
November 2002 by Sixties Legends, Seventies Legends and Eighties Legends. 


Radio stations[edit] 
On AM and digital radio 


e Gold Cambridgeshire (Peterborough AM & Peterborough/Cambridge DAB) 

e Gold East Midlands (Nottingham/Derby AM & Nottingham/Derby/Leicester DAB) 
e Gold London (AM & DAB+) 

e Gold Manchester (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Northamptonshire (AM & DAB) 

e Gold UK (national) (DAB+ and digital TV) 

e Freesat: 722 

e Sky: 0121 

e Virgin Media: 923) 

Former Gold stations (now Smooth Radio) 


e Gold Berkshire and North Hampshire (AM & DAB) 
e Gold Bristol and Bath (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Central Scotland (DAB) 

e Gold Cumbria (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Dorset (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Essex (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Exeter and Torbay (DAB) 

e Gold Gloucester (AM) 

e Gold Herts, Beds and Bucks (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Humberside (AM) 

e Gold Kent (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Norfolk and North Suffolk (AM & DAB) 

e Gold North East Wales and Cheshire West (AM) 
e Gold North-East England (DAB) 

e Gold North Wales (AM & DAB) 

e Gold North-West England (DAB) 

e Gold Oxfordshire (DAB) 

e Gold Plymouth (AM & DAB) 

e Gold South Hampshire (AM & DAB) 

e Gold South Wales (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Suffolk (AM) 

e Gold Surrey (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Sussex (Berkshire, East & West Sussex) (AM & DAB) 
e Gold South Yorkshire (DAB) 

e Gold Swindon (AM & DAB) 

e Gold Wiltshire (AM & DAB) 


References[edit] 


^ Audio of the launch of Capital Gold's weekend-only service 

^ Gold to be Free Radio 80s in West Mids, Radio Today, 24 May 2012 
^ Changes to AM and DAB transmission, Gold Radio, 28 February 2014 
^ [1], Radio Today, 7 September 2015 


TWD ja 


5. ^ "Gold is now national across the UK, with James Bassam on The More Music Breakfast 
Show!". Gold. Retrieved 30 June 2019. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 4 


LBC 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the UK national radio station. For the national rolling news station, 
see LBC News. For the Lebanese television station, see LBCI. For other things named 
LBC, see LBC (disambiguation). 


This article may contain an excessive amount of intricate 
detail that may interest only a particular 

W audience. Please help by spinning off or relocating any 
relevant information, and removing excessive detail that may 


be against Wikipedia's inclusion policy. (June 2014) (Learn how 
and when to remove this template message) 


LBC 


City London 


Slogan 2007-2014: "London's Biggest 
Conversation" 
Since 2014: "Leading Britain's 


Conversation" 


Frequency RDS: _LBC__, FM 97.3 MHz 
DAB 
- 12C (London) 
- 11D (England, Wales and Northern 


Ireland) 

- 12A (Scotland) 
Freeview: 732 
Freesat: 734 

Sky: 0124 

Virgin Media: 919 
TalkTalk TV: 627 


First air 8 October 1973 
date (London) 
11 February 2014 
(National DAB) 


Format News/Talk 
Owner Global 
Sister LBC News 
stations 

Website Ibc.co.uk 


LBC (originally the London Broadcasting Company) is a London-based national 
phone-in and talk radio station. It was the UK's first licensed commercial radio station, 
beginning broadcasting on Monday 8 October 1973," a week ahead of Capital Radio. 
The launch of LBC also saw the beginning of Independent Radio News broadcasting, as 
LBC provided the service to independent local radio stations nationwide. LBC broadcast 
only to London until 2006, after when it became available, via digital radio, in some 
other parts of the country. It has been available nationwide since 2014. 


LBC is owned by Global and has a like-branded sister station - LBC News - which is 
dedicated to rolling news, travel and weather. 


For a number of years, this station operated as part-time station broadcasting during 
daytime hours only in London on 1152 AM and DAB. The station was relaunched as a 
24-hour station on national DAB+ radio on Monday 28 October 2019. 


History[edit] 
Launch and early history[edit] 


David Jessel was LBC's original breakfast presenter; he opened the station just before 
6 a.m. on Monday 8 October 1973. The original station spawned a number of stars who 


went on to become household names in the British media. They include Adrian Love, Jon 
Snow, Peter Allen, Rosie Boycott, and Bel Mooney. For 10 years from 1975 the breakfast 
show AM was presented by Bob Holness and Douglas Cameron. LBC's late-evening 
interview and phone-in programme between 9 p.m. (later 10 p.m.) and 1 a.m. was 
called Nightline and at various times was hosted by Adrian Love, Robin Houston, Monty 
Modlyn, Jeremy Beadle and Tommy Boyd. There was also a character called 'Mr Nasty' 
(played by John Forest), who argued over the telephone with children. Beadle and 
Forrest went on to star in the Granada Television series Fun Factory. 


Changes of ownership[edit] 


Originally owned by a consortium led by the Canadian Selkirk Communications of 
Vancouver British Columbia, with a 47% stake, LBC was sold in 1987, beginning a 
turbulent commercial history. The new owners were media company Darling Downs, 
later renamed Crown Communications, owned by Australian entrepreneur David 
Haynes. Crown sold the station's original base in Gough Square near Fleet Street in 
the City of London and relocated to Hammersmith; and in 1989 split the station into two 
separate services, the news and comment station LBC Crown FM, and the phone-in 
London Talkback Radio on AM. The transition was not initially well received, and 
substantially increased costs, pushing the company into the red. In 1993 the company 
was sold to Shirley Porter's Chelverton Investments, after Crown got into financial 
difficulty. 


London News Radio[edit] 


The company almost disappeared later in 1993, when the Radio Authority failed to 
renew the company's two licences, LBC Newstalk and London Talkback Radio, awarding 
the frequencies instead to London News Radio, a consortium led by former LBC staff 
and backed by Guinness Mahon. The prospective loss of the franchise brought 
Chelverton to the brink of collapse,“ and London News Radio (soon itself taken over 

by Reuters) bought LBC to keep it on air until the official handover date of October 
1994.8 


London News Radio operated the station from LBC's former studios in Hammersmith as 
London News 97.3, a rolling news and travel information service on the FM band, and 
the phone-in-driven service London News Talk 1152 on the MW band. These names 
were simplified slightly in mid-1995 to News 97.3 and News Talk 1152 respectively, but 
between October 1994 and July 1996 the LBC name was not used on-air at all. 


Return of LBC[edit] 


Reuters then brought in additional shareholders, and between 1996 and 2002 LBC was 
part of London News Radio Limited, a company owned jointly by ITN, Daily Mail and 
General Trust, Reuters, and the GWR Group. This new consortium revived the LBC name 
on 1152AM on 1 July 1996. At the end of 1996 the FM service was relaunched as News 
Direct 97.3FM. Production for the station was moved to the basement of ITN's new 
multimedia building in Gray's Inn Road. 


ChrysaliS[edit] 


In 2002, the company was bought for £23.5m by the media company Chrysalis,“ who 
trumpeted their purchase with the promise that they would lift the listenership to at 
least one million from around 700,000 (LBC had enjoyed an audience of more than two 
million in the early 1980s). Production was moved to Chrysalis's base in North 
Kensington, and the formatting of the two frequencies was swapped, the talk format 
moving to FM and the news format to AM." 


In 2005, the station's Managing Director Mark Flanagan left Chrysalis to set up a 
political consultancy company and was replaced by David Lloyd.2" Some!“ claimed he 
held no previous experience in the talk and chat radio genre, which overlooked the 
almost two years he spent with the Century FM brand in its Border TV ownership days 
where the station was a 50/50 music/talk service. He also introduced 

a podcasting service called LBC Plus, and a number of premium-rate promotional 
opportunities to replace falling advertising revenues experienced by the radio sector. 


In September 2006, the LBC 97.3 station became available in some other parts of the 
country on the digital DAB platform, after Chrysalis bought out its partners and closed 
the Digital News Network rolling news station, which had previously been carried on the 
MXR multiplex. Each multiplex region - the North West, West Midlands, Yorkshire, North 
East, South Wales, and the West - broadcast the London LBC transmission, augmented 
with occasional bulletins of regional news and travel information.2#22! 


Global Radio[edit] 


In February 2007, Chrysalis confirmed media speculation that it was reviewing the 
entire radio operation at its investors' request.” Further media speculation from The 
Guardian suggested that the group had little option, due to shareholder pressure, to sell 
its radio arm, including LBC, raising up to £200 million for new acquisitions, while The 
Daily Telegraph suggested that it could be the subject of a management buyout. 
Subsequently it was announced on 25 June 2007 that LBC along with its sister 

stations The Arrow, Heart, and Galaxy network were to be sold for £170 million to Global 
Radio by the Chrysalis Group, whose Chrysalis Radio operation closed down.24 In 
December 2008 the station moved to the Capital London studios in Leicester Square. 


In April 2007, a new marketing slogan for (what was then called) LBC 97.3 was 
introduced: "London's Biggest Conversation", a play on the station's initials.“ 


Towards the end of October 2012, the station ceased DAB broadcasts to some parts of 
the country. 


On 30 January 2014, LBC announced its intention to return to the DAB platform and 
began broadcasting nationally at 7 am on 11 February 2014 under a new slogan, 
"Leading Britain's Conversation". LBC took up the slot previously occupied by Jazz 
FM (and briefly Birdsong), and dropped the "97.3" from the station name to reinforce 
the notion that it now had national coverage.2e24 


Podcasting[edit] 


LBC claim to be the first radio station in the world to provide full-length podcasts for all 
its major shows, plus podcast-only shows and other things such as backstage interviews 
and mp3s sent to the show, under the name LBC Plus. Most of their podcasts require a 
small subscription fee, but some shows, including Best Of programmes, podcast only 
shows and 'bitesize' versions of programmes, are free.22 


Controversies[edit] 
Tony Blair appearance[edit] 


On 13 January 2004, then British Prime Minister Tony Blair presented an hour-long 
phone-in show on the station, taking pre-booked calls from LBC 97.3 listeners. His 
appearance was part of the 'Big Conversation’ initiative to promote government as 
being more accessible and in touch with the people. During the 10-11 am show, a caller 
explained that he'd been denied access to his children for five years and asked what 
Blair was planning to do about other fathers in a similar situation. The Prime Minister 
assured the caller he would look into his case personally. It later transpired that the 
caller was in fact Fathers 4 Justice member Ron Davis, who in May of that year was 
arrested for entering Parliament and throwing a condom containing purple powder over 
Blair and nearby Cabinet members. Davis claimed the attack was in response to the 


Prime Minister's failure to contact him or look into the matters discussed on LBC 97.3.2 
20)[21 


Ken Livingstone appearances[edit] 


During his tenure as London Mayor, Ken Livingstone was a regular guest on LBC 97.3, 
appearing usually once per month on the Nick Ferrari breakfast show. During the show 
he took calls from LBC listeners and discussed points put to him by Ferrari. It became 
something of a running joke that the Mayor usually arrived late, blaming it on the public 
transport. Livingstone's phone-in sessions alternated between LBC and BBC London 
94.9, and was an opportunity for Londoners to talk to the then-London Mayor. After 
losing the 2008 mayoral election, Livingstone began his own Saturday Morning 
programme on LBC, on 30 August 2008. He stood down in March 2012 to concentrate 
on running for London Mayor again, and was replaced by the former Labour Home 
Secretary Jacqui Smith.2 Until the spring of 2016, he co-hosted a slot on Saturday 
mornings with David Mellor. 222412511261 


Large Hadron Collider switch-on controversy[edit] 


The radio station received dozens of complaints after a broadcast on 10 September 
2008 proclaimed that the end of the world was nigh, due to the initial tests of the Large 
Hadron Collider taking place that day. The station held a phone-in where people would 
say 'goodbye' to Earth. Due to this broadcast being made during the school run, most 
complaints were from parents complaining that their children were terrified by the 

b roa d Cc a st . [citation needed] 


Jeni Barnett and MMR vaccine controversy[edit] 
Main article: Jeni Barnett § 2009 MMR vaccine controversy 


The radio station became involved in the MMR vaccine controversy after a broadcast 
by Jeni Barnett on 7 January 2009 in which she debated the putative dangers of MMR 
vaccine with callers. It became the subject of media controversy, first because her 
views were criticised as irresponsible by medical journalist Dr Ben Goldacre, and then 
because LBC and Global Radio threatened legal action against Goldacre for copyright 
infringement after he refused to remove the audio of the show from his blog, which 
resulted in its being made available at Wikileaks and elsewhere and the preparation of 
transcripts of the broadcast. David Aaronovitch in The Times argued for "a class action 
against LBC for permitting a presenter to inflict her preposterous prejudices on her 
listeners, to the detriment of someone else's kids."24 Norman Lamb MP tabled an Early 


Day Motion criticising Barnett and LBC for the likely effect of the broadcast on public 
health.22 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Nick Abbot e Eddie Mair 

e Steve Allen e Jacob Rees-Mogg 
e Clive Bull e Maajid Nawaz 

e Mark Durden-Smith e James O'Brien 

e lain Dale e lan Payne 

e Nigel Farage e Andrew Pierce 

e Nick Ferrari e Matthew Stadlen 
e Matt Frei e Ayesha Hazarika 


e Shelagh Fogarty 
Call-in showS[edit] 


LBC has held call-in shows for politicians Nick Clegg, Nigel Farage, and Boris Johnson. In 
2016, it was announced that Alex Salmond would be taking part in a weekly call-in 
show.22 This show ran from 13 January to 30 March that year. Salmond was then given a 
three-hour Sunday afternoon show, starting in 17 September 2017, after he lost his seat 
in the 2017 general election. 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


eae Association Category So eel Result 
201 | Diversity in Media Radio Programme / Station of LBC Radio Nominat 
7 Awards the Year ed 
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LBC News 


Broadcast area UK 
| 
Slogan Where the news never stops 


Frequency AM 1152 kHz 
DAB Digital Radio (Digital 1) 


First air date 5 October 1994 
| Format All-news radio 
Owner Global 


Sister stations LBC 


Website lbcnews.co.uk 

| | 

LBC News is a UK rolling news radio station. It broadcasts in Greater London on AM and 
UK wide on DAB and online. 


History[edit] 


The 1152 AM frequency in London has a complicated history of format and ownership. 
The history of continuous news radio in London dates back to the early 1990s. In 
September 1993 London News Radio was awarded the AM and FM licences previously 
held by LBC. They proposed a continuous news service on FM and a news/talk format on 
AM. 


By the time the licence was due to start in October 1994 London News Radio had been 
through several upheavals, first acquiring LBC and then itself being bought up 

by Reuters. At launch on 5 October 1994 the company was known as London Radio 
Services and it operated London News 97.3FM and London News Talk 1152AM. London 
News initially operated on a 20-minute wheel. The first presenters on air were Michael 
Wilson and Clare Catford. The morning sequence was presented by LBC veteran 
Jonathan Staples with Nicky Broyd the afternoon presenter. Drivetime was in the hands 
of Christopher Terry and Brenda Ellison. John Terrett was the evening host. 


By spring 1995, the rolling news format gave way to a more traditional schedule of 
news sequences and magazine programmes. The station name was shortened to News 
97.3 in the summer. In 1996, Reuters sold London Radio Services to the newly formed 
London News Radio (unrelated to the previous LNR company), in which ITN, DMGT, 
Reuters and GWR Group held equal shares. In summer 1996, the station reverted to a 
rolling news format, initially with no name (the station was branded as 97.3FM). In the 
autumn, following a move to ITN's headquarters, the station was relaunched as News 
Direct 97.3FM and Chris Mann was appointed editor. 


In 2000 the station was renamed ITN News Direct 97.3FM. In late 2002, following the 
sale of the station to Chrysalis Radio, the station dropped the ITN prefix and returned to 
its previous name until the rebrand as LBC News 1152. During Christmas and New Year 
2002/03 an LBC News-branded rolling news service was carried on both 97.3FM and 
1152AM prior to the full launches of LBC 97.3 and LBC News 1152, swapping the 
frequencies of the news and talk stations. 


In Spring 2007, it was announced that the station would be replaced by Sky News Radio. 
41 This move came alongside Channel 4's 4 Digital Group second DAB multiplex bid. On 
18 October 2007, the station's new owners Global Radio announced that they and Sky 
had scrapped a joint venture to turn LBC News 1152 into a 24-hour Sky News branded 
station.” 


In Summer 2008, the 1152 service was substantially cut back. The overnight automated 
service was abandoned and replaced with a simulcast of LBC 97.3. The daytime service 
became semi-automated, with much greater reliance on recorded audio from LBC's FM 
talk station and Sky News. LBC's five-and-a-half-year relationship with business news 
provider Bloomberg was also abandoned in favour of business updates from CNBC. On 
15 November 2010, LBC News 1152 was added to the Sky and Virgin Media EPGs, with 
the station using channel slots formerly occupied by Galaxy Yorkshire. This came six 
weeks ahead of Galaxy's rebranding to Capital FM. 


In January and February 2012, the station reverted to live presentation throughout the 
day with a format of headlines every 15 minutes. For the previous four years parts of 
the daytime schedule had been automated. 


In January 2015, LBC News 1152 changed its name to LBC London News and moved to a 
20-minute wheel of news, with headlines at :00, :20 and :40 minutes past each hour, 
and key presenters including Jim Diamond on breakfast and Chris Golds on drivetime. 


On 28 October 2019 LBC London News changed name to LBC News. As well as 
remaining on 1152AM in the London area it is also available on DAB+ via 

the D1 multiplex nationwide using the space vacated by Radio X switching to DAB+. It 
has reverted to a 24-hour station dropping its simulcast of LBC but otherwise keeping 
the same format of 20 minute bulletins but with a UK wide focus. 


Programming[edit] 


From 28 October 2019 LBC News has broadcast 24 hours a day having previously 
simulcasted LBC during the evening and overnight. All bulletins come from "Global's 
Newsroom" which provides news to all Global stations. The station's suppliers 
include Sky News Radio and Trafficlink. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


Present notable presenters include Martin Stanford and Lisa Aziz. 


Notable past presenters include Chris Mason Luisa Baldini and Peter Deeley. Former Sky 
News anchorman Bob Friend was a guest presenter on the station at the time of the 


2005 British general election. 


Listeners[edit] 


In Q3 2019 LBC London News had a record reach of 612,000 listeners every week, who 
listen for around 5.3 hours a week. Since Q1 2006, the station has shown consistent 
growth in terms of people listening, and roughly static total hours.“ 


See also[edit] 
e LBC 
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This article is about the network of UK radio stations launched in 2014. For the national 
station launched in 2010, see Smooth Radio (2010). For the Australian stations named 
Smooth, see Smoothfm. 


Smooth Radio 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


City London 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 


Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 


Frequency FM 97 MHz-108 MHz 
AM 603 kHz-1557 kHz 
DAB 
Sky: 0128 
Virgin Media: 916 
Freeview: 718 


Freesat: 732 


First air 4 March 1990 (As Jazz FM) 

date 4 October 2010 (As Smooth Radio) 
Format Adult contemporary 

Owner Global 

Sister Smooth Chill e Smooth Country * Smooth 
stations Extra 


Website www.smoothradio.com 


Smooth Radio is a network of adult contemporary local radio stations broadcasting 
on FM and MW stations in the United Kingdom. Launched in March 2014, they 

replaced the national Smooth Radio that had launched in 2010 on FM, and most outlets 
of Gold on MW. Each FM station broadcasts localised breakfast and drivetime 
programming on weekdays, with networked shows simulcast from London at all other 
times. Three of the six FM stations, and all eighteen AM frequencies, are owned and 
operated by Global, with the remaining three FM licences owned by Communicorp and 
run as a franchise. 


Background[edit] 


For further information on the background to the current network, see 102.2 Jazz 
FM, 102.2 Smooth FM, and Smooth Radio (2010). 


Having previously operated under a number of regional licences, Smooth Radio's 
owners, GMG Radio merged its five English stations into one quasi-national station, 
launching the brand on the Digital One national DAB network on 4 October 2010. Most 
of the output was broadcast from Salford Quays in Manchester, with other programming 
coming from Castlereagh Street in London.# 


On 25 June 2012, GMG Radio's owners, Guardian Media Group sold its radio division 

to Global at an estimated price of between £50 million and £70 million.2= ™ Global 
renamed GMG Radio "Real and Smooth Radio Ltd."= Several rival radio groups 
expressed their concerns over the takeover and the effect it could have on commercial 
radio in the UK. Ofcom launched a review of the sale, and it was announced that GMG 
Radio and Global would continue to operate as separate entities while the review was 
conducted. On 3 August the Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt instructed Ofcom and 

the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) to examine Global's purchase of GMG, which gave 
Global over 50% of the UK radio market because of concerns the takeover may not be 
in the public interest.© On 11 October, the OFT concluded that the merger could lead to 
a rise in local advertising costs because of the decrease in competitors, and forwarded 
the matter to the Competition Commission, which oversees business mergers and 
takeovers. On the same day the Competition Commission announced it would publish 
its findings into the takeover by 27 March 2013.24 


The Competition Commission published its final report into the acquisition on 21 May 
2013, requiring Global to sell radio stations in seven locations.“ Global subsequently 
appealed the decision, but this was rejected by the Competition Appeal Tribunal in 
November.“2i Global announced in December that it would not contest the decision, and 
would instead begin the process of selling the assets as directed by the Commission. 

431 Qn 4 February 2014, the Radio Today website reported that Ofcom had given Global 
permission to remove Smooth from the Digital One platform, and to replace it with a 
service playing music from the 1970s, 80s and 90s.” Under this agreement, Smooth 
would continue to broadcast on its regional frequencies, but would be required to 
provide seven hours of local output per day.“4 On 6 February, Global confirmed the sale 
of eight of its regional stations—including those with the Smooth Radio brand in the 
North West, North East and East Midlands—to the Irish media holdings 

company Communicorp.“sla Under a franchising agreement between the two firms, 
these stations would retain the Smooth Radio name, but relaunch airing a mixture of 


both regional content and networked programming from London. Smooth would also 
take over Gold's medium wave frequencies, except in London, Manchester and the East 
Midlands.2#22281 Global announced later that month that Smooth would be relaunched on 
3 March,42 and subsequently confirmed the Gold changes would take effect from 24 
March, when the stations would begin simulcasting with Smooth Radio London.22 This 
also coincided with the return of local programming at breakfast and drivetime.2 


On 5 March 2018, Global added the former Lakeland Radio station to the network 
as Smooth Lake District following its purchase from the CN Group for an undisclosed 
fee, 221 


Local weekend afternoon programming ended on 25 August 2019. Angie Greaves was 
announced as the new host of the national Smooth Drive Home, which began 
broadcasting on 2 September. 221 


Current notable presenters[edit] 


e Martin Collins (The Smooth Late Show: Monday-Friday late-nights) e Paul Hollins (Smoo 
e Kate Garraway (weekday mid-mornings) e Myleene Klass (Sat 
e Angie Greaves (The Smooth Drive Home weekdays) e Margherita Taylor ( 


e Tina Hobley (Sunday mid-morning) 


List of Smooth Radio stations[edit] 
The Smooth network comprises 24 stations:24 
Stations across the UK[edit] 


FM stations produce and broadcast local programming from local studios from 6-10am 
weekdays. All AM stations carry networked programming content as broadcast from 
London, with the exception that the two stations in Wales carry a local opt-out 
programme from noon to 4pm on weekdays, as they had done under Gold. Many of the 
FM/AM stations, but not all, are also on DAB where this is provided in their coverage 
area. Digital TV platforms carry the London version of Smooth. 


FM radio stations[edit] 


e Smooth East Midlands - 97.2, 101.4, 106.6, 106.8 & 107.4 FM (franchise) 
e Smooth Lake District - 100.1, 100.8 & 101.4 FM 

e Smooth London - 102.2 FM 

e Smooth North East - 97.5, 101.2, 107.5 & 107.7 FM (franchise) 

e Smooth North West - 100.4 FM (franchise) 

e Smooth Scotland - 105.2 FM (Glasgow); DAB (Edinburgh) 

e Smooth West Midlands - 105.7 FM 


AM radio stations[edit] 


e Smooth Dorset - 828 AM 

e Smooth Essex - 1359/1431 AM 

e Smooth Gloucester - 774 AM 

e Smooth Hampshire - 1170/1557 AM 

e Smooth Herts, Beds and Bucks - 792/828 AM 
e Smooth Kent - 1242/603 AM 

e Smooth North Wales and Cheshire - 1260 AM 


e Smooth Norfolk - 1152 AM 

e Smooth Plymouth - 1152 AM 

e Smooth South Wales - 1305/1359 AM 

e Smooth Suffolk - 1170/1251 AM 

e Smooth Sussex - 1323/945 AM 

e Smooth Wiltshire - 936/1161 AM 

e Digital TV - Sky 0128, Virgin Media 916, Freeview 718, Freesat 732 


Sister stationS[edit] 
Smooth Extra[edit] 


Smooth Radio also operates Smooth Extra, with the slogan Your Refreshing Music 
Mix (unlike all the other Smooth stations). The station transmits its own non-stop music 
output from 10am to 6pm every day. The remainder of programming is a direct relay of 
Smooth London. 


Smooth Extra launched in December 2014 as a result of the removal of the prior 
network Smooth service from Digital One (during November and December the slot had 
been used for Smooth Christmas). Originally broadcast in mono in the traditional DAB 
format, Smooth Extra and Heart Extra switched to stereo DAB+ transmission in summer 
2019, enabling the addition of Gold and Heart Dance to D1 in the remaining capacity. 


Smooth Extra was also broadcast on Sky satellite TV system (channel 0146) since 1 
October 2015, taking over the slot from The Arrow (which had itself replaced Real 
Radio there the year before, due to Real Radio stations becoming Heart) before being 
replaced by Heart Dance on 7 October 2019. 


Smooth Country[edit] 


Country music radio station which, having launched as an online stream through Global 
Player and the Smooth website in March 2019, was established as a broadcast radio 
service on 3 September 2019, with a presented weekday daytime show (hosted at 
launch by Eamonn Kelly) and the addition of the service to a number of local DAB 
multiplexes, replacing The Arrow in London, Chill in the East Midlands, 

and Gold elsewhere. 


Smooth Chillfedit] 


Mellow and chillout music service launched on 3 September 2019,23 this 

replaces Chill in the Global portfolio. The station is available in the DAB+ format in 
London, and was made available online through Global Player (which had not carried 
the prior Chill service) and the Smooth Radio website, with the Chill URL redirected to 
point to the Smooth site. 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Smooth Radio 


Notes[edit] 


1. *A financial report released by Global Radio in December 2013 indicates the company 
paid £69m for its purchase of GMG.“ 

2. ^ The stations involved were: Smooth or Capital (East Midlands); Real or Capital (South 
Wales); Real or Heart (North Wales); Capital or Real XS with either Real or Smooth (North 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Smooth Radio, a British radio station that first 
launched in 2004. Note that this article also includes information about the national 
version of Smooth Radio that existed between 2010 and 2014. 


1990s/[edit] 


e 1990 
o 4 March - Jazz FM launches in London. 


e 1994 


o 1 September - A second Jazz FM station launches in north west England, 
becoming one of the UK's first five regional commercial radio stations. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2002 
o The Jazz FM stations are purchased by GMG Radio.” 


e 2003 
o GMG Radio conducts market research into the type of music that listeners in the 
north-west of England wanted to hear on the radio. The study concluded that 
many people were dissuaded by the name Jazz.= Consequently bosses decide to 
revamp and relaunch the station as Smooth FM. 


e 2004 
o 13 February - After nearly 10 years on air, 100.4 Jazz FM closes.“ 
o 1 March - 100.4 Smooth FM launches across north west England.“ Jazz continues 
to be part of the off-peak schedule with daytime programming focussing on 
mainstream music aimed at an older audience. 


e 2005 
o 27 May - After more than 15 years on air, 102.2 Jazz FM closes. 


o 7 June - 102.2 Smooth FM launches as the replacement service for 102.2 Jazz 
FM, , Susu 

o 25 July - London's 102.2 Smooth FM signs a three year deal with Chelsea F.C. to 
provide exclusive match coverage of the club's games until the end of the 2007- 
08 season.” 


2006 
o December - GMG Radio, owners of the two Smooth stations, purchases the Saga 
Radio Group. 


2007 

o 21 March - It is confirmed that former Radio 1 and Capital 
London presenter Lynn Parsons and ex-Capital London host Mike Allen will 
join 102.2 Smooth Radio which launches on 26 March. The line-up will also 
include Graham Dene, Mark Goodier, Nick Piercey, Kevin Greening, Martin Collins 
and Nick Barraclough.“ Mark Goodier will present his first daily radio show for 
more than a decade on the station.» 

o 26 March - All Smooth Radio and Saga Radio are relaunched as the Smooth 
Network. 

o 23 August - GMG Radio confirms that Mark Goodier's mid-morning show 
on 102.2 Smooth Radio will be syndicated across other Smooth stations in the 
network from September. 


2008 

o 8 January - Launch of 97.5 Smooth Radio in North East England. 

o 11 March - Smooth Radio has recruited GMTV presenter Fiona Phillips to present 
a Sunday afternoon show on 102.2 Smooth Radio from Easter Sunday (23 
March).221 

o 23 April - An application by GMG Radio to end a commitment that Smooth Radio 
in London and Manchester must play 45 hours of jazz each week is rejected by 
Ofcom. GMG had wanted to drop the commitment as part of plans to 
relaunch Jazz FM.!31 

o 3 June - Tony Blackburn's weekend breakfast show on 102.2 Smooth Radio is to 
be syndicated across the rest of the Smooth network in England from 7 June. 

o 30 June - It is announced that Chris Tarrant will return to radio, hosting a weekly 
Saturday morning show for the GMG Radio's network of stations including 
London's 102.2 Smooth Radio, Real Radio (Scotland) and the North 
West's Century Radio.” The show will air in direct competition to Jonathan 
Ross's show on BBC Radio 2. It began on 26 July. 

o 21 November - London's 102.2 Smooth Radio announces that former BBC Radio 
Scotland and Pebble Mill presenter Paul Coia will replace Martin Collins as its 
Drivetime presenter.22 


2009 

o 25 july - Chris Tarrant presents his last Saturday morning show for GMG Radio. 

o 4 September - Smooth Radio recruits record producer Pete Waterman to present 
a Sunday evening programme focusing on music from the 1970s and 1980s; his 
show begins on 13 September.24 


(0) 


10 November - Thirteen stations owned by GMG Radio take part in an eighteen- 
hour on-air appeal to raise money for the Help for Heroes charity. The event 
raises almost £200,000.22 


2010s[edit] 


2010 
Nick Piercey leaves. 


(0) 


27 February - The six stations in the Smooth Radio network stage a "Starlight 
Supper", en event aimed at raising money for a number of charities: Breast 
Cancer Care in London, Macmillan Cancer Support in the Northwest, North East 
and West Midlands, the Rainbows Hospice for Children and Young People in the 
East Midlands and Marie Curie’s Big Build in Glasgow. 2221 

30 April - It is reported that Smooth and Real Radio have become the official 
broadcasters of the switch-on ceremony for the Blackpool Illuminations, after 
securing the broadcast rights from BBC Radio 2 which had aired it since 1997.24 
29 June - Smooth Radio announces plans to merge its five stations based in 
England, creating a national network. The new station will be based 

in Manchester and will see the loss of 60 jobs at Smooth's other bases. A phased 
launch will begin on 4 October.) 

17 August - It is announced that Simon Bates to join Smooth Radio as its new 
national breakfast presenter from 4 January 2011.22 

29 September - Smooth launches an ad campaign ahead of its national launch 
featuring eight of its listeners, who have been recruited as Smooth ambassadors. 


4 October - Smooth Radio launches its new national station. 

31 October - Tony Blackburn presents his final Weekend Breakfast Show, as he 
leaves the station. 

11 December - It is reported that David "Kid" Jensen is to join Smooth Radio as 
an afternoon presenter. He will make his debut on the station in 4 April 2011.2 


2011 


(0) 


4 January - Simon Bates joins the station to become its new national breakfast 
presenter, 2822 

12 January - Pat Sharp joins the station as Smooth Radio's new Weekend 
Breakfast presenter with immediate effect.2# By this time he had been 
presenting the show since December 2010,22 having taken over from Graham 
Dene who had been standing in since Tony Blackburn's departure in October. 
21 March - Emma B joins the station to present a Sunday afternoon programme. 
4 April - David "Kid" Jensen joins the station to present a weekday afternoon 
show.24 

11 September - On the 10th anniversary of the September 11 attacks on the 
United States, Smooth airs a documentary featuring British people who were 
living in New York City at the time of the attacks. This is followed by live 
coverage of the remembrance service from Ground Zero, the former site of the 
World Trade Center, which was destroyed in the attacks.: 

September - Simon Bates presents a week of programmes from South 

Australia as part of a promotion in which the station gives away a holiday to the 
state.23 


(0) 


1 November - GMG Radio launches a dedicated station playing nothing 

but Christmas music, under the brand "Smooth Christmas". The station had no 
news or advertisements but did promote Smooth Radio and broadcast until 27 
December 2011.24 

12 December - Simon Bates takes Smooth Radio Breakfast show 

to Afghanistan for a week of programmes with British troops from Camp Bastion. 
35)[36][37 

23 December - GMG Radio confirms plans to launch a station dedicated to music 
from the 1970s on trial basis. Smooth 70s will replace Smooth Christmas on 

the Digital One platform from 27 December.# 

27 December - Launch of Smooth 70s. 


2012 


(0) 


8 January - Graham Torrington joins the station to host his Late Night Love show 

on the network.& 

12 January - GMG Radio confirms a deal with US syndication firm Premiere 

Networks to air 1970s editions of the original American Top 40 show presented 

by Casey Kasem at weekends on its new digital station "Smooth 70s". The 

station also features Disco Lunch and Late Night Love Songs among its weekday 

programming.“ 

21 March - Smooth Radio announces a deal to begin airing a syndicated show 

from the United States presented by singer Donny Osmond from 8 April, 

replacing Graham Torrington's Late Night Love. Torrington will leave the station, 

while other changes include Drivetime’s Carlos and afternoon presenter David 

"Kid" Jensen swapping shows.“ 

8 April - Forces broadcaster BFBS simulcasts a two-hour show with Smooth 

Radio allowing family and friends of serving troops to connect with their loved 

ones. 21 

14 May - "Jealous of the Angels", a song recorded by US country singer Jenn 

Bostic and inspired by her father, is first played by broadcaster Simon Bates on 

his Simon Bates at Breakfast show on Smooth Radio as part of the Our 

Tune strand. ması The song is quickly among the station's Top 10 Most Played 

for the week, and goes on to receive over two million views on YouTube.“ 

27 May - Smooth Radio's Simon Bates presents a special programme ahead of 

the Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant, previewing Elizabeth II's journey along 

the Thames on the Spirit of Chartwell. Given special access to the vessel chosen 

as the royal barge he chats to the boat's owner, Philip Morrell as well as 

composer Debbie Wiseman who was commissioned to write the music for the 

event.“ 

11 June - Simon Bates takes Smooth Radio Breakfast Show to the Falkland 

Islands for a week of programmes to mark the 30th anniversary of the Falklands 

War. “a 

25 June - GMG Radio is sold to Global Radio for an undisclosed amount, thought 

to be around £50m. However, no structural changes will be made to either 

organisations until the deal has been investigated by Ofcom.“ 

27 August - 

= Astrologer Russell Grant joins the station to present a one-off programme 
playing some of his favourite tracks from the 1960s.& 

= The digital station Smooth 70s counts down its Top 70 of the 70s chart after 
inviting listeners to vote for their favourite hit from the decade. The chart, 


presented by several presenters from the main Smooth Radio station, 
features ABBA's Dancing Queen as its number one.= 
5 September - Mark Goodier announces he will leave Smooth Radio in mid- 
December to focus on his company, Wise Buddah Productions.=! 
12 September - The radio industry news website Radio Today reports that Simon 
Bates has started to present a separate breakfast show for Smooth Radio's sister 
station, Smooth 70s. The content is "voice tracked" from the main breakfast 
show. 
30 October - Smooth Radio confirms that Smooth Christmas will return, airing on 
the Digital One multiplex in the lead up to the festive season, giving the brand 
three stations on the platform.& 
December - Mark Goodier leaves. 
14 December - Real and Smooth have secured exclusive broadcast rights to the 
"Christmas Hit Factory Live" concert, a show featuring artists and groups who 
achieved success with the Stock Aitken and Waterman and PWL record labels. 
The event is held on 21 December and is aired on New Year's Eve. 
17 December - Lynn Parsons takes over Smooth Radio's weekday Mid Morning 
show from Mark Goodier. David Prever succeeds her as presenter of the 
weekend Mid Morning slot. 


2013 


(0) 


14 January - Smooth Radio overhauls its schedule. Changes include the 
introduction of a new movie programme on Saturdays and documentary slot on 
Sunday afternoons. Daryl Denham becomes weekend breakfast presenter as Pat 
Sharp takes over Carlos's afternoon show. In turn, Carlos succeeds Andy 
Peebles as weekday evening presenter, with the latter becoming a weekend 
presenter. 54 

22 March - In a rare move for a radio station, and to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the release of Pink Floyd's The Dark Side of the Moon Smooth 
70s plays the album in its entirety. 

21 May - The Competition Commission publishes its final report into Global's 
acquisition of GMG Radio, requiring Global to sell radio stations in seven 
locations. 221 

8 August - Smooth Radio hires CBBC presenter Andi Peters to present a Sunday 
lunchtime show, as he joins the station. 

1 October - Smooth Radio is moved to Global Radio's Leicester Square 
headquarters in London and given a makeover. 

3 October - Global Radio announces that Smooth 70s will close less than a week 
after Smooth programming moved to its London headquarters. 

6 October - Actress Tina Hobley begins presenting a Sunday Morning show on 
Smooth Radio, as she joins the station. 


2014 


(0) 


8 January - Smooth Radio announces that weekend breakfast presenter Daryl 
Denham has left the station with immediate effect. His shows will be taken over 
by Emma B on Saturdays and Eamonn Kelly on Sundays.® 

4 February - The Radio Today website reports that Ofcom have given Global 
Radio permission to remove Smooth Radio from the Digital One platform, and 
replace it with a new national station. Under the agreement, Smooth will 
continue to air on its regional FM frequencies, but with a greater local output. 


o 24 February - Plans are announced for Smooth Radio's relaunch, which will begin 
from 3 March. The changes will see the departure of several presenters, 
including Simon Bates and Lynn Parsons, while Andrew Castle, Kate 
Garraway and Myleene Klass will join the lineup. Castle will be the station's new 
breakfast presenter in London, while Garraway will take over Parsons' mid- 
morning show. Klass will present a weekend show. 

o 24 March - 
= Smooth Radio returns to airing local output on its regional frequencies, with 

local programming for Breakfast and Drivetime, and a raft of new 
presenters joining the network. 
= Smooth Radio replaces Gold on MW across southern England. 

o 6 April - Smooth Radio launches a multi-million ad campaign featuring Michael 
Bublé. 

o 15 November - Smooth Christmas returns to DAB in preparation for the launch of 
a new station with the Smooth brand. 

o 27 December - Launch of Smooth Extra on DAB. 

2015 

o 15 May - Smooth Berkshire and North Hampshire closes.” 


2016 

o 19 February - Smooth Bristol and Bath closes because the land which houses the 
transmitter is sold to developers.“ 

o 1June -A previous jingle package produced for Smooth Radio has been re- 
recorded for United Arab Emirates station 92 Smooth by Salford based Ignight 
Jingles. 


2017 

o 1 October - Smooth Radio hires former Magic presenter Gary Vincent to present 
its evening programme. He succeeds Chris Skinner from 2 October, as Chris 
himself leaves the station and as Gary himself joins the station. 74 


2018 

o 5 March - Following Global Radio's purchase of Lakeland Radio from the CN_ 
Group, the station is relaunched as Smooth Lake District at 6am.®5 

o 18 March - Andrew Castle presents his final show as he leaves the station, He is 
replaced the following week by Gary Vincent. 

o 28 May - Smooth Radio launches The Smooth Late Show, a nightly show that is 
presented by Martin Collins on weekdays and Danny Pietroni at weekends.Z4 


2019 

o 26 February - Global Radio announces plans to replace the regional breakfast 
shows on Capital, Heart and Smooth with a single national breakfast show for 
each network. Capital's new breakfast show will launch in April, with the others 
following later in the year. The number of regional drivetime shows will also be 
reduced. 2 

o 1 March - Launch of Smooth Country. 

August - Nikki Bedi joins. 

o 2 September - Smooth's networked Drivetime show, presented by Angie 
Greaves, launches.®! At the same time, the number of breakfast shows drops to 
seven. 


(e) 


(0) 
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This article is about the defunct London jazz radio station. For the current UK DAB+ and 
DAB jazz station, see Jazz FM (Uk). 


|Broadcas Greater London (FM), 
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Greater London, Yorkshire, South Wales and 
the Severn Estuary, West Midlands, North 
East England, Central Scotland (DAB) 


Frequen 102.2 MHz 
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This Jazz FM logo was used until the end of 2002. Also illustrated is the Jazz FM chameleon and 


fm 


the "Listen in Colour" branding. 


102.2 Jazz FM (also known as London Jazz Radio and JFM) was a local jazz and soul 
music station for London run by GMG Radio. The station was based in and broadcast 
from Castlereagh Street™ in London. The station experimented with its core playlist over 
its fifteen-year history, incorporating smooth jazz, mainstream jazz, soul, jazz 

fusion, acid jazz, blues and rhythm and blues. In 1994 the station changed its name to 
JFM to encourage more listeners who were put off by the 'Jazz' in the station's name. 
Richard Wheatly was appointed in 1995 to turn the station around when there was only 
three months' money left to run the station. Wheatly made a number of sweeping 
changes to the playlist, selling a sister station and changing the name back to Jazz FM, 
B as well as starting up a record label and spin-off business deals and opportunities 
which helped Jazz FM swing into the black and make a profit in 2001. 


In July 2002, after a relaxation in ownership rules from the publication of the 
Communications Bill, the Guardian Media Group's radio division was able to purchase 
the station for £44.5 million. GMG made more changes to the playlist, shifting to more 
R&B, soul, easy listening and adult contemporary music during the daytime. In 2004 
with the agreement of Ofcom, jazz was dropped from the daytime schedules but 
retained a requirement of 45 hours of jazz to be played during the night. 


In June 2005, GMG Radio replaced the station with adult contemporary station 102.2 
Smooth FM. GMG cited a number of reasons for replacing Jazz FM, including poor 
listening figures, not making money, the 'Jazz' name putting off potential listeners as 
well as not enough jazz for jazz purists. The Jazz FM name was retained by GMG for the 
relaunched ejazz.fm website service which was renamed jazzfm.com on the same day 
as the launch of Smooth FM. The station broadcast on digital satellite, online and on 


spare DAB capacity in Yorkshire, South Wales and the Severn Estuary where 102.2 
Smooth FM and the defunct Smooth Digital service would have been duplicated. 


On 28 February 2008 GMG Radio announced the potential return of Jazz FM in London 
on DAB radio, digital satellite and the Internet as a relaunch of the current jazzfm.com 
service. The station relaunched on 6 October 2008." 


History[edit] 


The station was launched as a result of a ten-year campaign by musician Dave Lee, who 
was inspired after listening to a Los Angeles jazz radio station, which has turned into a 
classical station. In 1980, Lee wrote the following to the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority:"Dear Sir, | hereby apply for a licence to open a jazz radio station in 

London." The licence to broadcast was given in 1990 to London Jazz Radio who 
changed their name to Jazz FM on launch. Jazz FM launched on 4 March 1990 with 

an Ella Fitzgerald concert at the Royal Festival Hall in London.#22 Fitzgerald was flown in 
by the station to perform the concert to play with the Count Basie Orchestra and the 
concert was her last appearance in Europe.“ To promote the station, Jazz FM paid out 
£750,000 for advertising on ITV." 


Jazz FM faced insolvency in its early life.“ Broadcast Investments made an offer of 
£348,000 to purchase the station." Broadcast Investments withdrew the offer when 
Golden Rose Communications made a higher offer of £500,000 for the station. Golden 
Rose Communications took over the station in 1991.54 Former finance director Alastair 
Mackenzie stated that in an interview in 2002 that the station had run out of money 
three times in 1991, and he also helped with a management buy-in of the station for 
£435,000 in 1992.24 


Jazz FM's licence was put up for renewal in 1993 by the Radio Authority. As well as Jazz 
FM, there was a bid for the licence from Euro Jazz London, which included ex-Jazz FM 
employees.” Jazz FM retained its licence to broadcast.22 


In 1994, the name of the station was changed to JFM by the station's management in 
order to appeal to more listeners who may have been put off by the name "jazz" in Jazz 
FM, and who thought that Jazz FM only played jazz records.” The station spent 
£500,000 on publicising the name change. Richard Wheatly was appointed chief 
executive officer in 1995 to revive JFM which was running out of money due to both JFM 
and sister radio station Viva AM, a radio station for women. When Wheatly joined JFM, 
the station had three months cash remaining in the bank.22 Golden Rose 
Communications was floated on the stock exchange in the early part of 1995.44 

231 \Wheatly sold Viva AM which was losing £100,000 a month before the sale for £3 
million to Mohamed Al-Fayed as part of his cost-cutting plans.2425 After 15 months of 
being branded as JFM, in the autumn of 199528 the name reverted to Jazz FM after 
Wheatly asked the Radio Authority for approval to change the name of the station back 
from JFM to Jazz FM.2424 The change back to Jazz FM was reported to have cost 
£900,000.24 


Golden Rose Communications opened a jazz themed restaurant, Cafe 

Jazbar in Liverpool in April 1997. The restaurant was operated under a joint venture 
with Regent Inns. A travel service in partnership with Thomas Cook Group and British 
Airways was also set up. There were plans for jazz retail outlets named "Jazshops" to 
sell CDs and merchandise.24 


In December 1997, Golden Rose Communications planned to make a bid for Melody 
105.4 FM! which failed. The station was purchased by EMAP and rebranded Magic 
105.4 FM. 


Jazz FM Regional and ILR FM 
applications 


Successfu Referen 
Area Year | oe 
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100.4 Jazz 
FM 
(licensed 
North 1993 as Jazz FM a 
(launche ea 
West d 1994) 100.4, 
launched 
as JFM 
100.4) 
Central ea 
Scotland 1998 Peata 
North Galax 
Galaxy [32] 
Faai 1998 North East 
England ia 
South sie Real Radio | = 
Wales 
Sous 2001 Real Radio |= 
West 2003 Kerrang! ee 
Midlands 105.2 


Glasgow | 2003 Saga 105.2 | & 


Beginning in 1998, Jazz FM wanted to expand its operation across the UK. The station 
made bids to run stations on FM frequencies in Central Scotland, the North East of 
England, South Wales, Yorkshire, the West Midlands, and Glasgow. Jazz FM withdrew 
from bidding for a FM licence in the East Midlands because chief executive Richard 
Wheatly believed that a dance station would secure the licence.24 The East Midlands FM 
licence was awarded to Saga 106.6 FM which started broadcasting in 2003. Jazz FM did 
become a member of the MXR consortium and did launch on DAB multiplexes operated 
by MXR as well as Switch Digital multiplexes in London and Central Scotland.!! 


The station signed a deal with Clear Channel Communications in February 1999. The 
deal not only invested £3 million into the station but also allowed Jazz FM to advertise 
on unused advertising billboards. 


On 12 December 1999, Golden Rose Communications changed its name to Jazz FM plc. 
891 In January 2002, Jazz FM plc made a £20 million bid for London talk radio 

station London News Radio. The bid was backed by the Guardian Media Group and Clear 
Channel International.“ If the bid had succeeded, the station would have combined 
London News Radio's operations with its own to save money.“ The station was later 
sold to the Chrysalis Group for £23.5 million.“2 In May 2002, Guardian Media Group 
made a bid of £41 million to Jazz FM plc at 180p a share.“ The bid came on the day the 
draft Communication Bill was published.“ 


Jazz FM plc's largest shareholder, Clear Channel, had been waiting for a 220p a share 
bid but agreed to the 180p a share bid in late May. Herald Investment Management, 
which had a 7.7% stake in the company, and Aberforth Partners were unhappy with the 
180p a share bid.“ On 6 June, GMG raised its bid to 195p a share to secure the 
institutional shareholders who were holding out for a better bid.“ Richard Wheatly 
announced that he would leave Jazz FM once the takeover was complete.“ The offer 
was declared wholly unconditional on 5 July. In December 2002, GMG moved its sales 
operation from Clear Channel Radio Sales to the Chrysalis Group, inline with the sales 
operation for other GMG Radio stations.“ 


Jazz FM TV[edit] 


Plans for a Jazz FM TV channel to start in the middle of 2004 were reported by 
websites“ from 2003. The channel would have been a mix of music videos and 
documentaries.& 


Making way for Smooth FM[edit] 


RAJAR figures for 102.2 Jazz FM/Smooth FM/Smooth Radio 


In 2005, GMG dropped the name "jazz" name and rebranded Jazz FM Smooth FM. Chief 
Executive John Myers said, "As sorry as we are to say goodbye to Jazz FM, it's a sad fact 
of life that it has never made a profit in its 15 years of existence." However, in 2001 Jazz 
FM plc did make a profit before tax for the six months to December 2000 of £60,000, 
with most of the profit coming from Hed Kandi and other Jazz FM Records CD sales, #82! 


531 a move of Jazz FM's sales team to Clear Channel's control, saving Jazz FM plc £1 
million every year and increased revenues from advertising due to higher audience 
figures. Jazz FM also announced in 2001 that it had made full year profits before tax of 
£134,000 to 30 June 2001. 4151 


Other reasons given for rebranding included disappointing RAJAR figures, that the Jazz 
FM name discouraged people from listening, and that the station wasn't playing enough 
jazz for the purists. The latter situation was solved by GMG Radio when it invested in 
the ejazz.fm website and changed the name to jazzfm.com at the same time 102.2 Jazz 
FM became 102.2 Smooth FM. Included in the investment would be two dedicated jazz 
stations. 


The North West version of Jazz FM was the first to rebrand on 1 March 2004 and then 
the London version (including the Freeview and many of the DAB feeds) on 7 June 2005. 
57 During the last few weeks before the start of Smooth FM, Jazz FM changed its jingles 
Slightly from "Smooth Jazz and Classic Soul" to "London's Smooth Favourites" as an 
indication to listeners of the change to come. Jazz FM in its previous form closed on 
Friday the 27 May 2005. The last track it played was "Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye" by 
Ella Fitzgerald.©2 


Return to the airwaves[edit] 
Main article: Jazz FM (UK) 
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Hierarchy of Jazz FM from 1990 to present 


The station continued to broadcast after the launch of Smooth FM under the Jazz FM 
name as jazzfm.com on the Internet and on Digital Audio Broadcasting in West Central 
Scotland at a higher bit rate. 


On 28 February 2008 GMG Radio's chief executive John Myers announced that Jazz FM 
would return in London, the North West, and the West Midlands on DAB. Myers also said 
it would make more sense to have a dedicated radio station for jazz listeners than the 
45 hours of jazz on Smooth FM, as required by the licence granted to them by Ofcom. 
1 The closing of theJazz on Digital One was one reason for the return of Jazz FM.&! The 
relaunch of jazzfm.com, under a three-year deal with The Local Radio Company, 
happened on 6 October 2008.4 


Playlist[edit] 


When Jazz FM launched, the station played a mixture of mainstream jazz, with the 
daytime schedules dedicated to smooth jazz and soul. Specialist programming from Jez 
Nelson and concerts were broadcast in the evening and at weekends. In 1992, the 
policy changed, and all non-jazz programming was taken off the schedules. 


In 1994, alongside the change of name to JFM, the core playlist was changed under 
agreement with the Radio Authority to give a more mainstream sound of soul, jazz_ 
fusion, and blues music, with a requirement that only 25% of music played on the 
station had to be jazz. 2723 


In 1995, when the name changed back to Jazz FM, smooth jazz and fusion were 
reduced.2 More popular mainstream jazz was put in the playlist. 


Chief Executive Officer Richard Wheatly noted the station format was in trouble because 
of its serious straight jazz playlist. To counteract this downturn in listeners to Jazz FM, 
beginning in 1998, Wheatly introduced varied jazz into the daytime playlists. 

241 Beginning in February 1998, smooth jazz and soul were more integrated into the core 
playlist of Jazz FM. 


Although from the start Jazz FM played jazz, soul and softer R&B were added to appeal 
to the 25-45-year-old market. This was especially true after GMG Radio took over the 
running of the station and in November 2004 after an agreement with Ofcom, when jazz 
was dropped from the daytime playlists. John Simon, GMG programme director, said 
that the station was never licensed as a jazz station, but as a station that played a 
broad range of black music styles. 


Ofcom licensing requirements[edit] 


As part of its licence agreement with Jazz FM, Ofcom stated that Jazz FM had to dedicate 
at least 50% of the daytime output before 19:00 to jazz, and that the music "must sit 
well with the label jazz".2! However, from 15 November 2004, as part of an agreement 
with Guardian Media Group, Ofcom agreed to allow GMG to change the format, with the 
50% jazz in daytime requirement dropped. John Myers said, "The policy we are going on 
is ratings by day, reputation by night. Jazz is much more of a night-time listen so the 
changes fit well." As a result, jazz was increased from 40 hours to 45 hours®! and the 
Dinner Jazz programme hours were increased from two to three. sis] 


CriticisM[edit] 


Why not pull out altogether and hand the 
wavelength to a company happy to play 
jazz? That, after all, is its broadcasting 
mandate. 


— Jack Massarik, Evening Standard! 


Since the station began in 1990, fans of traditional and modern jazz criticised Jazz FM 
for playing more ‘accessible’ music, such as smooth jazz, British jazz and blues 
singer George Melly stated to The Independent in 2003 that he had become so 
disillusioned with Jazz FM's playlist he had stopped listening to the station, describing 
the music as "middle of the road". Grammy Award-winning jazz musician John 
Chilton stated that Jazz FM was failing to reach its remit for jazz and that he would 
prefer the station adopt a jazz-only policy.22 In a 2006 article for theJazz, 


musician Digby Fairweather said Jazz FM had turned into a "tragic and swift disaster 
story" and that the change of playlist was "responsible for both the attempted rape and 
(fortunately abortive) re-definition of the music" to which no-one within the Jazz FM 
coverage area would forgive. 


Radio Authority Investigation[edit] 


In March 2003 the Radio Authority (embodied into Ofcom, the UK government's 
communications regulator) investigated Jazz FM after it received two complaints from 
listeners that the station was playing more pop music after changes to the playlist in 
January 2003.2! Musicians played on Jazz FM which were alleged to have infringed its 
licence included U2, Eric Clapton, and Van Morrison.“ Chris Hodgkins, director of Jazz 
Service, which is funded by the Arts Council in the UK, stated he would lodge a 
complaint with the Radio Authority because jazz musicians were being denied airplay 
due to daytime play of soul and smooth jazz. 


Jazz FM was cleared by the Radio Authority of any breach in June 2003.73 By the end of 
the investigation, it was revealed that fifteen people had complained that Jazz FM was 
not playing enough jazz.™! 


Jingles, slogans, and branding[edit] 


British jazz singer Kay Garner was asked by Dave Lee, founder of Jazz FM, to sing jingles 
for the station when it began in 1990.75 Jazz FM has had other jingles and slogan. The 
most well known was the "Listen in Colour" (featuring the Jazz FM chameleon) strapline, 
poster advertising campaign and CD in January 1997.22 The campaign was created by 
the Willox Ambler Rodford Law advertising agency. The campaign was credited with a 
48% increase in RAJAR listening figures from 437,000 to 650,000 in the last quarter of 
1997.71 Later in 2002 a poster campaign by WARL was started with the chameleon 
peering through a misted window with the tagline "Come into the Cool". Other slogans 
include "The Rhythm of the City" and afterwards, during the GMG era, "Get It On" 
created by Kitcatt Nohr Alexander Shaw,£2 though on-air it was swiftly replaced by 
"Smooth Jazz and Classic Soul". The £5 million relaunch with Manning Gottlieb over 
three years from 2003 brought an end to the Jazz FM chameleon®4 because extensive 
research carried out by GMG Radio found that few people could associate and recall the 
chameleon with Jazz FM.“2) The Bespoke Music Company created the Jazz FM jingles 
which were in use since 1 January 2003, until 102.2 Jazz FM was relaunched as 102.2 
Smooth FM.!2! 


Availability[edit] 


As well as broadcasting on FM in London, Jazz FM was made available on digital radio in 
the United Kingdom via the Sky Digital platform on 30 April 20024 and on 

the Freeview platform on 30 October 2002.22 Both were preceded by test transmissions. 
Jazz FM was available on DAB digital radio on MXR multiplexes in England, South Wales, 
and Central Scotland (excluding MXR North West, which hosted the defunct 100.4 Jazz 
FM service for the North West) and the Switch Digital multiplex covering Greater 
London. Jazz FM was broadcast around the world on the Internet through its website. 


Jazz FM events[edit] 


Jazz FM Events specialised in setting up and providing events based on jazz and soul. 
This included concerts and performances in bars in the UK. 


Jazz FM connections[edit] 


Jazz FM Connections was a dating site run by People2People.com. The service required 
an individual to pay a subscription to chat and meet people registered on the service. 


The service continued as Smooth FM Connections and later became Smooth Soulmates. 
[87] 


Bring a Pound to Work Day([edit] 


Jazz FM, like its counterpart GMG radio stations, held ‘Bring a Pound to Work Day’ in late 
October/early November 2003/2004. Listeners were asked to donate and collect pound 
coins for a local children's charity - Nordoff-Robbins in 2003 and the Lennox Children's 
Cancer Fund the following year.®# Listeners could also text message for donations ata 
cost of £1.50, of which £1 went to the charity. Jazz FM has held auctions to raise money 
for charity. 


Jazzfm employee Mark Doyle created and marketed many of the later Jazz FM 
compilations and created the Hed Kandi label, running and compiling the albums until 
his departure in 2005. From 2000 Hed Kandi began to market events appearing at 
nightclubs around the world. The most successful events were the residencies in Ibiza at 
El Divino and at Pacha in London. Hed Kandi also started the record labels Stereo Sushi 
& The Acid Lounge and had with Stonebridge. In November 2001, Ministry of Sound and 
Jazz FM plc made a deal where the Ministry of Sound would distribute all Jazz FM 
records. Jazz FM Records has been renamed Enterprise Records, which in turn was 
bought by the Ministry of Sound record label from the Guardian Media Group for an 
undisclosed sum in January 2006. However, under plans to relaunch jazzfm.com as Jazz 
FM, the Jazz FM Records label was brought back.22 


Former specialist programmes[edit] 


Many of the programmes that played on Jazz FM continued to be broadcast on 102.2 
Smooth FM and were made available for download on the jazzfm.com website until 
2008. 


e Andy Peebles' Soul and Soccer: A three-hour show on Saturday afternoons featuring 
soul music alongside soccer updates and scores. The show continues on 100.4 
Smooth FM but is now entirely playlisted and musically mirrors the station's normal 
music output. 

e Behind the Mask: A six-part series which was commissioned in early 2003 following 
GMG's purchase of the station which saw vocalist Alison Moyet profiling well-known 
figures within the jazz industry. 

e Behind the Mic: An occasional series which tended to air on Saturday lunchtimes 
between 1 pm and 2 pm - famous figures within the jazz/soul industry were invited 
to play their favourite songs. 

e Dinner Jazz: One of Jazz FM's flagship shows on weekdays between 7 pm and 
9 pm/10 pm featuring easy listening and jazz. The show made a return as part of 
Jazz FM's return in October 2008. 

e Drivetime with Russell Pockett: A four-hour show playing jazz and soul music, 
included the Million Sellers at 3 pm, which only played songs that sold a million 
records or over and the Top 3 Most Requested at 5 pm, where a listener requests 
three pieces of music to be played in sequence on the show. 

e Hed Kandi: Hed Kandi had two parts: between 2 am and 5 am, presenters Mark 
Doyle and Andy Norman played dance music for the "post-clubbing generation". 


Then, for one hour between 5 am and 6 am, the Hed Kandi Chillout Hour played 
more chilled out music. 

Legends of Jazz with Ramsey Lewis: A show which features classic jazz recordings 
from major and influential jazz artists. 

Mainstem with Campbell Burnap: A two-hour programme which included many 
forms of jazz from classic to Latin as well as a mix of jazz from the younger players 
of the day. 

Mike Chadwick's Cutting Edge: A two-hour show on Saturday nights featuring 
contemporary jazz music. The Cutting Edge was also produced for jazzfm.com, 
theJazz and part of the programming for the relaunch of jazzfm.com to Jazz FM in 
October 2008. 

Paul Gambaccini's Jazz 20: A jazz chart show which was originally broadcast on 
Saturdays but which moved to Sundays in 2004, and became the Jazz 40 between 

5 pm and 8 pm. 

Peter Young's The Soul Cellar: A show on Sunday afternoons which featured soul 
music, including northern soul. 

Sidetrax: A half-hour show (1990-1991) from 10 pm on Saturday nights doubly 
presented by curators from the British Library Sound Archive in which a broad 
selection of jazz tracks was alternated with world and popular music according to a 
chosen theme. Introduced in a one-hour live special with Malcolm Laycock on the 
station's first day of transmission, the programme ran in its original form for over a 
year with Chris Clark and Lucy Duran as the main presenters. Sidetrax transferred to 
a slot within Somethin’ Else in February 1991 and continued until May that year. 
Smooth Jazz Through the Night: A three-hour show through the night which played 
well known smooth jazz records from the archives of Jazz FM. 

Somethin’ Else: A four-hour show on week nights featuring contemporary and classic 
jazz music, competitions and listener contributions. Presented and produced by Jez 
Nelson and Chris Phillips. 

The Late Lounge with Rosie Kendrick: A two-hour show featuring chillout grooves 
and jazz. In 2008, the show was brought back on the relaunched Jazz FM and 
presented by Claire Anderson. 

Tony Blackburn's Real Party Night: A show presented by Tony Blackburn featuring 
lively soul and disco music from the ages. Tony Blackburn also presented a show on 
Jazz FM called Rea/ Sou/ between 10 pm and 12 am on weeknights from March 2003 
for twelve months. Rea/ Sou/ was replaced by a three-hour show from 1 March 2004 
featuring jazz, soul and R&B music presented by Clive Warren, 2241 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


Tony Blackburn 
Campbell Burnap 
Digby Fairweather 
Paul Gambaccini 
Jonny Gould 

Angie Greaves 
Kevin Greening 
Chris Hawkins 
Nicky Horne 

Paul Jones?! 


Dave Koz 


e Malcolm Laycock (former programme controller)! 
e Ramsey Lewis 

e Diana Luke 

e Helen Mayhew 


e Alison Moyet 


e Jez Nelson 
e Charles Nove 
e Bill Oddie 


e Andy Peebles 
e Gilles Peterson! 
e Russell Pockett 


e jon Scragg 
e Tim Smith 


e Clive Warren 
Jazz FM Records discography[edit] 


e 101 Eastbound e Paul Hardcastle - Three 

e A Cellar Full of Soul e Pure Smooth Jazz 

e Absolute Blues e Soho Jazz Sounds 

e Brazilian Nights e Soul Inspired 

e Dinner Jazz American Classics e Spirit of the Street: The Very Best Of 
e Disco Jazz Inner City Cool 

e Dreamin’ e The Late Lounge 

e Driftin e The Late Lounge 2 

e Guitar, Saxes and More e The Late Lounge Presents Angels 

e Inspired e The Perrier Jazz Award Winners 

e Inspired 2 e The Soul of Smooth Jazz 

e Jazz FM - The Album e The Soul of Smooth Jazz - Volume 2 
e jazz of the Beat Generation e The Very Best of Smooth Jazz 


e Late Lounge Presents Boudoir Beats e The Very Best of Smooth Jazz - Volume 
e Mitchell & Dewbury - Beyond The Rains 2 


e Nu Cool e The Very Best of Jazz FM 
e NuCool 2 e The Very Best of Jazz FM - Volume 2 
e Ocean Drive e Tom and Joyce 
e Pacific Coast Highway e Tony Blackburn - Soul Survivor 
e Paul Hardcastle - 1983 - 2003, The very” Velvet - Smooth Moods 
Best of Paul Hardcastle Velvet - Smooth Moods 2 


e Venice Beach 


See also[edit] 


e Jazz FM (UK) 
e 100.4 Jazz FM 


e 102.2 Smooth FM 
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102.2 Smooth FM 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the defunct GMG Radio station which played adult contemporary 


music. 


For the current station which plays oldies, see 102.2 Smooth Radio. 


102.2 Smooth FM (London) (defunct) 


| Broadcast area Greater London (FM), 


102.2 


smooth 


Nationwide (Freeview 718) , 


Sky 0128 
Slogan London's Smooth Favourites 
Frequency 102.2 MHz 
First air date 7 June 2005 
Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner GMG Radio 


102.2 Smooth FM was an Independent Local Radio station for Greater London. It 
replaced 102.2 Jazz FM on 7 June 2005 at 10 am, with the help of R&B singer Lemar and 
the then breakfast show host Jon Scragg. The first track played, keeping with the name 
of the newly launched radio station was Sade Adu's "Smooth Operator", and was owned 
by the radio division of the Guardian Media Group, GMG Radio. Following disappointing 
audience figures, the station was closed on 23 March 2007 and relaunched as 102.2 
Smooth Radio the following Monday, following a successful format change request 

to Ofcom to play music oriented at listeners aged 50 and above. 


102.2 Smooth FM was available on DAB across London, Central Scotland, the North East 
of England, South Wales and the Severn Estuary, Yorkshire and the West Midlands, as 
well as on Freeview channel 718. 


Origins[edit] 
Main article: 102.2 Jazz FM 


In 2005, the Guardian Media Group made the decision to drop the jazz name from the 
Jazz FM brand and relaunch the station as Smooth FM. The London version of Jazz FM 
closed on 27 May 2005 to prepare for the launch of Smooth FM on 7 June. 


On-Air[edit] 


102.2 Smooth FM played middle of the road music, soul and R&B during the day and, as 
part of its licence requirements, focused on jazz music at night. Smooth FM also played 
specialist jazz and soul shows at weekends, details of which are listed below. 


The station was launched on the premise of a 'clutter-free' listen, offering 40 minutes of 
non-stop music every hour without commercial interruptions, deliberately posed as a 
direct challenge to the 'might' of the BBC and a tactic aimed at increasing the total 
number of hours listeners stayed with the station. The 'Smooth 40'# later became the 
‘9-5 Smooth 40’, with off-peak shows introducing more commercial breaks into their 
output, before the concept was dropped altogether in mid-2006. 


Weekday programming featured an ‘all-request' feature entitled ‘Smooth on Demand’ at 
2 pm and 7 pm, Monday to Friday, where listeners were invited to 'demand' their 
favourite song by calling a local-rate phone number. 


Smooth FM also ran a number of 'big money' promotions to entice listeners to trial the 
station - the 'Smooth £10K Tripleplay' ran for several weeks in late 2005, giving £10,000 
to a listener for correctly identifying three consecutive songs in a particular order. 
Another large prize was awarded to Dawn Muggleton on 19 April 2006, however - who 
correctly identified the ‘Smooth Secret Song' (Diana Ross' My Old Piano), winning 
£118,454 at the end of a contest that had run for several months, which was, at that 
time, the biggest cash prize awarded on UK radio since 1999. 


The station also held exclusive live commentary rights for Chelsea FC soccer matches in 
London for the 2005/06 and 2006/07 seasons. Commentary was provided by Gary 
Taphouse and Kerry Dixon. 


The station's jingle package was produced by Bespoke and voiced by Mitch Johnson. 


Presenters/[edit] 
102.2 Smooth FM's presenters included: 


e Mike Allen 

e Dave Brown 

e Campbell Burnap 
e Jim Colvin 

e Jenni Costello 

e Kevin Greening 
e Rosie Kendrick 
e Dave Koz 

e Ramsey Lewis 
e Gavin McCoy 

e Howard Pearce 
e Russell Pockett 
e David Prever 

e jon Scragg 

e Mark Walker 

e Sarah Ward 

e Nigel Williams 
e Paul Wisdom 

e Peter Young 


Specialist Shows Broadcast on 102.2 Smooth FM [edit] 


e Motown Sunday: Four hours of Motown classics, initially hosted by programme 
director Mark Walker and later by Dave Brown. 

e Legends of Jazz with Ramsey Lewis: A show which featured classic jazz 
recordings from major and influential jazz artists. 

e Mainstem with Campbell Burnap: A two-hour programme which included many 
forms of jazz from classic to Latin as well as a mix of jazz from the younger players 
of the day. 


e Peter Young: Three hours of funk, soul and jazz music. 

e Smooth Selection: A selection of mellow jazz through the evening, first presented 
by Sarah Ward, later by Mark Walker and finally by Dave Brown. 

e Smooth Edge: Four hours of soul music on in the early hours of Saturday and 
Sunday morning. 

e The Dave Koz Radio Show: The jazz saxophonist presented a two- 
hour syndicated radio show on Sunday nights featuring the latest tracks in the world 
of smooth jazz, alongside interviews with well-known smooth jazz artists. 

e The Late Lounge with Rosie Kendrick: A two-hour show 
featuring chillout grooves and jazz. 

e The Saturday Night Experience: Broadcast on Saturday evenings from 9pm and 
presented by Mike Chadwick, the show specialised in music with a distinct cutting 
edge. 


Rebrand[edit] 


On 20 October 2006, GMG Radio announced that it was requesting a change of format 
for Smooth FM from Ofcom, moving the station away from its daytime soul and R&B 
remit, instead offering easy listening music and speech for the over 50s and an 
improved local news service. Ofcom approved the changes on 8 December 2006, with 
the condition that GMG retained the 45 hours of jazz per week that constituted part of 
the former licence requirement.) 


Smooth FM trailed the forthcoming changes from the beginning of March 2007, 
promising 'more of London's smooth favourites mixed with the best songs from the past 
five decades’. The station closed at 6:02pm on Friday 23 March 2007 with 

newsreader Sam Gudger uttering the final words - "that was Smooth FM" - followed by a 
weekend of preview music, before the station's replacement, 102.2 Smooth Radio, 
launched on Monday 26 March. 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Smooth Radio 
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Smooth Radio (2010) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the national station launched in 2010. For the current network of 
regional stations, see Smooth Radio. 


Smooth Radio 


Broadca United Kingdom: 

starea National (DAB); 
North West, London, West Midlands, North 
East, Scotland & East Midlands (FM & DAB) 


Slogan "Love Life. Love Music" (2010-2013) 
"This is Smooth" (2013-2014) 


Frequen FM 100.4 MHz (North West), 101.4 MHz 
cy (Derby), 102.2 MHz (London), 105.7 MHz 
(West Midlands), 97.5 MHz (North East), 
105.2 MHz (Glasgow), 106.6 MHz (East 
Midlands) 
DAB 
- 11D (England & Wales) 
- 12A (Scotland) 
- 12A (West Midlands) 
- 12C (North West) 
- 12C (North East) 
- 12C (Nottinghamshire) 
Sky: 0128 
Virgin Media: 916 
Freeview: 718 


Freesat: 732 


First air As Jazz FM 


date 4 March 1990 


As Smooth Radio 
4 October 2010 


Format Adult contemporary 


Owner Global Radio 


Sister Real Radio 


stations Real Radio XS 


Website www.smoothradio.co.uk 


From 2010 to 2014, Smooth Radio was an independent, commercial, national radio 
station in the United Kingdom. Owned by Real and Smooth—a company formerly known 
as GMG Radio—the station was aimed at the over-40 demographic, and competed for its 
audience with BBC Radio 2. It was broadcast on the DAB Digital Radio Digital 

1 national multiplex, Sky, Freesat, Freeview, Virgin Media, online and on regional FM 
and DAB frequencies in the North West, London, North East, West Midlands, Scotland 
and East Midlands. Nationally the station attracted a weekly average audience of 3 
million. 


The station opened in 1990 as 102.2 Jazz FM in London, and a second Jazz FM branded 
station was launched four years later in Manchester. The Manchester station 

became Smooth FM 100.4 in 2004, and was the first in the network of independent local 
radio stations to use the Smooth brand. The London station followed suit a year later. 
The network's parent company, GMG Radio - a subsidiary of the Guardian Media 

Group - acquired the Saga Radio Group in the mid-2000s, and all Saga stations were 
given the Smooth name. After the publication of John Myers' recommendations of a 
regulatory overhaul in commercial radio, and the passing of the Digital Economy Act 
2010 allowing stations to co-locate or discontinue local shows and broadcasts, Smooth 
Radio merged its five English stations into a single, quasi-national station in October 
2010; local news feeds were produced at GMG Radio's headquarters in Salford 

Quays. 105.2 Smooth Radio in Scotland produced its own breakfast and drivetime 
shows, but carried networked programming at other times. As part of their licence 
agreement, the London and Manchester stations were required to continue their 
commitment to jazz music after dropping the Jazz FM name, and the UK's broadcasting 
industry regulator Office of Communications (Ofcom) stipulated they must broadcast 45 
hours of jazz programming per week, but this requirement was ended shortly before the 
merger took place. 


Smooth recruited many well-known British radio personalities to its line-up. Presenters 
on the network included Emma B, Simon Bates, Tony Blackburn, Mark Goodier, David 
Jensen and Chris Tarrant. The station's flagship breakfast show was presented by Simon 
Bates, who left Classic FM after more than a decade. It broadcast occasional 
documentaries on subjects relating to music, news and media events; some of these 
won the station radio industry awards. In November 2011 Smooth launched a second 
station on the Digital One platform dedicated to Christmas music, and later replaced 
this with "Smooth 70s", which played music from the 1970s. The Christmas station 


returned in 2012, and Smooth 70s closed in September 2013. Along with its sister 
station, Real Radio, Smooth was an official host of the Blackpool Illuminations switch-on 
ceremony from 2010, and staged regular, free live music events. The station signed a 
number of sponsorship deals with companies such as Tetley Tea and ATS Euromaster, 
and held annual fundraising events in aid of the charities Help for Heroes and Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 


GMG Radio was taken over by rival Global Radio in June 2012. Global's purchase of the 
company was referred to Ofcom, the Office of Fair Trading and the Competition 
Commission amid concerns that Global's market share may be disproportionately large 
as a result of the deal, and consequently not in the public interest. GMG Radio 
subsequently changed its name to Real and Smooth Radio Ltd. A report issued by the 
Competition Commission in May 2013 highlighted competitiveness issues and 
recommended a full or partial sale of Real and Smooth. Real and Smooth Radio Ltd and 
Global continued to operate as separate companies while the takeover was 
investigated. Smooth moved its operations from Manchester to Global's London 
headquarters in October 2013. In February 2014, Global were given permission to 
remove Smooth from the Digital One platform and replace it with another station. 
Global also sold eight of its regional stations, including three operated under the 
Smooth brand, and announced that Smooth would replace much of its Gold network on 
the medium wave frequency. The Smooth brand was relaunched as a network of 
regional stations in March 2014. 


History[edit] 
Early years as Jazz FM[edit] 


London's Royal Albert Hall was the venue for Jazz FM's launch night which featured a 
performance by Ella Fitzgerald. 


London station 102.2 Jazz FM was launched on 4 March 1990 with a concert performed 
by Ella Fitzgerald at the Royal Albert Hall. Jazz FM played mainly soul and jazz music 
and was broadcast to the London area.“ A sister station in Manchester called 100.4 
Jazz FM was launched on 1 September 1994.2 The Jazz FM stations were purchased by 
the Guardian Media Group in 2002,“ and became part of the company's radio division, 
GMG Radio Holdings Ltd. 


In 2003, GMG radio conducted market research into the type of music that listeners in 
the north-west of England wanted to hear on the radio. The study concluded that many 
people were dissuaded by the name Jazz, and as a result, 100.4 Jazz FM closed on 13 
February 2004 and relaunched as Smooth FM on 1 March. In 2005, GMG rebranded the 


London station 102.2 Smooth FM. The two renamed stations played middle of the 
road music, soul and R&B during the day and as part of their licence requirements, jazz 
music at night. eis 


On 20 October 2006, GMG Radio announced that it was requesting a change of format 
for 102.2 and 100.4 Smooth FM from Ofcom, to remove the stations’ daytime soul and 
R&B licence commitments. GMG Radio proposed an easy listening music service mixed 
with speech for the over 50s, and an improved local news service.“421 Ofcom approved 
the changes on 8 December 2006, with the condition that GMG retained the 45 hours of 
jazz per week that constituted part of the former licence requirement.22! As a result of 
the format change and to distance the station from its London rivals Magic and Heart 
106.2, GMG Radio agreed that a minimum of 20% of its daytime music output would be 
over 40 years old.“ 


Change of identity and expansion[edit] 


SIASA — 


The former studios of 97.5 Smooth Radio in Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, seen here in January 
2008 shortly after it went on air. The station was broadcast to the north-east of England. 


In December 2006, GMG Radio acquired the Saga Radio Group, which owned stations in 
the West Midlands, East Midlands and Scotland, and a licence to begin broadcasting to 
the North East, and expanded the Smooth Network.22 Along with the Smooth FM 
stations in London and Manchester, all Saga stations were relaunched under the Smooth 
Radio brand on 26 March 2007.2924 Saga 105.7 FM in the West Midlands became 105.7 
Smooth Radio, Saga 106.6 FM in the East Midlands became 106.6 Smooth Radio and 
Glasgow based Saga 105.2 FM became 105.2 Smooth Radio.“#“21 A service for the north- 
east of England, 97.5 Smooth Radio, was launched in January 2008.22 To begin with, 
most programming for these stations was produced locally and some shows were 
networked from London. However, Smooth gradually increased its networked 
programming until most content was originated in London or Manchester.24 


In March 2008, GMG Radio requested that Ofcom remove the 45-hour jazz commitment 
for its London and Manchester stations. The company planned to relaunch Jazz FM from 
the jazzfm.com service which broadcast on DAB in Glasgow, online and on a DAB 
multiplex in London.22! In a meeting on 22 April 2008, Ofcom declined the request. 

231 GMG relaunched Jazz FM despite having to retain the jazz commitment. 24 


The decrease of local output lead to criticism from Norman Quirk, the former managing 
director of Saga 105.2 FM in Glasgow, after GMG Radio dismissed six Scottish 
presenters in August 2008 in favour of increased networked content from its stations in 
London and Manchester. The station had operated a 24-hour schedule of local 
programming. Quirk labelled the dismissals "disgraceful" and expressed his fears that 
the station would not be able to serve the needs and interests of the Scottish people as 
well as Saga had done.2#! 


Further expansion[edit] 


After John Myers’ recommendations of a regulatory overhaul in commercial radio were 
published, and the Digital Economy Act 2010 allowing stations to co-locate or 
discontinue local shows and to broadcast on national DAB was passed, Smooth Radio 
merged its five English stations into one quasi-national station, and local news feeds 
were produced from GMG Radio's headquarters in Salford Quays.2* GMG Radio 
announced on 29 June 2010 that it wanted to compete with BBC Radio 2 by 
broadcasting on the Digital One multiplex on DAB to the whole of England and Wales, 
and Sky, Freesat, Freeview, Virgin Media and online.228! Regional content would be 
kept; split news, travel and weather bulletins would be broadcast on the FM and 
regional DAB stations in the North East, North West, West Midlands and East Midlands. 
Listeners in London and those tuning to the national output would hear national 
information. 105.2 Smooth Radio in Scotland would keep its local breakfast and 
drivetime programmes because of the rules governing its broadcast licence, but 
networked content would be broadcast the rest of the time.2%2" The jazz commitments 
for London and the North West were also ended. The new Smooth Radio was launched 
on 4 October 2010 with most of the output originating from Salford Quays, and other 
programming coming from London.2 


On 1 November 2011, GMG Radio launched "Smooth Christmas" on the Digital One 
multiplex, a dedicated station playing only Christmas music with no news or 
advertisements. It promoted Smooth Radio and broadcast until 27 December 2011. 
821 Smooth Christmas was replaced on atrial basis by Smooth 70s, playing tracks from 
the 1970s.=2 The station was warmly received by listeners, and in January 2012 GMG 
Radio confirmed a deal with US syndication firm Premiere Networks to air 1970s 
editions of the American Top 40 show presented by Casey Kasem, which would be 
broadcast at weekends. Smooth 70s' weekday programming included Disco 

Lunch and Late Night Love Songs.™! Due to its popularity, Smooth Christmas was 
relaunched in November 2012 on the Digital One multiplex alongside Smooth 70s.2 


New ownership[edit] 


In June 2012 it was reported that Guardian Media Group was seeking to sell GMG Radio 
in order to restructure itself to stem losses being made by The Guardian and The 
Observer newspapers. Several offers were received for the subsidiary, valuing it at £50 
million.22 GMG Radio was sold to Global Radio on 25 June, at an estimated price of 
between £50 million and £70 million.2422 = Global renamed GMG Radio "Real and 
Smooth Radio Ltd."““ Several rival radio groups expressed their concerns over the 
takeover and the effect it could have on commercial radio in the UK.“ The deal 
prompted speculation about the possible disappearance of the Smooth Radio brand as a 
result of a possible merger with Global's Gold network, which was aimed at a similar 
audience. It was announced that in the short term GMG Radio and Global would 
continue to operate as separate entities while a review of the sale was carried out by 
Ofcom.“ 


On 3 August the Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt instructed Ofcom and the Office of Fair 
Trading (OFT) to examine Global Radio's purchase of GMG, which gave Global over 50% 
of the UK radio market because of concerns the takeover may not be in the public 
interest.“ On 11 October, the OFT agreed to fast-track the investigation. Hunt's 
successor Maria Miller said the deal would not be investigated for media plurality. The 
OFT concluded that the merger could lead to a rise in local advertising costs because of 
the decrease in competitors, and forwarded the matter to the Competition Commission, 
which oversees business mergers and takeovers.“ On the same day the Competition 


Commission announced it would publish its findings into the takeover by 27 March 
2013.41 


On 21 February 2013, the Competition Commission confirmed it would delay its decision 
until May, and issued a statement in which it said, "The range of possible remedies to 
be considered in this case is complex and that all possible remedies need to be 
explored with the parties to the merger and third parties". The Commission published 
its final report into the acquisition on 21 May, requiring Global to sell radio stations in 
seven locations.“ On 14 June, it was reported that Global would appeal against the 
Commission's decision.“ A date for the appeal was subsequently scheduled for 
October.“2 Following the hearing, in November, the Competition Appeal Tribunal 
rejected Global's appeal, meaning it would have to sell some stations in order to 
complete the takeover.©% Global announced in December that it would not appeal the 
decision, and would instead begin the process of selling the assets as directed by the 
Commission.) 


Global announced on 12 August 2013 that Real and Smooth would relocate their London 
and West Midlands offices to Global premises.“2 Smooth Radio's output was relocated to 
Global's Leicester Square headquarters from 1 October, a move that coincided with a 
major overhaul of its schedule, and the closure of Smooth 70s after 21 months on air. =2 
53 Qn 4 February 2014, the Radio Today website reported that Ofcom had given Global 
Radio permission to remove Smooth from the Digital One platform, and to replace it 
with a service playing music from the 1970s, 80s and 90s.4 Under this agreement, 
Smooth would continue to broadcast on its regional frequencies, but would be required 
to provide seven hours of local output per day.&" On 6 February, Global confirmed the 
sale of eight of its regional stations—including those with the Smooth Radio brand in the 
North West, North East and East Midlands—to the Irish media holdings 

company Communicorp. =s Under a franchising agreement between the two firms, 
these stations would retain the Smooth Radio name, but relaunch airing a mixture of 
both regional content and networked programming from London. Smooth would also 
take over Gold's medium wave frequencies, except in London, Manchester and the East 
Midlands. £82581 Global announced later that month that Smooth would be relaunched 
from 3 March,® and subsequently confirmed the Gold changes would take effect from 
24 March, when the stations would begin simulcasting with Smooth Radio London. 

61 This also coincided with the return of local programming at breakfast and drivetime. 


61 


Audience and ratings[edit] 


Smooth Radio catered mainly for listeners over the age of 40,“ a similar audience to 
that of BBC Radio 2.'=! Official quarterly audience figures collated by Radio Joint 
Authority Research Limited (RAJAR) show that the station had an average weekly 
audience of just over 3 million listeners.“2 Figures for the third quarter of 2010, released 
in October 2010 showed that collectively, the six regional Smooth stations had a weekly 
audience of 3 million at the time Smooth became a national broadcaster. John Simons, 
Group Programme Director for GMG Radio said, "The scope for Smooth Radio is huge 
and we're looking forward to seeing this growth continue as more and more people 
discover the station across the UK. We firmly believe Smooth has the potential to 
become the UK's biggest national commercial station and these figures show it's 
heading in the right direction! "= 


During the final quarter of 2010 - the station's first as a national broadcaster - listening 
figures rose to 3.08 million,® which remained unchanged in the first quarter of 2011, 
although listenership in London increased by 29%, largely because of the arrival of 


Simon Bates on the breakfast show in January 2011.52 Smooth continued to increase its 
audience share in the second quarter of 2011, with an average weekly total of 3.2 
million, which rose once again in the third quarter to 3.328 million, meaning that for 
the first time Smooth's figures overtook those of one of its national rivals, talkSPORT. 
3 The station had an audience of 3.3 million in the final quarter of 2011, making it the 
second most listened to national commercial radio station in the UK. 3,317,000 
listeners were tuning in during the first quarter of 2012,™ which dropped slightly in the 
second quarter to 3.2 million.” The third quarter of 2012 saw another small drop to 
3.19 million, but in the same period Smooth 70s recorded its first audience figures of 
749,000.22 Collectively 3.7 million listeners were tuning into Smooth-branded stations. 
21 That figure rose to 3.8 million in the final quarter of the year.” The first quarter of 
2013 saw an average weekly audience of 3.6 million, which fell to 3.1 million for the 
second quarter.Z2 However, figures rose again through the second half of the year, with 
3.26 million in the third quarter of 2013, and 3.38 million in the fourth.” 


Marketing and sponsorship[edit] 


When Smooth Radio launched as a national network, GMG launched a hoarding and 
television advertising campaign featuring eight "Smooth Ambassadors" - listeners 
chosen to represent the station's "zest for life". Each advertisement included a piece of 
information about one of the ambassadors, and something they were currently doing. 
1 The campaign ran throughout October and November 2010. A later campaign 
featured Simon Bates, whose breakfast show attracted increased listening figures in 
London in early 2011.” 


The station signed a number of sponsorship deals with advertisers, often for a particular 
show or for competitions associated with the advertiser. Its first major sponsorship deal 
was with Honda, which sponsored the drivetime show upon the station's launch.2 In 
July 2011 GMG signed a 13-week deal with gaming website Foxy Bingo to sponsor 
Smooth Radio's afternoon show,® and a three-month deal with ATS Euromaster to 
sponsor the drivetime show began in September 2012.24 Real and Smooth announced a 
three-month deal with Sky Movies to sponsor Smooth's weekend film show, Smooth 
Radio at the Movies from February 2013.24 


As part of a three-month deal with Tetley Tea announced in October 2011, Smooth 
Radio's logo appeared on Tetley products sold in British supermarkets.& In August 
2011, GMG announced a deal with the magazine publisher IPC whereby Smooth Radio 
would sponsor the TV Times Awards.! A trip to Kenya was given away in association 
with the Kenya Tourist Board in the lead up to the 2011 wedding of Prince William and 
Catherine Middleton; the winners would stay at the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, where 
the royal couple became engaged.®= High Street retailer Boots UK launched The Feel 
Good Forum, a health and beauty lifestyle programme that began airing for an eight- 
week run on Real and Smooth from March 2013. The show, presented by Kate 
Thornton was a collaboration between the broadcaster, Boots and other partners, 
including the Mumsnet website. Some online content was also produced to supplement 
the programme. # In July 2013, Real and Smooth secured a deal with the organisers of 
the 2014 Commonwealth Games to be the Official Media Partner for its Ticketing 
Campaign.&4 


Presenters and shows[edit] 


Presenters[edit] 
Main article: Smooth Radio presenter history 


Presenters on the station include many notable British radio personalities. The breakfast 
show was hosted by Simon Bates, who joined the network in January 2011.22 Bates 
revived The Golden Hour and Our Tune, two popular features from his Radio 1 days. 

#21 Emma B presented a Sunday afternoon show from March 2011. The actress Tina 
Hobley became a Sunday morning presenter from October 2013. Others to join the 
station at that time include Paul Hollins who presented Smooth Radio's Movie Songs and 
Smooth Soul Sunday, Gary King who hosted a Sunday lunchtime show, and David 
Andrews with a Soul and Motown show on Sunday evenings.@! Former LBC_ 

97.3 presenter Anthony Davis joined the station as its Drivetime presenter from January 
2014.22 


Mark Goodier hosted a weekday mid-morning show from 2007 to 2012.23 Chris Tarrant 
was a Saturday morning presenter whose show was networked across several GMG 
stations in 2008.1% Also in 2008, Tony Blackburn presented a syndicated weekend 
breakfast show for Smooth. He left the station in October 2010 to present Pick of the 
Pops on BBC Radio 2 because the BBC would not allow him to continue working for a 
rival broadcaster.24 Andy Peebles was also a presenter with the station, having hosted 
his Andy Peebles Soul Train from 2004 to 2013, before moving the programme to Gold, 
another station owned by Global Radio. David "Kid" Jensen was a weekday presenter 
from April 2011 to December 2013.2 


Special programming and events[edit] 


An aerial view of Stanley, capital of the Falkland Islands, seen here in 2005. In 2012, Simon Bates 
broadcast a week of programmes from the Islands to mark the 30th anniversary of the Falklands 
War. 


In September 2011, Simon Bates presented a week of programmes from South 
Australia as part of a promotion in which the station gave away a holiday to the state. 
91 |n December 2011, Bates travelled to Afghanistan to present a series of shows with 
British troops at Camp Bastion, which featured Christmas messages from British soldiers 
serving there to their friends and relatives. Bates discussed the possible future of 
Afghanistan as coalition forces prepared to hand over control to the Afghan National 
Army ..22!20uI2021 On 8 April 2012, Easter Sunday, the forces broadcaster BFBS simulcast a 
two-hour show presented jointly by Bates and BFBS's Rachel Cochrane, with Smooth, 
allowing family and friends of serving troops to connect with their loved ones." On 27 
May 2012, Bates presented a special programme ahead of the Thames Diamond Jubilee 
Pageant, previewing Elizabeth II's journey along the River Thames on the royal 

barge, Spirit of Chartwell. He was given special access to the vessel and spoke to the 
boat's owner, Philip Morrell and to composer Debbie Wiseman who was commissioned 
to write the music for the event. To commemorate the 30th anniversary of the end of 
the 1982 Falklands War, Bates broadcast the breakfast show from the Falkland Islands 


for a week; he explored the lives and experiences of Islanders and reflected on the 
conflict. 23 


From 2010, Smooth and Real Radio were the official broadcaster of the switch-on 
ceremony for the Blackpool Illuminations, the broadcast rights to which it won from BBC 
Radio 2, which had aired it since 1997 .2%°71 2010 was the first time the event was 
broadcast on commercial radio. The annual event was compered by presenters from 
the two stations at a purposely-built arena, and featured a music concert by popular 
artists. Performers in 2010 included Alesha Dixon,#“! Gabriella Cilmi, The Wanted, Olly 
Murs,™° and Robbie Williams, who switched on the lights that year.= The 2012 switch- 
on was performed by Greg Rutherford, Luke Campbell and Beth Tweddle—British 
Olympians who won gold medals at the 2012 Summer Olympics.“ 


Smooth Radio hosted a series of free live music gigs titled Love Live Music held at 
venues around the UK.2%43! Featured artists included Adele, Beverley Knight, Eliza 
Doolittle, 8“ Katie Melua, Will Young, Nell Bryden, Honey Ryder,“! Paul Carrack, The 
Pierces, Roachford,2 Jack Savoretti and Leddra Chapman.“™! On 4 October 2011 the 
station celebrated its first anniversary as a national broadcaster with a concert at 
London's Cafe de Paris.2" An evening of music and entertainment was held at 
Liverpool's Waterfront on 21 July 2012, which was attended by 20,000 people. 221251 A 
similar event was held in June 2013.2 Paul Carrick played at an event at Nottingham's 
Glee Club on 26 September 2012.14 


In December 2012 Real and Smooth secured exclusive broadcast rights to the 
"Christmas Hit Factory Live" concert, a show featuring artists and groups who achieved 
success with the Stock Aitken and Waterman and PWL record labels. Those appearing at 
the concert on 21 December included Kylie Minogue, Jason Donovan, Dead or 

Alive and Pat and Mick. It aired on New Year's Eve.2141 


Charity fundraising[edit] 


From 2009 GMG Radio stations, including Smooth Radio, held an annual fundraising day 
for Help for Heroes, a UK charity which provides help and support to injured British 
service personnel.“ The first "Help for Heroes Day" took place on 10 November 2009, 
usl and collectively the stations raised £200,000." The 18-hour special featured Ronan 
Keating, Simon Cowell, Spandau Ballet and The Soldiers, and Chris Tarrant returned to 
the network for the event." The second "Help for Heroes Day" in 2010 raised 
£350,000, bringing the accumulated total to £750,000.422 £255,000 was raised for the 
charity in 2012.28 


During the fundraising event "Smooth Radio Starlight Supper", listeners were 
encouraged to hold dinner parties at which guests donated money to a cancer charity. 
2221 The event began in 2010 when the six stations in the Smooth network raised money 
for Breast Cancer Care in London, Macmillan Cancer Support in the North West, North 
East and West Midlands, the Rainbows Hospice for Children and Young People in the 
East Midlands and Marie Curie's Big Build in Glasgow. 2224241 The 2011, 2012 and 2013 
events raised money exclusively for Macmillan Cancer Support, 0112211251 


Documentaries[edit] 


Smooth Radio occasionally broadcast documentaries about music and historic events, 
usually at weekends. Its first series of documentaries, broadcast in 2008, included a six- 
part series about music from America's Mississippi River region, titled Rolling River of 
Rock. A second series broadcast the following year included Live Fast Die Young about 
famous musicians who died before the age of 30, Legendary Labels about major record 
labels and From Cleethorpes to California about record producer Rod Temperton. The 


station's documentaries won a bronze award in the Programmes and Series Promotion 
category at the 2009 New York Festivals International Radio Program Awards.224 


In December 2010, the station celebrated the 50th anniversary of the television soap 
opera Coronation Street with a documentary titled Coronation Street at 501 and the 
station's Fallen Heroes won a Gold at the 2011 New York Festivals International Radio 
Awards. In March 2011 GMG Radio reporter Katie Collins travelled to Norway to 
interview Prince Harry as he prepared to join a group of injured ex-servicemen on a walk 
to the North Pole in aid of the charity Walking with the Wounded.» The station also 
covered the walk; Collins was the only commercial radio journalist to interview the 
Prince on that occasion. The documentary won a Gold award for Best Documentary at 


the 2012 Sony Radio Academy Awards.224) 


On the 10th anniversary of the September 11 attacks on the United States, Smooth 
aired a documentary featuring British people who were living in New York City at the 
time of the attacks. This was followed by live coverage of the remembrance service 
from Ground Zero, the former site of the World Trade Center, which was destroyed in 
the attacks.'221 


In November 2012, Smooth confirmed it would air a documentary celebrating the life 
of Dusty Springfield over the Christmas period to mark the upcoming 50th anniversary 
of her debut as a solo artist. In January 2013, a Saturday programme dedicated to 
films and a regular documentary slot for Sunday afternoons were announced as part of 
an overhaul of the station's schedule.“ Mark Goodier returned to the network in June 
2013 to present Rolling Home: The Summer of the Stones—a one-hour documentary 
about The Rolling Stones.. 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ A financial report released by Global Radio in December 2013 indicates the company 
paid £69m for its purchase of GMG.22 

2. ^ The stations involved were: Smooth or Capital (East Midlands); Real or Capital (South 
Wales); Real or Heart (North Wales); Capital or Real XS with either Real or Smooth (North 
West); Real or Smooth or Capital (North East); Real or Capital (Yorkshire); 
and Real or Capital (Scotland)“4 

3. ^ The eight stations were Smooth Radio North West, Smooth Radio North East, Smooth 
Radio East Midlands, Capital South Wales, Real Radio North Wales, Capital Scotland, Real 
Radio Yorkshire and Real XS Manchester.& 

4. ^ Atypical example of a Smooth ambassador was Rachel Cook from the north east, who 
on one occasion had abseiled down the Tyne Bridge, and was at that point restoring a 
1964 scooter. 
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The presenter history of Smooth Radio includes many well-known British radio 
personalities who made their names on networks such as Radio 1, Radio 2, and other 
stations. The Smooth Radio brand began life in 2004 with the Manchester-based 100.4 
Smooth FM, and gradually expanded to encompass a number of regional stations; these 
were subsumed into a UK-wide station in 2010. The regional stations were reintroduced 
in 2014. 


Several prominent broadcasters and disc jockeys have been recruited to the line-up. 
Current and former presenters on Smooth include Emma B, Simon Bates, Tony 
Blackburn, Paul Coia, Kate Garraway, Mark Goodier, Kevin Greening, David 

Jensen, Myleene Klass, Lynn Parsons, Eamonn Kelly, Andy Peebles and Graham 
Torrington. As a national broadcaster, the station's flagship breakfast show was 
presented by Simon Bates, who left Classic FM after more than a decade to join Smooth. 
Breakfast and Drivetime shows are currently fronted by a number of regional 
presenters. In addition, Smooth has also played featured one-off specials presented by 
personalities such as Russell Grant, Denise Van Outen and Dionne Warwick. 


Pre-2010[edit] 


Kevin Greening was a presenter on 102.2 Smooth Radio, and had worked for its 
predecessor, 102.2 Smooth FM. Lynn Parsons joined 102.2 Smooth Radio along 
with Capital FM's Mike Allen in March 2007.22! Mark Goodier also joined Smooth in 


London in March 2007 to present his first daily radio programme for a decade, which 
was networked from September of that year.“ In September 2012 he announced he 
would leave Smooth in mid-December to focus on his company, Wise Buddah 
Productions. 


Carlos hosted a show on 105.7 Smooth Radio in Birmingham until joining the national 
Smooth Radio in 2010. Dave Hickman—formerly of BRMB and 100.7 Heart FM—also 
presented on 105.7 Smooth Radio from 2008.4 After joining 102.2 Smooth Radio in 
February 2008, veteran broadcaster Tony Blackburn presented a syndicated weekend 
breakfast show for Smooth later that year. He left the station in October 2010 to 
present Pick of the Pops on BBC Radio 2 because the BBC would not allow him to 
continue working for a rival broadcaster.” Fiona Phillips was signed to present a 
networked Sunday afternoon show from 23 March 2008,"4 but after disappointing 
audience figures she was dropped from the schedule a year later.” Chris Tarrant joined 
the station in 2008 and presented a weekly Saturday morning show for several GMG 
stations to compete with Jonathan Ross's programme on Radio 2.22, The show aired for 
twelve months, after which Tarrant's contract with GMG Radio was not renewed. 

441 Former BBC Radio Scotland and Pebble Mill presenter Paul Coia was a Drivetime 
presenter on 102.2 Smooth Radio from December 2008, having previously been a 
stand-in presenter.“5281 


Andy Peebles began presenting a networked weekday evening show from March 2009, 
un having presented Soul Train on 100.4 Smooth Radio upon its launch in 2004.2% His 
weekday evening show ended in January 2013, but he continued to present Sou/ 

Train for Smooth for another few months, after which the station's owners, Global 

Radio transferred the show to its Gold network.“422 Former head of music at GMG Radio 
Terry Underhill joined the network in 2009, but left in 2011 to take up the position 

at UTV Media as director of programming.22 In September 2009 record producer Pete 
Waterman was signed to present a programme featuring some of his favourite hits from 
the 1970s and 1980s.221 


2010-2014 [edit] 


When GMG launched Smooth as a national station in 2010, Simon Bates left Classic 

FM after 13 years to join Smooth Radio as its new weekday breakfast presenter from 
January 2011.22 Bates revived The Golden Hour and Our Tune, two popular features 
from his Radio 1 days.@4! David "Kid" Jensen was signed in November 2010 to present an 
afternoon show from 2011.23 later confirmed to begin from April.2& After going on to 
present Drivetime, he left the station in December 2013.24 


Pat Sharp was appointed as Tony Blackburn's replacement in January 2011,2% and after 
later becoming Smooth's afternoon presenter, departed along with Jensen in December 
2013.24 Emma B joined the network in March 2011 to host a Sunday afternoon show. 
ra |In January 2012 Graham Torrington joined the station to host his Late Night 

Love show on Sunday evenings,“ but left after three months, and was replaced by a 
syndicated programme from the United States presented by Donny Osmond.# In 
October 2012 Smooth announced stand-in presenter David Prever would become a 
permanent host from December, taking over from Lynn Parsons at weekends, who was 
confirmed as Mark Goodier's replacement on the weekday mid morning show.2! Daryl 
Denham joined the network in January 2013 to present the weekend breakfast show 
after an overhaul of the schedule saw Pat Sharp move to become the weekday 
afternoon presenter.22 Denham left Smooth in January 2014.22 From 10 March 

2013, Kate Thornton presented The Boots Feel Good Forum, an eight-part series 
dedicated to health and fitness, which aired on Smooth and its sister station, Real 


Radio.“ In August 2013, Andi Peters was signed up to present a Sunday lunchtime 
programme, after previously hosting a number of Bank Holiday specials for the station. 
851 The programme was dropped as part of a schedule overhaul less than two months 
later.2% 


The station announced a major overhaul of its schedule following its relocation from 
Manchester to London in October 2013. The actress Tina Hobley was announced as a 
Sunday morning presenter. Others to join the station were Paul Hollins to present 
Smooth Radio's Movie Songs and Smooth Soul Sunday, Gary King for a Sunday 
lunchtime show and David Andrews with a Soul and Motown show on Sunday evenings. 
201 The changes also saw the departure of many well-known names, such as Andy 
Peebles and Andi Peters.2 


In December 2013, it was announced that former LBC 97.3 presenter Anthony 

Davis would join the station as its Drivetime presenter from January 2014.24 Eamonn 
Kelly—former breakfast presenter on Nottingham's 106.6 Smooth Radio—took over 
Sunday breakfast from January 2014 following Daryl Denham's departure.2! 


2014-present([edit] 


Global Radio announced a relaunch of the Smooth Brand in February 2014, taking effect 
from 3 March. This coincided with a return to some regional programming, and the 
departure of Simon Bates, Lynn Parsons, Carlos and David Prever.2#! New names joining 
the network included ex-GMTV presenter Andrew Castle, who would host the breakfast 
show in London, replacing Bates. Other changes included Kate Garraway taking over 
Parsons' mid-morning show, Paul Phear joining the network as an afternoon presenter 
and Heart Cambridge presenter Chris Skinner replacing Carlos in the evenings. Myleene 
Klass of Classic FM was also given a Saturday morning show on Smooth, replacing David 
Prever.22 


Global announced that regional breakfast and drivetime shows would return from 24 
March 2014, and a raft of presenters were hired to host the programmes. As well as 
Castle and Davis presenting breakfast and drivetime for Smooth Radio London, Darren 
Parks, formerly of Real Radio joined to present the breakfast show on Smooth Radio 
North West, while Carlos returned to front the region's drivetime programme.22 Smooth 
Radio North East hired Steve Coleman, previously a presenter on Magic AM for 
breakfast, and Clive Warren, formerly of Metro Radio and Radio 1 as his drivetime 
counterpart." On Smooth Radio East Midlands, the roles were filled by Gareth Evans 
of BBC Radio Nottingham and Emma Caldwell of Capital FM, while Nigel Freshman 

of Free Radio and Charlie Jordan, previously a Smooth presenter in the West Midlands 
joined Smooth West Midlands.2" 


Changes continued throughout 2015, which included the axe of the Saturday and 
Sunday soul shows and several weekday shows were reduced from four to three hours a 
day. In May 2015, Paul Phear replaced Chris Skinner as presenter of the Saturday 
evening show The Great British Songbook, whilst Skinner replaced Phear as presenter of 
Sunday afternoons. The Great British Songbook was eventually dropped in October 
2015 and replaced with the Saturday Sanctuary. Danny Pietroni of Magic 105.4 

EM joined Smooth in November 2015 as presenter of the daily late night Smooth Love 
Songs Show.“ On March 22 2016, it was announced that Andrew Castle would leave the 
Smooth Breakfast Show after two years and was replaced by Absolute Radio DJ Russ 
Williams.“ Later that same year, Martin Collins returned to Smooth Radio from Magic 
105.4 to present the weekend edition of Smooth Love Songs. At the beginning of 
2017 Tina Hobley replaced Anthony Davis as presenter of Smooth Drive Home.“ In 
March 2017, Margherita Taylor, formally of Heart London replaced Chris Skinner as 


presenter of the Sunday Afternoon Show, in the same month David Andrews, presenter 
of the weekday edition of The Smooth Nightshift left the station and was replaced 

by Paul Hollins. In October 2017, Gary Vincent, previously of Magic 105.4 FM replaced 
Chris Skinner as presenter of the Weekday edition of The Smooth Sanctuary. 


On Christmas' Eve 2017, Andrew Castle presented the last Great American Songbook. 
The show was reverted into Smooth Sanctuary from 2018. Castle left the station in 
March 2018 and Gary Vincent fulfilled the presenting duties of the Sunday Smooth 
Sanctuary. In February 2018, Russ Williams resigned from presenting the Smooth 
Breakfast Show and was replaced by Gary King. 


On 2 September 2019, a new networked afternoon Drivetime show was introduced 
across all Smooth stations, hosted by Angie Greaves, joining the station from Magic. 
Weekday breakfast remained local to each FM station, mostly retaining existing 
presenters. Carlos moved from Smooth North West drive to the breakfast show on Heart 
70s. 


One-off presenters[edit] 


Denise Van Outen has hosted one-off shows for Smooth, covering for Emma B in May 
2011, presenting a special programme on Christmas Eve,“ and again on Easter 
Monday 2012.“ The former BBC Royal Correspondent Jennie Bond reported on 

the wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton for Smooth on 29 April 2011.44 The 
astrologer Russell Grant joined the network to present a one-off programme on 27 
August (Bank Holiday Monday) featuring some of his favourite songs from the 1960s. 

481 The singer Michael Bublé presented a series of three shows over Christmas 2012. 

41 Also over the 2012 holiday season Dionne Warwick hosted a programme in which she 
talked about her life in music, while Katherine Jenkins had a one-off special playing 
some of her favourite songs.24 
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City 


Broadcast East Midlands 


Smooth East Midlands 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


Nottingham 


area 


Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 


Frequency FM: 106.6 - 101.4 - 97.2 - 106.8 - 
107.4 MHz 


First air date 26 March 2007 


Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Communicorp 

Sister Capital Midlands 
stations 

Website Smooth East Midlands 


Smooth East Midlands is an Independent Local Radio station for the East Midlands, 
which replaced Saga 106.6 FM at 6am on Monday 26 March 2007. It is owned 
by Communicorp and operated by Global as part of the Smooth network of stations. 


As well as being carried on FM in the East Midlands, the station could also be found 
on DAB digital radio and online. It was also broadcast on the NOW Derbyshire DAB 
Multiplex. 


History[edit] 


The station came into existence following GMG Radio's purchase of the Saga Radio 
Group in December 2006, and the granting of permission from the regulator Ofcom to 
change the format of its Smooth FM stations. The decision was made to change both the 
Smooth FM and Saga stations to Smooth Radio. Saga 106.6 FM closed at 6pm on Friday 
23 March 2007, and was followed by a preview weekend for the new Smooth Radio. 


Smooth East Midlands played middle-of-the-road, adult contemporary music, aimed at 
listeners aged 45 and over. It had very few similarities to its predecessor. Though many 
of the presenters who worked on Saga 106.6 FM initially hosted shows on 106.6 Smooth 
Radio, many later departed and by the time of its closure none of the specialist shows 
from the Saga days had survived. Moreover, Smooth's initial slogan Your Life, Your 
music, which was used on Saga stations, was modified to Love Life, Love Music, which 
continues to be used by the station's successor. The station gradually networked many 
of its programmes since 2007, and from 28 June 2010 Tony Lyman was the only 
remaining original presenter from the Saga line up. 


Local programming originated from studios in Nottinghamshire. Networked 
programming was syndicated from Smooth North West studios at Salford 
Quays, Manchester. 


In 2010 GMG announced that it would be merging its five Smooth stations in England to 
create a nationwide Smooth Radio service based in Manchester. The new station was 
launched on 4 October 2010 and could be heard both on DAB and on the locally on the 
FM frequencies. 


Global Radio franchisee under Communicorp ownership[edit] 
Further information: Smooth Radio 
Smooth Radio's output was relocated to new owner Global's Leicester 


Square headquarters from 1 October 2013, a move that coincided with a major overhaul 
of its schedule, and the closure of Smooth 70s after 21 months on air.“ 


Global reached an agreement to sell Smooth East Midlands and seven others 
to Communicorp, as part of a plan to allay competition fears following Global's purchase 
of GMG Radio. 


On 4 February 2014, the Radio Today website reported that Ofcom had given Global 
permission to remove Smooth from the Digital One platform, and to replace it with a 
service playing music from the 1970s, 80s and 90s.“ Under this agreement, Smooth 
would continue to broadcast on its regional frequencies, but would be required to 
provide seven hours of local output per day.” 


On 2 March 2014 a new slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix was introduced. 


In September 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Smooth's local Drivetime and weekend shows were replaced by 
network programming from London.® Local news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising were retained, alongside the station's East Midlands breakfast show. 


Connect Radio 97.2, 106.8 & 107.4 is to close and merge with Smooth East Midlands 
from 1 October 2019. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Nottingham studios from 6- 
10am on weekdays. All networked programming originates from Global's London 
headquarters, including The Smooth Drive Home with Angie Greaves. 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends. The bulletins are produced for Communicorp by 
Global's Nottingham newsroom. 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
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Smooth Lake District 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


|City Manchester 


| Broadcast area Lake District 


| Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 
| Frequency FM: 100.1, 100.8, 101.4 MHz 
First air date 27 October 2001 


|Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Global 


Sister stations Heart 


Website Smooth Lake District 


Smooth Lake District is an Independent Local Radio station for the Lakes, owned and 
operated by Global and part of the Smooth network. 


Overview([edit] 


Lakeland 
100.1,100.8 101.4 


Logo used to 2018 


Originally known as Lakeland Radio, the station broadcasts from transmitters at Kendal 
on 100.1 MHz,“ the western side of Lake Windermere on 100.8 MHz! and Keswick 
Forest on 101.4 MHz. 21!) 


Originally licensed to serve the South Lakes, the station's coverage area extended 
northwards on 23 April 2013 when it began broadcasting to Keswick and surrounding 
villages.& Part of the service area overlaps with that of its Lancaster-based sister station 
The Bay (now Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria). 


On 20 November 2017, CN Group announced Lakeland Radio would be sold 
to Global along with sister station The Bay - the sale was finalised by 1 December 2017. 
t Global later announced Lakeland Radio would become part of the Smooth network. 


The Lakeland Radio brand and programming was phased out during February 2018 and 
following a transition period, the station was relaunched as Smooth Lake District at 6am 
on Monday 5 March 2018.4 


In September 2019, the station closed its Kendal studios and co-located with sister 
station Smooth North West in Manchester. 


Following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from commercial radio, 
Smooth's local Drivetime and weekend shows were replaced by network programming 
from London. Local news bulletins, traffic updates and advertising were retained, 
alongside the station's Lake District breakfast show. 


Programming|[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Manchester studios from 6- 
10am on weekdays. All networked programming originates from Global's London 
headquarters, including The Smooth Drive Home with Angie Greaves .24 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly local news bulletins from 6am-7pm on weekdays 
and from 6am-12pm at weekends."4 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 


See also[edit] 


e Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria 
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Coordinates: (w51.517107°N 0.163374°W 


Smooth London 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 


Frequency 102.2 MHz 
Channel 728 (Freesat) 
Channel 718 (Freeview) 
Channel 0128 (Sky) 
Channel 916 (UPC Ireland) 
Channel 916 (Virgin Media) 


First air date 26 March 2007 


Adult Contemporary 


Owner Global 


Sister stations Capital London 


Capital Xtra 
Classic FM 
Heart London 
LBC 

LBC News 
Radio X 

Gold 


Smooth London 


Smooth London is a regional radio station owned by operated by Global as part of 

the Smooth radio. It broadcasts to the Greater London area from Croydon transmitting 
station and is recorded in studios in Leicester Square, London. It replaced 102.2 Smooth 
FM on 26 March 2007. 


History[edit] 


GMG Radio ownership[edit] 
Main article: 102.2 Jazz FM 


Main article: 102.2 Smooth FM 


The station launched on 4 March 1990 as Jazz FM, playing mainly soul and jazz music. It 
was relaunched in June 2005 as 102.2 Smooth FM, playing middle of the 

road music, soul and R&B during the day and, as part of its licence requirements, 
focused on jazz music at night. On 20 October 2006, GMG Radio announced that it was 
requesting a change of format for 102.2 Smooth FM from Ofcom, moving the station 
away from its daytime soul and R&B remit which had, until that point, formed an 
integral part of the licence. GMG proposed an easy listening music service mixed with 
speech for the over 50s, coupled with an improved local news service. Ofcom approved 
the changes on 8 December 2006, with the condition that GMG retained the 45 hours of 
jazz per week that constituted part of the former licence requirement. = 


As a result of the format change, GMG agreed to adhere to a minimum of 20% of its 
music during daytime being over 40 years old, to distance the station from its London 
rivals Magic and Heart 106.2. 


Paul Chantler was appointed by GMG to be full-time programme consultant to the 
station from 14 January 2008 for one year, working with the existing programming team 
to develop the sound of the station. 


In March 2008, GMG requested a format change to remove the 45-hour jazz 
commitment it has in place for 102.2 Smooth Radio. Part of the plans included a 
relaunch of Jazz FM from the jazzfm.com service (at the time broadcasting on DAB 

in Glasgow and online) onto a DAB multiplex in London. In a meeting on 22 April 2008 
Ofcom denied GMG's request to drop its jazz commitments.“ GMG, under licence to The 
Local Radio Company relaunched Jazz FM despite the decision. 


On 6 October 2008 Smooth Radio was removed from the MXR Wales and West multiplex 
to allow for the relaunch of Jazz FM. Although initially, Real Radio was removed, 
Smooth Radio was removed and Real restored on the multiplex. It replaced Jazz FM in 
South Wales and returned to DAB. 


Local programming originated from studios in London. Networked programming was 
syndicated from sister station Smooth North West at Salford Quays, Manchester. 


In 2010 GMG announced that it would be merging its five Smooth stations in England to 
create a nationwide Smooth Radio service based in Manchester. The new station was 
launched on 4 October 2010 and could be heard both on DAB and on the locally on the 
FM frequencies. 


Global Radio ownership[edit] 
Further information: Smooth Radio 


Smooth Radio's output was relocated to new owner Global's Leicester 
Square headquarters from 1 October 2013, a move that coincided with a major overhaul 
of its schedule, and the closure of Smooth 70s after 21 months on air, 28 


On 4 February 2014, the Radio Today website reported that Ofcom had given Global 
permission to remove Smooth from the Digital One platform, and to replace it with a 
service playing music from the 1970s, 80s and 90s.™ Under this agreement, Smooth 


would continue to broadcast on its regional frequencies, but would be required to 
provide seven hours of local output per day. 


Programming[edit] 


The station broadcasts (live and voice-tracked) from Global's London headquarters 24 
hours a day - all AM stations carry the same programming as the London station, with 
the exception of weekday afternoon opt-outs for the two stations in Wales. 


Smooth London also broadcasts hourly news bulletins 24 hours a day from Global's 
London newsroom, including networked overnight and weekend updates on the hour. 


Notable presenters[edit] 
Current presenters[edit] 


e Kate Garraway 
e Paul Phear 

e Tina Hobley 

e Gary Vincent 

e Paul Hollins 

e Gary King 

e Myleene Klass 


e Margherita Taylor 
e Eamonn Kelly 


e Martin Collins 

e Danny Pietroni 
e Charlie Jordan 
e Nikki Bedi 

e Angie Greaves 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Andrew Castle 
e Anthony Davis 
e Chris Skinner 
e Russ Williams 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Smooth Radio 
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Smooth North East 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


City Newcastle 

Broadcast North East England 
area 

'Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 
Frequency 97.5 MHz (Main), 


101.2 MHz (Hexham), 

107.5 MHz (Newcastle/Gateshead), 
107.7 MHz (Teesside), 

DAB - MXR North East, MXR Yorkshire 


First air date 8 January 2008 


Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Communicorp 


Sister stations Capital North East 


Heart North East 


Website Smooth North East 


Smooth Radio's studios in Team Valley, Gateshead 


Smooth North East is a regional radio station owned by Communicorp and operated 
by Global as part of the Smooth network. It broadcasts to North East England from 
studios in Newcastle. 


Overview/([edit] 
GMG Radio ownership[edit] 


The licence for the station was originally awarded to the Saga Radio Group. 

However, GMG Radio inherited it following its purchase of Saga in December 2006. GMG 
had been granted permission by the regulator, Ofcom, to change the format of 

its Smooth FM stations in London and Manchester, and took the decision to change both 
the Smooth FM and Saga Stations to a new brand, Smooth Radio. All stations concerned 
ceased broadcasting on Friday 23 March 2007, and were replaced the following Monday 
by the new network. 


Test transmissions for Smooth North East began on 22 November 2007, and an 
advertising campaign was launched in the region from Boxing Day. This included 
television commercials featuring images of some of the music industry's most notable 
artists, such as Buddy Holly, Diana Ross and Rod Stewart. The station launched at 8am 
on 8 January 2008. The music format of the station was middle of the road, adult 
contemporary music, aimed at an audience aged 45 and over. 


Local programming originated from studios at Team Valley, Gateshead. Networked 
programming was syndicated from sister station Smooth North West at Salford 
Quays, Manchester. 


In 2010 GMG announced that it would be merging its five Smooth stations in England to 
create a nationwide Smooth Radio service based in Manchester. The new station was 
launched on 4 October 2010 and could be heard both on DAB and on the locally on the 
FM frequencies. 


Global Radio franchisee under Communicorp ownership[edit] 
Further information: Smooth Radio 


Smooth Radio's output was relocated to new owner Global's Leicester 
Square headquarters from 1 October 2013, a move that coincided with a major overhaul 
of its schedule, and the closure of Smooth 70s after 21 months on air.“ 


Global reached an agreement to sell Smooth North East and seven others 
to Communicorp, as part of a plan to allay competition fears following Global's purchase 
of GMG Radio. 


On 4 February 2014, the Radio Today website reported that Ofcom had given Global 
permission to remove Smooth from the Digital One platform, and to replace it with a 
service playing music from the 1970s, 80s and 90s.“ Under this agreement, Smooth 
would continue to broadcast on its regional frequencies, but would be required to 
provide seven hours of local output per day. 


The local studios are shared with Global-owned stations Capital North East and Heart 
North East. In May 2015, all three stations moved to new studios at Wellbar Central in 
Newcastle city centre. 


In September 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Smooth's local Drivetime and weekend shows were replaced by 
network programming from London. Local news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising were retained, alongside the station's North East breakfast show. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Newcastle studios from 6- 
10am on weekdays. All networked programming originates from Global's London 
headquarters, including The Smooth Drive Home with Angie Greaves.“ 


NewsS[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts regional news bulletins from 6am-7pm on weekdays and 
6am-12pm at weekends. The bulletins are produced for Communicorp by Global's 
Newcastle newsroom, which also produces bulletins for Capital and Heart in the North 
East. 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e EmmaB e Andi Peters 
e Simon Bates e Fiona Phillips 
e Tony Blackburn e David Prever 


e Carlos e Pat Sharp 


e Daryl Denham e Chris Tarrant 


e Mark Goodier e Kate Thornton 

e David Jensen e Graham Torrington 
e Donny Osmond e Clive Warren 

e Lynn Parsons e Pete Waterman 


e Andy Peebles 
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Smooth North West 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


City Manchester 


Broadcast area North West England 


Branding Smooth Radio 


Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 


Frequency 100.4 MHz / 
DAB: 11B Liverpool 
12A Lancashire 
11C Manchester 


First air date 1 September 1994 


(as Jazz FM) 
Format Easy listening 
Owner Communicorp 


Sister stations Capital Manchester and Lancashire, 
Heart North West & 


XS Manchester 


Website Smooth North West 


Smooth North West is a regional radio station owned by Communicorp and operated 
by Global as part of the Smooth network. The station broadcasts to the North West of 
England from studios at Spinningfields in Manchester. 


History[edit] 
GMG Radio ownership[edit] 


The station was launched by Radio Investments Ltd on 1 September 1994 as Jazz FM, 
but was also known as JFM in an attempt to appeal to listeners who could be put off by 
the use of the word "jazz". Jazz FM originally played a wide variety of jazz, pandering to 
more smooth jazz during the daytime in order to attract the 25- to 45-year-old target 
market which was required to make the station a success. However, the focus of the 
music later changed, and by the early 2000s, it was focusing more on soul and 

softer R&B alongside jazz. 


100.4 Jazz FM broadcast its daytime shows from its Manchester station, but specialist 
shows such as Dinner Jazz and Legends of Jazz with Ramsey Lewis were networked from 
its London sister station 102.2 Jazz FM. 


In 2003, the Guardian Media Group did extensive research into the type of music that 
listeners in the north-west wanted to hear. They concluded that many people were 
dissuaded by the name "jazz", and as a result, 100.4 Jazz FM closed on 13 February 
2004 and relaunched as Smooth FM on 1 March 2004. 


The station now began to play more modern music during the day, but continued a 
mostly jazz themed output at night. The arrangements for local and networked 
programming remained for a time, but from March 2005, only Mike Chadwick's The 
Saturday Night Experience was networked from 102.2 Smooth FM. All other 
programming was produced and aired in the North West. 


The station was relaunched again as Smooth Radio 100.4 on 26 March 2007. The launch 
occurred at the same time as London based 102.2 Smooth FM, however Smooth Radio 
100.4 continued with its own unique soul music based format. On 5 July 2007, GMG 
Radio announced that it was requesting a change of format from Ofcom, which would 
bring Smooth Radio 100.4 in line with the rest of the network. It proposed an easy 
listening music service mixed with speech for the over 50's, coupled with an improved 
local news service. Ofcom approved the changes on 11 October 2007. 


In March 2008, GMG requested a format change to remove its jazz commitments it has 
in place for Smooth Radio 100.4. Part of the plans included a relaunch of Jazz FM from 
the jazzfm.com service broadcasting on DAB in Glasgow and online on the MXR North 
West multiplex. In a meeting on 22 April 2008 Ofcom denied GMG's request to drop its 
jazz commitments.2 GMG said that it would be relaunching Jazz FM despite the decision. 
[3] 


Local and networked programming originated from studios at Laser House in Salford 


Quays. 


In 2010, GMG announced that it would be merging its five Smooth stations in England to 
create a nationwide Smooth Radio service based in Salford. The new station was 
launched on 4 October 2010 and could be heard both on DAB and on the locally on the 
FM frequencies. 


Global Radio franchisee under Communicorp ownership[edit] 
Further information: Smooth Radio 
Smooth Radio's output was relocated to new owner Global's Leicester 


Square headquarters from 1 October 2013, a move that coincided with a major overhaul 
of its schedule, and the closure of Smooth 70s after 21 months on air.“ 


Global reached an agreement to sell Smooth North West and seven others 
to Communicorp, as part of a plan to allay competition fears following Global's purchase 
of GMG Radio. 


On 4 February 2014, the Radio Today website reported that Ofcom had given Global 
permission to remove Smooth from the Digital One platform, and to replace it with a 
service playing music from the 1970s, 80s and 90s.™ Under this agreement, Smooth 
would continue to broadcast on its regional frequencies, but would be required to 
provide seven hours of local output on weekdays (four hours at weekends) and a 
regional news service.2 


In May 2017, local programming moved from Salford to new studios at the XYZ building 
in the Spinningfields district of Manchester City Centre. Smooth North West shares 
facilities with sister station XS Manchester and two Global-owned stations, Heart North 
West and Capital Manchester and Lancashire. 


In September 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Smooth's local Drivetime and weekend shows were replaced by 
network programming from London. Local news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising were retained, alongside the station's North West breakfast show. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Manchester studios from 6- 
10am on weekdays. All networked programming originates from Global's London 
headquarters, including The Smooth Drive Home with Angie Greaves. 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins from 6am-7pm on 
weekdays and 6am-12pm at weekends. The bulletins are produced for Communicorp by 
Global's Manchester newsroom. 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e EmmaB e David Jensen 

e Simon Bates e Lynn Parsons 

e Tony Blackburn e Andy Peebles 

e Carlos e David Prever 

e Daryl Denham e Pat Sharp 

e Mark Goodier e Pete Waterman 
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| 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


Broadcast area West Scotland 
Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 
|Format Adult Contemporary 
|Owner Global 
Sister stations Capital Scotland 

Heart Scotland 


Smooth Scotland is a Scottish independent local radio station owned and operated 
by Global as part of the Smooth network. The station replaced Saga 105.2 FM in 2007. 


As well as being carried on FM in the Glasgow area, the station is also broadcast 

on DAB radio to the East of Scotland and online via a streaming service. It is also carried 
on FM in Wester Ross during non-local broadcast hours of Two Lochs Radio for which it 
forms a sustaining service. 


Overviewledit] 
GMG Radio ownership[edit] 


The station came into being following GMG Radio's purchase of the Saga Radio Group in 
December 2006, and the granting of permission from the regulator Ofcom to change 
the format of its Smooth FM stations in London and the North West of England. The 


decision was made to change both the Smooth FM and Saga stations to Smooth Radio 
and Saga 105.2 FM was closed at 6pm on Friday 23 March 2007. This was then followed 
by a preview weekend for the new Smooth Radio giving listeners the opportunity to 
hear the presenters and music which would be featured on the new station. 


The station operated a 24-hour schedule of local programming until August 2008 when 
networked output from London and Manchester was introduced, leading to the sackings 
of six station presenters. 


Following the publication of John Myers' recommendations of a regulatory overhaul in 
commercial radio, and the passing of the Digital Economy Act 2010, which allowed 
stations to co-locate or drop all local shows and broadcast on national DAB, Smooth 
Radio merged its five England-based stations into one quasi-national station, with local 
news feeds produced from GMG Radio's headquarters in Salford Quays.” GMG made the 
announcement on 29 June 2010, that it wanted to rival BBC Radio 2 by broadcasting on 
the Digital 1 multiplex on DAB Digital Radio to the whole of England and Wales, as well 
as Sky, Freesat, Freeview, Virgin Media and online. A regional flavour would be kept 
with split news, travel and weather bulletins broadcasting in the FM and DAB regional 
stations in the North East, North West, West Midlands and East Midlands. London 
listeners and those tuning nationally would hear national information. 


Global ownership[edit] 


Most of Smooth Radio's output was relocated to new owner Global's Leicester 
Square headquarters from 1 October 2013, a move that coincided with a major overhaul 
of its schedule, and the closure of Smooth 70s after 21 months on air. 21 


In November 2016, Smooth Scotland and its sister station Heart Scotland moved from 
its former studios at Ballieston in the east end of Glasgow to Global's new Scottish 
headquarters at West Regent Street in the city centre. 


In September 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Smooth's local Drivetime and weekend shows were replaced by 
network programming from London. Local news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising were retained, alongside the station's Scottish breakfast show. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Glasgow studios from 6- 
10am on weekdays. All networked programming originates from Global's London 
headquarters, including The Smooth Drive Home with Angie Greaves. 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins. The Glasgow newsroom 
also produces bulletins for Capital and Heart in Scotland. 't#terreeden National news updates 
air hourly from Global's London headquarters at times. 
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Smooth West Midlands 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


City Birmingham 


Broadcast area Birmingham and the West Midlands 


Slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix 
Frequency FM 105.7 MHz 
RDS:Smooth__ 
DAB 


First air date 26 March 2007 


Format Adult contemporary 


Owner Global 


Sister stations Capital Midlands 


Heart West Midlands 


Website Smooth 


Smooth West Midlands is an Independent Local Radio station for the Birmingham and 
the West Midlands. It is owned and operated by Global as part of the Smooth network. 


History[edit] 
GMG Radio[edit] 


The station launched following GMG Radio's purchase of the Saga Radio Group in 
December 2006, and granting of permission from the regulator Ofcom to change the 
format of its Smooth FM stations in London and the North West. The decision was made 
to change both the Smooth FM and Saga stations to Smooth Radio and so Saga 105.7 
FM was closed at 6pm on Friday 23 March 2007. This was then followed by a preview 
weekend for the new Smooth Radio giving listeners the chance to hear the presenters 
and music which would be on the new station. 


Local programming originated from studios in Birmingham. Networked programming 
was syndicated from sister station Smooth North West at Salford Quays, Manchester. 


In 2010, it was announced that it would be merging its five Smooth stations in England 

to create a nationwide Smooth Radio service based in Manchester. The new station was 
launched on 4 October 2010 and could be heard both on DAB and on the locally on the 

FM frequencies. 


Global[edit] 


Smooth Radio's output was relocated to new owner Global's Leicester 
Square headquarters from 1 October 2013, a move that coincided with a major overhaul 
of its schedule, and the closure of Smooth 70s after 21 months on air.“ 


On 4 February 2014, the Radio Today website reported that Ofcom had given Global 
permission to remove Smooth from the Digital One platform, and to replace it with a 
service playing music from the 1970s, 80s and 90s. Under this agreement, Smooth 
would continue to broadcast on its regional frequencies, but would be required to 
provide seven hours of local output per day. 


In September 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Smooth's local Drivetime and weekend shows were replaced by 
network programming from London. Local news bulletins, traffic updates and 
advertising were retained, alongside the station's West Midlands breakfast show. 


Station format[edit] 


Smooth West Midlands plays middle-of-the-road, adult contemporary music, aimed at 
listeners aged 35 and over. It had few similarities to its predecessor. Some of the 
specialist shows from the Saga days survived initially, but were gradually replaced with 
a more contemporary format. 


Smooth's initial slogan Your Life, Your Music, which was used on Saga stations, was 
modified to Love Life, Love Music to enhance Smooth's promise to play the best choice 
of music from the previous four decades. The music policy at Smooth ranged from the 
late '60s right up to the present date, with a heavy focus on easy listening songs. On 1 
March 2014, a new slogan Your Relaxing Music Mix was introduced. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Global's Birmingham studios from 
6-10am on weekdays. All networked programming originates from Global's London 
headquarters, including The Smooth Drive Home with Angie Greaves." 


News[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly regional news bulletins from 6 am - 7 pm on 
weekdays and 6 am - noon on weekends. The Birmingham newsroom also produces 
bulletins for Capital Midlands and Heart West Midlands. 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
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Smooth Wales 


YOUR RELAXING MUSIC MIX 


Frequency 1260 AM (North Wales/West Cheshire) 
1305 & 1359 AM and DAB (South Wales) 
DAB (Northwest Wales) 


First air date 11 March 1980 (South Wales) 
5 September 1983 (North Wales) 
24 March 2014 (as Smooth) 


Format Adult Contemporary 

Owner Global 

Sister Capital North West and Wales, 
stations Capital South Wales, 


Heart North Wales & 


Heart Wales 


Website Smooth 


Smooth Wales is an Independent Local Radio station broadcasting to the Cardiff area 
of South Wales and to the Wrexham area of North Wales, as well as parts of Cheshire in 
England. All programming content is now shared to both areas. It is the only AM station 
in the Smooth radio network to have its own content, a local four-hour weekday show, 
as all other Smooth AM stations, as added to the network in 2014, carry 

the London network FM content, opting out only for local news and advertising breaks. 
The local show on Smooth Wales was carried over from the station's previous 
incarnation as Gold. 


History[edit] 
Prior to 1999[edit] 


Further information: Wrexham and Chester Gold 


The two stations now broadcasting as Smooth in Wales were originally the AM 
frequencies of separate ILR stations in North and South Wales. CBC launched to Cardiff 
in April 1980, and Marcher Sound broadcast to Wrexham and Deeside from September 
1983. Both launched with FM and AM transmission. Initially, each station broadcast its 
own local programmes on both frequencies but, later, following the lead of Capital 
Radio in London and others, split their transmissions: CBC, which became Red Dragon in 
1985, split off its AM frequencies as Touch Radio in 1990, and at around the same time 
Marcher Sound's AM franchise became Marcher Gold. The stations continued to exist as 
separate entities throughout this era. 


1999-2007: joining networks[edit] 


Both Touch Radio and Marcher Gold would later go on to join network services after 
their parent stations were absorbed into larger entities. Capital Radio Group purchased 
Red Dragon and Touch Radio in 1999, and as a result the AM service joined the Capital 
Gold network, which was also being rolled out to other AM stations owned by the group. 
(Red Dragon on FM would retain its local programming and identity until becoming part 
of the Capital network in 2011.) Marcher Radio Group, meanwhile, was taken over by 
the GWR Group in 2000, and the Marcher Gold service on 1260 AM joined GWR's Classic 
Gold network, initially as 'Classic Gold Marcher’ and latterly as 'Classic Gold 1260'. The 
Classic Gold station group was sold by GWR to UBC in 2002, though operationally little 
changed. On-air, the amount of local programming for Wales was reduced as the 
stations began to carry more of the networked programmes being broadcast from 
London (Capital Gold) and Dunstable (Classic Gold). 


2007-2014: Gold era[edit] 


Following the merger of Capital Radio Group and GWR Group in 2005, forming GCap 
Media, ownership of Capital Gold stations, including that of the South Wales service, 
transferred to the new company. GCap then re-purchased the Classic Gold station 
network from UBC to regain control of the AM stations which had existed as sister 
stations to the ex-GWR FM stations, including the former Classic Gold Marcher. 


On 3 August 2007, the Classic Gold and Capital Gold networks were combined into a 
single Gold network, broadcasting mostly from London, with four hours a day of local 
content to each station, broadcast between noon and 4pm, and this was 

generally voice-tracked rather than live. Both Gold services in Wales now received a 
single Gold programme for Wales in the slot, taking London content at other times. 


Ofcom would later introduce content-sharing guidelines for AM stations, allowing all AM 
services to share programming with their sister services provided that at least ten hours 
a day of content came from within the nation (England, Scotland, Wales or Northern 
Ireland) to which the station was broadcast, although stations which had already been 
given permission to carry less than ten hours from their nation could retain their 
existing provision; this allowed Global Radio, who had purchased GCap (and by 
extension Gold) in 2008, to drop local programming on the Gold stations in England 
from June 2010, whilst continuing to provide the four-hour daily opt-out for Wales as 
previously constituted. 


2014: Relaunch as Smooth Radio[edit] 
Further information: Smooth Radio 


On 24 March 2014, most Gold AM frequencies in England were turned over to Smooth 
Radio, following Global Radio's acquisition of Real and Smooth Ltd. The Gold stations in 
England which changed over simply swapped out Gold network programming for that of 
the London Smooth service, retaining local news and advertising opt-outs, whilst the 
regional Smooth FM stations regained local breakfast and drivetime shows. 


In Wales, a local show was retained in the former Gold timeslot of midday to 4pm, 
opting out of the final hour of the Kate Garraway morning show and the entire 
networked afternoon show, however as of August 3 2015 the show has opted out the 
final hour of Paul Phear's afternoon show and the entire drivetime show; networked 
content from Smooth's London service is carried at other times, including breakfast and 
weekend. The programme has since reverted to its former timeslot. 


Frequencies[edit] 


e 1260 kHz AM - Wrexham and Deeside 

e 1305 kHz AM - Gwent 

e 1359 kHz AM - Cardiff 

e DAB - south-east Wales; north-west Wales 


Although available on AM in the area, Smooth Wales is not currently carried on DAB in 
Northeast Wales/West Cheshire. The DAB service to south-east Wales was turned over 
from Gold to Smooth at the same time as the AM service was, and DAB transmissions to 
northwest Wales began when the new local DAB multiplex was switched on in 
December 2014. 


Programming[edit] 


National programming for Wales is produced and broadcast from Global's Cardiff Bay 
studios from 12-4pm on weekdays. All networked programming originates from Global's 
London headquarters, including The Smooth Drive Home with Angie Greaves.“ 


NewsS[edit] 


Global's Newsroom broadcasts hourly national news bulletins for Wales from 6 am - 7 
pm on weekdays and 6 am - noon at weekends. The Cardiff Bay newsroom also 
produces bulletins for Heart and Capital's stations in north and south Wales. 


National news updates air hourly from Global's London headquarters at all other times. 
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Gold North Wales and Cheshire 


Broadcast Wrexham and Chester [1] 
area 
Frequency 1260 kHz AM 


First air date 31 March 1989 as Marcher Gold 
5 September 1983 as Marcher Sound 


Format Classic Hits 


\53.0924°N 


Transmitter , 
2.8892°WCoordinates: “53.0924°N 


coordinates 


2.8892°W 
Owner Global Radio 
Website Gold 


Gold North Wales and Cheshire (originally Marcher Gold and later Classic Gold 
Marcher) was a British independent local radio station broadcasting 

to Wrexham, Chester, Flintshire and some of the Wirral, and was part of the Gold radio 
network. It is the "sister" station to local FM station, Marcher Sound, launched 

by Marcher Radio Group in 1989. After a period of sales and takeovers which led to Gold 
being operated by a separate company to its FM sister station, both are now owned 

by Global Radio. It is broadcast from Mold Road, Gwersyllt, Wrexham, although most 
programming comes from London. Gold North Wales and Cheshire was replaced 

by Smooth Radio in March 2014. 


History[edit] 


The station launched in 1989 when new radio regulations prevented the simulcasting of 
independent local radio stations on AM radio bands, and therefore Marcher Radio 
Group created MFM 103.4 on FM, while the 1260 AM frequency became Marcher Gold. 
Both frequencies previously simulcast Marcher Sound. 


Marcher Radio Group was purchased by GWR Group in 2000, which also included the 
sale of Marcher Gold. However, after regulations on how many stations one company 


could own, Marcher Gold became part of the Classic Gold radio network, when the 
majority stake of the network was sold to UBC Media, with GWR retaining 20%. As a 
consequence, all participating stations in the network were re-branded, and Marcher 
Gold became Classic Gold Marcher. Despite the changes in ownership, Classic Gold 
Marcher continued to share facilities with the GWR Group-owned former sister station, 
MFM 103.4. 


GWR Group merged with Capital Radio Group in 2005, creating GCap Media. After 
approval from the regulator, GCap successfully purchased 18 of the Classic Gold 
Network stations from UBC and merged it with its own Capital Gold network, forming 
simply "Gold" on 3 August 2007. As a result, the station's Wrexham and Chester licence 
was renamed "Gold North Wales and Cheshire". 


In 2008 GCap Media was purchased by Global Radio. 


Content[edit] 


Since the renaming of the station as Gold, local content included a daily four-hour local 
show, at one time presented by Simon Nicks. Local news bulletins feature hourly from 
6am until 6pm, with local headlines during breakfast and drivetime. There are also 
regular local travel bulletins and local commercial breaks. It generally focuses on classic 
hit and late 20th Century music. 


When the station was providing local programmes in daytime, Drivetime ended an hour 
earlier than the rest of the Gold Network at 6pm for an hour-long Welsh 

language programme called CW/ Cymru which was networked with Champion 103 and 
later repeated at 10pm on Coast 96.3. All stations are in the Marcher Radio 

Group network of Global Radio. The Welsh programming was later dropped from Gold 
(though remaining on the FM stations as required by their licences) such that Gold could 
take the networked programming from London outside of a single daily local four-hour 
programme, also the format used by Gold's stations in England until local programming 
was dropped on these in 2010. 


External links[edit] 
e Gold Network homepage 
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to remove these template messages) 


This article needs additional citations for verification. (May 
2009) 


This article contains content that is written like an 


advertisement. (February 2009) 


This article is about the radio station in the UK. For the radio station in Australia, 
see Smooth Chill (Australian radio station). 


Smooth Chill 


MUSIC TO CHILL TO 
Broadcast United Kingdom 
area 
Frequency DAB: 11B (Greater London) 


21 February 2005 (as Chill) 
3 September 2019 (as Smooth Chill) 


First air date 


Format Ambient; Chill-out 


Owner Global 


Sister stations The Arrow 
Capital 
Capital Xtra 
Classic FM 
Gold 
Heart 
LBC 
Smooth Radio 
Radio X 


Website www.smoothradio.com/chill/ 


Smooth Chill (formerly Chill) is a British digital radio station dedicated to chill 
out, ambient and trip hop music. On 3 September 2019, Chill was rebranded as Smooth 
Chill to extend the Smooth Radio brand. 


The station[edit] 


Chill Radio broadcast online and via numerous mobile applications, and on DAB in 
London, Leicester and Nottingham. The station's aim was to help listeners relax. It was 
owned by Global. 


It broadcast 24 hours a day and, from July 2009 till its close in September 2019, it 
featured no news bulletins or commercials with only some sponsored programming. 
Chill originally had no presenters, interspersing tracks with pre-recorded links featuring 
messages voiced by Davinia Palmer that reinforced the laidback atmosphere of the 
station. One of these memorably described the station as "T'ai chi for your ears". 


In August 2006, the station launched its first regular programmes on weekday evenings, 
"The Garden of Delights", presented by Pete Lawrence and "The Deep End", presented 
by Paul Noble, two of the organisers of The Big Chill festival. It also introduced a nightly 
programme made up of listener requests, and inherited the Chiller Cabinet sequence 
from its sister station Classic FM, which plays "ambient soundscapes, movie soundtracks 
and classically inspired chillout music". 


The station encourages interaction with its listeners, who suggest new songs and artists 
for the playlist, as well as relaxation techniques, via the Chill website and Myspace. In 
March 2012 it attracted 229,000 listeners per week.2 


It was announced on 28 August 2009 that Chill Radio would be replaced in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow by LBC Radio. 


Global announced on 2 September 2019 the station would be replaced with a new 
station, Smooth Chill. 


History[edit] 


The station was launched in early 2005 although it's argued Chill went live as early as 
December 2004, as a means of filling empty slots on DAB multiplexes owned 

by GWR prior to its merger with Capital Radio. Group Corporate Development Director 
Gregory Watson and Programme Director Bern Leckie devised a format for a relaxing, 
ambient station, aimed at 18- to 35-year-olds. 


On the station website, the founders claim, "We used to make compilation tapes for 
ourselves and friends to chill out to. That's where the idea for our station came from, 
and we make it the same way we made the tapes - listening to lots of music, swapping 
ideas, seeing what happens." 


In June 2006, Chill bid for its first analogue licence, for Bristol, citing the city's record in 
producing trip-hop artists such as Massive Attack, Portishead and Tricky in support of its 
application. However, in September 2006, Ofcom awarded the licence to Canwest and 
its Original 106 format. It is not currently known if Global Radio will bid for any more 
analogue licences with the Chill format. 


Late in 2006, Chill upgraded from a 32 kbit/s internet stream to a 128 kbit/s stream, 
offering internet listeners the same quality as the cable and satellite viewers. 


The station stopped being broadcast on Sky and Virgin Media on 3 July 2007, with 
other GCap stations Capital Disney, Core and Classic Gold Digital Network. It is 
speculated that this is connected with cost-cutting measures under previous owners 
GCap. !stationneededl |n November 2008, Chill reappeared on Sky and Virgin Media, following 
the closure of jazz radio station TheJazz, using its old channel numbers on Sky and 
Virgin Media. 


In March 2009, Chill ceased to broadcast in Leicester, Nottingham and west Wiltshire 
due to competition regulator compliance following the takeover of GCapMedia by Global 
Radio. 


In July 2009, Global Radio announced that Chill would lose many of its DAB slots on 
numerous local DAB ensembles across the UK to allow for an expansion of the Galaxy 
network, but would still broadcast in London, some parts of the West Midlands and 
central Scotland. A spokesman indicated that this move was also financially led. 


On 20 October 2009, it was announced by Bern Leckie™ that Chill Radio has moved from 
stereo to mono output on DAB Radio in the London area. However the range in which 
Chill can be heard has slightly extended to an extra 20 miles or so from London. 


Rajar figures for the third quarter of 2009 showed an increase of weekly listeners by 
9,000, bringing total listenership to 209,000.24 


On 15 July 2010, Chill ceased broadcasting on Virgin Media channel 961. On 8 June 
2012, Chill ceased broadcasting on the Birmingham multiplex, leaving London as the 
only area where the station broadcasts on DAB Digital Radio. On 24 August 2012, Chill 
ceased broadcasting on Sky channel 0177. 


In September 2014, Tuneln Radio announced that Chill Radio had received the 100k 
‘follower’ mark, one of the most listened-to UK and worldwide stations, via its various 
apps and websites. 


In September 2015, Global Radio Confirmed that Chill would return to DAB in 
Nottingham and Leicester, replacing XFM. This is because XFM is re-branding, and 
launching nationally on Digital one. “ Since its return to DAB in Nottingham and 
Leicester, Chill can also be heard on DAB in Derby. 


Global announced on 2 September 2019 the station would be replaced with a new 
station, Smooth Chill. 


Music[edit] 


The Chill playlist was largely drawn from the mainstream end of chill out and ambient 
music, mixed with downtempo rock, vocal jazz and lounge tracks, film scores and the 
occasional classical piece. 


Programmes[edit] 


A notable programme was The Chiller Cabinet - from Arctic Circle Radio 


DAB multiplexes[edit] 


e Chill broadcast on DAB using the London 3, Leicester and Nottingham multiplexes.“2 


Former multiplexes[edit] 


Chill closed in March 2009 due to Office of Fair Trading ruling on the merger of GCap 
and Global Radio: 


e Leicester 


e Nottingham 
e West Wiltshire 


Chill closed from August 2009 on these multiplexes: 22) 
Replaced with Galaxy: 


e NOW Bournemouth 

e Bristol and Bath 

e Cambridge 

e Cardiff and Newport 

e NOW Cornwall 

e Exeter and Torbay 

e Norwich 

e NOW Peterborough 

e NOW Plymouth 

e Reading and Basingstoke 
e Southend and Chelmsford 
e NOW Sussex Coast 

e NOW Kent 


Taken off air: 


e Coventry 
e Wolverhampton, Shrewsbury and Telford 


Replaced with LBC: 


e Edinburgh 
e Glasgow 


Closed on the following multiplex in June 2012: 
e Birmingham 

See also[edit] _ 

e Smooth Radio 


e Global (company) 
e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
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Simon Bates at Breakfast 


Genre Music 


Running time Weekdays 6.00am-10.00am 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Language(s) English 


Home station Smooth Radio 


Hosted by Simon Bates 


Produced by Seb Sears 
Original release 4 January 2011 - 21 March 2014 
Audio format FM and Digital radio 


Website Official site 


Simon Bates at Breakfast was the flagship show on Smooth Radio in the United 
Kingdom from January 2011 to March 2014. It was presented by Simon Bates, who took 
on the role of the station's breakfast show presenter on 4 January 2011, having left his 
long-term show at Classic FM in order to take up the position. The programme aired on 
weekdays from 6.00am to 10.00am, and included Our Tune and The Golden Hour, two 
features Bates had previously presented on Radio 1. Bates occasionally took the show 
out on location for special editions, such as a week-long broadcast from Camp 

Bastion in December 2011 and the Falkland Islands in June 2012. 


History[edit] 


In 2010 Smooth Radio had announced its intention to create a quasi-national station 
from its existing local stations, and in August 2010 it was confirmed that Simon Bates 
would leave Classic FM after 13 years of broadcasting, to join Smooth Radio as its new 
weekday breakfast presenter from January 2011.4 The station went national from 
October, at which point Lynn Parsons became the programme's temporary presenter 
until Bates could take up the role. Bates, a former Radio 1 presenter, fronted his first 
breakfast show for Smooth on 4 January 2011, and revived some of his popular features 
from his Radio 1 days, which included The Golden Hour and Our Tune. The programme 
had a number of sponsors during its time on air, including Redspottedhanky.com, Direct 
Line, PG Tips, SouthAustralia.com, and Skoda Rapid. Simon Bates at Breakfast aired on 
the FM frequency in England, and nationally on DAB, as well as 

through Freeview, Freesat and Sky Digital. 


In July 2012 Smooth Radio announced it had hired sports media specialist Jonny 

Gould to anchor its extended breakfast sports bulletins during the 2012 Summer 
Olympics. Bates and Gould had previously worked together on Talk Radio some years 
earlier. Gould proved to be popular with listeners and continued to present sports 
updates after the Olympics ended. In September 2012 the radio industry news 

website Radio Today reported that Bates had started to present a separate breakfast 
show for Smooth Radio's sister station, Smooth 70s. Smooth Radio did not publicise the 
show, but confirmed Bates was providing "a little content" when asked about the 
programme. The content was "voice tracked" from the main breakfast show. 


In February 2013 Bates began playing a special daily song for Yang Guang, one of 

two giant pandas on loan from China to Edinburgh Zoo, after learning staff at the zoo 
were playing Smooth Radio to the bear in his enclosure to encourage him to mate with 
Tian Tian,.24 


In February 2014 it was announced that Bates would leave Smooth Radio after 3 years 
of broadcasting, as the station prepared to relaunch with a new schedule in March. 
81 Bates presented his last breakfast show for Smooth on 21 March. 


Show format([edit] 


The show began each weekday at 6.00am when Simon Bates took over from overnight 
presenter Derek Webster, and aired for four hours until he handed over to Mark 
Goodier at 10.00am. The programme featured music, news and talk, with very 
occasional on-air guests. News updates were aired half-hourly from 6.30 to 9.00, the on- 
the-hour updates being a full bulletin fronted by a news presenter, and the others a 
headline summary read by Bates. In addition, travel updates aired every 30 minutes 
throughout the show, and a sports news update, presented by Jonny Gould followed the 
6.30, 7.30 and 8.30 summaries. The show also had a number of regular features, which 
included: 


e Newspaper review - A summary of the day's leading headlines and stories, 
presented in the first hour of the show. 

e The Thousand Pound Minute - A quiz where a contestant had to correctly answer 
ten questions in 60 seconds to win £1,000. Bates asked the questions after which 
his producer, Seb Sears went through any answers the listener had either got wrong 
or passed on. This segment was aired at 7.45am. 

e Our Tune - Aired daily at 8.40am, Bates read out a personal story submitted by a 
listener, accompanied by a song that had significance to the person or situation. 

e The Golden Hour - Featuring hits and headlines from a particular year which 
listeners were invited to guess via text, email or Twitter. Beginning at 9.00am there 
were two 30 minute sections to this, each featuring a different year.“ 

e Film review - A summary of the week's new cinema releases, presented on Fridays 
at 8.10am. 


Some of these features disappeared when Smooth underwent a relaunch in October 
2013. The Thousand Pound Minute and Our Tune were dropped from 27 September, 
while changes were made to The Golden Hour a few days later. 


When Bates was away on holiday the show was usually covered by another Smooth 
presenter. These include Lynn Parsons, Pat Sharp, Daryl Denham and David Prever. 


Special editions and features[edit] 


In September 2011 Simon Bates travelled to South Australia to broadcast a week of 
programmes as part of a promotion to give away a holiday to the country, while in 
December he visited Afghanistan for a series of shows with British troops from Camp 
Bastion. The programmes featured Christmas messages to loved ones from soldiers 
serving in Afghanistan, while Bates - who had previously presented shows from Iraq - 
explored the future of Afghanistan as coalition forces prepared to hand over control to 
the Afghan National Army.2%2221 To coincide with the 30th anniversary of the end of the 
1982 Falklands War Bates took the breakfast show to the Falkland Islands for a week- 
long series of specials in which he explored the lives and experiences of Islanders as 
well as reflecting on the conflict.“# An edition of the show was presented from the 
observation platform on the roof of London's O2 Arena on Friday 10 August 2012.45! |n 
September 2012 two one-off editions of the show were presented 

from Dublin and Belfast as part of a sponsorship deal between Smooth Radio 

and Tourism Ireland aimed at promoting the two cities.2& 


The programme is credited with discovering the American Country singer- 
songwriter Jenn Bostic after Bates played her song "Jealous of the Angels" on the show, 
and it became popular with listeners. The song was released as Bostic's debut single in 


the United Kingdom on 17 December 2012, and went on to top the UK singer-songwriter 
charts, 228191 


Notes[edit] 


OI 


* Smooth Radio Scotland had its own opt-out breakfast programme from 6.00am-9.00am 
presented by John McCauley and Sharon Oakley. 

^ From October 2013, Smooth introduced an Early Breakfast show that preceded Simon 
Bates at Breakfast. That show was presented by Nicola Bonn, and later David Andrews. 
^ From December 2012, Lynn Parsons took over Mark Goodier's show. 

^ This later changed to one year. 

^ The Golden Hour was the only part of the show to air in Scotland. 

^ Our Tune did not air on these occasions. 
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The Golden Hour is a long-standing feature/segment on BBC Radio in the United 
Kingdom, where records are played that all charted in the UK Top 40 in a certain year 
and listeners are invited to guess the year. First broadcast in 1973 during Tony 
Blackburn's mid-morning show, the segment was continued for many years on Radio 1 
by Simon Bates, Simon Mayo, and Chris Moyles. 


History[edit] 


In June 1973, Noel Edmonds took over presenting the breakfast slot on BBC Radio 

1 and Tony Blackburn moved to present the mid-morning slot (9-12 am). One of the 
features he started on this show was the Golden Hour. This was originally an hour of 
records that had all charted in a specified year, with Tony using a different year each 
weekday. 


Blackburn continued this feature until he vacated the weekday mid-morning slot in 
Autumn 1977 with a move to weekday afternoons. He was replaced by Simon Bates, 
who continued the feature at the top of the show between 9 and 10 am. 


Bates amended the format, however, turning it into a game for the audience to 
participate in. Records were played, sometimes interspersed with clues, so listeners 
could 'play along at home' and work out what the year was. The year would be revealed 
by Simon near the end of the hour. Later on, Simon split this into two half-hour 
segments, playing songs from two different years. 


Towards the end of 1993, when new controller Matthew Bannister took over and 
reorganised the station's shows and presenters, Simon Mayo moved from breakfast to 
mid-morning, taking over the feature from Bates. The Golden Hour, or 'Mystery Years', 
as they were now sometimes referred to, lasted until 1996 when they were replaced 
with an hour of music from a number of years including the current one. Between May 
1994 and April 1995, Sunday lunchtimes also featured the Classic Years (12-2 pm), also 
presented by Mayo. There was also a feature which ran between 1996 and 1999 on 
Fridays called "Golden Hour Jukebox", then "The Jukebox", then "Greatest Hits Jukebox," 
where listeners could ring in and suggest tracks instead of the normal format. 


The 9-10 weekday slot was eventually named "Radio 1's Greatest Hits", becoming the 
somewhat unwieldy "Radio 1's Greatest Hits: The Mystery Years" in 1999. Listeners 
were challenged to answer a question on a piece of archive footage from the relevant 
year. 


Mayo continued "The Mystery Years" until he left the station on 16 February 2001. 


Reinvention[edit] 


On 30 September 2007, to commemorate the station's 40th anniversary, former 
breakfast show host Chris Moyles co-hosted his show with Tony Blackburn and between 
9 and 10 am they brought back the Golden Hour in the form of two half-hour years. At 
the start of 2008, The Chris Moyles Show gained the Golden Hour as a permanent 
feature, although only once a week rather than every day as in previous years. Moyles 
played this every Friday, starting at 9 am with half an hour of songs from a year and 
getting the listeners (as well as friends of the show) to text in their guess before 
revealing it ahead of the 9:30 news. From 9:30 to 10 am Moyles played songs selected 
by each member of his team. Moyles used retro jingles from the initial Golden Hour in 
his Friday slot. This ceased when Moyles left the station in September 2012. 


Since 21 September 2015, Moyles has presented a similar feature, retitled The Platinum 
Hour, on his Radio X's breakfast show between 9 am and 10 am on Friday mornings and 
a shorter version between 10:40 and 11:00 on his Saturday show. 


Other broadcasters on UK commercial radio have run features similar to the Golden 
Hour around the same time of day; an example is The Time Tunnel on the Heart 
network. 


Tony Blackburn's show on BBC Radio 2, Tony Blackburn's Golden Hour, first aired on 6 
January 2017 and features music from the 1950s to the present day, without the game 
element. 


Smooth Radio[edit] 


Simon Bates revived the Golden Hour for commercial radio after joining Smooth Radio in 
January 2011. The feature appeared as before, on weekdays between 9 and 10 am 

on Bates' breakfast show,” and saw listeners invited to guess the year that a number of 
songs charted. There were usually two featured years per day, but this changed to one 
from October 2013. On Friday 21 March 2014, Bates presented his final show for 
Smooth, and announced that he was featuring the last ever Golden Hour on his 
programme. 


BBC Radio Devon[edit] 


Simon Bates joined BBC Radio Devon on 12 January 2015, where he relaunched The 
Golden Hour with new jingles, with the years ranging from 1956 to 2004. Bates usually 
asked listeners to send him emails and texts with the year they thought it might be, and 
he read them in between the music. Over Christmas 2015, Simon did two pop-up 
Golden Hours on the station. This featured ended when Simon left BBC Radio Devon in 
2017. 
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For the song "Our Tune" by the band Half Man Half Biscuit, see Our Tune (Half Man Half 
Biscuit song). 


Our Tune 
Running time Weekdays 8.40am 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 
Language(s) English 


Home station BBC Radio 1 (c. 1979-1993) 
Atlantic 252 (1994) 
BBC 1 (1994-1995) 
Talk Radio (1995-1997) 
Smooth Radio (2011-2013) 
BBC Local Radio (2015) 


Hosted by Simon Bates 


Created by Simon Bates 


Original c. 14 February 1979 - 23 October 


release 2015 


Our Tune is a long-standing feature/segment on British radio presented by 
broadcaster Simon Bates. Having begun by at least 1979 it was originally part of his 
mid-morning show on BBC Radio 1, where it aired daily throughout the 1980s and early 
1990s. The feature has more recently been heard on Smooth Radio, where Bates 
presented the Breakfast Show from 2011 to 2014. An edition of Our Tune typically 
features a personal story submitted by a listener together with a song that has 
significance to the person or situation. Many of these stories, which are read out 

over Nino Rota's Love Theme from Romeo and Juliet have a tragic narrative such as 
illness or death, although not all end on such an unhappy note. 


The feature's sentimental tone has earned it criticism from some, including a columnist 
at Glasgow's Evening Times who once described it as "dial-a-depression". But Our 

Tune has garnered a huge following among the listening public. At its peak the slot was 
heard by 11 million listeners on a daily basis, and it helped to establish Bates as a 
household name in the United Kingdom. Its popularity led to the release of an album of 
the most requested songs in 2006, and the publication of a paperback including some of 
the stories to mark its tenth anniversary in 1990. 


Our Tune continues to be referenced in popular culture, while similar features involving 
listeners' stories have been employed by other presenters, including Radio 1's Mike 
Read and Jo Whiley. US singer Jenn Bostic became popular in Britain after Bates played 
one of her songs on an edition of Our Tune in 2012. According to a programme aired on 
Smooth Radio in 2013 to celebrate the feature's 33rd anniversary, the most requested 
song for Our Tune is Whitney Houston's version of / Will Always Love You. Our Tune was 
last aired by Smooth Radio on 27 September 2013. The feature made a brief return in 
October 2015 as part of a series of programmes about relationships in later life that 
aired on BBC Local Radio. 


History[edit] 


Simon Bates joined BBC Radio 1 in 1976, where he presented the network's mid- 
morning show from 14 November 1977.™2 He has said that the Our Tune slot first 
appeared on the programme on 21 July 1980, although the Radio Times makes 
reference to it as early as 14 February 1979.24" |t was intended to run for a few weeks. 
& Bates had the idea for the feature after reading a letter from one of his listeners who 
had enjoyed a holiday romance during a two-week trip to Bournemouth which ended 
after both parties returned home, and her love interest joined the armed forces. She 
asked Bates to play the song they had danced to during the vacation, and he read the 
story out one morning shortly before 11.00am. Bates then invited listeners to write to 
him with their personal stories and was quickly inundated with letters. He would then 
read these out on air. The segment quickly proved to be popular and was extended, 
soon becoming a regular mid-morning fixture for listeners, with people in offices, 
factories and schools often stopping work to hear the stories.“ Indeed, at its peak Our 


Tune attracted 11 million listeners on a daily basis." The name Our Tune was decided 
by listeners who would often request a song that was described by them as "our tune". 


Each morning at around 11.00am, Bates would read out one of the stories while 
sentimental music played in the background. At first this would be any music of the 
genre that Bates could find, but after he played Nino Rota's theme to Franco Zeffirelli's 
1968 film Romeo and Juliet this became the official music of Our Tune. The stories 
tended to be about relationships to begin with, but as the feature grew in popularity 
Bates started to receive letters on other issues. Our Tune is perhaps best remembered 
for those stories that had a tragic theme, typically opening with a happy courtship 
followed by a disaster such as illness or death. However, they were not always heart- 
rending tales, and many had happy conclusions.” The feature would close with a song 
or piece of music chosen by the correspondent,24 usually something that had 
significance to those involved in the story. It might be a song that a couple had danced 
to at their wedding or a favourite hit enjoyed by someone who had died in tragic 
circumstances. 


In 1982 Russell Kyle of Glasgow's Evening Times described Our Tune as "dial-a- 
depression".221 But although some bemoaned the feature's mawkish nature, Our 

Tune helped to establish Simon Bates as a household name in the United Kingdom. A 
spin-off album featuring songs chosen by listeners was released in 2006,242 while to 
celebrate ten years of Our Tune, in 1990 Arrow Books published a paperback of Our 
Tune stories co-authored by Simon Bates.“4 The feature disappeared from Radio 1 
after Bates resigned from the network in 1993.25 


After Radio 1[edit] 


After leaving Radio 1 Simon Bates worked for Irish-based long wave station Atlantic 252, 
where he revived Our Tune, before presenting a daily version of the feature for 
television, on BBC1's Good Morning with Anne and Nick in 1994-95. In 1995 he took the 
feature to Talk Radio after signing a contract to present with the then new broadcaster. 
1 The Our Tune slot aired at 9.45am as part of his breakfast show.2# Our Tune later 
appeared on Sky One." A version titled Our Tune at Noon was syndicated to 
commercial radio stations across the UK. 


Bates presented a one-off special of Our Tune across GCap Media stations 
on Valentine's Day 2006, and The Very Best of Our Tune, a CD featuring some of the 
most popular songs requested from the slot's Radio 1 days was released.“ 


On 17 August 2010, it was announced that from January 2011 Simon Bates would take 
over as host of the Breakfast Show on Smooth Radio.“# Bates' show replaced local 
programming on a number of regional radio stations, and began on 4 January 2011. 

2391 Our Tune was revived again,2 this time as part of the Breakfast Show, airing initially 
on Fridays at 8.40am. After proving popular again the feature was extended to a twice- 
weekly slot on Mondays and Fridays later in the year, before going daily in Spring 2012. 
In May 2012 Smooth Radio launched an internet discussion forum allowing listeners to 
share their thoughts on each day's Our Tune story. The feature celebrated its 33rd 
anniversary on 21 July 2013 with a special programme on Smooth Radio in which Bates 
played the top ten most requested "our tunes".2! Number one on this list was Whitney 
Houston's version of / Will Always Love You.24 Bates announced on 27 September 2013 
that the feature would be going "into recess", with that morning's edition of Our 

Tune being the last to be aired on Smooth Radio. In February 2014 Smooth Radio 
announced that Bates would no longer be presenting its breakfast show, news that 
prompted Radio Times columnist Eddie Mair to remark light-heartedly that his final Our 


Tune for the station was "Kill the Director" by The Wombats.” Bates was succeeded as 
breakfast show presenter by Andrew Castle. 23 


After leaving Smooth Bates subsequently joined BBC Radio Devon, presenting the 
breakfast show from January 2015.24 Our Tune continues to appear. In May 2015 Bates 
produced a humorous version of the feature concerning the supposedly frayed 
relationship between England cricketer Kevin Pietersen and then newly appointed 
England director Andrew Strauss after Pietersen discovered he was no longer being 
considered for international selection. In October 2015 Our Tune made a brief return 
to national radio when it was aired as part of a week long feature on BBC Local Radio 
concerning sex and relationships in later life. The segment was included as part of 


the Love in Later Life series airing on Mark Forrest's evening show from 19-23 October. 
[26] 


Legacy[edit] 


The idea of reading out listeners’ stories about relationships or significant life events is 
one that has been often used on radio, and there have been a number of similar 
features following the Our Tune format. However, none has endured to the same extent. 
In the 1980s the broadcaster Mike Read presented a similar slot during his tenure as 
host of The Radio 1 Breakfast Show titled First Love.24 Here, listeners’ stories of the first 
time they fell in love would be read out over The Love Unlimited Orchestra's 
instrumental piece Love's Theme.221 While presenting his weeknight programme 

on Birmingham's BRMB in the early 1990s, Graham Torrington had a similar feature as 
part of his The Love Zone strand. Radio 1's The Jo Whiley Show and Fearne Cotton both 
had a segment called Changing Tracks where listeners were invited to email requests 
for a song that reminded them of a time in their life when music changed everything. 
The theme music from Our Tune appears in Act Il of the 1998 British musical Boogie 
Nights. Our Tune also featured as one of the items on a 1994 edition of the BBC 
satirical television series Room 101. Guest Tony Slattery included it among his list of 
banished items.22 


in June 2012 Sam Wollaston of The Guardian compared the storyline from an episode of 
the BBC romantic drama True Love unfavourably with an edition of Our Tune, 
particularly as it was overlaid with sentimental music.2 In July 2012 The Mail on 
Sunday reported that it had saved 19 signed albums belonging to the late Diana 
Princess of Wales from public auction, among them a copy of Nino Rota's Romeo and 
Juliet soundtrack which includes the music used as the Our Tune theme.2| In September 
2012 The Daily Telegraph reported that a track created by users of the Poke website 
which remixed a speech by British Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg had been 
compared to an edition of Our Tune because of its confessional nature. The original 
speech was an apology for Clegg's promise to block an increase in University tuition 
fees before the 2010 general election, a pledge on which he later reneged as a member 
of the post-election coalition government.22 In his review of the 2013 film Labor Day, 
which concerns a depressed single mother living in New England, Daily 

Express columnist Henry Fitzherbert compared the first part of the story to an edition 

of Our Tune, but adds "What you never heard Bates say, however, was ‘and then she 
met Frank...a convicted killer on the run'".24 


The Our Tune strand brought the US singer Jenn Bostic to the attention of listeners in 
the UK after Bates played her song "Jealous of the Angels" following a listener's story in 
2012. The song became popular with listeners to Smooth and other radio networks, as 
well as on the internet. It was released as a single in December 2012 and reached 
number one in the UK singer-songwriter charts. Because of its theme of loss "Jealous of 


the Angels" is also played at funeral services.22 In a 2008 interview with The Daily 
Telegraph's Lucy Cavendish, the singer Duffy recalled listening to Our Tune as a girl. 

ea She was also quoted on the topic in the Western Mail. "| spent most of my time 
listening to the radio and used to listen to the Our Tune slot with Simon Bates and | 
always cried at the end. | used to practise What Becomes of the Broken 

Hearted."24 The BBC Asian Network presenter Sonia Deol made a tongue-in- 

cheek reference to the feature while discussing her formative years for a 2006 interview 
with The Independent. "Hearing sob stories when you're 10 forces you to grow up 
faster, doesn't it?"8 A 2015 Daily Telegraph article highlighting the 50 top love songs of 
the 1980s described the 1985 Kool & the Gang ballad "Cherish" as a "bittersweet and 
surprisingly metaphysical ballad [that] must be the epitome of Simon Bates' long-lost 
Our Tune.".22 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ This anniversary was celebrated by Smooth Radio in 2013. 
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Smooth 70s 


oth 


RADIO 


Slogan All 70s, All the Time 


First air date 27 December 2011 - 6 October 2013 


Format Non-stop music from 1970-1979 
| 

/Owner Global Radio 

[Website Smooth 70s 


Smooth 70s was a British radio station dedicated to music from the 1970s. Launched 
by GMG Radio as a sister station to Smooth Radio, it first aired on 27 December 2011, 
replacing a temporary station GMG had launched for the Christmas period. The station 
was broadcast through DAB on the Digital One multiplex and was also available online, 
where it could be accessed using Radioplayer. The station operated largely on an 
automated basis, but there was also some presenter input. Although Smooth 70s was 
not the first UK radio station to be dedicated solely to music from the decade, it was the 
first to be broadcast nationally. Audience data released by Radio Joint Audience 
Research Limited (RAJAR) in October 2012 indicated 749,000 listeners were tuning into 
the station on a regular basis. Global Radio-which bought GMG in June 2012-announced 
on 3 October 2013 that Smooth 70s would cease broadcasting from the early hours of 6 
October. 


History[edit] 


The concept of a decade-themed radio station was first introduced by Absolute Radio, 
and in June 2011 GMG Radio decided to launch several stations through the online 
music streaming service we7 which would play particular types of music associated with 
the output of its stations. Three stations were launched under the Smooth Radio 

brand; Smooth 60s, Smooth 70s and Smooth Soul. m2 


On 1 November 2011, GMG Radio launched a dedicated station playing nothing 

but Christmas music, under the brand "Smooth Christmas". The station, on the Digital 
One multiplex, had no news or advertisements but did promote Smooth Radio and 
broadcast until 27 December 2011.2 Smooth Christmas was subsequently replaced on a 
trial basis by Smooth 70s, playing tracks from the 1970s.2 The station was received 
positively by listeners, and in January 2012 GMG Radio confirmed a deal with US 
syndication firm Premiere Networks to air 1970s editions of the original American Top 
40 show presented by Casey Kasem at weekends.“ Other early features included Disco 
Lunch and Late Night Love Songs, which continued to be among its weekday 
programming. 


Smooth 70s was the first 1970s-themed radio station to air nationally in the United 
Kingdom, and as of August 2012 was still the only such station broadcasting nationally, 
1 but it was not the first dedicated to music from the decade. Absolute Radio had 
launched a similar station, Absolute Radio 70s, on 29 November 2011, but this was 
only available on DAB in London.” However, Absolute 70s styled itself as the UK's only 
1970s-themed radio station. From its launch, Smooth 70s predominantly operated on 
an automated basis, playing back-to-back music tracks, although some live 
programming was later added. Smooth 70s began with no news bulletins, but these 
were added in June 2012, together with travel updates, after feedback from listeners 
indicated a demand for these. Other features added to the line-up included Smooth 
Radio 70s at 7 with David Jensen, 2 TV Themes at 2 O'Clock and Weekend Themes. 


In August 2012 the station compiled a Top 70 of the 70s chart after inviting its listeners 
to vote for their favourite hit from the decade. The chart, presented on Bank Holiday 
Monday, 27 August, by several presenters from the main Smooth Radio station, 
featured ABBA's Dancing Queen as its number one. In September 2012 the radio 
industry news website Radio Today reported that Simon Bates - host of Simon Bates at 
Breakfast on Smooth Radio - had started to present a separate breakfast show for 
Smooth 70s. Smooth Radio did not publicise the show, but confirmed Bates was 
providing "a little content" when asked about the programme. The content was "voice 
tracked" from his main breakfast show. 


The station recorded its first official listening figures in October 2012, when Radio Joint 
Audience Research Limited (RAJAR) published the official audience figures for the third 
quarter of 2012. The statistics showed that 749,000 listeners were tuning into Smooth 
70s on a regular basis. The final listening figures gathered for the station before it 
closed, and released in February 2014, showed a weekly audience of 804,000." 


Smooth Christmas returned to the Digital One multiplex as a stablemate of Smooth 
Radio and Smooth 70s in the lead up to Christmas 2012.44 


Smooth 70s celebrated the 40th anniversary of the release of Pink Floyd's 1973 
album The Dark Side of the Moon by playing it in full on the evening of 22 March 2013. 


11][a 


GMG Radio was bought by Global Radio in June 2012. On 3 October 2013, Global 
announced that Smooth 70s would close. The announcement came within a week of 
Smooth's operations being relocated from Manchester to Global's headquarters in 
Leicester Square, London.22, Smooth 70s ceased broadcasting in the early hours of 
Sunday 6 October.2# Its place on national DAB was taken by Capital Xtra. 


In August 2019, nearly six years after the closure of Smooth 70s, Global resumed 
transmission of a 1970s music station over Digital One, with the launch of Heart 70s as 
a broadcast radio service (it had been operating as an online stream through Global 
Player since 2017.) 


Schedule[edit] 


e Smooth 70s Breakfast- Weekdays 6.00am-10.00am 

e Mid-Morning Mini Concert - Two live tracks from 70s artists daily at 11.00am 

e Disco Lunch - Weekdays 12.00pm-2.00pm 

e 27V Themes at 2- Weekdays at 2.00am and 2.00pm! 

e Smooth Radio 70s at 7 with David Jensen - Weekdays 7.00pm-8.00pm 

e Late Night Love Songs - Weekdays and Saturdays 10.00pm-Midnight 

e Casey Kasem's American Top 40 - Saturdays and Sundays 9.00am-12.00pm (or to 
1.00pm if a four-hour show) 

e The Saturday Night Party - Saturdays 6.00pm-10.00pm 

e Weekend Themes - 2 themed songs hourly from Friday 2.00pm-Sunday 8.00pm 

e Soul Connections - Sundays 2.00pm-4.00pm# 

e Sweeney's Million Sellers - Sundays 7.00pm-10.00pm# 

e The Takeover - Occasional Sunday afternoon show presented by famous singers or 
groups from the 1970s 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ Itis rare, at least in the United Kingdom, for a radio station to play an album in its 
entirety. 

2. ^ Smooth 70s Breakfast was presented by Simon Bates. 

3. ^2 TV Themes at 2 did not air on Friday afternoons. 

4. ^ Smooth Radio 70s at 7 was simulcast live with Smooth Radio where it was part of 
David Jensen's Drivetime show. 

5. ^ A programme of Northern Soul and 70s Soul presented by Richard Searling and Kev 
Roberts. 

6. ^ Mike Sweeney played hits from the 1970s that sold over a million copies. 
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"XFM" redirects here. For other uses, see XFM (disambiguation). 


Not to be confused with Radio Exe. 


Radio X 


RADIO 
104.9 & 97.7 | 


DIGITAL RADIO lin. 


Broadcast London and Manchester (FM) 


area United Kingdom (DAB) 


Slogan Get Into the Music 


Frequency 104.9 MHz (London), 
97.7 MHz (Manchester), RDS: Radio X_ 


DAB 

11D (England, Wales, Northern Ireland) 
12A (Scotland) 

Channel 0113 (Sky) 

Channel 723 (Freesat) 

Channel 621 (TalkTalk TV) 

Channel 960 (Virgin Media) 

Channel 923 (Virgin Media Ireland) 


First air 1 September 1997 (as XFM) 


date 21 September 2015 (as Radio X) 
Format Rock music 

Owner Global 

Sister Capital FM 


stations Capital XTRA 
Classic FM 
Gold 
Heart 
Heart 70s 
Heart 80s 
Heart 90s 
Heart Dance 
Heart Extra 
LBC 
LBC News 
Smooth Radio 


Website www.radiox.co.uk 


Radio X is a United Kingdom commercial radio station brand focused on alternative 
music, primarily indie rock, and owned by Global. Radio X launched nationally on 21 
September 2015 as a rebrand of Xfm and superseded Xfm London and Xfm 
Manchester." 


The station has employed a number of DJs that have since gone on to even greater 
fame including Russell Brand, Karl Pilkington, Ricky Gervais, Stephen Merchant, Simon 
Pegg, Christian O'Connell, Justin Lee Collins, Adam and Joe, Alex Zane, Tim 

Lovejoy, Dermot O'Leary and Josh Widdicombe. 


History[edit] 


Xfm was created in London in 1992 by Sammy Jacob (who founded its precursor Q102) 
21 and Chris Parry. The station became full-time on 1 September 1997. During the 
following year the station played a range of music from its studios in 97 Charlotte 
Street. Jacob would later go on to co-found NME Radio and CDNX (Camden Experience) 
in 2008 and 2015 respectively. 


In 1998, Xfm was acquired by the Capital Radio Group (now part of Global Radio) and 
relocated from Charlotte Street to Capital's headquarters at Leicester Square, where it 
remains today. On 23 August of that year, Xfm was closed down for four days, during 
which a test tape featuring mainstream soft-rock acts was looped. The station 
subsequently relaunched with a more mainstream format, and a new advert featuring a 
cartoon radio saying "Don't be afraid!", which referred to the perceived inaccessibility of 
its old format. '2<cinatowhom2i The soft-rock revamp was not a success, culminating in 
listener-led protests outside the Capital Radio studios. Listeners also lodged objections 
with the Radio Authority, which found XFM to be acting in a manner contrary to its 
licence requirements, and a degree of alternative output was eventually restored, 
particularly through night-time playlists and specialist shows. [!aceerina to whom? 


Following the take-over by Capital, the station dropped its wide-ranging music policy, 
which was replaced by a format based on USA college stations. The first audience 
figures after this change showed a sharp decline. The DJs were no longer able to select 
some of their own tracks, and specialist shows were dropped. The station soon became 
more male-orientated and featured football coverage and "laddish" output. This came to 
an end after the Radio Authority fined XFM £50,000 for breakfast presenter Tom Binns's 
joking about bestiality on air. 


Capital Radio attempted to increase XFM's listening figures, recruiting DJs such as Zoe 
Ball, former BBC Radio 1 presenter, and re-recruiting comedians Ricky 

Gervais and Stephen Merchant who took voluntary redundancy when Capital bought the 
station, after the pair rose to significance with the first airing of The Office. Together 
with talent such as Zane Lowe and Christian O'Connell, this yielded growing listening 
figures. The music was, and is today, a play-listed mix of popular indie and soft rock. [staton 


needed] 


Expansion of the Xfm Network[edit] 


EM 


Xfm logo used from 2004-15. 


Xfm has held 28-day Restricted Service Licence FM broadcasts in a number of British 
cities, including Manchester, Birmingham, Cardiff and Glasgow. 


In 2000, Xfm London was added to a number of DAB multiplexes around the country, 
and in January 2006 its reach expanded when it replaced The Storm on a number of 
other local multiplexes, creating near-national coverage. It was at one point reported 
that this 'national' version of Xfm London (known as Xfm UK) would have local content 
drop-ins within it (e.g. news, travel) over time, but this ultimately never came to pass. 
Most DAB coverage of XFM carried the London version of the station, but for a time 
some multiplexes in the North of England instead received a feed of XFM Manchester. 


In 2001, Xfm rehired Ricky Gervais and Steve Merchant to run the Saturday afternoon 

show. Karl Pilkington joined them to ‘just push the buttons’ but eventually became the 
focal point of the show. The trio often called the station a 'tin pot station’, 'shoddy' and 
‘not just a small station in London but the smallest station in that building’. 


By 2002, the station had added many specialist shows, such as 'London Express', 'The 
A-Z of Alternative Music' and 'The Remix’. Afternoon and early-evening shows with Zane 
Lowe and Tim Lovejoy were innovative and although the daytime playlist consisted of 
40 current releases, these were changed frequently, and the overall playlist contained 
about 90 records. However, in time the specialist shows gradually declined in number, 
and the playlist was again restricted in number. 


On 9 June 2005, the group was awarded a permanent FM broadcasting licence to serve 
the city of Manchester as Xfm Manchester. This station went on air in March 2006. Also 
in 2005, Xfm was among the bidders for the regional North East franchise on 97.5 FM, 
81 but this licence was ultimately awarded to Smooth Radio by Ofcom. 


On 4 January 2006, GCap Media relaunched its Central Scotland regional station Beat 
106 as Xfm Scotland. 


In 2007, a fourth station joined the network with the launch of a new regional Xfm for 
south Wales, based at the Cardiff studio also home to Red Dragon FM (now Capital 
South Wales). 


Output changes[edit] 


In May 2007, in an attempt to cut costs, the parent company of Xfm, GCap Media, 
announced that they would be removing all presenters from the daytime (10 am-4 pm) 
lineup and replacing them with a jukebox based upon listener requests through their 
websites.“ On 6 March 2008 an announcement was made reversing the decision to 
remove daytime presenters. From 25 March 2008 a new schedule restoring daytime 
schedules was put in place. 


A new schedule was launched on 12 January 2009. Changes at this date included Jo 
Good leaving the Afternoon Show, including Afternoon X List, and new signing Richard 
Skinner taking over the Morning Show from Rick Shaw. The times of the shows were 
also adjusted, with the morning show only becoming a two-hour show (previously a 
three-hour show) and the afternoon show becoming a four-hour show (previously a 3- 
hour show). The weekend schedule was also adjusted at this time, with Rick Shaw 
moving to present the Weekend Morning Show on Saturday and Sunday from 10 am to 
2 pm and Lliana Bird taking over the afternoon slots. This led to other changes in the 
weekend schedule, such as Marsha Shandur's Sunday Brunch ending, and the air times 
of Marc Haynes Certificate X changing (from 1 pm - 3 pm to 6 pm - 8 pm). Jo Good left 
the station during these changes, but rejoined at the end of 2012, !tationneeden 


On 11 February 2008 GCap Media announced that they would be selling the analogue 
licence for the Manchester, Scotland and South Wales stations,“ retaining only XFM 
London. This decision was made in an attempt to shore up profits and concentrate on 
‘winning brands’, calling the former nationalisation strategy into question. After this 
announcement, in early 2008, breakfast show host Alex Zane admitted on air that the 
future of the London station was also being reviewed, even making jokey references to 
perhaps being out of a job soon. The sale of the South Wales station went ahead, 

with Town and Country Broadcasting relaunching this as Nation Radio; the sale of the 
Scotland and Manchester stations was suspended when Global Radio entered into 
discussions to purchase GCap Media. 


The re-appointment of a previous Programme Controller in 2011 led to a number of 
changes to Xfm's output. Specialist shows such as Music:Response and Mix Master Mike 
Show returned, as did presenter Danny Wallace. In September 2011 a new Xfm 
schedule began, and included Mary Anne Hobbs moving to a re-launched evening 
show, Music:Response. A new "local" slot was introduced. Broadcaster Richard 

Skinner left the station after two years.“ The show /mport:Export, produced and 
directed by Redefined Media, was resurrected and linked to KROQ Los Angeles. 

ua Further weekend signings included The Sun journalist Gordon Smart starting a three- 
hour Sunday show. Smart's show ended in October 2013 when he left to join 

the Scottish Sun as editor, ‘tatiorneedea As part of the 2013 schedule Jon Holmes took over 
the breakfast show. Comedian Josh Widdicombe presented a show on Saturdays 
between 10 am and 1 pm.!stationneeaed It was announced in March 2015 that Russell 

Brand would be hosting a new Sunday night show, which was to first air on 15 March.24 


Following Heart and Galaxy owner Global's takeover of GCap Media, Xfm Scotland 
became Galaxy (it went on to become Capital Scotland in 2011), leaving just 
Manchester and London with local Xfm stations. 


Following Global's acquisition of Real and Smooth Ltd, the Paisley/Renfrewshire 96.3 FM 
service previously broadcast as Real Radio XS became a new XFM Scotland in 2014. 
This service was available across central Scotland over DAB. 


Up until the end of the Xfm branding, the London, Manchester and Scotland stations 
broadcast 43 hours a week of local programming - weekday breakfast and drive, and 
four hours a day at weekends - with networked programming, primarily from London, at 
other times. TV platforms followed the London output and all three stations were 
streamed online. 


Rebrand as Radio X[edit] 


On 7 September 2015, it was announced that Xfm would be rebranded as Radio X on 21 
September.” The rebrand was carried out in partnership with creative agency We Are 
MBC. The rebranded station launched with new presenters including Chris 


Moyles, Vernon Kay, Johnny Vaughan and Ricky Wilson joining some existing XFM 
presenters on a refreshed schedule. 


XFM aired its last day of programming on Sunday 13 September 2015. XFM Scotland 
ceased broadcasting entirely on the same day with Global Radio handing back the 
Paisley licence to Ofcom. 


A ‘holding’ service of music and announcements began transmitting on national DAB 
under the Radio X title the following day, with this service also taking the place of XFM 
on FM, TV and online until the full launch of the new Radio X at 6:30 am on Monday 21 
September 2015. 


The first song played on the rebranded Radio X, by Chris Moyles just before 7 am on 21 
September 2015, was "Love Machine" by Girls Aloud, an off-format nod to media reports 
of a male bias by the new station." 


Radio X is now available nationally via Digital One national DAB, with all local-layer XFM 
carriage dropped (replaced in many cases by Gold). The new national Radio X also 
replaced XFM on FM in London and Manchester, and on other platforms including TV and 
online. There is no longer any local output on the Manchester station, and the only 
variance between the UK, London and Manchester services is split advertising and top- 
of-the-hour news intros. 


Stations[edit] 


The stations which formerly comprised the Xfm network were: 


e XFM London, which has been broadcasting on 104.9 FM in the Greater London area 
full-time since 1997 (and by Restricted Service Licence from 1992). 
e XFM Manchester, which was launched on 97.7 FM on 15 March 2006. 


Notable presenters and programming[edit] 


Current presenters[edit] 

e Lliana Bird (Sunday evenings) 

e john Kennedy (X-Posure, Monday to Thursday late nights) 

e Chris Moyles (Monday to Saturday breakfast) 

e Gordon Smart (Monday to Thursday evenings & Sunday afternoons) 
e Toby Tarrant (weekday mid mornings) 

e johnny Vaughan (weekday drivetime and The Kickabout) 

e Danny Wallace (Sunday mid morning) 

e Ed Gamble and Matthew Crosby (Sunday breakfast) 


Former presenters[edit] 


Former hosts on the network include: 


e Ricky Gervais" e Alex Zane 
e Stephen Merchant e Christian O'Connell 
e Karl Pilkington"! e Dave Berry 
e Zane Lowe e Lauren Laverne 
e Dave Rowntree, whose final show was on 13 September 2015. e Eoghan McDermott 
e Dermot O'Leary e Scroobius Pip, who 
e Shaun Keaveny hip hop show, from 
e Claire Sturgess e Jon Holmes (2013- 
e Zoe Ball e Phil Clifton 
e Pete Mitchell e Ricky Wilson 
e James Waters e Vernon Kay (2015- 
e Eddy Temple-Morris, host of The Remix, whose final show after 15 years on * Clint Boon 
XFM was on 4 September 2015. He took The Remix to Soho Radio. e Jo Good 
e josh Widdicombe, who alternated on Saturday & Sunday mornings from e Mary Anne Hobbs 
February 2013 until July 2015. e Janice Long 


e lain Baker, who worked at XFM for 7 years presenting a number of different e Richard Skinner 
shows! e Kevin Greening 


e Alan Freeman 


e Elis James 
e John Robins 
e jimmy Hill 
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Radio X Manchester 


Broadcast North West England 


area 


Slogan Music That Rocks "Get into the music" 


Frequency 97.7 MHz 
DAB: 11C 


First air date 15 March 2006 
Last airdate 13 September 2015 as XFM 


Format Alternative music 


\w53.4802°N 2.2386°WCoordinates: W» 
53.4802°N 2.2386°W 


Transmitter 


coordinates 


Owner Global Radio 
Website www.xfmmanchester.co.uk 


Xfm Manchester was a commercial radio station broadcasting alternative and indie 
music to Manchester in North West England. 


It built on the brand and format established by XFM London. The majority of 
programming was shared but some was produced specifically for Manchester. At its 
launch in 2006 it was owned by GCap Media, and later became part of the Global 
Radio group. 


In September 2015 the station was replaced, along with XFM London, by Radio X. 


Launch[edit] 


XFM Manchester was awarded a 12-year (until 2017) FM radio licence on 9 June 2005, 
beating 18 rival bids.™2 Established local radio presenter Terry Christian was cited in 
the licence application document but he remained at the relaunched BBC Radio 
Manchester, tatiea needed] 


Before its launch 20 February 2006, XFM Manchester began occasional technical tests 
consisting of a playlist of songs chosen to appeal to its audience. XFM Manchester was 
launched at 8 am on 15 March 2006, <eatiasictom’ A Collage of Manchester related clips was 
played, and | Am the Resurrection by The Stone Roses, and Song 2 by Blur. The first 
presenter on air was Paul Tonkinson. Launch events were held all day across 
Manchester, including a world record attempt in Albert Square to shake the most 
number of maracas at any one time. letton needed 


Some presenters were formerly members of Manchester bands and institutions, 
including Inspiral Carpets’ keyboard player Clint Boon, Elbow's frontman Guy 


Garvey, The Smiths’ bass player Andy Rourke, Factory Records boss Tony Wilson, 
and The Hacienda's Dave Haslam. 't2t2z2¢edea1 


Transmitter and studios[edit] 


XFM was initially broadcast from studios at Laser House in Salford Quays, the same 
building as Century 105.4. But after Century was sold by GCap Media to GMG in late 
2006, the two stations ceased to share resources, and Xfm Manchester moved to 
studios at the nearby Exchange Quay, also in Salford. After Global Radio acquired the 
station, it moved the operations of its own Capital FM Manchester to the same site. 


XFM Manchester's 1 kW transmitter is situated on the roof of City Tower, formerly the 
Sunley Building, overlooking Piccadilly Gardens in the city centre, the same place 

as Capital FM Manchester and 106.1 Rock Radio's transmitter. All three services share 
the same broadcast antenna system situated on the centre's tower which is illuminated 
with red Aircraft warning lights at night. Xfm's analogue signal is available to an 
estimated 1.3 million people over the age of 15.4 


XU and daytime networking[edit] 


In May 2007, the then-owner of XFM Manchester, GCap Media, announced that all local 
presenters would be removed from the daytime (10 am-4 pm) lineup. Instead, an 
interactive show, incorporating listener requests via the website and phone in, 'vox- 
pops', live music and entertainment news would be broadcast. This show, named XU, 
was launched later that month. It received mixed reviews, and was eventually dropped 
a year later, replaced with networked daytime content sourced from XFM London. [!station 


needed] 


Manchester United commentary([edit] 


In August 2007, XFM Manchester acquired the rights from 105.4 Century FM to 
broadcast commentary from all Manchester United games,” as an adjunct to the 
station's usual music programming, with commentary provided by presenters 
including Mickey Thomas. The contract ran for one season with Key 103 becoming 
United's official commentary partner for 2008-11. 


Planned sale by GCap and Global takeover([edit] 


In February 2008 GCap Media announced it would be selling the analogue licence for 
the station. This decision was blamed on GCap's desire to cut costs while trying to 
fight off a takeover bid by rival group Global Radio.“ Once Global's takeover of GCap 
succeeded, the decision to sell Xfm Manchester was reversed. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

jN independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (March 2015) 


e Clint Boon 


e Jo Good 
e Dave Rowntree 
e Phil Clifton 


e Andy Rourke 

e Adam Cole 

e Darryl Morris 

e Guy Garvey 

e Russ Winstanley 


e Tony Wilson 
e Mick Rock 


e Lauren Laverne 
e Mike Sweeney 


e Jason Manford 
e Paul Tonkinson 


e Dave Haslam 
e Mike McClean 
e Pete Mitchell 


See also[edit] 


e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
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Not to be confused with Premiere Networks. 


Premier Christian Radio 


Premier. 


ChristianRadio 


where faith comes to life 
City London 
Slogan Where faith comes to life. 
Format Christian radio, Contemporary Christian music 
Owner Premier Christian Media Trust 


Website www.premierchristianradio.com 


Premier Christian Radio is a British Christian radio station, part of Premier (a 
Christian communications organisation) which is in turn wholly owned by 
the charity Premier Christian Media Trust. 


Premier Christian Radio broadcasts Christian programming including news, debate, 
teachings and Christian music across the United Kingdom. 


History[edit] 


Premier Christian Radio was founded in 1994, broadcasting exclusively on medium 
wave to a Greater London audience when it also began its telephone counselling 
service, Lifeline. It took the air at a launch party in Battersea Park, London on 10 June 
1995.4 


A series of magazine titles then joined. The charity currently produces Premier 
Christianity, Premier Youthwork, Premier Childrenswork and Christian Marketplace. 


In 2001, Premier Christian Radio received an official warning from the Radio 

Authority (the regulatory body for radio at the time) for broadcasting "items that were 
offensive to people of other, non-Christian beliefs". A "yellow card" warning was issued, 
recognising that Premier had acknowledged its errors and put in place significant new 
compliance measures to ensure such breaches would not be repeated.2 


In the months of April to July 2014 Premier Christian Radio reached its biggest-ever 
audience in its near twenty years history. RAJAR figures showed a weekly reach for the 
period of 240,700 people in London and the South East of England, and also showed 
that each listener tuned in for an average of 10.1 hours each week. This boost followed 
on from a rebranding exercise in the beginning of 2014, and a new website which 
included listen-again features and breaking news. 


Availability[edit] 
Medium wave AM[edit] 


It operates on four frequencies on medium wave across six transmitters: 


e 1332 (London) 
e 1305 (Stevenage, Bishops 

Stortford, Harlow and Hertford; Crawley, Guildford, Reigate and Woking) 
e 1413 (Maidenhead, Camberley, Staines, Harrow, Watford; 

and Chelmsford, Brentwood, Dartford, Maidstone & Sevenoaks) 


e 1566 (Guildford) 


It also broadcast on the Digital One national DAB multiplex, nationally 

on Freeview (channel 725), via its website, and via its mobile app. In 2016 it moved its 
DAB transmission to the SDL national multiplex which is lower cost but has less 
complete national coverage. 


Digital DAB, Freeview and internet[edit] 


Premier Christian Radio was at first only available on medium wave in London. It later 
added broadcasts on the internet, Freeview channel 725 (UK and Ireland), Sky Digital 
(channel 0123, terminated 14 December 2012), Virgin Media (channel 968, terminated 
6 May 2009) and London DAB - a national DAB broadcast was added later. In 2006, the 
media group launched Premier.tv, one of the first Christian IPTV channels in the UK. 


Its 2007 application for a national DAB licence, as part of the National Grid 

Wireless consortium, was refused; Premier Radio said "almost 72,000 Premier listeners 
stepped up and made their voices heard in supporting the bid". In August 2009, 
Premier achieved its target of meeting the £650,000 yearly fee to broadcast on the 
national Digital One DAB multiplex and launched on the multiplex on 21 September 
2009.5 


Premier Gospel[edit] 


Premier Gospel was launched as a DAB spin-off station in 2010, taking the London 
DAB slot vacated by the parent service's move to D1. Premier Gospel launched the 
Premier Gospel Awards in 20162. 


Premier Praise[edit] 


A second sister station, Premier Praise!, playing contemporary Christian pop and rock, 
launched on 27 March 2016 as part of the Sound Digital national DAB multiplex. It will 
be available on SDL alongside the core Premier service, which completes its migration 
over from Digital 1 to SDL in April. 


Listenership[edit] 


Premier Christian Radio's supporters come from many different Christian 
denominations, including those from 
the Anglican, Baptist, Catholic, Evangelical, Methodist and Pentecostal churches.24 


In 2004 The Times placed Premier Christian Radio at number one in a chart of the "most 
upmarket stations" based upon the percentage of its audience (81%) that is ABC1.24 In 
the quarter ending June 2010 the station was receivable by 10,983,000 people; 143,000 
listened, for an average of 12 hours each, 0.80% of all listening hours.22 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Cindy Kent, former singer with the 1960s folk group The Settlers. 
e John Pantry, 1970s singer and music producer. 

e Muyiwa 

e Pam Rhodes 

e Noël Tredinnick, Principal Conductor of the All Souls Orchestra. 
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Scala Radio 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Branding Classical Music for Modern Life 
Frequency DAB: 11A (Sound Digital) 
Sky: 0216 


First air date 4 March 2019 


Format Classical music 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Absolute Radio 
Greatest Hits Radio 
Heat Radio 
Hits Radio 
Jazz FM 
Kerrang Radio 
Kiss 
Magic 
Planet Rock 


Website planetradio.co.uk/scala-radio/ 


Scala Radio is a classical music digital radio station in the United Kingdom, owned and 
operated by Bauer Radio since its launch in March 2019. The station broadcasts around 
the clock nationally on DAB via the Sound Digital multiplex, and online through websites 
and apps, including the station's own. The station was the first national classical music 
service to launch on terrestrial radio in the UK since Classic FM in 1992. 


The station's playlist features 70% popular classics and 30% new and "surprising" 
music. Scala also aims for more speech content - or more "storytelling" - than Classic 
FM or BBC Radio 3." 


History[edit] 


On 22 December 2018, following the demise of his BBC Radio 2 drivetime show, which 
since May had been co-hosted with Jo Whiley, the DJ Simon Mayo revealed 

over Twitter that "...the new radio show will be announced in January. It will be 
startling. "2 


A month later, on 21 January 2019, Bauer Radio announced plans to launch a new 
national classical music service under the name Scala Radio from March, with Mayo 
having signed up to be one of the lead presenters of the new station.“ More information 
about presenters and their shows was confirmed in February 2019.4 


In preparation for the launch of Scala, changes were made to other Bauer digital radio 
services. Heat Radio was withdrawn from the Sound Digital (SDL) multiplex from early 
February, to broadcast solely online and on the Freeview TV platform, with Absolute 
Radio 90s, which during 2018 had been broadcast on both the Digital One national 
multiplex (after replacing Magic Christmas) and the local-level multiplexes it had 
transmitted on following its prior removal from D1 in 2014, migrated to solely 
transmitting on SDL in the capacity vacated by Heat. The following 

week, Kisstory moved from SDL to Digital One, using the former AR 90s slot there, and 
Magic Chilled, previously broadcast on SDL in DAB+, moved to the local tier - mostly as 
a mono DAB service taking the place of AR 90s, though a stereo DAB+ transmission was 
maintained in London, where AR 90s had earlier given up its slot to Greatest Hits Radio. 
The former Kisstory and Magic Chilled capacity on SDL in turn went towards allowing 
Scala to broadcast on SDL in stereo using the traditional DAB standard. Formal test 
transmissions for the new station began on DAB and online in mid-February. 


Scala Radio launched at 10am on 4 March 2019 with Simon Mayo hosting the first live 
programme. The first track played was the prélude to Carmen Suite No. 1 by Georges 
Bizet. 


Advance weekly listings for Scala Radio were published from launch in Radio Times and 
the Bauer-owned Total TV Guide. The Radio Times removed listings for BBC Radio 
1Xtra and details of news and weather bulletins on Radios 1 and 2 to make space for 
the new station. 


The station launched on Sky on 1 May 2019 on channel 0216. 


Presenters[edit] 


The presenters on Scala Radio include a range of radio and television personalities, 
some of whom have previously presented on other Bauer stations as well as with 
competitor stations such as Classic FM. The current presenters with regular shows are: 


e Angellica Bell 
e Hannah Cox 


e Jamie Crick 


e Alexis Ffrench 


e Mark Forrest 
e Luci Holland 
e Sam Hughes 
e Mark Kermode 


e Simon Mayo 
e Charles Nove 


e Jack Pepper 
e Darren Redick 
e Chris Rogers 


e Penny Smith 
e Faye Treacy 


e Anthea Turner 


In addition to their duties at Scala Radio, Kermode and Mayo will continue to present 
their Friday afternoon film review programme for BBC Radio 5 Live and its associated 
podcast. 


Former Presenters[edit] 


e DJ Spoony 
e Goldie 


e Sister Bliss 
e William Orbit 
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For other uses, see Sunrise FM. 


Sunrise Radio is a 24-hour commercial radio station, focusing on entertainment, music 
and news from the Asian subcontinent. It broadcasts to the Greater London area on 
963/972 AM, on DAB (SDL National), and via the internet.™ 


Sunrise Radio 


Broadcast Greater London 
area 
Slogan The UK's Biggest Asian Mix 


Greatest Asian Radio Station In The 
World 


Frequency 963/972 AM, DAB (SDL National) 


First air date 5 November 1989 


Format Asian Music, Entertainment & News 

Owner Sunrise Radio London Limited 

Website http://www.sunriseradio.com 
History[edit] 


Sunrise Radio started life as the pirate radio station Sina Radio, originally founded by 
Manjit Singh Gehdu and based in Southall, Middlesex from 1984 until 1988.21 


In 1989, owned by Avtar Lit, it would be awarded a license and officially launched on 5 
November 1989 becoming the first 24-hour radio station specifically for the Asian 
demographic. It initially broadcast to West London on 1458 AM. 


In 1992, the station acquired Sunrise House in Southall which was officially opened on 
21 January 1993 by Peter Baldwin Chief Executive of the Radio Authority. In 2016 
Sunrise Radio Moved to new purpose built Studio and office in Hounslow, this is also the 
company's Headquarters, © 


The station expanded by also broadcasting on satellite television, first on Astra, and 
later Sky Broadcasting. 


In July 2013, Lit was one of forty radio professionals honoured by the Radio Centre for 
their significant contribution to the growth and success of the industry. 


On 13 January 2014, the station would go into administration. The station was bought 
by the mobile operator Lyca, and was able to retain its license, with a move to 963/972 
AM. Tony Lit was appointed Managing Director, with Gurdev Jassi as Chairman.22 


In November 2014, the Sunrise Radio Training Academy was launched - a free training 
scheme for those wanting to pursue a career in radio.“ The scheme allows those 
wishing to pursue a career in radio to train alongside professionals and learn every 
aspect of the business, from producing to presenting and radio journalism. 


Sunrise Radio went Nationwide on DAB in early 2016. 


Events[edit] 


Sunrise Radio has organised and sponsored many events and melas, including a 
collaboration with the London Mayor's office to put together the London Mela, 

421 launched in August 2003 in Gunnersbury Park, West London. The event attracted an 
audience of over 60,000. 


In 2004 Sunrise Radio launched the Asian Lifestyle Show at London’s Olympia attracting 
over 40,000 people.22, The event was widely recognised as the largest celebration of 
Asian culture in Europe. The show was shortlisted for the ‘Best New Consumer Show 
2004’ by the Association of Event Organisers.“# The Asian Lifestyle Show 2004-2007 
was consistently sold out. 


Sunrise Radio has collaborated with University College London (UCL) and Imperial 
College"! to support their West End production, Rangeela. 


Recognition[edit] 


e Farah Ahmed ( Bollywood Top 20) named the Best Media Personality by 
the Pakistani Achievement Awards 20142 

e Andy Gill nominated for Best Show (Breakfast Show Monday-Friday) - Asian Media 
Awards 201444 

e Sunrise Radio nominated for Radio Station of the Year - Asian Media Awards 
2014 

e Sunrise Radio wins the NTL Commercial Radio Award for Marketing Excellence 
2004181 

e Sunrise Radio one of five shortlisted for the Media Week Awards - Media Brand of 
the Year 2004 - alongside Century FM, XFM, Living TV & The Independent?! 

e Asian Media Awards Radio Station of the Year 2016 & 2017 2% 

e Sunrise Radio scooped ‘The AMA’s Radio Station of the Year 2019’ at the awards 
ceremony held in Manchester at the Hilton Manchester Deansgate in October 
2019. This is the third time in four years the radio station has won this title and this 
year’s win comes in the same day as the release of Rajar Q3 2019 2 which 


confirmed Sunrise Radio as the UK’s NO1 commercial Asian radio station, a title 
which the radio station has retain consecutively over its 30 years of broadcasting to 
the UK’s Asian community 2 
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Talkradio 
WE'LL GET YOU TALKING Q 
Broadcast area United Kingdom 
Slogan We'll Get you Talking! 
First air date 21 March 2016 
Format Talk radio 
Owner Wireless Group 


(News Corp) 


Sister stations Talksport 
Talksport 2 
Virgin Radio UK 


Website talkradio.co.uk 


Talkradio (styled as talkRADIO) is a national talk radio station in the United Kingdom, 
which was relaunched on 21 March 2016. Owned by Wireless Group, it is the sister 
station of national stations TalkSport (itself originally known as Talk Radio), TalkSport 2 
and Virgin Radio UK.™ 


History[edit] 


The original Talk Radio started in February 1995 using the AM wavelengths previously 
occupied by BBC Radio 1 (1053/1089 kHz). It saw a number of different presenters host 


shows in its first two years but settled down to a regular schedule with presenters such 
as Scott Chisholm, Anna Raeburn, Tommy Boyd and Mike Dickin. It failed to make 
sufficient revenue and in the late 1990s introduced sports output which increased. In 
2000 the station changed its name to Talksport and almost all programming was of a 
sporting nature other than overnights and the mid-morning show. In March 2012, this 
39-hour block of non-sporting content was axed from the station. 


The introduction of a new DAB multiplex enabled Talkradio to be relaunched on DAB on 
21 March 2016. At launch, the station featured presenters Paul Ross, Julia Hartley- 
Brewer, Sam Delaney, Jon Holmes, Jonny Gould, and lain Lee across its weekday 
schedule.&! At weekends, the station features Alexis Conran, Eamonn Holmes, Bob 
Mills, Martin Roberts, Penny Smith, Jerry Springer, Anna Williamson, and Jake Yapp. The 
station offers news bulletins every 30 minutes. Overnight programming was originally 
simulcast from Talksport until January 2018. 


In January 2018, Talkradio underwent a revamp to the weekday and weekend schedule 
in a bid to boost ratings and make the station more news focused. 


Controversies[edit] 


On 30 July 2018, presenter James Whale had a discussion with an alleged rape victim in 
which he shook his head and laughed when she mentioned being "orally raped". He was 
suspended by the station and apologised when his show returned on 13 August. 


Notable presenters[edit] 
Current presenters[edit] 


Alexis Conran 

Jamie East 

Mike Graham 

Julia Hartley-Brewer®! 
Eamonn Holmes?! 
Martin Kelner 

lain Lee“! 

James Max 

Bob Mills 

Darryl Morris 


Former presenters[edit] 


Anna Williamson (2016) 
Jonny Gould (2016-2017) 

Jon Holmes (2016-2018) 
Sam Delaney" (2016-2018) 
Martin Roberts®! (2016-2018) 
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John Nicolson 

Penny Smith®! 

James Whale 

Dan Wootton 

Matthew Wright 

Tommy Boyd (cover presenter) 
Rufus Hound (cover presenter) 
Mark Dolan (cover presenter) 
lan Collins (cover presenter) 


Jake Yapp (2016-2018) 

Jerry Springer (2016-2018) 
Jeremy Kyle (2018-2019) 
George Galloway (2016-2019) 
Paul Ross (2016-2019) 
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Talksport 


Q 


Broadcast area United Kingdom, Global 


Frequency MW: 1053, 1071, 1089, 1107 kHz 
DAB: 
11D (England/Wales/N. Ireland) 
12A (Scotland) 
Freeview: 723 
Sky: 0108 
Virgin Media: 927 


First air date 14 February 1995 (as Talk Radio UK) 
17 January 2000 (as Talksport) 


Format Sports commentary 
Sports discussion 


Sports phone-in 


Sports news 


Owner Wireless Group 


(News Corp) 


Sister stations Talksport 2 
Talkradio 
Virgin Radio UK 


Website talksport.com 


Talksport (styled as talkSPORT), owned by Wireless Group, is a sports 
radio station and the Global Audio Partner of the Premier League. 


Broadcast from London to the United Kingdom, Talksport is the only national radio 
station broadcasting sporting discussions and commentaries 24 hours a day, having 
dropped 39 hours of weekly non-sports content on 2 April 2012. 


Talksport's content includes live coverage of sporting events, interviews with the 
leading names in sport and entertainment, phone-ins and discussion. 


Talksport, alongside sister station "Talksport 2," is an official broadcaster for several 
sporting contests, including the Premier League. 


In the United Kingdom, Talksport is available on its primary frequency in London, 
1089 kHz, as well as 1053 kHz, 1071 kHz, and 1107 kHz, DAB, Sky, Virgin 

Media, Freeview, on mobile, and online at talksport.com. Talksport has been available 
on Freesat since April 2016. 


Outside the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland, Talksport broadcasts live 
commentary of every Premier League match around the world in multiple languages 
including English, Spanish and Mandarin. 


On 25 June 2016, Rupert Murdoch's News Corp announced that it was acquiring the 
parent Wireless Group company for $296 million. 


Talk Radio era[edit] 
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The station was originally and officially launched as Talk Radio UK on 14 February 1995, 
with the original Talk Radio Breakfast Show. However the first live broadcast had 


been Caesar the Geezer's phone-in which aired the previous night. Other presenters on 
Talk Radio included Jeremy Beadle, Tommy Boyd, Anna Raeburn, Gary Newbon, Terry 
Christian, and Dale Winton. Also joining the line-up were Caesar the Geezer and Wild Al 
Kelly, dubbed as shock jocks. 't#tionneeden 


A year later Talk Radio launched a new breakfast show presented by Paul 
Ross and Carol McGiffin. Former BBC Radio 1 DJ Simon Bates also joined the station 
along with James Whale, lan Collins, and Mike Dickin. 


Talk Radio made their first foray into the world of sports radio rights bidding, by 
purchasing the rights to broadcast the Football League from BBC Radio Five Live for the 
1997-98 season. In addition, the station broadcast their first FIFA World Cup from 
France in 1998, with them bringing in the Sky Sports commentary team of Alan 

Parry and Andy Gray to commentate on the major matches. Dave Roberts covered 
additional games in France. Talk Radio also acquired up the rights to 

broadcast Manchester United's matches in the Champions League for the 1998-99 
season. 


Creation of Talksport[edit] 


On 12 November 1998 TalkCo Holdings, whose chairman and chief Executive was 
former Sun Editor Kelvin MacKenzie, purchased Talk Radio. This led to a mass clearout 
of presenters including Nick Abbot, Anna Raeburn, Tommy Boyd and Peter Deeley, with 
them putting in place a more sports oriented programming schedule, including The 
Sportszone with Alan Parry, Gary Newbon, Tony Lockwood, Tom Watt, and former 
Century Radio sports editor Dave Roberts presenting the weekend edition of The Sports 
Breakfast. 


In late 1999, TalkCo, rebranded as The Wireless Group, announced a relaunch of Talk 
Radio to become the UK's first national commercial sports radio station called Talksport. 
The relaunch occurred at midnight on 17 January 2000 and was accompanied by the 
station moving from Oxford Street to a new studio in Hatfields on the South Bank of 
the River Thames. Now mainly dedicated to sport, the programming lineup was 
drastically altered, beginning with The Sports Breakfast show, a mid-morning motoring 
show called The Car Guys, with further sports programming in the afternoon and 
evening. Almost all the station's talk show presenters were axed at the time, including 
The Big Boys Breakfast with David Banks and Nick Ferrari, with only James Whale, lan 
Collins, and Mike Dickin surviving. To complement their new format, Talksport 
purchased the rights to broadcast Manchester United, Arsenal and Newcastle in 

the UEFA Champions League, the FA Cup, England football internationals, UEFA 

Cup, England's winter cricket Tours to South Africa, Zimbabwe, Pakistan, 

and India, British and Irish Lions tours to South Africa and New Zealand, and rights to 
the Super League, Rugby League World Cup, and World Title Boxing Fights. 


The new line-up involved a number of presenters and commentators. They 

included Alan Brazil, Mark Nicholas, Chris Cowdrey, Geoffrey Boycott, Mike Parry, Peter 
Shilton, Brian Moore, Brough Scott, Tom Watt, Gary Newbon, lan Darke, Tony Banks, 
and Alvin Martin. 


Notable presenters([edit] 
Current presenters[edit] 


Talksport have a selection of regular presenters and commentators. Former professional 
sportsmen provide expert comment on a variety of the station's programmes. 


Darren Bent 
Georgie Bingham 
Alan Brazil 

Tony Cascarino 

e Jason Cundy 

e Adrian Durham 

e Andy Goldstein 

e Darren Gough 
Simon Jordan 


Danny Kelly 
Paul Ross 


e Max Rushden 


Natalie Sawyer 
Jim White 


Laura Woods 
Former presenters[edit] 


Nick Abbot 

Tony Banks 
Steve Bower 
Geoffrey Boycott 
e Tommy Boyd 

e Russell Brand 

e lan Collins 

Stan Collymore 
Chris Cooper 
Chris Cowdrey 


Kelly Dalglish 
lan Darke 


Mike Dickin 
George Galloway 
Jon Gaunt 
Derek Hatton 
Nicky Horne 
Gethin Jones 
Jeremy Kyle 
George Lamb 
Rodney Marsh 
Mike Mendoza 
Rob McCaffrey 
Brian Moore 
Colin Murray 
Gary Newbon 
Mark Nicholas 
Alan Parry 
Dave Roberts 
e Brough Scott 


e Peter Shilton 

e Johnny Vaughan 
e Tom Watt 

e james Whale 

e Rhodri Williams 
e Russ Williams 

e Charlie Wolf 


e Jan Wright 
e Bill Young 


e Matt Holland 
e Sam Matterface 


e Ray Houghton 


Live sports coverage[edit] 
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Talksport and Talksport 2 has exclusive and non-exclusive rights to various sports in the 
UK:81 


Football 


e Premier League 
e English Football League 


e EFL Cup 
e EFL Trophy 
e FA Cup 


e England internationals 

e Community Shield 

e UEFA Champions League 

e UEFA Europa League 

e UEFA Super Cup 

e FIFA World Cup 

e UEFA European Football Championship 
e UEFA Nations League 


e FA Trophy 

e FA Vase 

e 2019 FIFA Club World Cup 
Rugby 


e Premiership Rugby 
e Premiership Rugby Cup 
e Super League 


e World Club Series 
Cricket 


e English cricket team in South Africa in 2019-20 
e English cricket team in India in 2020-21 
e ICC World Twenty20"! 


e ICC Champions Trophy”! 
Horse racing 


e Grand National 


e Royal Ascot 
e Cheltenham Festival 


e The Derby 
e King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes 
Golf 


e The Open Championship 

e Ryder Cup 

e The Players Championship 
e WGC Match Play 

US sport 


e NFL 
Darts 


e PDC World Darts Championship 


Programming history[edit] 


e May 2001: Talksport secured rights to broadcast Premier League games for the first 
time. The Radio Authority granted the station permission to broadcast games 
involving Chelsea, Fulham, and Tottenham Hotspur on their London transmitters 
only. Later, Talksport also secured similar deals with Everton, Blackburn Rovers, 
and Manchester City for their transmitters in Greater Manchester, Merseyside, 
and Lancashire following approval from the Radio Authority. The station also had the 
ability to split their transmitters in the West Midlands for games involving Aston 
Villa but this never came to fruition. 

e December 2002: Talksport announced plans for the station's first ever music show. 
An easy listening music show entitled Champagne & Roses with Gerald Harper, was 
broadcast each Saturday evening. The show was axed after less than six months® 

e June 2004: Talksport broadcast their first international football tournament 
officially. Euro 2004 from Portugal was broadcast live on Talksport with commentary 
of various matches, including the final, from Jim Proudfoot and Alvin Martin. 

e June 2006: the station broadcast the 2006 World Cup, with live match commentary 
of all 64 matches in Germany. Commentary was provided by Jim Proudfoot, Chris 
Cooper, Nigel Pearson, lan Danter, Tim White, and Geoff Peters with punditry 
from Alvin Martin, Rodney Marsh, Gary Stevens, Jason Cundy, and Micky Quinn." 


August 2006: Former Sky Sports presenter Kelly Dalglish became the first female 
sports presenter on Talksport, hosting Monday's edition of Kick- 

Off alongside Gabriele Marcotti and Jason Cundy” 

October 2006: Talksport becomes the first national commercial radio broadcaster to 
win Premier League commentary rights. Talksport wins a package that allows it to 
broadcast the second choice Saturday afternoon games that kick off at 3pm - the 
BBC will get first pick.2% 

April 2009: Russell Brand and Noel Gallagher were signed by Talksport to present a 
one-off football talk show on 19 April 2009.24 It was only a few months after Brand 
resigned from BBC Radio 2 in the wake of the uproar over the Sachsgate affair 
February 2010: Talksport gained more Premier League football in the latest radio 
bidding wars. Whilst relinquishing their 15:00 package to football 

newcomers Absolute Radio, they won two packages from BBC Radio 5 Live. They 
took over the national radio rights to broadcast the late kick-off every Saturday 
evening from the Premier League (usually kicking off at 17:30), and the early 
Sunday games (before 15:00). This agreement covers the 2010-11 to 2012- 

13 Premier League seasons!2! 

June 2010: Talksport broadcast the 2010 World Cup, with live match commentary of 
all 64 matches in South Africa. Commentary was provided by Jim Proudfoot, lan 
Danter, Nigel Pearson, John Rawling, and Graham Beecroft with punditry from Alvin 
Martin, Stan Collymore, Ray Parlour, Bobby Gould, Tony Cascarino, Lawrie Sanchez, 
and Micky Quinn 

September 2011: Talksport broadcast the 2011 Rugby World Cup, with exclusive 
commentary of all 48 matches in New Zealand. Commentary was provided by John 
Taylor, Rupert Bell, John Anderson, Russell Hargreaves and Andrew McKenna with 
punditry from Brian Moore, Jeff Probyn, David Campese, Chris Sheasby, Michael 
Owen, Scott Quinnell, Gavin Hastings, and Paul Wallace, with presentation 

from Mark Saggers and Mike Bovill. Additional reporting from Roger Hughes, David 
Brady, and Stuart Cameron! 

June 2012: Talksport broadcast Euro 2012, with live commentary of all 31 matches 
in Poland and Ukraine. Commentary was provided by Sam Matterface, John Roder, 
Nigel Pearson and lan Danter, with punditry from Stan Collymore, Alvin Martin, Ray 
Parlour, Matt Holland and Andy Gray with presentation from Adrian Durham, Mark 
Saggers and Richard Keys."41 

July 2012: Talksport secured a joint six-year deal with BBC Radio 5 Live to broadcast 
live commentaries from the FA Cup, Community Shield and England friendly 
internationals.” 

August 2012: Talksport secure a deal to become an official broadcaster of the Aviva 
Premiership.“ The deal enables Talksport to broadcast live commentary of selected 
matches throughout the season either on-air or online. 

November 2012: Talksport secured exclusive broadcast rights in the UK to the 2013 
British and Irish Lions tour to Australia.24 

June 2014: Talksport broadcast the 2014 FIFA World Cup, with live commentary of 
all 64 matches in Brazil. Commentary was provided by Jim Proudfoot, Alan 

Parry, Gary Taphouse, Nigel Pearson, John Anderson, Andrew McKenna and Richard 
Connelly with punditry from Stan Collymore, Stuart Pearce, Alvin Martin, Ray 
Parlour, Matt Holland, Micky Quinn and Alan Curbishley. 

March 2016: Talksport 2 launches, a station dedicated to live sports commentaries 
and specialist programming.“ 


e May 2016: Talksport and Talksport 2 are awarded the right to broadcast 
three Premier League UK live audio packages for the next three football seasons, 
starting with the 2016/17 season.2" 

e June 2016: Talksport and Talksport 2 broadcast Euro 2016, with commentary of all 
51 matches. Commentary was provided by Jim Proudfoot, Alan Parry, Gary 
Taphouse, lan Danter, Nigel Pearson, John Anderson, lan Abrahams and Alex Crook, 
and punditry from Stan Collymore, Stuart Pearce, Joey Barton, Matt Holland, Ray 
Wilkins, Keith Gillespie, Danny Gabbidon, Michael Gray, Alvin Martin, Danny 
Higginbotham and Micky Quinn.2 

e May 2017: Talksport secures exclusive national radio rights to the English Football 
League. It gives them the ability to broadcast up to up 110 EFL fixtures a season 
for three years until the end of the 2019/2020 season. 

e June 2017: Talksport and Talksport 2 broadcast exclusive commentary of the 2017 
British and Irish Lions tour to New Zealand.22! 

e April 2018: Talksport and Talksport 2 secure exclusive broadcast rights to England's 
winter tours to Sri Lanka and West Indies.24 


Station management([edit] 


Scott Taunton was previously the Business Development Director at UTV, responsible 
for radio and new media. A native of Australia, he has been working in the UK for a 
decade and took over from Kelvin MacKenzie as Chief Executive of Talksport in July 
2005. 


Lee Clayton is head of Talksport, with Laurie Palacio as deputy head of Talksport. 


Frequencies[edit] 


In a number of areas, particularly in areas where the signal from the main 1089 and 
1053 kHz transmitters overlap with each other, Talksport operates a number of filler 
transmitters on different frequencies: 


e 1071 kHz - Nottingham, Newcastle 
e 1107 kHz - Merseyside, West Sussex, South Kent, Torbay, The Wash, Hampshire 


The 1089 and 1053 kHz frequencies were originally used by BBC Radio 1 between 
November 1978 and June 1994. 


It is also transmitted across the UK digitally via DAB digital radio, Freeview, Sky, Virgin 
Media and Freesat. Talksport is also streamed online; however, due to rights restrictions 
on live coverage, some live sport commentaries are not available online. 


Since August 2011, several shows on Talksport have been available on Sirius 
XM satellite radio in the US and Canada. !tstionneedeat 


During the 2006 Football world championship TalkSport was available on Digital Radio 
DAB in some German cities.25! 


Audience[edit] 


According to the RAJAR audience figures for Q3/2018, Talksport's audience is 2,959,000. 
261 Talksport 2 has an audience of 329,000.24 


Talksport 2[edit] 


The new station launched on 15 March 2016 as part of a Sound Digital's successful bid 
for second national commercial DAB multiplex. The launch date coincided with the 
opening day of the 2016 Cheltenham Festival. 


Talksport 2 is a 24-hour sports station which focuses on a broad range of live sporting 
action from the UK and around the world and includes rugby, cricket, tennis, golf, 
football and horse racing, plus US sport. On its first day, Talksport 2 broadcast 
commentary of India v New Zealand in the ICC World Twenty20, Atlético Madrid v PSV 
Eindhoven in the Champions League and Indian Wells Masters tennis.!% 


In its first two-years on-air, Talksport 2 acquired broadcast rights to Aviva 
Premiership, Super League, ATP World Tour Masters 1000, French Open, ICC World 
Twenty20, NatWest t20 Blast, Royal London One-Day Cup, Indian Premier League, WGC 


Match Play, La Liga, MotoGP, ICC Champions Trophy, Premier League, English Football 
League, Champions League and Europa League. 


It has broadcast specialist programming dedicated to the Football League, La Liga, 
European football, horse racing rugby league, rugby union, boxing, cricket, tennis, NBA, 
US sport, and golf.2 


From January 2019, Talksport 2 re-positioned as a rolling sports news and live sport 
station. 


The winning bid also saw the return of Talkradio, as well as Virgin Radio.2% Former 
Talksport chief executive Kelvin MacKenzie had proposed a rival sports station as part of 
Listen2Digital's opposing bid for the second national commercial DAB multiplex.24 


Talksport International[edit] 


Talksport is the global audio partner of the Premier League, which enables them to 
broadcast commentary of every Premier League match outside the United 

Kingdom and Republic of Ireland in several languages including English, Spanish and 
Mandarin.22! 


Talksport International also broadcasts selected fixtures in the FA Cup, League Cup and 
provides commentaries for Amazon Music's Bundesliga coverage.2! 


Talksport South Africa[edit] 


In April 2014, Talksport announced plans to launch South Africa’s first 24-hour sports 
radio station. 


The medium wave licence will broadcast to a potential audience of eight million people 
covering Gauteng province and taking in the commercial and administrative hubs 
of Johannesburg and Pretoria. 


It is claimed Talksport 540AM will be modeled on its sister station in the UK to "deliver 
first class sports journalism, high quality debate and live match commentary to the 
South African audience."24 


Other media[edit] 


e Soccer Bet was a short-lived 68-page weekly magazine which Talksport had hoped 
would appeal to football fans that enjoyed betting on games. It was designed ina 


smaller A5 format to make it easy for fans to carry and the launch was backed by a 
£500,000 promotional campaign. Soccer Bet lasted just two months before it was 
axed in October 2003 due to poor sales. 25 

Talksport TV launched in October 2004 platform broadcasting for six hours a day on 
the Sky Digital television platform aiming to catch listeners who've come home from 
work.: The service amounted to little more than the televisualisation of TalkSport's 
broadcasters and pundits presenting the station's Drive Time and Kick Off 
programmes. The channel closed in 2005 following the takeover of Talksport by UTV 
Radio. 

Talk Radio was set to return to the airwaves as a station on DAB digital radio in 2008 
after Ofcom awarded a second DAB digital radio national commercial multiplex to 
the 4 Digital Group consortium led by Channel 4.1 However, the station never 
launched after Channel 4 announced that it was abandoning its plans for digital 
radio stations®! 

Talksport Magazine launched in May 2008 as a weekly online-only digital publication 
to extend the station's brand beyond the radio.“ The magazine was integrated into 
the newly relaunched Talksport website in 2010“ 

Sport was targeted at the affluent male and hand distributed in locations across the 
country including London mainline and tube stations. It was also available at many 
hotels, gyms and airports42 


Books, DVDs, and games[edit] 


Talksport Road Trip is a DVD including exclusive footage of the English team and 
a host of celebrity interviews at the 2006 World Cup released in 2006"! 

Talksport Legends & Anthems is a three-CD package, released in 2009, featuring 
40 tracks by artists such as The Who, The Cure, The Killers, Stevie Wonder, Rod 
Stewart, and Elton John on two of the discs as well as a bonus CD with out-takes and 
highlights of Talksport“! 

Ten Years of Talksport is a book describing the station's history. Originally 
released in 2009, an updated version of the book including two new chapters was 
released in 2011 

The Talksport Book of World Cup Banter - Released in 2010, this is a book of 
football facts about the FIFA World Cup! 

The TalkSport Book of Cricket's Best Ever Sledges features contributions from 
Talksport presenters Darren Gough and Ronnie Irani among others, recounting 
‘sledging' (mind-games within cricket). Released in 201048 


Controversies[edit] 


June 2000: Talksport caused a stir with the BBC after it was revealed Talksport had 
been broadcasting their live commentaries of matches at Euro 2000 from television 
monitors rather than from each of the stadia due to the lack of available broadcast 
rights.“4 Talksport's commentary team included Alan Parry, Jim Proudfoot, Mark 
Tompkins, Alvin Martin and Frank Stapleton. 

April 2002: Tommy Boyd and his production team were sacked from Talksport after 
a call from someone who wanted to shoot the Royal Family went through on air. 
Boyd went on record that he did not share the views of the callers 

June 2002: Talksport broadcast unofficial coverage of the 2002 World Cup taking 
place in Japan and South Korea. The station flags up their inability to broadcast live 


from the stadia, with them taking out full page advertisements in national 
newspapers containing the tag line "It's unauthorised. It's unofficial. And it's 
brilliant." Jim Proudfoot and Alvin Martin are Talksport's main commentary team 
from their studios in London*! 

February 2003: Talksport received over 200 complaints for giving a platform to the 
controversial Muslim extremist cleric Abu Hamza. Hamza and his aides are invited 
into the station to contribute to a religious debate on The James Whale Show, 
alongside other Christian, Jewish, and Muslim delegates. On the night of the live 
broadcast, 24 February, a mass of protesters gather outside the station's London 
studios. Despite this, both Whale and head of programming Bill Ridley defended the 
station for having invited Hamza onto the programme. 

March 2004: Alan Brazil is fired by Talksport after his failure to show up to present 
The Sports Breakfast on Friday 19 March after spending three days at 

the Cheltenham Festival. He was reinstated less than three weeks later.&2 

May 2006: Alan Brazil is reportedly given three months notice by Talksport after 
bust-up with the station's management. Less than two months later, Brazil and 
Talksport management held talks and the former Ipswich 

Town and Scotland footballer signed a new long-term contract with the station. 
June 2006: The Sports Breakfast presenter Alan Brazil got in trouble with Ofcom for 
referring to the Japanese as "the nips" during the World Cup in Germany"? 

August 2007: Mike Mendoza and Garry Bushell made derogatory comments 

about gay people, and the station was subsequently censured by regulator Ofcom. 
54 Bushell left soon after, when his six-month contract expired. 

May 2008: James Whale was dismissed by Talksport after twice urging listeners to 
vote for Boris Johnson in the 2008 London Mayoral Election.©! The station was 
subsequently fined £20,000 by Ofcom in December 2008. 

November 2008: Controversial presenter Jon Gaunt was fired for repeatedly calling a 
local councillor a "Nazi". Gaunt has since sought legal action for unfair dismissal, 
but any potential case has yet to go to court.©4 His campaign was backed 

by Liberty activist Shami Chakrabarti, who had previously been one of Gaunt's pet 
hates. 

November 2008: Rod Lucas was dropped by Talksport, and the company stated they 
had "no plans to use him in the immediate future" after the membership list of 

the BNP which was leaked on a Google blog named him as one of its members. 

681 The station clarified that this wasn't a sacking as Lucas was only a temporary 
member of staff. The presenter himself claimed that his membership of the party 
was part of a covert research project.22 

February 2011: Talksport hired former Sky Sports pundit and commentators Andy 
Gray and Richard Keys a fortnight after the pair were fired from Sky Sports for being 
at the centre of a sexism controversy. 

April 2017: Ofcom upheld complaints against Mike Parry and Mike Graham for 
comments made on their daytime show the previous December, in which they 
laughed while telling anecdotes about one of their former colleagues at the Daily 
Express who allegedly sexually harassed female co-workers. Talksport said in their 
statement that the two presenters were laughing at the lack of action against sexual 
harassment rather than the harassment itself. 
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"UTV Group" redirects here. For the Indian company, see UTV Software 
Communications. For the channel formerly operated by the company, see UTV (TV 
channel). For other uses, see UTV. 


It has been suggested that portions of this article be split out 
+m into another article titled The Wireless Group (original). 
(Discuss) (November 2017) 


Wireless Group Limited 


wireless 


Formerly UTV Media 
Type Subsidiary 
Industry Broadcasting 
Founded 7 June 2007 


(as Beechgrove Trading Limited) 


Headquarters Belfast, Northern Ireland 


Key people Scott Taunton 
(Chief Executive) 


V £116 m (2014) 


Revenue 
Parent News UK & Ireland Ltd 
Website WirelessGroup.co.uk 


Wireless Group Limited is a radio and digital broadcasting network with its 
headquarters based in Belfast, Northern Ireland and with radio operations in 

the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom. It currently operates five stations in 
Ireland and 18 in the UK. The company was formerly known as UTV Media owned by 
UTV Television however, its television broadcasting services were sold to ITV plc in 
February 2016 and its radio, sales services and websites were spun-off into a new 
company called Wireless which was later purchased by News Corp. 


In June 2016, Rupert Murdoch's News Corp reached an agreement to buy the company. 
21131 The sale was completed in September 2016." Prior to the acquisition, Wireless Group 
was a constituent of the FTSE SmallCap Index. 


History[edit] 
Background[edit] 


The former Wireless Group headquarters at Havelock House. The company relocated to City 
Quays 2 in 2018. 


The current UTV Limited (originally Ulster Television plc), which began in 1959 as an ITV 
franchise holder in Northern Ireland, purchased ISP Direct Net Access in March 2000 for 
£4.4m, rebranding it as UTV Internet and later UTV Connect. The service expanded into 
telephone market under UTV Talk in August 2004 and also provided broadband and 
fibre optic packages for Northern Ireland, the Republic and the rest of the UK.“ The 
service was sold to Rainbow Communications and Vodafone Ireland in 2014. 


The company also set up an online car dealership UTV Drive, created in partnership with 
Abbey Insurance, which was sold in 2014.2 


Further expansion took place with the move into radio, starting in Cork with 96FM and 
C103 in 2001. Further acquisitions were undertaken over the next decade, with the 
largest investment being the purchase of The Wireless Group in 2005 for £97m, 
boosting its radio portfolio with additional local stations, digital radio multiplexes and 
national station Talksport. In 2005, the group also launched its first station, U105, which 
broadcasts to the Belfast area, and purchased Juice FM in Liverpool . 


With the expansion, turnover increased, with 2005 being up 46% on 2004, pre-tax 
profits rising by 12%, and employment up by 500 people to more than double the figure 
in the previous year. In 2006, total sales were £113.6m of which the radio division 
accounted for 54%, television 37% and 9% from new media. 48% of operating profits 
were earned in the radio side of the business, with 47% derived from television and 5% 
from new media. 


Reorganisation of UTV and proposed mergers[edit] 


Following shareholder approval, Ulster Television plc changed its name to UTV plc in 
June 2006.4 Then, on 16 August 2007, a re-organisation of the group was proposed, 
with the existing UTV plc, holding the ITV franchise only, becoming a wholly owned 
subsidiary of new holding company, UTV Media plc, and the remaining businesses 
transferred to the new holding company. The change was approved at an extraordinary 
general meeting on 19 September and came into effect on 15 October 2007, with 
shareholders receiving a 1:1 exchange of stock from the old to new company. The 
company, established on 1 June 2007 as Beechgrove Trading Limited, changed its 
name to UTV Media Limited on 13 August 2007, and to UTV Media plc on 21 August 
2007. 


In August and September 2006, the company made two merger proposals to STV Group 
plc, operator of the northern and central Scottish ITV franchises as STV. The latter 
proposal would have given SMG shareholders 52% of the merged company. On 20 
September 2006, the plans were abandoned after SMG rejected the offer as 


unacceptable. However, on 10 January 2007, the two companies announced that they 
had agreed a merger, with SMG shareholders to receive 46% of the merged company 
and UTV 54%.44 After the details were expected to be finalised before the end of 
January, the deal was put on hold and then called off by SMG on 28 February 2007.24 


UTV Ireland and further radio expansion[edit] 


In January 2015, the company launched UTV Ireland, carrying many of ITV's 
programming including Coronation Street and Emmerdale, which had been previously 
broadcast in Ireland by TV3. The station produces some home-grown programming, 
including the twice-nightly national news programme /re/and Live. 


On 27 March 2015, it was confirmed that Sound Digital, which was 30% owned by the 
company, had been successful in its bid for the second national digital radio multiplex in 
the UK, which would be launched in 2016. As part of the bid, the company would 
expand its Talksport station with new sister stations Talksport 2 and Talkradio, as well 
as running a relaunched Virgin Radio UK.“2 The multiplex was launched on 29 February 
2016, with the new stations launching over the following month less talkBUSINESS, 
which was replaced by Share Radio on the multiplex." 


Sale of UTV to ITV plc[edit] 


On 19 October 2015, it was announced that ITV plc would acquire UTV's ITV franchise 
and UTV Ireland for £100 million, subject to regulatory approval. UTV retained its radio 
operations, but was required to rename itself after including the UTV brand in the sale. 
[15] 


The sale to ITV plc was completed on 29 February 2016, when the company also 
rebranded as Wireless Group plc.: On 30 June 2016 Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corp announced an agreement to purchase the company for all-cash worth between 
$220-296 million.244 The sale was completed on 26 September 2016.28 


Financial Results[edit] 


In May 2019, it was reported that Wireless Radio (ROI) Ltd last year recorded pre-tax 
losses of €2.23m and this followed pre-tax losses of €4.33m for the preceding 18 
months "#2 


Operations[edit] 


The company splits its operations into three divisions, Radio GB, Radio Ireland and 
Digital. 


Radio GB[edit] 


Formed from the original Wireless Group purchase, the division has its origins from Talk 
Radio, the owner of the station of the same name, later renamed Talksport in 2000. A 
consortium including MVI, News International, Radio Investments and LMC Radio, 
headed by chief executive Kelvin MacKenzie, under the name TalkCo, purchased the 
group in 1998 for £15.5m. The company expanded when it purchased The Radio 
Partnership in 1999, gaining control of its nine local commercial stations and becoming 
the fifth largest radio company in the UK. 


On 8 February 2019, it was announced that the local stations would be sold to Bauer 
Radio. 201 


National DAB multiplexes 


Talksport e Sound Digital (with Bauer Radio and Arqiva) 


Talksport 2 e Stoke & Stafford 
Talkradio e Swansea SW Wales 
Virgin Radio UK e Bradford & Huddersfield 
Radio Ireland[edit] 
Local stations e =©Limerick's Live 95FM : Limerick 
e LMEM : Drogheda 
Dublin's Q102 : Dublin e U105 : Belfast 
FM104 : Dublin 
Cork's 96FM : Cork 
C103 : Mallow 


Other divisions[edit] 


The company published a free, London-based men's magazine called Sport until 2017. 


Wireless Group also owns the digital agency Zesty and the internet hosting provider 
Tibus.24 
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For the former station launched in 1993 as Virgin Radio, see Absolute Radio. 


Virgin Radio UK 


Broadcast United Kingdom 
area 
Slogan The Chris Evans Breakfast Show & The 


Best Music! 


Frequency DAB: 11A, 11C (NE Scotland) 


Freesat: 736 
Sky: 0215 


First air 30 March 2016 
date 


Format Hot Adult Contemporary 


Language(s English 
) 


Wireless Group 


Owner 
(News UK) 
Sister Talkradio 
stations Talksport 
Talksport 2 
Virgin Radio Anthems 
Virgin Radio Chilled 
Webcast virginradio.co.uk/radioplayer/live/ 
virginradio.html 
Website virginradio.co.uk 


Virgin Radio UK is a national Hot AC radio station in the United Kingdom that launched 
on 30 March 2016, owned by Wireless Group. It is the second incarnation of Virgin 
Radio in the UK: the original station launched in 1993 before being rebranded 

as Absolute Radio in 2008. 


Virgin Radio UK (as well as its Italian sister station) does not follow the CHR format that 
characterises the Virgin Radio network globally. 


History[edit] 


The station was launched at 11:00 on 30 March 2016 on a Virgin train by Edith 
Bowman and Matt Richardson and the first song played was a live cover version 
of David Bowie's song "Changes" by Gavin James. 


Virgin Radio UK broadcast at launch to about 75% of the UK population via the Sound 
Digital DAB ensemble, and also broadcasts via online streaming to computers, mobile 
device applications and internet radios. It cannot be received outside of the UK. 


The broadcasts are presented live from 04:00 to 01:00, and then music is played back- 
to-back overnight with pre-recorded announcements from rotating presenters from the 
day. 


On 3 September 2018, Chris Evans announced that from January 2019 he would be 
moving to Virgin Radio after 13 years on BBC Radio 2.4 He launched his new breakfast 
show on 21 January 2019." 


On 7 January 2019 Virgin Radio joined the Sky and Freesat satellite platforms.“ 


Sister stations[edit] 


Virgin Radio UK launched two new digital spin-offs station Virgin Radio 

Anthems and Virgin Radio Chilled on 21 December 2018. Virgin Radio Anthems 
plays guitar-based classics from the 80s and 90s. Virgin Radio Chilled features acoustic 
singer-songwriters and is designed to unwind and relax. Both stations broadcast The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show. Since Virgin Anthems launched in December 2018, the 
team at Virgin have recently changed their slogan to "The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
and Classic Tracks". This tells us that they have a more variety of tracks to play from 
genres like rock, indie and pop. 


Notable presenters[edit] 
Current presenters[edit] 


e Chris Evans e Steve Denyer 

e Ben Jones Eddy Temple-Morri 
e Kate Lawler Amy Voce 

e Sam Pinkham Pete Mitchell 

e Stu Elmore Tim Cocker 

e Bam James Merritt 

e Christian Williams Jamie East 


Former presenters[edit] 


Edith Bowman 
Jon Holmes 

lain Lee 

Matt Richardson 


External links[edit] 


Official website 


Russell Kane 


Angela Scanlon 
Inel Tomlinson 
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“BFBS" redirects here. For the charity, see British and Foreign Bible Society. For the 
plural "BFBs", see BFB (disambiguation). 


“Forces Network" redirects here. For the American network, see American Forces 
Network. For the Canadian network, see Canadian Forces Radio and Television. For the 
Israeli network, see Army Radio. 


This article is about the British domestic and international broadcaster. For the 
unrelated German radio company of the 1920s and 30s, see Deutsche Welle GmbH. For 
the musical genre, see Neue Deutsche Welle. 


British Forces Broadcasting Service 


Type Arm forces Media (UK) 


Broadcast area National & international 


Official website www.forces.net 


The British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS) provides radio and television 
programmes for Her Majesty's Armed Forces, and their dependents worldwide. Editorial 
control is independent of the Ministry of Defence and the armed forces themselves. 


It was established by the British War Office (now the Ministry of Defence) in 1943. In 
1944, it was managed by Gale Pedrick.4 


Originally known as the Forces Broadcasting Service (FBS), it was initially under the 
control of the British Army Welfare Service, with its first effort, the Middle East 
Broadcasting Unit, with its headquarters in Cairo. 


Before and after end of the Second World War, various radio stations were set up, some 
using the FBS name, others using the name British Forces Network (BFN), but by the 
early 1960s, these had all adopted the BFBS name. 


Since the 1980s, BFBS has formed part of the Services Sound and Vision Corporation 
(SSVC), a registered charity, which is also responsible for the British Defence Film 
Library, SSVC Cinemas, and Combined Services Entertainment, providing entertainment 
for HM Forces around the world. BFBS does not carry commercial advertising. 


BFBS Radio[edit] 


BFBS radio 


The logo of BFBS Radio 


BFBS Radio's three stations broadcast on a combination of local DAB, FM and AM 
frequencies, via live streaming at bfbs.com/listen, on Sky Channel 0211 and Freesat 
Channel 786.5 


e Forces Radio BFBS - contemporary music and Forces Community Radio. 
e BFBS Radio 2 - popular music, news, current affairs and sport. 
e BFBS Gurkha Radio - programming for Gurkhas 


BFBS broadcasts to service personnel and their families and friends worldwide with local 
radio studios in Belize, Brunei, Canada, Cyprus, Germany, Gibraltar, the Falkland 
Islands, Nepal and operational areas from the studio in Afghanistan. In addition, BFBS 
radio is heard by troops in Ascension Island, Belgium, Bosnia, Diego Garcia and the 
Netherlands, as well as onboard Royal Navy ships at sea via live satellite links, online at 
bfbs.com/radio and on Sky Digital channel 0211, via a Eutelsat 28A transponder. 


Forces Radio BFBS is a music, news, entertainment and community service providing 
bespoke content to the global Forces Community with a focus on Forces News and 
connecting the Forces communities around the world. 


Bespoke news bulletins are broadcast every hour, 24 hours a day, utilising content 

from BBC News, IRN and BFBS's own team of Forces News reporters. The standard 
bulletin is three minutes long, with extended ten-minute Newsp/us programmes on 
weekdays at 0400, 0700, 1100, 1300 and 1700 UK time. Two-minute-long news and 
sport headlines are broadcast on the half-hour during breakfast programming. Bulletins 
are broadcast around the clock on BFBS Radio and BFBS Gurkha Radio, and during BFBS 
Radio 2's music programming. 


Many of the programmes on BFBS Radio 2 are sourced from BBC Radio 4 and BBC Radio 
Five Live, including the soap opera The Archers, which was popular in Hong Kong until 
BFBS Radio ceased broadcasting on 30 June 1997 before the handover to China. 


BFBS Gurkha Radio broadcasts on AM and DAB in select UK locations as well as on FM in 
the Falkland Islands, Afghanistan, Brunei, Nepal, Belize and on Ops. It provides 
programmes in Gurkhali, for the Gurkha units serving with the British Army.™ 


BFBS broadcast in Malta until 25 March 1979, when British forces left the islands.42 It 
ceased broadcasts from Berlin on 15 July 1994, following the end of the Cold 

War, German reunification, and the withdrawal of British forces from the city, after 33 
years.” The BFBS Berlin frequency was given up on 12 December 1994. BFBS also 
broadcast on FM in Belize, from Airport Camp near Belize City.22) These broadcasts could 
also be received in eastern parts of Guatemala.“ It ceased broadcasting in the country 
August 2011." The station re-opened in 2016.25) 


At midnight on Saturday 12 January 2008, the Forces Radio BFBS began a trial period of 
broadcasting nationwide across the UK on DAB, which ran until 23:59 on 31 March 
2008. Audience research carried out during the trial concluded that it was successful, 
and broadcasts continued for 8 years.29 Until 6 March 2017 when the service ceased, 
due to the cost to the charity SSVC.24 


On Monday 31 May 2010, BBC Radio 1 teamed up with BFBS to transmit the 10-hour 
takeover show from Camp Bastion with BFBS presenters and shout outs from the 
military community.“# It repeated the link-up in 2011.22 


In December 2011, Smooth Radio broadcast their national breakfast show, presented by 
Simon Bates, from the BFBS studios in Camp Bastion.2%2221 On 8 April 2012, Easter 
Sunday, BFBS simulcast a two-hour show with Smooth, presented jointly by Simon Bates 
and BFBS's Rachel Cochrane allowing family and friends of serving troops to connect 
with their loved ones.22! 


On 1 April 2013 BFBS began a new 10-year contract for to supply all forces broadcasting 
service to British troops around the world and expanded its service to UK army bases 
formerly served by Garrison Radio.2“ BFBS UK Bases stations now serve local 
communities in Aldershot (DAB), Aldergrove (FM), Blandford (FM), Bovington (AM), Brize 
Norton (DAB), Bulford (FM), Catterick (FM), Colchester (FM), Edinburgh (FM), Fort 
George (FM), Holywood (FM), Inverness (FM), Lisburn (FM), and Portsmouth (DAB). 


BFBS Television[edit] 


BFBS 


TELEVISION 


The logo of BFBS Television 


BFBS Television started in Celle, near Hanover in the then West Germany on 18 
September 1975 from Trenchard Barracks. This used taped broadcasts from 

the BBC and ITV, flown to Germany from London, which were then rebroadcast using 
low-power UHF transmitters.2# Live broadcasts of news and sport began in 1982, using 
a microwave link between the UK and West Germany, extending as far east as West 
Berlin.24 


The BFBS TV service used the 625-line PAL system, used in the UK as well as West 
Germany. By 1982, it was available at 50 sites throughout northern and central 
regions of West Germany.22 


It was known as SSVC Television (Services Sound and Vision Corporation) between 
1985 and 1997, when it reverted to the BFBS name. Today it now broadcasts live 
via satellite. DVDs are still sent to forces serving in more remote areas. There was also 
a service known as Navy TV, which broadcasts time-shifted versions of the channel 

to Royal Navy vessels around the world via military satellite.24 


Most programmes came from the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Channel 5 and Sky, including 
news from BBC News, Sky News, ITN, and sport from BBC Sport and Sky Sports. BFBS 
also has its own programmes, including the daily news bulletin programme British 
Forces News?! and the children's programme Room 785.231 


BFBS Television was broadcast in some areas as a terrestrial service in the clear using 
low power transmitters to minimise "overspill" to non-service audiences and protect 
copyright.&! The satellite feed was encrypted for copyright reasons, as it is intended 
solely for HM Forces and their families. Until 1994, it was also carried on cable in West 
Berlin. However, it was only available in the British Sector.29 


Until 1997, it was also widely available in Cyprus, but its signal was encrypted or 
confined to the Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and Dhekelia.24 Following complaints 
from local broadcasters like Lumiere TV, which had bought local rights to show 


English football and other programming, the decision was made to encrypt the signal, 
starting with Nicosia in April 1997 and ending with Larnaca and Limassol in May 1998. 
881 The decision was criticised by MPs in an Early Day Motion.» BFBS later ended 
terrestrial transmissions of its TV channel in Cyprus in January 2009.44 


However, as a result of card sharing by services personnel, BFBS TV (later BFBS 1) was 
available to unentitled viewers on the island, along with other channels until 2011, 
when an illegal pay-TV service was closed down in a joint operation by the Cyprus 
Police and the Audiovisual Anti-Piracy Alliance.44 


By contrast, BFBS TV was watched by civilians in the Falkland Islands, where for many 
years, it was the only terrestrial TV service. Initially it consisted of prerecorded 
programmes brought over on cassette from the UK, meaning that they were shown two 
weeks after the UK,“2 but was later shown on a timeshifted basis (which means that 
"live" events were shown between 3 and 5 hours after they had actually happened.) 
This expanded the civilian terrestrial TV service as part of a digital upgrade, which 
included BFBS 1 and BFBS 2.“ BFBS 1 and 2 also became available to civilian audiences 
in Tristan da Cunha.“ 


British Forces and their families stationed at British Army Training Unit Suffield (BATUS), 
located at Canadian Forces Base Suffield in Canada, had access to BFBS 1, a limited 
amount of BFBS 2 and BFBS 3 and Sky News on a 7-hour timeshift from CET.“2 During 
the day, the television channel that BFBS 2/3 broadcast on, played BFBS Radio 1. 


In 2005, BFBS also began distributing commercial networks Kiss TV (previously Q), Sky 
News, Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2 to certain areas. It also started a movie channel on 
2 May 2008, using money that it saved following the Premier League's decision to waive 
the £250,000 rights fee.4# 


In 2010, BFBS also added Nepali TV (a TV channel in Nepali language based in the UK) 
in its channel line up for the benefit of Gurkha soldiers.“4 This was replaced by Nepal 
Television (the state TV broadcaster of Nepal) on 1 March 2016.2 


SSVC was awarded a new ten-year contract by the Ministry of Defence commencing on 
1 April 2013. Fewer overseas troop deployments and reduced budgets resulted in a 
change to the previous TV service.“ Since 27 March 2013, BFBS has 

offered timeshifted versions of BBC One, BBC Two, ITV, as well as two channels of its 
own. BFBS Extra offers entertainment programming from Channel 4 and Channel 

5, Watch, and Dave, Sky 1, with programming from National Geographic 

Channel, ITV2, 3 and 4, the History Channel and Sky Atlantic. BFBS Sport carries sport 
from BT Sport (replacing ESPN), Sky Sports, and Eurosport.“ BBC Two carries children's 
programming from CBBC, until the late afternoon, while BFBS Extra carries 
programming from CBeebies until the evening. Additionally, the BBC One and ITV feeds 
are timeshifted to hit peak time in local time zones. Channel 4 later became available as 
a separate channel in 2019.54 
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_ SKY 299 VIRCIN 244 FREESAT 652 


omen aa rN 


A Forces TV launch banner. Note that Forces TV was on Sky channel 299 at launch, moving to 
264 in August that year and on Freesat it was on 652 at launch and is now on 165. 


On 10 June 2014, SSVC launched Forces TV, a new channel aimed at the British Armed 
Forces. It is available on BFBS, Sky 181, Virgin 274, Freeview 96 and Freesat 165.52 Its 
content is a mixture of news reports, entertainment, documentaries and features 
produced by BFBS. It is independent from the Ministry of Defence and is funded through 
advertising and sponsorship.=! Forces TV (and Forces Radio BFBS) on satellite Eutelsat 
10A (10°E). 
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City London 
Broadcast area United Kingdom 
Format Children's Radio 


Owner Folder Media 


Website www.funkidslive.com 


Fun Kids is a national children's and pop radio station digital radio station in the United 
Kingdom with associated websites, YouTube and podcast channels. It has previously 
been the winner of the Sony and Arqiva Digital Radio Stations of the year. It is operated 
by Children's Radio UK Ltd which is owned by Folder Media. It broadcasts on DAB Digital 
Radio across the UK as well as online and mobile. 


Background[edit] 


Fun Kids (formerly Fun Radio) was created by GCap Media, Hit Entertainment and the 
children's radio campaigner Susan Stranks. It went on-air in May 2005 and then was 
acquired in September 2008 by Folder Media.2 


Changes to platforms[edit] 


Fun Radio was initially launched on DAB digital radio in London and some areas of the 
South East alongside being broadcast on digital television. In January 2008, the line ups 
of a number of local digital multiplexes changed, with Fun Radio being removed as a 
service from those outside London. In summer 2009, Fun Kids launched temporarily on 
the national Digital One multiplex from 27 June until 3 October,® thus everyone in 

the United Kingdom was able to listen via DAB. Fun Kids was removed from Virgin 
Media channel 926 on 1 December 2009 and also from Sky Digital channel 0171 on 16 
December 2009. 


In February 2016 it was announced that the station would start broadcasting nationwide 
by joining Sound Digital's national DAB digital radio multiplex. It launched, alongside 
the multiplex's other radio stations on 29 February. 


Presenters[edit] 


Fun Kids has been a training ground for many young radio presenters including James 
Barr, Tim Dixon, James Beckingham, Frankie Vu, Matt Kot and Luke Franks. 


Its current presenter line-up includes: Sean Thorne, Josh Divney, Bex Lindsay, Dan 
Simpson, Anna-Louise Walter, George Butler and Conor Knight. 


Alexis Weller, 10 year old winner of the 2019 BBC Rising Talent Young Audio Award 
presents a short segment called "Lexi's Music News" on George Butler's Sunday 
afternoon show. 


External links[edit] 


e Official Fun Kids Website 
e Folder Media official website 
e Dog Hunting Website Official Page 


https://youngaudioawards.co.uk/audio/ 
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Jack FM 


playing what we want® 


Slogan "Playing What We Want" 


"Playing Whatever, Whenever!" 


Format Adult Hits 
Owner Sparknet Communications 
Website http://www.jack.fm/ 


Jack FM is a radio network branding licensed by Sparknet Communications to media 
outlets in Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom, and Russia.” The stations 
that adopt this branding play a very broad mix of songs from the late 1960s to the 
2000s, along with some current adult contemporary/hot adult contemporary singles. 


Jack's slogan "playing what we want" is also considered to be as more of a motto or 
philosophy of their programming. They promote themselves as having a larger and 
more varied playlist than most other commercial radio stations. It is not unusual for a 
Jack FM station to have a playlist of 700 to 2000 songs, while other FM radio stations 
may have playlists of fewer than 500 songs. Jack FM stations do not accept song 
requests from listeners. The format has also been likened to an MP3 player set on 
shuffle mode.” The stations that have the Jack FM format are in most cases officially 
classified as "adult hits" or "variety hits" by radio research companies. 


Format characteristics[edit] 


Stations using the "Jack" name are very strictly licensed by SparkNet Communications. 
There are several terms that the station must agree to, one of them being the fact 

that disc jockeys are not to be used for at least the first few months of the format, 
among other things. SparkNet has also been very protective of its format, 
unsuccessfully filing trademark infringement suits against Bonneville International for its 
use of the Jack FM "Playing What We Want" trademark and other similar phrases. For 
this reason, many stations using a Jack-like format use slightly different slogans to avoid 
infringing on SparkNet's service marks: WBEN-FM in Philadelphia uses the tagline 
"Playing anything we feel like", for instance. On WLKO "102.9 The Lake" in Charlotte 
North Carolina, the tagline is "We Play Anything". During its run as "Doug 

FM", WDRQ in Detroit used the line "93.1 DOUG FM - We Play...EVERYTHING!" 


All Jack FM stations in the United States and Canada use Howard Cogan as the voice of 
Jack,® while all Jack FM stations in the United Kingdom use former Blake's 7 actor Paul 
Darrow as the voice of Jack. 


History[edit] 
2000-2003: Origins[edit] 


One of the early originators of the Jack FM format was radio programmer Bob Perry, on 
a United States-based Internet radio stream in 2000. Perry named the station after a 
fictitious persona, "Cadillac Jack" Garrett, "a hard-living radio cowboy". The back story 
created by Perry for the original webstream was that Garrett, a disc jockey who had 
worked many "big sticks", finally got his own radio station and after years of being told 
what he was to play on-air was creating a station where the motto was "playing what 
we want". However, according to Rogers Communications, the only thing taken, without 
permission, for the first Jack FM radio station, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 
was the name and the tagline. Pat Cardinal, one of the first Jack program directors, says 
that he was unaware of the type of music on the American website and that "Jack" was 
one of several names that were considered for the format. Rogers Communications 
came to an agreement with Perry for the use of the Jack FM name in Canada soon after 
the launch. The original webstream is still live to this day. 


Jack was also inspired by the success of CHUM Limited's "Bob FM" brand on CFWM radio 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Program director Howard Kroeger was inspired to create Bob FM 
after hearing a mix tape at a friend's 40th birthday party. Other Canadian broadcasters 
copied the concept as well, adopting such brands as Corus Entertainment's "Dave FM" 
and "Joe FM". In 2003, an Ottawa station launched "Frank FM" as a one- 

day Halloween prank. (The prank's name was possibly also inspired by the Canadian 
satirical magazine Frank, and probably the New England station Frank FM.) 


Secondary Jack FM logo, often used on Entercom stations. 


Beginning in late 2002, the format was adopted on Canadian radio stations owned 

by Rogers Communications. The first Jack station was Vancouver's CKLG-FM, which 
quickly shot to the top of the city's BBM radio ratings. The format was consequently 
adopted on other Rogers stations in 2002 and 2003. The format proved popular in many 
markets where it was introduced, although its success was not always as dramatic as it 
had been in Vancouver. 


2004-2005: Introduction to United States and 
controversies[edit] 


In 2004, SparkNet Communications, the owner of the Jack FM and "Playing What We 
Want" trademarks outside of Canada, started to license the Jack FM trademark in the 
United States. NRC Broadcasting's KJAC in Denver was the first US station to adopted 
the "Jack FM" format on April 14, 2004. The success of Jack caused a cloning effect, with 
some stations using the names of famous local figures, landmarks, or symbols to 
promote their version of the format. These variations have included WABZ "Abe FM" 

in Springfield, Illinois, named for Abraham Lincoln; WBEN-FM "Ben FM" in Philadelphia, 
named for Benjamin Franklin; "100.5 FM Louie" in Louisville, Kentucky; "Doug-FM 

93.1" WDRQ in Detroit; "96.7 Steve FM" WLTY in Columbia, South Carolina, named 
after University of South Carolina football coach Steve Spurrier; WCFF "The Chief 92.5 
FM" in Champaign, Illinois, named for the controversial symbol of the University of 
Illinois, Chief Illiniwek; WARH in St. Louis, known as "106.5 The Arch", or even a body of 
water like "106-5 The Lake" WHLK in Cleveland, named for Lake Erie. 


On July 29, 2005, Rawlco's CKCK-FM in Regina, Saskatchewan became the first non- 
Rogers station in Canada to directly license the Jack FM brand rather than adopting an 
alternate name. 


On May 4, 2005 at 11 a.m., WQSR, an oldies station in Towson, Maryland which 
targeted Baltimore area listeners, changed its format from oldies to Jack FM. Listeners 
and staffers alike were surprised by the sudden change because many long-time DJs 
and on-air personalities were considered a Baltimore institution. WQSR received a large 
amount of negative publicity regarding the format change. Popular former WQSR 
personality Steve Rouse has since resurfaced as the new morning show host at sister 
station, the sift adult contemporary-formatted WLIF. 


Clim 


” playing what we want 


Logo used on Cumulus and iHeartMedia owned stations. 


By far the introduction of Jack FM in New York City generated the most negative 
publicity of any market that switched a station to the format. On June 3, 2005 at 

5:00 p.m., WCBS-FM, an oldies station in New York City, switched to Jack FM without any 
prior warning. The switch to a more generic format has been termed The Day the Music 
Died by some New Yorkers and has drawn criticism even from non-listeners of the 
station, particularly due to the sudden firing of DJs of historic renown such as Cousin 
Brucie. In a partial nod to this controversy, on June 14, 2005, the station announced that 
it would tweak the format to include 1950s and early 1960s songs as well as performers 
such as Frank Sinatra — elements not typical of the Jack format. However, a later 
update retracted this and songs from before the late 1960s were no longer played. 


One prominent reaction to the format change came in the form of a derogatory 
comment from the city's mayor. According to the New York Post, mayor Michael 
Bloomberg responded to the change by declaring he would "never listen to that fucking 
CBS radio ever again" (the quote was censored in the newspaper). The new Jack station 
quickly picked up on this, using its trademark sarcasm: "Hey, Mayor Bloomberg. | heard 
you took a shot at us in the Post. What's with all the swearin’ like a sailor? Fleet Week is 
over. It's just music." Initially, Arbitron ratings showed a sharp decline and while ratings 
did recover, they never surpassed the levels that WCBS-FM had before the format 
switch. 


As a result, on July 6, 2007, WCBS-FM announced it would drop Jack FM and restore the 
station's old format on July 12 with an updated classic hits approach, a move attributed 
mostly to the newly appointed CBS Radio CEO Dan Mason." Three of the fired DJs and 
staff (Dan Taylor, Bob Shannon, and Mr. G) returned to the station, along with newsman 
Al Meredith (who had stayed at the station during Jack FM doing his Sunday morning 
public affairs show), as well as DJ Pat St. John who had previously left CBS-FM for Q104.3 
about a year before the flip to Jack. Steve O'Brien, a weekend and fill-in DJ at the time of 
the format change, would also return in a similar capacity in 2008. However, the Jack 
FM format now renamed TONY is still available through WCBS-FM's HD2 subchannel, and 
via an internet stream at www.1011hd2.com. 


On the same day that WCBS-FM made the switch, another station owned by CBS, WJMK, 
an oldies station in Chicago, changed formats to Jack FM as well. The change 

at WJMK didn't attract as much attention as the change to WCBS, but it still drew the ire 
of its listeners. The oldies format has since returned to the Chicago airwaves with the 
introduction of WZZN (94.7 FM), in addition to WJMK reverting to classic hits in 2011. 


On July 5, 2005, it was announced that Bohn & Associates Media and Wall Media formed 
SparkNet Communications L.P. as the exclusive international licensor and owner of the 
Jack FM format. SparkNet has, in turn, licensed the format to Dial Global for satellite- 
based syndication to stations in U.S. markets outside the 40 largest. This satellite-fed 
Jack became active in October 2005, and now serves many of the smaller Jack stations, 
such as those in Evansville, Indiana and Knoxville, Tennessee. 


In late September 2005, CJAQ-FM in Toronto, announced that it would become the first 
DJ-free station in Canada. Pat Cardinal, general manager and program director of the 
station, announced that "The move came as a result of listener feedback." "The 
audience has been telling us that they want no DJs on Jack. They want more music." 
When it first launched, 92.5 Jack FM operated without disc jockeys in an effort to 
establish the "Playing What We Want" concept which was new to Toronto. DJs were 
introduced within weeks. In November 2005, Cardinal defended his decision in an 


interview with Michael Hainsworth of Report on Business Television and stated why he 
doesn't see commercial-free iPods and satellite radio as a threat to a non-D} format. 


In October 2005, Entravision Radio launched a Spanish-language version of the Jack 
format dubbed "José" with the "We Play What We Want" tagline translated into Spanish 
as "Toca lo que Quiere". "José" went live on six FM and AM stations 

in Sacramento, Stockton, and Modesto, California; Albuquerque, New Mexico; 

and Denver, Colorado.” The "José" stations have no affiliation with Jack, SparkNet 
Communications, or Bob Perry. 


On October 25, 2005, Infinity Broadcasting announced that it would be 
replacing Howard Stern with Jack FM on some of its stations. Stern left terrestrial radio 
for Sirius Satellite Radio in late 2005. 


2006-present: North American format changes, international 
expansion[edit] 


Following the format's explosive mid-2000s growth throughout North America, Jack FM 
continued to expand into smaller markets across the continent. However, in many cities 
the novelty wore off, and in the late 2000s a number of Jack stations modified their 
playlists drastically or flipped to other formats outright. 


In May 2006, the playlist of CIAQ-FM in Toronto evolved into a mainstream rock format. 
The 1980s top-40 acts such as Madonna, Duran Duran, Kim Wilde, Cyndi Lauper, 

and Falco were dropped in favor of an all-rock format, and the station's slogan changed 
to "Toronto's Best Rock Variety. However, In June 2009, the station flipped back to CHR 
and returned to its former "Kiss" branding as well as adopted its current call 

letters." Similarly, Rawlco-owned CKCK-FM (the only non-Rogers operated Jack FM 
station) in Regina, Saskatchewan adopted a classic rock direction in September, 
changing its slogan from the traditional "Playing What We Want" to "The Greatest Rock 
Of All Time" and adding announcers to its afternoon drive show. In 2010, the tagline 
was changed again to "Regina's Greatest Hits". 


In October 2006, the UK's first Jack FM format station won a broadcast licence for 

the Oxford area. 106 Jack FM Oxford started broadcasting at 1:06 PM BST on October 
18, 200 7'«tationneedes’ On December 2, 2009, Bristol radio station Original FM changed to 
Jack FM after requesting a format change with OFCOM.22 Two further Jack FM stations 
were planned on DAB digital radio from 2008 for Northamptonshire and Northeast 
Wales and West Cheshire!sttenneeae but by August 2009 were a year late with no 
indication of an ETA. In addition the Oxfordshire Jack was to have been relayed to a 
wider area. RadioToday has reported The Coast will flip to become JACK FM on July 4, 
2011.84 


In January 2007, KAJR in California's Coachella Valley launched as a "Jack FM" affiliate in 
a region unable to receive the KCBS-FM signal from Los Angeles, 100 miles to the west. 
(cltation needed Jack did not last long; as of February 1, 2010, that station is soft adult 
contemporary-formatted KJJZ. 


On October 22, 2007 WJMK in Chicago announced that radio personality Steve 

Dahl would be morning drive personality as of November 5, the first personality on the 
station since it went to the Jack format. In March 2011, WJMK dropped the Jack format in 
favor of classic hits as "K-Hits", featuring 1960s-1980s music. Eddie & Jobo (Ed Volkman 
and Joe Bohannon, former morning hosts at WBBM-FM) took over the morning show. 


On June 29, 2012, it was announced that KJQN in Salt Lake City would drop the "Jack 
FM" format on July 16, 2012 and begin to simulcast the talk radio format of KLO, picking 
up the call letters KLO-FM.!2! 


On August 2, 2013, KFMB-FM, the Jack FM station in San Diego, began restricting access 
to its online stream to listeners within the city of San Diego proper. This move by the 
program director drew the ire of fans who live outside the city limits, including the large 
US military personnel stationed overseas. The program director, Mike O'Reilly, 
responded to the controversy: 


Our radio industry is continually adapting to changing metrics, which are sometimes out 
of our control within our competitive landscape. | understand your frustration and I can 
assure you this decision to restrict our streaming efforts to San Diego was based on 
multiple factors including the licensing issues outlined on our website. In addition, radio 
stations that do not 100% simulcast their signals online are essentially competing with 
themselves. Technically they are considered two separate radio stations in the way they 
are rated. By restricting our signal to San Diego only, our online stream and our air 
signal at 100.7FM will be considered one unified station. 


— Mike O'Reilly, KFMB-FM program director 


The station achieved this effect by restricting the signal based on the mobile phone's IP 
address. However, fans within the city of San Diego were prevented from hearing the 
station as well. In addition, the station announced it would be charging for access to its 
local morning radio show in podcast in September 2013. On November 17, 2015, KFMB- 
FM dropped its regular Jack FM programming and began stunting with all-Christmas 
music as "Jack Frost"; the station launched a mainstream rock format on January 4, 
2016.23 


On February 28, 2014, CFLT-FM in Halifax, Nova Scotia flipped formats to Jack FM 
becoming the latest Rogers radio station to adopt the Jack branding. Meanwhile, in 
February 2015, another Rogers station, CHTT-FM in Victoria, British Columbia, dropped 
the Jack FM format and flipped to contemporary hit radio (CHR) as "Kiss 103.1". That 
station, however, returned to Jack FM programming on August 15, 2019. 


On December 26, 2017, at midnight, KSAJ-FM in Topeka, Kansas flipped formats from 
oldies to Jack FM. 


The Jack FM format is distributed via satellite in the United States and internationally. 
Within the US, distributed originally by ABC Radio and later acquired by Dial Global 
(now Westwood One). In September 2019, Skyview Networks took over the US 
distribution rights from Westwood One.™! US military radio station Armed Forces 
Network, Afghanistan broadcasts Jack FM, having adopted the format on August 1, 2011 
as a way to expand the playlist and reduce operational personnel. 


Jack FM stations[edit] 


Radio stations are listed here if they specifically use the Jack FM brand.“ Stations 
branded as Bob FM are listed on that article; stations using alternate brands are listed 
at adult hits. 
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Columbus, Ohio | WJKR 103.9 FM Korun eaeh 
Broadcasting 


Debuted 
September 1, 
Dayton, Ohio WGTZ 92.9 FM Alpha Media 2017 at 5 p.m. 
Formerly "Soft 
Rock 92.9". 


Greensburg, | , 
Lisenin ui, 98.7 FM LHTC Media 
Pennsylvania 
Simulcast on 
Loretto, ; 
Fenaa kana 1400 AM Matt Lightner W296ED (107.1 
rennsy vania FM) 
Sisseton, South 7 
Dakota 99.5 FM Armada Media 
Greenville, South f : Translator 
Carolina AAL © eae summitMedia | for WIMZ-HD3 
STEEL WASL-FM 100.1 FM ee 
Tennessee Broadcasting 
Knoxville 94.3 FM John W. Pirkle 
Tennessee , i 
Nashville 96.3 FM Midwest AN 
Tennessee Communications 
Dallas, Texas 100.3 FM 
San Antonio : 
i 

T 102.7 FM Alpha Media 
Victoria, Texas 98.7 FM Broadcast 

Equities Texas 


a vg omer 


Location 


Frequenc 
y 
seattle 96.5 FM iHeartMedia 
Washington 
104.7 FM 
Alpha Media 
Neenah/Menasha, WYDR 94.3 FM Midwest PEOR 
Wisconsin Communications 
Debuted 
101.3 FM NRG Media September 1, 
2015 
Louisville Debuted August 
kenek wm 102.3 FEM Alpha Media 31, 2017 


Wenatchee 
Washington 


Rhinelander 
Wisconsin 


Debuted 
Hudson, Wyoming | KTUG 105.1 FM MORCOM Bdcstg | November 1, 
2016 


Debuted 
100.9 FM Spectrum Radio | December 26, 
2016 


Fisher, West 103.7 FM Thunder Debuted July 
Virginia i Associates, LLC 1998 
Richmond 100.9 FM Summit Media Debuted 
Virginia October 24, 


Westover, West 
Virginia 


KJAQ 

KKRV/ 

K232ED 

WRHN 

WXMA 
Rock Springs, Debuted January 
amin KSIT 99.7 FM WyoRadio 1, 2017 

WZST 

WQWYV 

WJSR 


Former stations[edit] 


Frequen 
cy 


Switched format 
to CHR as WABD in 
Mobile, Alabama WYOK | 104.1 FM Cumulus Media February 2012, 
now Urban AC as 
WDLT-FM. 
KRIK 


Location 


Kodiak, Alaska 


Kodiak Island Now as a hot 
e TOL nt Broadcasting AC format. 
Switched format 
Buck Owens X 
97.3 FM Broadcastin to country music on 
9 October 14, 2016 
Switched format 
Chico, California 100.3 FM Huth Broadcasting | to classic country on 
March 2, 2017 
Switched to a 
Fresno, California | KFJK 105.9 FM Cumulus Media simulcast of KMJ in 
March 2009 


Bakersfield 
California 


KRXX 

KRJK 

KHEX 
Palm Springs, : Switched format 
California eee aa AH SUC see | a ace Ne ty Ol 
Sacramento KQJK 93.7 FM iHeartMedia Switched format 
California to classic rock on April 


Location 


San Diego, 
California 


Denver, Colorado 


Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado 


Seaford 
Delaware 


Frequen 
cy 


100.7 FM 


105.5 5M 


107.1 FM 


95.9 FM 


1280 AM 


Owner 


Tegna, Inc. 


NRC Broadcasting 


Max Media 


AlwaysMountainTi 
me 


Seaford Media 


Notes 


a, 2017 


Dropped most pre- 
2000 titles in early 
2014, assuming 

a modern rock format 
but retaining the 
branding. Switched 

to mainstream rock on 
January 4, 2016 as 
"KFM-BFM". 


Switched format 

to sports talk in 2012 
as an affiliate of ESPN 
Radio, and currently 
features a AAA format. 
Was the first station in 
the United States to 
license the "Jack FM" 
brand. 


Switched format 

to modern rock in 
2014, then to classic 
hip hop. 


Switched format to hot 
AC in 2010 


Switched to Spanish- 
language 
programming in 
August 2017 


Location 


Jacksonville, 


Florida 


Chicago, Illinois 


Effingham, Illinois 


Peoria, Illinois 


Evansville, 
Indiana 


Indianapolis, India 
na 


Larned, Kansas 


= 
T 
ae 


Frequen 
cy 


107.3 FM 


104.3 FM 


98.9 FM 


TOTEM 


107.1 FM 


104.5 FM 


96.7 FM 


Owner 


iHeartMedia 


CBS Radio 


Cromwell Radio 
Group 


Advanced Media 
Partners, LLC 


The Original 
Company 


Cumulus Media 


Rocking M Media 


Notes 


Rebranded as "107.3 
Jacksonville" on April 
18, 2017, then 
rebranded again as 
"107.3 The River" on 
May 26, 2017 


Switched format 
to classic hits on 
March 14, 2011 


Switched format 
to sports talk in 2014 


Switched format 

to sports talk on June 
6, 2018 as an affiliate 
of ESPN Radio, 
assuming the WZPN 
callsign from 96.5 on 
June 26, 2018. 
Currently is a 
simulcast of that 
frequency. 


Switched format 
to classic hits in 2014 


Switched format 

to classic hits in 
September 2006, then 
dropped the Jack FM 
brand that December 


Dropped the branding 


Frequen 
cy 
in favor of Bob FM in 
2007. Switched 
to classic country in 
2013. 


Jackson, 
Mississippi 


Flinn Broadcasting | Switched to classic 
100.9 FM i 3 
Corporation country in 2014 
. Switched format 
Missouri Ozark ; ; 
93.9 FM Rado Neiwotk to classic rock on April 
1, 2016 
Legacy 
97.7 FM Communications, | >Witched to country on 
June 17, 2013 
LEC 
Las Vegas Switched to a 
Nevada 100.5 FM CBS Radio simulcast of KXNT in 
August 2010 


Reverted to classic 
hits on July 12, 2007. 
The Jack FM format 

Nen tok Nen was moved to 101.1- 

York ‘ 101.1 FM CBS Radio HD2 dropped the 

EED P branding in 2008 for 
"Tony FM", and 
eventually was 
dropped altogether in 
20127 


West Plains 
Missouri 


Holdrege, 
Nebraska 


Switched format 
Lake Charles KBIU |103.3FM |CumulusMedia e adult 
Louisiana contemporary on 
March 23, 2012 
WJXN- 
FM 
KSPQ 


Location 


Oklahoma City, 
| Oklahoma 


Worthington, Ohio 


Pierre, South 
| Dakota 


| Knoxville 
Tennessee 


(Maryville/Norris) 


Frequen 
cy 


106.7 FM 


Tyler Media 


Salem Media _ 
Group 


Riverfront 
Broadcasting LLC 


Flipped to country on 
March 8, 2010, then 
to Catholic programmi 
ng on February 28, 
2013 


Format switched 

to talk radio following 
an ownership change 
on November 1, 2012. 
The Jack FM format 
and call letters 
resurfaced in July 2013 
at the former WMNI- 
EM. 


Switched format 
to country in 2012. 


Midwest 
Communications 


Blue Ridge 
Broadcasting 
Company 


Dropped the format in 
August 2012 in favor 
of CHR, then active 
rock, and currently 

is classic country. 


Ended a WQJK 
simulcast in February 
2012 when the station 
was leased, then sold, 
to the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic 
Association and 
assumed 

a CCM format. 


Amarillo, Texas KPRF | 98.7 FM Townsquare Media | Switched format 


Location sig Owner Notes 


to classic rock on June 
29, 2017 


Switched to AAA in 
May 2009. Sold by 
Cumulus Media to 
Educational Media | Educational Media 
Foundation Foundation in 2012, 
which operates it 
today as an Air 


Houston, Texas KHJK 103.7 FM 


1 affiliate. 
Midland/Odessa, ICA Switched to classic 
Texas KF ZX MS eae NN Communications rock in 2010 
Switched to a 
simulcast of KLO in 
Salt Lake City, 10 ; 
Salt Lake Cit KION 103.1 FM KLO Broadcasting 2012, then to adult 


Utah contemporary, and 
currently is classic 


hits. 


Switched format 


i . . 
Wheeling, West | wyyk | 96.5 FM FM Radio Licenses | t0 SPOrtS. 
Virginia talk and active rock in 
2014 


United Kingdom[edit] 


In the UK, the Jack FM stations are licensed to OXIS Media which manages the brand. 
The stations are individually run by Passion Radio (Oxford) or Madejski Communications 
Limited. 


A portal to access the sites is available at http://www.jackfm.co.uk 


e Oxford, Oxfordshire - 106 Jack FM, Jack FM 2 (launched in August 2013) and Jack FM 
3 (launched in May 2017). 


Discontinued: 


e Hertfordshire - 106 Jack FM (Hertfordshire), existed from May 10, 2010, until 
rebranded as Bob FM Hertfordshire on March 10, 2014 

e Bristol - 106 Jack FM (Bristol) launched at 6:00 am December 2, 2009, with no prior 
warning, following a staged on-air argument and station hijacking of Original 
106.5 the previous day.” Rebranded on April 1, 2015, to Sam FM"” 

e Swindon, Wiltshire - Swindon - (previously More Radio) launched at 06:00 am on 
May 28, 2012, rebranded on April 1, 2015, to Sam FM"! 

e Reading - 107 Jack FM (Berkshire) - (previously Reading 107) launched on March 2, 
2014, the same day as the Reading Half Marathon, rebranded to Sam FM and The 
Breeze in August 2017 

e Hampshire - 106 Jack FM (South Coast) - (previously The Coast 106), launched on 
July 4, 2011, rebranded on April 1, 2015 to Sam FM it returned to DAB as Jack FM In 
2016221 


Austria[edit] 


e Vienna, Austria - Radio 8 
Russia[edit] 


e Moscow, Russia - KEKC 89.9 
e Saint Petersburg, Russia - KEKC 91.1 


See also[edit] 


e Bob FM 

e BOB fm Hertfordshire 
e Doug FM 

e Hank FM 


e Nash FM, a peer specializing in country music 
e Frank FM, a similar station 
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air 


at 


Broa Manchester, Liverpool,Cambridge, Portsmouth, N 
dcast orwich, Suffolk, Glasgow,Greater London 


area 


Bran The UK's country station 


ding 


First 27 April 2013 


date 


Form country music 


Chris Country 


Owne Chris Country Broadcasting 


r 


Webs hittp://www.chriscountry.co.uk 


ite 


Chris Country is a UK-based radio station playing country music. Founded by Chris 
Stevens, it launched on 27 April 2013.” 


DAB Availability[edit] 


Chris Country is currently available in several areas of the UK. The station's first 
carriage agreements were on three of Ofcom's trial of small-scale DAB multiplexes - 
Manchester, Portsmouth and Cambridge. On 11 March 2016 the station launched on 
the London 2 DAB multiplex.’ A month later the station launched on the North East 
Wales DAB multiplex! Today Chris Country can now also be heard on the Suffolk 
multiplex, and the small-scale Norwich multiplex and in 2019 it launched on the small- 
scale Glasgow multiplex. 


Programming[edit] 


Much of the station's output is automated although recently the station introduced more 
presenter-led shows. Chris Stevens, the station founder, hosts the breakfast show and 
John Collins presents drivetime. Other presenters include Miles Myers-Cough Harris. The 
station also broadcasts country countdown programmes from America, including Bob_ 
Kingsley's Country Top 40, and other syndicated shows Nashville Access and Tim 
Rogers Classic Country. Chris Country also broadcasts hourly news summaries from 
Radio News Hub. 


Chris Country Weekly[edit] 


The station produces a weekly 3 hour syndicated show for commercial & community 
radio stations. It’s presented by the station manager Chris Stevens and distributed via 
his company Devaweb. It plays the very best in current and classic country music, the 
same as that of the 24/7 radio station. Occasionally, there are special star guests from 
the country music scene that appear on the program and sometimes even perform 
acoustic live sessions. 


The show airs on various local radio stations including Minster FM, Signal 2 and Swansea 
Sound. 


See also[edit] 


e Country 1035, a 1994-2002 London based country music station 
e 3C (radio), a station that broadcast country music across the UK on DAB radio until 
2007. 
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Greatest Hits Radio 


GREATEST 
HITS 
RADIO 


Broadcast United Kingdom: 
area Northern England, West 
Midlands and Scotland 


National (digital and online) 
Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 
Frequency MW: 828 - 1584 kHz 

FM: 96.5 - 105.9 MHz 


DAB 


First air 5 January 2015 
date 


Format Oldies and specialist music 


Language(s) English 


Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Absolute Radio 

stations Heat Radio 
Hits Radio 
Jazz FM 


Kerrang Radio 
Kiss 

Magic 

Planet Rock 


Scala Radio 


Website planetradio.co.uk/ 


Greatest Hits Radio is a network of radio stations in the United Kingdom, owned and 
operated by Bauer Radio. The stations air a mainly networked schedule of classic hits 
music, alongside local news and travel. The network launched on 5 January 2015 as the 
"Bauer City 2 Network"™, and rebranded on 7 January 2019.” 


The network consists of 18 local radio stations in Northern England, the West 
Midlands and Scotland, as well as a national DAB station” in areas not served by a local 
Bauer-owned station. 


Origins[edit] 


The stations forming the Greatest Hits Radio network are predominantly sister stations 

to the corresponding Hits Radio network station. Many were originally set up as a 'Gold' 
counterpart (e.g. Radio City Gold in Liverpool) when stations were told by 

the Independent Broadcasting Authority to stop simulcasting their services on both FM 

and AM in the late 1980s. The main exception to this is FM station West 

Sound in Dumfries and Galloway. 


In Northern England, the stations were rebranded as Magic in 1997 - a station brand 
first used by Radio Aire upon the launch of their AM station in July 1990. The stations 
gradually began to network most of their schedule, and by March 2013, the only local 
content consisted of three regional breakfast shows on weekdays, serving the North 
West, the North East and Yorkshire. 


In Scotland, local programming on AM stations was largely retained until networking 
outside of weekday breakfast and specialist shows was introduced in June 2009. In July 
2013, the remaining local output was axed, leading to a fully networked schedule 
known as The Greatest Hits Network." 


In September 2014, Bauer Radio announced it would rebrand the Magic stations under 
localised identities, based on the main FM station names (e.g. Magic 1152 in 
Manchester becomes Key 2, based on Key 103). Magic's AM network closed with the 
London equivalent, Magic 105.4 FM, launched nationwide on DAB. 


The relaunch took place on Monday 5 January 2015. Initially, the two networks serving 
Scotland (The Greatest Hits Network) and northern England (Magic AM) were replaced 
by one carrying programming from both nations over all stations, with some peak time 
opt-outs. Further split programming for the two nations was reintroduced the following 
year. 


Developments[edit] 


On 7 December 2015, Radio City 2 in Liverpool swapped frequencies with sister 


station Radio City Talk on 105.9 FM and reintroduced local programming at peak times. 
(61[7] 


In April 2018, Northsound 2 ceased analogue broadcasting on 1035 AM, becoming the 
first commercial radio station in Scotland - and the first local Bauer-owned station - to 
broadcast only on digital platforms (DAB and online). 


On 4 June 2018, Key 2 in Manchester was rebranded as Key Radio, in tandem with Key 
103's relaunch as Hits Radio. 


On 7 January 2019, Greatest Hits Radio replaced the Bauer City 2 branding. Local 
station identities in Northern England were rebranded to GHR, with Scottish stations 
retaining their local brands. Greatest Hits Radio also become available on FM across the 
West Midlands for the first time.“22It also began broadcasting across most of the UK on 
DAB (Digital Radio) using various local multiplexes. 


Stations[edit] 
England 


e Coventry & Warwickshire - 1359 AM; DAB 

e East Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire - 1161 AM; DAB 
e Herefordshire & Worcestershire - DAB only 

e Lancashire - 999 AM; DAB 

e Liverpool, North West & North Wales - 105.9 FM; DAB 
e Manchester - 1152 AM; DAB 

e North East - 1152 AM; DAB 

e South Yorkshire - 990, 1305, 1548 AM; DAB 

e Teesside - 1170 AM; DAB 

e West Midlands - 105.2 FM; DAB 

e West Yorkshire - 828 AM; DAB 


Scotland 


e Clyde 2 - Glasgow and the West of Scotland 1152 AM; DAB 

e Forth 2 - Edinburgh, the Lothians and Fife 1548 AM; DAB 

e Tay 2 - Tayside 1161, 1584 AM; DAB 

e Northsound 2 - Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire; DAB 

e MER 2 - Scottish Highlands, Moray and Orkney 1107 AM; DAB 
e West Sound - Ayrshire 1035 AM; DAB 


e West Sound - Dumfries and Galloway 96.5, 97.0, 103.0 FM 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


Greatest Hits Radio runs two separate networks for Scotland and England, largely 
carrying their own programming, although some off-peak output is broadcast across 
both networks. 


In England, Greatest Hits Radio's programming is broadcast from the 
network's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios and from Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho. 


In Scotland, network programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in 
Glasgow, Tay 2 in Dundee and Forth 2 in Edinburgh. 


Opt-outs and variations[edit] 


e In Liverpool, the North West and North Wales, a weekly late-night talk show, 
presented by Pete Price, airs from 10pm-lam on Sundays, simulcast with Radio City 


Talk. 

e Inthe North East and Teesside, Night Owls, a weekly late-night talk show presented 
by Alan Robson, airs from 10pm-2am on Sundays. 

e Inthe West Midlands, a regional drivetime show airs each weekday from 4pm to 
7pm. 


News[edit] 


All stations in the network carry their own local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm 
on weekdays and from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast 
on the half-hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside local traffic 
bulletins. National news updates also air on the national version of Greatest Hits Radio 
in place of the local bulletins. Extended five-minute bulletins air at lpm on weekdays on 
Scottish stations. 


At weekends, bespoke networked bulletins air 2-6pm on Saturdays and 2-7pm on 
Sundays in Scotland, produced by Clyde 1. At all other times, mainly evening and 
overnight, hourly national bulletins originate from Sky News Radio. 
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Alpha 103.2 


Broadcast area County Durham 


Slogan More Variety 

Frequency 103.2 MHz 

First air date 30 November 1995 
Format Contemporary 

Power 500KW 

Owner The Local Radio Company 


103.2 Alpha Radio (formerly ALFM, Alpha 103.2, 103.2 Alpha FM, Alpha Radio) 
was an Independent Local Radio station based in Darlington, County Durham, England.! 


History[edit] 


When launched in 1995, Alpha was owned by Radio Investments Ltd while First Radio 
Sales #! 


In 2009, Alpha was joined by neighbouring station Minster Northallerton to share the 
studio complex in a cost-cutting exercise. To make further savings, both Alpha and 
Minster Northallerton, along with Durham FM were rebranded as Star Radio North 

East which meant all three stations lost their heritage names and, until recently, only 
produced a daily breakfast show. Since June 2010, output has been networked across all 
frequencies, although commercial breaks are still unique to the three areas. 


In its history, Alpha 103.2/ Alpha FM/ Alpha Radio had many jingle packages and 
imaging updates. In 2002, The Local Radio Group introduced Bespoke Music Jingles to 
its group of stations. This then launched an iconic sung logo for Alpha 103.2. Alpha had 
four main jingle packages from Bespoke. They were introduced in 2001, 2003, 2007 and 
2009. During 2003/ 2006, Alpha lost its Jingles in favour of imaging when the 
Music:Fun:Life streamline was introduced. The main station Voice overs for Alpha 
throughout its life were, Emma Clarke, Chris Marsden, Jeff Davies and Greg Marsden. 


The last ever Alpha Jingles were by sung radio jingles made by Bespoke Music. but had 
the name tweaked when the station changed names from Alpha 103.2 to Alpha 
Radio.Most recently the station had sung radio jingles made by Bespoke Music.“ The 
main station imaging for Alpha was designed and produced in house via the TLRC from 
Minster FM in York which was made as a generic package for the TLRC group and sent 
to all local station within the portfolio to be edited into ‘local ID's' however later, the 
imaging was produced in Darlington's Woodland Road studio's via various producers 
such as Chris Hakin, Craig Bailey, Dan Callum and Dave Lee. 


Past presenters[edit] 


e Peter Quest 

e Mark Brooks 

e Phil Holmes 

e Andy Carter 

e Michael Patterson 
e Martin Lowes 

e Dave Collins 

e Ricky Durkin 

e John Harding 

e Mark Reason 

e Paul Anderson 
e Alan Douglas 

e Mike Nicholson 


e Shaun Harrington e Steve White 

e Emma Hignett e Gary Wilkinson 

e Roger Kennedy e James Watt 

e Joel Ross e Mike 'Patto' Patterson 
e Paul Smith e Andrew 'Gazza' Gascoigne 
e Steve Phillips e Craig Bailey 

e Nick Pierce a.k.a. Rafe Parker e Nick Hancock 

e Tim West e Les Gunn 

e Richard Kell e Lisa Marrey 

e Dave Lee e Chris Curtis 

e Victor winther e John Pierce 


e Gary Burgham 
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Asian Sound Radio 


Broadcast North West England, North Yorkshire 


area 


Frequency 963, 1377 kHz & DAB Digital 
Radio & Tuneln Radio 


First air date 3 June 1996 


Format Asian 


Owner Asian Sound Radio Ltd 


Asian Sound Radio is a radio station located in Broadcast House, Southall Street 

in Manchester. It is the only 24-hour commercial radio station in the North West 
dedicated to the Asian community, broadcasting across the whole region from Preston 
in the North to Stockport in the South. The programming is a blend of news, current 
affairs, interviews, competitions, music and information in 

English, Urdu, Punjabi, Pashto Bengali and Gujarati. 
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The Beach 


City Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk, Lowestoft, Suffolk 


Broadcast East Norfolk and North East Suffolk 


area 


Slogan Just great songs for the East Coast. 


Made on the East Coast for the East 


Coast. 


Frequency DAB 103.4 MHz & 97.4 MHz FM 


First air date Sunday 29 September 1996 


Format Contemporary 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Website The Beach 


The Beach is a commercial FM radio station broadcasting to East Norfolk and North 
East Suffolk. It broadcasts from studios in Norwich and Ipswich. It formerly broadcast 
from studios on Hollingsworth Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk until 8 January 2017 when it was 
transferred to the central hub in Norwich and Ipswich along with sister stations. 


History[edit] 


In 1993 and 1994, three restricted service licences in Lowestoft were operated and run 
by local radio volunteers, including some freelance radio professionals, with proceeds 
being donated to local charities. The station was called "Lowestoft Town Radio" (LTR- 
fm). LTR presenters included Martyn Lee and Steve Smart. Following 30-day trial 
broadcasts, along with similar efforts in Great Yarmouth, The Radio Authority 

(now Ofcom) created a new licence for the area. They granted the licence to the group 
behind the LTR, re-branded as "The Beach". 


The Beach started broadcasting on Sunday 29 September 1996.4! It has been voted The 
Eastern Region Radio Academy Station Of The Year three times. 2! 


The station is currently owned by Bauer Radio. 


Transmission[edit] 


Transmitters are located at Mobbs Way, Oulton Broad on 103.4 FM and on 97.4FM from 
a transmitter located at a water tower in Blythburgh, Suffolk. A transmitter is also 
located at Havenbridge House in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk which also broadcasts on 97.4 
FM. 


The Beach is also available on DAB through the Norfolk multiplex. lated verification 


Programming[edit] 


Before combining programming content with North Norfolk Radio and Radio Norwich 
99.9, The Beach had four main programming segments. Breakfast on the Beach, aired 
from 6 am to 10 am; Daytime aired from 10 am to 3 pm; Drivetime aired from 3 pm to 
7 pm (6:30 pm on Thursdays; and Evenings, aired from 7 pm to 10 pm, although this 
programme was Shared across all Anglian Radio networks, and was broadcast 

from Ipswich). On 9 January 2017 The Anglian Radio Group combined the three stations 
and re-organised daily programming. Wake up to Wayne became the new breakfast 
show. On 5 February 2019, it was announced that Bauer Radio had acquired Celador 
Radio. No news has been announced on if the station will be part of Hits 

Radio or Greatest Hits Radio 


A notable presenter for the station until 2017 was Carli Norris, !#st-2eedea 
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Bloomberg Radio 


Bloomberg Radio 


Broadcast area worldwide 


Branding Bloomberg Radio 
Slogan "The World is Listening." 
Format Financial News 

Owner Bloomberg L.P. 


(Bloomberg Communications Inc.) 
Webcast Listen live 


Website www.bloombergradio.com 


Bloomberg Radio is a radio service of Bloomberg L.P. that provides global business 
news programming 24 hours a day. The format is general and financial news, offering 
local, national and international news reports along with financial market updates and 
interviews with corporate executives, economists and industry analysts." On off hours, 
local stations may preempt with local sports play-by-play coverage such as college 
basketball, tennis and other sports coverage. 


Bloomberg Radio is broadcast on radio stations around the United States, and directly 
operates four radio stations: WBBR (1130 AM) in New York City, WRCA (1330 

AM) in Watertown, Massachusetts (serving the Boston area), KNEW (960 

AM) in Oakland, California (serving the San Francisco bay area), and WDCH-FM (99.1 
FM) in Bowie, Maryland, serving the Baltimore and Washington, D.C. area. Bloomberg 
purchased the first of these, WBBR (at the time designated as WNEW), in 1992, for 
$13.5 million.” Bloomberg took over the operation of WXKS (1200 

AM) in Newton (serving Boston) on March 1, 2013! and KNEW on September 29, 2014. 
“ Both stations are owned and operated by iHeartMedia, Inc. (formerly Clear Channel 
Communications), but are programmed by Bloomberg Radio under a local marketing 
agreement (LMA).“ On December 21, 2015, Bloomberg Radio launched a similar 
arrangement on CBS Radio-owned WNEW-FM, its first FM radio station.©! The call letters 
of WNEW-FM were later changed to WDCH-FM. Bloomberg moved its programming in 
Boston to WRCA, owned by Beasley Media Group, on July 4, 2017, and later that year 
fully acquired WNBP (1450 AM) in Newburyport to serve as a simulcast of WRCA (both 
WRCA and WNBP operate translator stations on 106.1 FM); its LMA with WXKS expired 
on March 1, 2018."! Bloomberg Radio is also heard nationally on SiriusXM satellite radio 
channel 119. Select programming is also broadcast in London, UK on DAB digital radio 
via the London 3 multiplex (VHF block 11B), with simulcasts of the Bloomberg TV audio 
at other times. 


Programming[edit] 


The original Bloomberg Radio news format divided each hour of the day into three 20- 
minute segments, each of which contained stock market updates, business headlines, 
traffic, weather, local news/sports, a human interest piece or a general update about 
cultural happenings.“ However, by 2010, Bloomberg Radio had shifted from a headline 
service to a discussion-based format in order to offer more in-depth market and 
economic analysis. Bloomberg Radio is the world's only global business radio 

service. Bloomberg Daybreak Asia broadcasts live from New York and Hong Kong 
Sunday through Thursday 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. ET (morning drivetime in Asian time 
zones.) It is then followed by Bloomberg Daybreak Europe, originating from London, on 
Monday to Friday 1:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. ET (morning drivetime GMT). 

Finally, Bloomberg Daybreak Americas is live until 7:00 a.m. ET from New York, Boston, 
Washington DC and San Francisco. In this way, Bloomberg Radio offers a start to the 
business day globally, via the Bloomberg Radio+ Mobile App and via its live stream on 
Bloomberg.com and the Bloomberg Terminal. During each day, the network broadcasts 
over 20 live interviews with economists, market analysts, and other influential 
newsmakers on shows such as Bloomberg Surveillance with Tom Keene and Michael 
McKee which airs weekday mornings from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. ET.2% 


Programs[edit] 


e Bloomberg Daybreak Asia with Bryan Curtis, David Ingles, Yvonne Man and Doug 
Krizner 

e Bloomberg Daybreak Europe with Nejra Cehic, Markus Karlsson, Caroline Hepker and 
Anna Edwards 

e Bloomberg Daybreak Americas with Karen Moskow and Bob Moon 

e Bloomberg Surveillance with Tom Keene and Michael McKee 

e Bloomberg Markets with Paul Sweeney and Lisa Abramowicz 


e Bloomberg Businessweek with Carol Massar and Jason Kelly 
e Bloomberg Daybreak Americas with Alix Steel, David Westin 
e Bloomberg Best with June Grasso and Ed Baxter 


Live-to-tape programming 


e Bloomberg Daybreak Weekend with Bob Moon 

e Bloomberg Best 

e A Closer Look with Arthur Levitt 

e Masters in Business with Barry Ritholtz 

e Bloomberg Business of Sports with Scott Soshnick and Michael Barr 

e Bloomberg Finance with Peggy Collins and John Tucker 

e Politics, Policy, Power and Law with Amy Morris, Peter Barnes, June Grasso and 
Nathan Hager 

e Bloomberg Law and Bloomberg Opinion with June Grasso 


Bloomberg Radio Network[edit] 


Bloomberg Radio's 24/7 programming is syndicated by United Stations Radio 
Networks to local radio stations across the country; it is one of three stations 

(KPIG in Freedom, California and WFAN in New York City being the other two) that are 
broadcast in this manner.22 


The Bloomberg Radio Network is also the leading provider of short-form business news 
reports to radio stations around the country. The network provides live, custom 
business reports to major all-news radio stations including both of New York City's all- 
news stations, WCBS and WINS. The network also provides "Bloomberg Market Minute" 
reports at :20 and :50 past the hour. It also provides daily specialty reports including the 
Bloomberg Small Business Report, the Bloomberg Business of Sports Report, the 
Bloomberg Pursuits Report on Luxury, the Bloomberg Real Estate Report, the Bloomberg 
Green Business Report, and the Bloomberg Urban Report. 


This list may not be complete. 
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History[edit] 


The network launched when Play Radio (a combination of two stations in Hampshire) 
was acquired by Celador along with an additional station in Portsmouth and rebranded 
as The Breeze on 4 July 2010. The individual stations have all operated under various 
owners, formats and identities, with the stations having launched between 1998 and 
1999 as a series of local stations focused on a specified broadcast area. 


In 2011, Celador acquired two Total Star stations in Bristol & Bridgwater, and 
successfully applied for an FM licence serving the Bath area, and relaunched all 
stations as The Breeze. All local programming is now identical across all licence areas. 


The Breeze is currently based in Torbay, Southampton, Bristol and Basingstoke. 


In February 2019, Bauer Radio acquired Celador Radio stations, including The Breeze. 
The licences for Southampton, Portsmouth and Winchester were sold on to Nation 
Broadcasting, along with Sam FM (South Coast) which also broadcasts from the 
Southampton studios, due to the overlap with existing Bauer-owned regional adult- 
contemporary service Wave 105. The other Breeze stations will remain with Bauer. 


Stations[edit] 


The Breeze originally launched as a number of stations in the South and the West of 
England. 


e The Breeze (South West) was created on 29 March 2013 by the merging of four 
stations in Bristol, Bath, North Somerset, Frome & West Wiltshire 

e The Breeze (East Hampshire & South West Surrey) was originally three individual 
stations all launched in 1999 - SouthCity FM (Southampton), Win 107.2 (Winchester) 
and Radio Victory (Portsmouth). Following subsequent mergers and acquisitions the 
stations were acquired by Celador in 2010 and rebranded into one station. Kestrel 
FM Haslemere joined the south network on 16 December 2012. 

e The Breeze (Basingstoke & North Hampshire) The station was launched on 16 
December 2012 by the merging of three stations 
in Andover, Newbury and Basingstoke. In August 2017 107 JACK FM (Berkshire) in 
Reading was rebranded as 'The Breeze’, and added to the Thames Valley feed. 

e The Breeze (Bridgwater & West Somerset) launched in 1998 as Quaywest 102.4. It 
later acquired a station called BCRfm before being taken over by One Gold Radio 
and relaunched as Total Star Somerset until August 2011. 

e The Breeze (Yeovil & South Somerset) (as of 25 June 2012) started in October 2003 
as Ilvel FM and relaunched as Midwest Radio in August 2010. 

e The Breeze (North Dorset) (as of 25 June 2012) started on 25 June 1995 as 97.4 Gold 
Radio before becoming Vale FM. It was rebranded as Midwest Radio in August 2010. 

e The Breeze (South Devon) started on 26 May 2006 as Palm 105.5, which had 
previously held three Restricted Service Licences for the Torbay area. 
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CFM 


City Carlisle 


Broadcast Cumbria & South West Scotland 


area 


Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 96.4, 102.2, 102.5, 103.4 MHz 


RDS: C F M 


First air date 14 April 1993 


Format Contemporary hit radio 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Webcast Radio Player (CFM) 


Website CFM 
CFM is an Independent Local Radio station broadcasting to Cumbria and South 
West Scotland, with transmitters in Carlisle, Penrith and West Cumbria. Its musical 
output is mainly current chart hits with occasional 80’s & 90’s hits played. The station is 
owned & operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


CFMracio 


CFM logo used from 2008 until 2015. 


The station was launched by its original owners, Border Television at 8am on 14 April 
1993 when Managing Director and Breakfast show host John Myers played "The Best" 
by Tina Turner as its first song. 


Originally CFM only broadcast from their Caldbeck mast to Carlisle on 96.4 and Penrith, 
from the top of Beacon Hill, on 102.5. In September 1995, they also started transmitting 
to West Cumbria from their transmitters at Broughton Moor and Whitehaven. The 
frequencies for the West Coast are 102.2 (Workington and Cockermouth) and 103.4 
(Whitehaven). 


From its launch, the station broadcast from premises adjacent to the ITV Border studios 
in Durranhill, Carlisle. In April 2010, CFM moved to a new base at Atlantic House in 
Kingstown, Carlisle. 


In 2005, Emap bought CFM and branded it as one of its Big City Network of stations. 
Three years later, Emap was bought by Bauer, who have retained ownership of the 
station. 


Previously, CFM has won numerous industry awards including the Radio Academy's 
North West Station of the Year 2005 and Emap Station of the Year 2006. In May 2013, 
CFM became the first radio station to broadcast from a nuclear reprocessing site 

at Sellafield, West Cumbria. 


CFM is one of two stations within the Hits Radio Network that does not broadcast on 
DAB (the other being Radio Borders based in Galashiels). This is due to the lack of local 
DAB multiplexes in Cumbria. However, in May 2019, OFCOM announced plans to 
advertise three local multiplexes in Cumbria & South West Scotland. Bauer have since 
made an application to OFCOM to run the North & West Cumbria DAB Multiplex and 
place CFM as well as other Bauer owned stations on it, alongside BBC Radio Cumbria. 
OFCOM are yet to award the licence as of November 2019 however given that Bauer 
were the only party to submit an application to run this multiplex, it is highly likely that 
the licence will be awarded to them. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming consists of daytime output from 6am-7pm on weekdays, produced 
and broadcast from CFM's Carlisle studios. 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters, 22! 


News[edit] 


CFM broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays and from 
7am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Rich Clarke (Heart South) e Jason King (Heart L 
e Lucy Horobin (Heart Dance) e Joel Ross 

e Dave Kelly (Radio City) e Tim Shaw 

e john Myers 
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This article is about the radio station in the UK. For the Compass FM in New Zealand, 
see Compass FM 104.9. 
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City Grimsby 


Broadcast area North East Lincolnshire 


Frequency DAB: Lincolnshire 


FM: 96.4 MHz 
First air date 3 June 2001 

Adult Contemporary 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister stations Dearne FM 

Lincs FM 

Ridings FM 

Rother FM 

Rutland Radio 

Trax FM 


64 kbit/s 


www.compassfm.co.uk 


Compass FM is an Independent Local Radio station 
serving Grimsby, Cleethorpes and Immingham and is part of Bauer Radio. 


Licence application[edit] 


Three applications were received by the Radio Authority by 5 September 2000, which 
also included the proposed Haven FM and Southbank FM, having been first advertised in 
May 2000. The licence for the station was awarded on 24 November 2000. 


Format[edit] 


Compass FM sits within its sister station's (Lincs FM) TSA (Total Service Area) and the 
stations format reflects that. 


Programming[edit] 


Compass FM provides 24/7 programming, some of which is automated (where the 
presenter's links between the records are pre-recorded). 


Transmitter information[edit] 


East Marsh flats transmitter 


The 96.4 FM signal comes from a low-powered transmitter at Bevan Flats in East Marsh 
in north Grimsby near the A180. This transmitter also has Bauer Humberside. 
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